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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 17th February 2010 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors McEwan, Pengelly, Miller-Barton & Bromhall. 

     

36. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Forshaw & Heggs, Councillor Beeby 
substituted. 

37. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. Councillor Pengelly declared a 
non-prejudicial interest as Chair of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee. 

38. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th December 2009, copies of which had been circulated 
to Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

39. North Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 
Members considered a report that summarised the key findings from this year’s Annual 
Monitoring Report. 

It was explained that local planning authorities are required to prepare an Annual Monitoring 
Report to review progress against targets for the preparation of Local Development 
Framework documents and to monitor the performance of planning policies. 

The North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit submitted the Annual Monitoring Report to 
the Government Office for the East Midlands on 8th January 2010. 

The Local Plans Officers highlighted some of the key findings of the report. 

Members discussed various issues covered in the report and in particular the Building for Life 
scores and condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The report be noted 

40. Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth 
Members were informed of PPS4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth, the Officers 
report explained that PPS4 streamlined a number of existing PPS documents into a single 
guide. 

PPS4 was a key policy document and applied to all proposals involving ‘economic 
development’ which covered all Class ‘B’ uses i.e. offices, industry and warehousing along 
with all town centre uses including retail (food and non food) and leisure. 

The Officer had included 16 key points from the document within the report and confirmed that 
the consultation draft of the Site Specific Allocations DPD for Corby included the draft PPS4 
and the policy direction it was proposing. There had been no significant changes from the draft 
to the published PPS document therefore no immediate changes had been required in the 
emerging Site Allocations DPD. 

The Officer concluded the new PPS encouraged economic development and provided local 
authorities with better tools to measure the wider positive and negative effects of retail and 
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other town centre related development. The implications were however a greater need to 
update the evidence base to take account of changing economic circumstances and expertise 
to understand the economy. The new approach might make it harder for local authorities to 
resist unwanted out of centre schemes that met the sequential and impact assessments. 

Members asked Officers about the possibility of changing the red line which defined the town 
centre so that it incorporated the train station; Officers explained that the red line defined the 
primary shopping and that currently there was no change to that. Some Members expressed 
concern that the PPS4 looked to include warehousing but others made the point that because 
warehousing in the Borough was not big enough the Borough had lost an employer who had 
been in the town for 30 years so warehousing was helpful.  

RESOLVED that:- 
the contents of the report be noted. 

41. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.35pm. 


