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Stanion Parish Council 
 

M  I  N  U  T  E  S 
 
 

Meeting Number: 2019 -01 

Date of Meeting: 14 January 2019 

Location: Stanion Village Hall 

Purpose of Meeting: Meeting of the full Council 

Date and location of next meeting: 11 March 2019 Stanion Village Hall 

Present:  
 
Attendees:  

Cllrs. H Heelan (Chairman); K Neville; M Skeete; 
 
1 member of the public  

  

Email copies to: 
 

Stanion Parish Councillors and RFO, 
County Councillor and Borough Councillors 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
 

Item No. Subject 
Discussion/Decision 

Action On 

Public Participation 
1 member of the public 
present 

1. The Council was asked to explain the dates of the list of payments posted on the 
noticeboards and why more recent payments were not posted, and why the information 
wasn’t on the website. The Chairman explained that the payment list on the notice 
boards was for the period September to October 2018, which were approved at the 
November 2018 meeting and that the payment list for November to December 2018 was 
being considered at tonight’s meeting. After which, the document would be posted on 
the notice boards and CBC website, along with the draft Minutes.  

2. The Council was then asked why the grass was being cut by someone who travelled 
from Wellingborough. The Chairman explained that the company was one of a number 
who tendered for the contract, and that the Parish Council had accepted their quote as 
providing the best value for money.  

3. The Council was then asked why they were conducting a walkabout to review the 
mowing plan. The Chairman explained that the Council was working with a mowing map 
produced in 1995 and they wanted to confirm the mowing requirements, identify any 
grass areas suitable for the planting of spring bulbs or wildflower meadow seeds, which 
might reduce the area and frequency of grass to be cut, and reduce cost. And, to 
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ascertain whether it was feasible to incorporate periodic edging the edging without 
greatly inflating the cost.  

4. The Council was then asked why meetings are being recorded. The Chairman explained 
that there had been a change in the law that permitted the recording of meetings, that 
recordings were used to ensure an accurate record could be referred to during 
transcription and that there was nothing sinister about recording the meetings; it is a 
practice common to many Councils at all levels.  

01-19:01 An apology for absence was received from Joe Devlin.  

01-19:02 Prior to the meeting taking place, Cllr Skeete declared a personal interest in one candidate for 
co-option (item 19 on the Agenda) and wrote to the Clerk to request a dispensation. The 
number of Councillors has reduced in recent months to the minimum required to constitute a 
quorum (requires 3 Councillors qualified to vote on all items of business to be transacted) and 
without a dispensation being granted co-option could not be transacted. The Clerk has authority 
to grant a dispensation and, in this matter, agreed that the circumstances justified a 
dispensation being granted. A dispensation was granted under s 33 (a), (c), (e) and (d) of the 
Localism Act 2011. 
The signed letter requesting/approving dispensation is on file. 

 

01-19:03 The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 November 2018 were signed as a true record of the 
meeting. The Chairman noted that the Agenda for tonight’s meeting recorded the date of that 
meeting incorrectly. 

 

01-19:04 No reports from the County or Borough were received.  

01-19:05 (a) The Report and Accounts for the period November 2018 – December 2018 were accepted 
as accurate and duly signed. 
(b) The payments list presented (for payments made between 12 November 2018 to 7 January 
2019) was accepted as accurate and duly signed. 
(c)The Chairman reported that confirmation of the submission of the request for the Precept had 
been received from the RFO.  
(d) The Chairman reported that the application for the annual mowing grant had not yet been 
made, but it was anticipated that it would be submitted in the near future. 
(e)The Chairman reported that the RFO had submitted the VAT Return for the period Oct – Dec 
2018 and that a reimbursement of £375.81 had been requested. 

 

01-19:06 The Council discussed whether it was possible to effectively manage 39 pages of risks listed on 
the Risk Register, and whether all risks listed were necessary, given that the Risk Register had 
been generated by a software application designed to capture all possible risks. Following 
discussion, it was proposed, seconded, and resolved that the Risk Register be reviewed before 
the March meeting to identify risks that were deemed appropriate to the business of the 
Council, and that only those risks be retained on the Register. That ‘business’ risks be owned 
and managed by the Council and financial risks be owned by the Council and managed by the 
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RFO, and that all risks be routinely reviewed and reported to the Council in March, July and 
November each year. It was resolved that a Findings Report from the Risk Register review be 
presented to the Council for discussion at the March meeting. 

