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Local Plan Committee 
Wednesday 15th April 2009 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Harley (Chair) 
    Councillors Massie, Beattie, Miller-Barton, Bromhall 

    Councillor Butcher substituted 

 

36. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pengelly & Heggs. 

37. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 2009, copies of which had been circulated 
to Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

38. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item.  

39. Core Spatial Strategy Review Regulations 25 Consultation 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report seeking Members approval of 
representations made on the Regulation 25 Consultation submitted to the JPU by the 
response deadline of 30th March 2009. 

The consultation document outlined the purpose of consultation at an early stage and 
provided guidance on the expected extent of the review. The following were suggested areas 
the JPU thought should be focused on: 

• Reassessing the future roles and functions of the towns and villages; 
• Profiling existing communities and providing a long term place making vision; 
• Working with other agencies and developers to devise a clear delivery strategy; 
• Assessing interventions necessary to achieve a better jobs/housing balance; 
• Identifying the location and phasing of housing and employment development for the 

period between 2021 and 2026; 
• Setting the above in the context of the longer term opportunities to 2031; and 
• Being clear about how the delivery of outcomes will be monitored. 

It was not the JPU’s intention at present to re-evaluate the overarching Vision and Objectives 
of the Core Spatial Strategy, Transport Strategy, Green Infrastructure Strategy or the detailed 
policies on Development Management. 

The Report contained a number of Questions set by the JPU which required comments, 
Officers had answered these and this information was also within the report and was what 
the Members had been asked to approve. Officers felt the only option was to comment on the 
proposed changes from the Corby position. 

Members asked if there had been any feedback from others within the JPU and if any of the 
information within the report related to anything currently being reported in the local press as 
there appeared to be a question over how reliable the information was and also what was 
Criteria G. Officers explained that there had been a poor response to the consultation, 
regarding the list of potential sites the JPU were looking at where potential sites might be and 
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the list did include sites that the Council was not prioritising and Criteria G under Policy 13 
related to areas that would not lead to loss of Open Space. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Comments that had been submitted to the Joint Planning Unit by the 30th March deadline be 
endorsed. 

40. Urban Boundary Designation 
The Planning Policy Officer presented a report seeking approval to endorse the Urban 
Boundary produced as part of the evidence base to inform the Local Development 
Framework. 

An Urban Boundary line had been produced which separated land Urban in nature from rural 
land uses. The boundary would be incorporated within the Site Specific Allocations 
Development Plan Document; this would help with planning applications and control 
development of the open countryside. It was identified at the Site Specific Allocations 
Development Plan Document Preferred Option Stage that there was a need for an Urban 
Boundary. 

The objective was to define a clear and logical urban boundary which related to the main built 
up area and proposed Sustainable Urban Extensions. Settlements that were defined as 
villages in the Local Plan and distinct from the urban area would not be included. This meant 
that the seven outlying villages in the Borough were all excluded but the majority of Great 
Oakley would be included as the area had been absorbed by the urban area and related 
closely to it. The southern part of Great Oakley including Woodlands Lane and Oakley Hall 
were to be excluded as they were clearly separated and differed in character.  

In order to provide some transparency and certainty a standard approach to the assessment 
had been taken, this determined suitability for inclusion of land on the edge of town. The 
report included 10 guiding principles to give direction to the definition of the boundary. A new 
boundary had been delineated in line with the principles so the following were included: 

• Priors Hall and Stanion Plantation now included as planning permission has been 
granted,  

• Rockingham Motor Speedway no longer included as it is outside the district boundary, 
• Weldon excluded as a village boundary was defined in the Local Plan and emerging 

Local Development Framework. 
Two sites had been identified as exception sites: 

• the British Steel Land, Phoenix Parkway which is included because it was land 
previously allocated for employment in the Local Plan (though not saved) and is 
expected to form part of the urban area due to its location within an existing industrial 
area and proximity to the proposed northern Orbital Road; and  

• The second exception site is the Little Stanion development; this is to be excluded from 
the urban boundary as it has been treated as a rural area in the adopted Core Spatial 
Strategy. 

