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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 16th December 2009 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors McEwan, Forshaw, Heggs & Stanbra. 

     

28. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence, none received. 

29. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No Declarations made. 

30. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th October 2009, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

31. Developer Contributions 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report informing Committee of the progress on 
the preparation of the North Northamptonshire Developer Contributions Supplementary 
Planning Document. The document was for the four authorities in the North Northamptonshire 
area, the officer’s report set out how individual authorities would feed into the process. 

The JPU was working with North Northamptonshire Development Company and a wide range 
of stakeholders including officers from the individual authorities to prepare a Developer 
Contributions SPD. 

A presentation on the progress of the document was made to the JPC on 26th November 2009 
and explained that the purpose of the SPD would be to: 

• Provide a more consistent and certain approach that will enable developers to factor in 
infrastructure costs when purchasing land and will give a firmer basis for forward 
funding of infrastructure; 

• Maximise the contributions that developments make to meeting identified infrastructure 
needs without prejudicing other policy aims or the viability of otherwise acceptable 
schemes; 

• Make the best use of developer contributions, ensuring that they are targeted at 
identified infrastructure priorities and marry up with and maximise the potential of other 
sources of funding; and 

• Provide a process that is as simple and cost effective as possible and is transparent in 
ensuring development contributions are used to deliver infrastructure where and when 
it is required. 

The SPD was being progressed as a joint document but ultimately it would be the district 
planning authorities who would decide whether to adopt it. The stages envisaged for DC SPD 
together with opportunities for CBC to input include: 
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1. Initial draft of documents by Joint Planning Unit 
with input from constituent authorities coordinated 
by Chief Planning Officers Steering Group 
 

 By end of January 2010

2. Joint Planning Committee to agree draft document 
and sustainability appraisal for consultation 
 

 February 2010 

3. Public consultation. Opportunity to consider at 
Local Plan Committee on 14th April 2010 and 
submit formal representation 
 

 March 2010 

4. Joint Planning Committee to consider consultation 
response and recommend changes to the draft 
document 
 

 April 2010 

5. Constituent planning authorities formally adopt draft 
document (Joint Planning Unit to publish single 
notice of adoption) 
 

 By end of September 
2010 

This approach provided opportunities for input throughout the process and ensured that the 
SPD picked up any local concerns and would chart an approach that was appropriate for 
Corby.  

The Officer concluded that it should be noted that work on the DC SPD was ongoing and that 
further discussions would be held with all relevant local planning authorities and the 
Committee would be kept informed of progress.  

RESOLVED that:- 
Committee note the officers report ahead of anticipated consultations on the NNDC SPD 

32. Local Development Scheme 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report for Committee to agree revisions to the 
LDS preparation programme. The original LDS was approved in 2005; it had been updated on 
a number of occasions to reflect national and local priorities and the level of resources of the 
service. 

Most recently Committee had agreed updates in February 2009; these updates had been 
forwarded to the JPU to co-ordinate the submission of the revised NNLDS to GOEM. It had 
emerged since the submission of the revised LDS to Government Office that work on a critical 
piece of the evidence base would be delayed. The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment was to be 
updated by April 2009, however important modelling was not in a format readily available to 
use and would be delayed until funding was secured to translate the data. The Environment 
Agency confirmed that a project to translate the data would be complete by early 2010. 

Assuming that the modelling data was comprehensive and covered the area west of the town it 
was estimated that the SFRA would be complete within six to eight weeks from the delivery of 
the modelling data. In view of this the next stage of public consultation was anticipated to be in 
summer 2010 with adoption by July 2011, this would be four months behind the timetable 
agreed in February 2009. 

RESOLVED that:- 

• Committee agree to bring the LDS into effect formally from the date of this meeting 
and 

• the Corporate Director in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of Local Plan 
Committee be authorised to make any necessary changes to the informal LDF 
timetable 
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33. Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document 
The report before Committee was to inform of the outcome of community involvement on the 
Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document and associated documents. Comments 
would feed into the production of the Proposed Submission version of the SSA DPD which 
would form part of the Local Development Framework for the Borough. 

In February 2009 a revision was made to the LDF programme to allow an additional stage of 
public consultation on the SSA DPD in order to take account of the consolidation of the 
development plan documents and time lapse between publishing the previously consulted 
upon Preferred Options report. 

A six week consultation period began in September 2009 and was in line with the North 
Northamptonshire Statement of Community Involvement and Engagement Action Plan as 
approved at Local Plan on the 1 July 2009. This included a substantial mail out of notification 
letters, posters, displays, articles in local papers, staffed exhibitions in the town centre, 
Member workshop and consultation with key stakeholders and the local community. 

The consultation document addressed a variety of spatial issues relevant to the Borough, each 
response was logged and summarised, in total nearly 500 representations were received and 
contained within the officers report. 

From the number and nature of comments received it was considered that there were no major 
issues preventing the SSA DPD from proceeding. Work had commenced on the pre-
submission consultation document, once the final version was produced and agreed by 
Members, the public and stakeholders would be able to make final comments on the proposed 
submission version. Test of soundness and legality would ensure that the final Plan conformed 
to Legal Statute and that the DPD was justified, effective and consistent with national policy. 

It was anticipated that the Proposed Submission consultation would commence in the spring of 
2010. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Committee note the results of the public consultation on the proposed SSA DPD. 

34. Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework: Progress Update 
The report was before Committee to inform of the current position of the Northamptonshire 
Minerals & Waste Development Framework. It would set out the strategy for investment in new 
waste and minerals development within Northamptonshire; it would progressively replace the 
existing Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2006. 

CBC had responded to numerous consultations during the MWDF and Members endorsed a 
the submission of a number of objections to the waste facilities proposed for Corby Borough 
and the documents interpretation of the Core Strategy.  NCC submitted the Core Strategy to 
the Secretary of State for independent examination, the document was still in the process of 
being considered by the Inspector, any changes currently being considered by NCC would be 
passed to the Inspector. 

Representations previously submitted by the Council on the Location for Waste Development 
DPD would be considered as part of the Examination in Public after the document had been 
submitted to the Secretary of State. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Committee note the progress of the NMWD Framework. 

35. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 