01-19:07 The Chairman reported that the dangerous specialist equipment (chainsaw and petrol hedge 
cutter) previously used in the Pocket Park had been returned to the Parish Council. It was 
proposed that any future work in the Pocket Park, which required such equipment to be used, 
be undertaken by a skilled and insured contractor. The Council agreed, and it was resolved to 
employ a contractor to do such work. It was reported that all other equipment related to the use 
of the dangerous equipment would be returned to the Parish Council in due course. 
As there are no statutory rules governing the sale of chattels, Arnold Baker on Local Council 
Administration, and s 5.54 of the Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in 
England were consulted, and advice taken from the RFO. The Council resolved to dispose of 
the above 2 assets by private sale and to deposit the proceeds from the sale in the Parish 
Council account. It was proposed and agreed to place a ‘For Sale’ advertisement on the Village 
noticeboards and ask NCALC to advertise the items via a ‘round robin’ email to all Parish 
Councils in the three counties. The Chairman advised the Council that disposed assets are 
required to remain on the Asset Register and to be listed at a nil value. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01-19:08 The Council accepted the amended Financial Regulations and resolved to adopt the amended 
Financial Regulations with immediate effect. 

 

01-19:09 It was reported that the trawl notice for the vacancy of Clerk/RFO was distributed by NCALC 
across Parish Councils in Northamptonshire, Rutland and Leicestershire in November 2018, 
along with an advertisement placed on the Village notice boards and in the local Job Centre, 
and local Clerks contacted regarding a job share opportunity. One application has been 
received and the applicant will be interviewed on 25th January 2019 by Cllrs Neville and Heelan. 

 

01-19:10 The Chairman asked the Council to consider which elements of the Forward Plan could be 
actioned in the coming months. Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Skeete would 
Promote membership of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, Cllr Heelan would manage the 
work to reduce the incidence of dog fowling in public areas, and Cllr Neville would engage with 
Northamptonshire Police to address the problem of vehicle speeding on Village roads. It was 
agreed that the Council had already achieved the review and realignment of the Budget in-year 
and had set the Budget for the new FY ensuring expenditure was in-line with income, and that 
action across other elements in the Forward Plan could only be undertaken with an increased 
number of Councillors. 

Action On: All Councillors 

01-19:11 The Chairman asked all Councillors to consider funding sources in support of the purchase and 
maintenance of a defibrillator for use in the Village. It was agreed and resolved to first attempt 
to secure funding from the BLF, and Cllrs Neville and Skeete agreed to complete the BLF 
funding application. 

Action on: Cllrs Neville and 
Skeete to complete the online 
funding application and report 
back to the Council at the Mach 
meeting. 
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01-19:12 The Council agreed and resolved to adopt the following documents: 
a. Discipline and Grievance Policy 
b. Capability Policy  
c. New Publication Scheme  
d. Training Costs Agreement  
e. Schedule of Decisions form 

The documents were adopted with immediate effect. 

Action on: Cllr Heelan to 
correct the address on the 
Publication Scheme. 
Action On: Cllr Neville to 
arrange for publication of the 
documents on the CBC website 
in the interim, and on the new 
website pre-launch. 

01-19:13 a. The Chairman reported that LGSS (the Administrators of the Local Government Pension 
Scheme (LGPS)) contacted the Council to advise that they intended to commence 
cessation action immediately to close Stanion Parish Council’s membership of the 
LGPS. They advised that cessation required an opening position valuation, and that the 
cost of that work would be £3000.00. They were unable to provide the actual exit cost, 
but it is anticipated that the cost will be significant.  
A full investigation as to why Stanion Parish Council resolved to join the Scheme in April 
2017 is currently taking place. It can be confirmed that no provision was made by the 
then Parish Council for the triennial evaluation cost of £2000.00 plus VAT, which they 
were advised would be required to take place in March 2019. Therefore, there is no 
provision in the 2018/19 Budget to pay that cost, or the cost associated with exiting the 
pension scheme. The Chairman has negotiated a short delay in the cessation action 
until 31 March 2019 to afford the Council the opportunity to take professional pensions 
and legal advice. The Chairman advised that this is a complex matter, which is outside 
the capability of the Parish Council to resolve. It was therefore proposed, seconded and 
resolved to seek professional pensions advice from an Independent Financial Advisor 
who is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and authorised to provide such 
advice. In addition, it was proposed, seconded and resolved to seek specialist legal 
advice (employment/contract/pensions), if, following the IFA’s advice, it was deemed 
necessary. The Council further resolved to pay the costs of all such professional 
specialist advice from the Reserves and to meet the LGSS evaluation/cessation costs 
and LGPS exit costs from the Reserves.  

b. The Chairman reported that the draft Neighbourhood Plan funding application would be 
ready to present to the Council for discussion at the March 2019 meeting. 

c. The Council were reminded that membership of the Local Council Public Advisory 
Service (LCPAS) will start on 1 April and that the payment for annual membership and 
the full service of a Data Protection Officer has now been paid. 

d. The Chairman advised that the Parish Council office furniture is in place; BT attempted 
to connect the telephone line for the wi-fi capability, but were unable to do so because of 
a line fault, which they will attempt to repair in the coming week; Parish Council files and 
equipment will be moved into the office following confirmation from the VHMC that the 

Action On: Cllr Heelan to 
discuss the matter with the 
Independent Financial Advisor 
and a Pensions Lawyer if 
required and to keep the 
Council updated on the 
discussions and recommended 
actions. 
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requested window lock has been fitted; the date for wi-fi installation will be confirmed 
following connection of the BT line.  

e. The Chairman confirmed that an initial outline of requirements had been sent to the new 
website developer. Cllr Neville agreed to be the Project Lead for the development of the 
new website. 

f. The Chairman advised that publication of the 2nd edition of the Parish Council News is 
planned for the end of March, with delivery in early April. It was proposed, seconded and 
agreed to investigate the possibility of the newsletter being delivered by the Scouts or 
Cadets, and if delivery could be achieved in this way, the Council resolved to agree to 
pay a donation of £100 to the group (s137). However, the proposal requires guidance 
from the RFO to ensure that such payment is lawful in the circumstances. 

