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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 14th April 2010 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors McEwan, Forshaw & Bromhall. 

     

36. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Pengelly, Heggs,  & Miller-Barton. 

37. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations were 
made. 

38. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th February 2010, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

39. Future Burial Provision in the Borough 
The Officers report considered the current situation with regard to burial land capacity and 
sought endorsement on the approach to secure additional provision. 

The SSA Development Plan Document had been subject to public consultation in 
September/October 2009 and stated the Council would undertake further investigation to 
identify location and requirements for burial provision, the report before Committee provided 
investigative work carried out and considered an approach to meeting the future demands. 

The report identified eleven cemeteries and churchyards and the approximate number of 
spaces available and the number of years of future provision. The re-assessment of burial 
provision confirmed that the east of the Borough was nearing capacity and that a future 
requirement to cope with the expanding population would be needed. 

The re-assessment supported the requirement for additional provision at Haunt Hill, however 
the Council was not the landowner and there was no arrangement to secure ownership. Corus, 
the landowner had indicated in recent discussions that a written objection would be submitted. 

The precise cost of acquiring, servicing and establishing a cemetery was yet to be determined 
but at Haunt Hill this would be in excess of £200,000 without the cost of purchasing the land 
and ground investigation. Limited funding was available to the Council but further funding 
could be generated from developer contributions, this would still leave a significant funding 
gap which would have to be met from the Capital programme or other sources not yet 
identified. 

It was considered that concerns over availability and funding needed to be resolved in order to 
retain the allocation in the next iteration of the DPD. The Officer concluded that allocation of 
Haunt Hill, Weldon was not currently supported by robust and credible evidence; the continued 
allocation could lead to the entire plan being rejected. Instead it was suggested that the 
Council explore opportunities to secure additional land within the emerging and existing 
sustainable urban extensions. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The provision of additional burial capacity be pursued as part of the master plan process for 
the existing and proposed sustainable urban extensions. 
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40. Nene Valley Strategic Plan: Realising the Potential of the Nene Valley 

The report was before Committee to agree a response to the consultation by the River Nene 
Regional Park on the Nene Valley Strategic Plan. The RNRP was a community interest 
company creating a green infrastructure network of environmental projects extending from 
Daventry to Peterborough. 

The draft strategic plan set out proposals to allow the 35 miles of the Nene Valley between 
Daventry and Peterborough to be more easily enjoyed. The focus was on providing an 
integrated strategy to develop improved recreational and environmental experiences in the 
Nene Valley.  

Corby Borough fell just outside the Nene Valley but was a key settlement within the River 
Nene National Park and an important link to the valley. 

Underpinning the vision of the plan were nine objectives with an aim to guiding the direction 
and implementation of the strategy. The main body of the document was divided into 5 key 
themes, Waterways, Nene Towns, Living Countryside, Connectivity and Natural Attractions 
with ‘projects & actions’ assigned to each theme. 

The Councils response to the Strategy predominately focused on the wider opportunities and 
encouraged stronger links to the Valley from Corby. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the response as attached at Appendix 1 to the Offices report be submitted to the RNRP by the 
closing date of April 30 2010. 

41. Consultation Paper on a New Planning Policy Statement: Planning for a Natural & 
Healthy Environment 
The report was brought to inform Members of the Committee of a new draft Planning Policy 
Statement: Planning for a Natural & Healthy Environment, attached to the report was a 
proposed consultation response for Members approval. 

The paper set out the Governments comprehensive policy framework for the natural 
environment, green infrastructure, open space, sport, recreation and play. A key objective of 
the policy was to bring together related policies on the natural environment, open space and 
green spaces in rural and urban areas to ensure that the planning system delivered healthy 
sustainable communities which would adapt to and be resilient to climate change and give 
appropriate levels of protection to the natural environment. 

Streamlining and consolidation of the policy in those areas would also deliver a planning policy 
on green infrastructure for the first time. The final form of the PPS would replace several other 
PPS and PPG notes. 

The draft PPS had been published for consultation, ending on 1st June 2010 and the 
consultation paper was available to be viewed on the CLG website. 

The Governments aim was to ensure development was delivered in a way that protected and 
enhanced the natural environment and provided places that contributed to quality of life and 
the health and wellbeing of those working there. 

In order to achieve the Governments objectives for a natural and healthy environment the draft 
PPS contained a number of proposed plan-making and decision making policies, these were 
grouped within 14 main headings, these headings were contained within the Officers report 
with a brief summary of the key policy requirements. 

Implications for Corby Borough 

The content of the draft PPS would need to be considered as part of the Site Specific 
Allocations Development Plan Document and the review of the Core Spatial Strategy. Many of 
the policy requirements were already included within local policy, one area where Government 
were considering modifying the existing policy related to the determination of applications 
involving floodlighting of sports and recreational facilities. The PPS suggested amendments to 
ensure planning authorities considered the impact on local residents. 
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It was concluded that amongst many objectives the draft PPS aimed to deliver safe and 
attractive places to live whilst respecting the character of the area, promoting health and 
wellbeing, reducing social inequalities through access to facilities and conserving and 
enhancing the value of the natural environment. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the response to the consultation as appended to the report be approved. 

42. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.35pm. 
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