The Officer concluded that the proposed boundary had been carefully reviewed using the 
existing principles in light of advances in the Local Development Framework and changes 
over time to the urban area. The new boundary would be an up to date policy tool to assist 
Development Control with planning applications and to control development of the open 
countryside. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the urban boundary as shown in Figure 2 with the report be approved and that the boundary 
be subject to public consultation as part of the options for the Site Specific Allocations 
Development Plan Document. 
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41. Local Development Framework: Retail Background Paper 
The Planning Officer (Local Plans) presented a report informing Members of the Retail 
Background Paper and requesting that it be endorsed to form part of the Local Development 
Framework evidence base and allowing it to be used as a basis for Development Control 
decisions. 

The Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document would outline policies in relation 
to employment, housing, villages and rural areas, open spaces, community facilities as well 
as town centre and retail. An options paper was currently being prepared for consultation, it 
was anticipated this would be ready around August/September 2009. 

Saved Local Plan (1997) policies P3 (S) and P4 (S) set out the primary and secondary 
shopping frontages within the Corby town centre boundary, originally there was no PSA 
defined within Corby. 

PPS6 stated that a PSA was a defined area on the proposals map where retail development 
was concentrated. Land Securities had suggested that the PSA boundary should be defined 
as land bounded by George Street, Alexandra Road, Elizabeth Street and Westcott Way, this 
approach was consistent with the remits of PPS6 given the retail aspirations of retail 
development within this boundary. The current high proportion of A1 use towards the 
Westcott Way boundary of the proposed PSA lent itself towards designation as a primary 
frontage due to the higher proportion of proposed retail uses.  

It was important to retain an element of retail focus in the original town centre; this would 
keep a balance across the entire PSA and in addition Spencer Court and Queen’s Square 
related well to both Corporation Street and Willow Place and were beginning to establish 
themselves as the main link between the developed and the original areas of the PSA. 

The Officer concluded that the October 2008 Survey of the town centre had informed the 
creation of a new proposed PSA and redefined the primary shopping frontages designation. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The Retail Background Paper be endorsed to inform the Spatial Options consultation and 
approve the paper to be used as a basis for Development Control. 

42. Rockingham and Weldon Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plan 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report on the Draft Area Appraisal and 
Management Plans for Rockingham and Weldon as revised to reflect comments received 
during public consultation, approval was now being sought. 

In response to consultee’s comments the boundary and text of the documents had been 
amended. Comments received during the public exhibitions had been generally positive and 
allowed members of the public to become aware of the conservation area status and discuss 
details contained in the ‘draft’ documents with officers and the Council’s appointed listed 
buildings and conservation specialist. 

In response to the public consultation changes had been recommended to the extent of both 
Conservation Area boundaries. The revised boundary illustrations were attached to the 
report. There were also changes to the text of the documents, most significantly: 

• Permitted Development section in the Management Plans updated in accordance with 
the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2008, which 
came into force on 1st October 2008; 

• Details of public consultation updated to reflect the level of public engagement 
undertaken; and 

• Training section of the documents updated to reflect the latest courses that are available 
Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans enable sustainability management of 
the historic environment and by designating tighter controls on development and demolition it 
would help to preserve the core history and heritage of both areas. 
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The Officer concluded that the draft Area Appraisals and Management Plans had been 
derived from the results of public consultation and in-house consultation, historical 
development and from detailed qualitative assessment of the area. Revised documents 
reflected the issues raised during public consultation and the amended character appraisal 
defined the special interest of each village, the character which was desirable to preserve or 
enhance and sound guidance for future proposed physical change in both areas. 

 RESOLVED that:- 
Members approve the revised boundary illustrated on the appended plans to the report and 
approve the adoption of the Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans. 

43. Close of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 7.40pm. 