 
Action On: (f) Following RFO 
approval, Cllrs Neville and 
Skeete to discuss the 
possibility of delivering the 
newsletter with the local Scout 
Master and the Officer 
Commanding all Cadet forces 
based in Corby 
Action On: Cllr Heelan to 
check with RFO  

01-19:14 Cllr Neville reported that: 
a. NCC had inspected both Warren Road/A6116 pathway and the section of Corby Road 

from the junction with Gray’s Drive towards the High Street. NCC declared that no work 
was required on the Warren Road footpath and NCC did some remedial work that they 
considered necessary on the Corby Road section. 

b. She had accordingly advised the Parishioner who had reported the Warren Road/A6116 
overgrowth. 

c. She was awaiting a response from CBC regarding the broken kissing gate in Church 
Piece field. 

d. NCC were approached to determine the status of the footpath at the eastern end of 
Brigstock Road and determine remedial actions. 

e. Anglian Water have cleared the stream in Kettering Road. 
f. The TVAS unit has been mounted and is operational. 

The Council agreed that the problem of the overgrowth on Corby Rd should now be escalated 
to a senior officer at NCC Highways. 
Cllr Skeet reported on the awards in the Vic Bright Christmas Lights Competition went to: 1st 
place: Chase Close, 2nd place: Willow Lane, 3rd place: Kettering Road.  
The Parish Council are grateful to Stanion Primary School and the school children and their 
parents, who very kindly undertook the judging of this year’s competition.  
Cllr Skeete reported that the funding application to enable the Summer Sports event to take 
place had been unsuccessful. It was agreed that Cllr Skeete would discuss the programme with 
a representative from Stanion Primary School to identify whether a further attempt at securing 
funding might be appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action On: Cllr Heelan to write 
to Highways 
 
 
 
 
Action On: Cllr Skeete to 
discuss the programme and 
funding with a representative 
from Stanion Primary School 

01-19:15 The Chairman reported that most actions had now been completed and the remaining policies 
were under development and would be ready for review in the coming weeks. 
Cllr Neville reported that all her actions had been completed. 
Cllr Skeete reported that all her actions had been completed. 
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01-19:16 The Council were advised that 2 Planning Applications have been dealt with since the last 
meeting. Both were presented to the Council in the Schedule of Decisions: 
1. 18/00752/DPA – no comments offered.  
2. 18/00817/OUT Cowthick Plantation – a letter of objection from the Parish Council was sent to 
CBC. Letter of objection is on file. 
The following Applications have been received: 
18/00842/REM Site R17a Priors Hall – response by 27 Jan 2019 
18/00711/PRC Priors Hall Zones 2 and 3 – response by 16 Jan 2019 
18/00823/REM MLP Plot 3 Option A – response by 20 Jan 2019 
18/00824/REM MLP Plot 3 Option B – response by 20 Jan 2019 
18/00825/REM MLP Plot 3 Option C – response by 20 Jan 2019 
18/00826/REM MLP Plot 4 – response by 20 Jan 2019 
18/00817/OUT Cowthick Plantation – response by 9 Jan 2019 
The following Appeal has been received: 
APP/U2805/W/18/3213949 1 Gray’s Drive – response by 15 Feb 2019 
The Council resolved that a response to the above applications was not required, and that no 
further information could be provided in relation to the Appeal. 

 

01-19:17  The following correspondence received was reported: 

• Notice of a public consultation on Unitary Proposal from SofS James Brokenshire. 
Members of the public may comment if they so wish, and full details of all public 
consultations can be found on the NCC website. 

• Confirmation of the postponement of District and Parish Elections until May 2020. 

• A new copy of the Register of Electors was received from CBC and is on file.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

01-19:18 No report on Rural Pride was received. 
Crime figures continue to be low for the Village. The crime statistics covering this area may be 
viewed at www.police.uk 

 
 
 

01-19:19  One application for co-option was considered by the Council. The application failed to provide 
any information on which the Council might consider the candidate and the candidate failed to 
attend the meeting. Therefore, the Council resolved not to support the application.  

 

01-19:20 The date next meeting of the full Council is Monday 11 March 2019 and will commence at 7 pm.  

 There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was closed at 8:45 pm.  

 
 
 
 
      Signature: …………………………………………. 
 
      Date: ……………………………………………….. 

http://www.police.uk/

