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Local Plan Committee  
Tuesday 14th June 2011 at 7.00pm  
in The Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors, McEwan, Rahman, Heggs, Goult, Forshaw, Petch 
& Bromhall 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pengelly. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2011, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and agreed as a correct record. 

4. Rockingham Development Framework 
Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report seeking Members approval of the 
Rockingham Development Framework. The Framework had been developed by LDA Design 
on behalf of the North Northamptonshire development Company in cooperation with CBC, E. 
Northants Council and the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit. 

The boundary of the land covered by the Development Framework incorporated all the land 
south of Gretton Brook Road, east of Phoenix Parkway, north of Steel Road and Birchington 
Road and west of the Priors Hall master plan area that fell within the East Northants 
boundary. 

The development framework sought to achieve the following objectives: 

• Develop the potential of Rockingham Motor Sports as a national asset to act as a 
catalyst for associated knowledge and opportunities for Corby and specifically the 
Rockingham Development Framework area as a hub of motor sport and automotive 
expertise; 

• Create an attractive place for high calibre businesses and skilled employees; 
• Creating a distinctive place that links Corby and its town centre with the Priors Hall 

development, and to facilitate access by sustainable forms of transport; 
• Maximise the development potential and delivery of employment development on the 

site; 
• Provide high quality infrastructure and business facilities within the development 

framework area; and 
• Produce a deliverable and viable forward plan for the development framework area. 

In order to achieve the objectives the development framework presented a series of themes 
to show how the area could be developed over the next twenty years. 

It was recognised that delivery of the Framework was a significant challenge within the 
current to medium term economic prospects. The timing of delivery of the development was 
difficult to predict and largely determined by the success of the Rockingham Motor Sports 
operation and the level and type of investment that could be attracted. 
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To be successful it was recommended that Corby Borough Council and E. Northants Council 
formally adopt the Framework either jointly or separately in agreement with the Joint 
Planning Unit. 

By adopting the Framework, the Council and stakeholders would have something in place 
that sat alongside existing planning policies to provide consistency of approach and clear 
planning policy guidance. 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) concluded that the Rockingham Development 
Framework presented a vision of exceptional scope and ambition that would secure huge 
investment and create 20,000 jobs in the next twenty years. In due course the Development 
Framework would be overtaken by the policies to be expressed within the Core Strategy of 
the Local Development Framework. 

The Committee were told that the bid for Enterprise Centre had been unsuccessful at this 
time but could be revisited in the future; the next 5-10 years would show progress in Corby. 

Members asked if the 20,000 jobs had been apportioned with E. Northants and what would 
be the maximum height of the buildings? 

The Corporate Director (Operations) explained that the document showed all the information 
with regard to the distribution of jobs and height of the buildings. 

RESOLVED that:- 
It was recommended that: 

i) Rockingham Development Framework is adopted and treated as a material planning 
consideration for development management purposes; and 

ii) It is noted that the Rockingham Development Framework will be tested through the 
Local Development Framework process, most notably the review of the Core Strategy 
for North Northamptonshire. 

5. Northamptonshire Minerals & Waste Development Framework 
A report was presented to the Committee advising of the adoption of the Locations for Waste 
Disposal DPD within the MWDF 

The County Council were working on the Framework Document which would be the land use 
planning strategy for minerals and waste related development in the county to 2026. It would 
set out the strategy for investment in new waste and minerals development and identify 
suitable locations. 

Corby Borough Council had responded to numerous consultations during the development of 
the Framework, with the greatest involvement being on the Locations for Waste Development 
DPD. 

On the 18th February 2009 Committee strongly objected to the Locations for Waste 
Development DPD based on the scale of waste facilities proposed for the Borough and the 
document’s interpretation of the Core Strategy. 

At the next stage of the plan making progress Corby Borough Council were invited to appear 
at the Examination in Public for the DPD by the Independent Inspector. Corby Borough 
Council attended five of the hearing sessions and submitted written supported statements to 
expand on the original objections. 

Throughout the examination Corby was discussed at length and the Inspector explored the 
argument put forward by Members that a too high proportion of sites had been attributed to 
the Borough. Following the examination the Inspector produced a written report concluding 
that the DPD was ‘sound’ subject to minor changes put forward during the examination, 
these included: 

• The sites which are allocated accord with the spatial distribution identified in the Core 
Strategy. Within Corby this includes 2 integrated waste management facilities, 2 
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facilities to be located within or adjacent to urban areas  and 4 industrial areas where 
waste management facilities could be located. Appendix A to this report outlines the 
locations and details of the adopted waste allocations within Corby.  

• That it has to be acknowledged that Corby has a significant manufacturing and 
industrial base and, recognising the proportion of waste arising from the commercial 
and industrial sector, it is not inappropriate to want to process a large proportion of this 
in Corby. If a significant proportion of the waste to be managed is generated in the 
Corby area, then a localised concentration could minimise ‘waste miles’ hauling 
materials across the County to other locations.  

• That the Control and Management of Development DPD would be assessed with the 
Locations for Waste DPD in mind, and that the policies within this document should 
ensure that the cumulative effects of sites, such as traffic, environmental impact, 
amenity impact and after use are considered prior to, and during development. 

• Waste management processes are increasingly becoming similar to general 
industrial/warehousing (B2/B8) type development, in that they take place within an 
enclosed building or have an industrial type character and generate a similar number of 
heavy goods vehicle movements as for lorries delivering to industrial premises 
generally. 

• Waste management is a rapidly evolving industry and waste management techniques 
are becoming more efficient and integrated processes.  

The Locations for Waste Development DPD had now been adopted by Northamptonshire 
County Council; the adopted plan would have the fullest weight in the planning process and 
would formally become part of the Development Plan for Corby Borough for the purposes of 
Section 38 (6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

Members discussed recycling options currently being considered in the Borough and were 
reminded that there was planning permission for a site off Gretton Brook Road already; this 
could easily cope with the household waste produced in North Northants. Officers explained 
that the owners were currently trying to progress contracts. 

RESOLVED that:- 
That Members note the progress of the Northamptonshire MWDF and the adoption of the 
Locations for Waste Development DPD.   

6. Joint Planning Committee for North Northamptonshire 
The report requested that Committee appoint three members to the Joint Planning 
Committee for North Northamptonshire. 

The Committee was established by the North Northamptonshire Joint Committee Order 2005 
under the Planning and Compensation Act 2004. 

The Joint Committee for North Northamptonshire was made up of three elected members 
from each planning authority including the County Council. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Cllrs Beattie, Pengelly and Goult represent Corby Borough Council on the Joint Planning 
Committee. 

7. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.35pm. 


