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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 11th January 2012 at 7.00pm  
in The Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor McEwan (Chair) 

Councillors, Heggs, & Riley 

15. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beattie, Goult, Bromhall, Forshaw, 
Rahman & Pengelly. 

16. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

17. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th September 2011, copies of which had been 
circulated to Members, be received and agreed as a correct record. 

18. Core Strategy Progress Report 
The Principal Planner (Local Plan) presented a report to update the Committee on progress 
with the review of the Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire and was requesting 
feedback on the emerging approach. 

Considerable progress had been made on the review of the Core Strategy with Technical 
Workshops and events on Rural Areas, Smaller Towns and the visions for the area taking 
place since 2009. Most recently a Youth Conference was held to allow the young people to 
participate. 

A meeting of the Joint Planning Committee (JPC) was to be held on the 24 November 2011 
but was declared inquorate as no Members from East Northants Council were present 
however some important matters were covered and the officer report presented an 
opportunity to bring these matters to the attention of Members. 

Key messages emerged from the discussions including:- 

Settlement Hierarchy 

The Core Strategy defined three types of settlement in the Borough, Corby was categorised 
as a ‘growth town’ and the villages as either ‘rural areas’ or ‘restraint villages’. Discussions at 
JPC indicated that a more detailed settlement hierarchy would be supported in the 
replacement Core Strategy. 

Housing Requirements & Targets 

The proposed housing targets for Corby were a minimum requirement of 8,900 dwellings 
between 2011 and 2031 with an aspirational target being 14,200 dwellings over the same 
period. This was the highest levels in North Northamptonshire and reflected the latest 
housing projections and ambitions for growth. 

Employment Requirements 

The employment requirements for Corby would be scaled back to a minimum of 8,300 jobs 
by 2031 in light of past performance. As a result some of the labour force projected would be 
redistributed to other areas of North Northamptonshire. 
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The JPU confirmed that further work would be undertaken to assist in refining the approach 
to employment including the location of strategic employment development. 

Town Centre Network 

It was proposed the emphasis of current retail hierarchy could be amended with Corby 
stepping up to a sub-regional role alongside Kettering and an enhanced role for Rushden. 
The proposals would encourage retail expansion with the new retail floorspace distributed 
according to the hierarchy with Corby and Kettering accommodating 70% of new floorspace, 
the JPC agreed the retail hierarchy should not hold back any of the centres, recognising that 
the market determines where retailers locate. 

Mr Dan Pickard addressed the Committee and explained that the new owners of Corby Town 
Centre (Ashdown Phillips & Helical Bar) were fully supportive of Corby being a sub-regional 
centre and were still pursuing a large department store. 

Corby currently dominated the North Northamptonshire area and all new space was fully let 
and agents were out promoting Corby but currently the floorspace left in shops was not big 
enough for those interested in coming to Corby.  

Mr Pickard said that Kettering did not add to retail offer and would not overtake Corby, 
Helical Bar did want to invest in Corby and they fully supported the new classification, Mr 
Pickard offered to assist the Councillors and the Council in this. 

Members said that with Corby expanding it was important to bring in quality retail, Mr Pickard 
explained that 60% of Corby’s trade was over the weekend and development costs for a 
department store were very expensive. 

RESOLVED that:- 

• progress be noted with regard to the review of the Joint Core Strategy for North 
Northamptonshire 

• endorse the broad approaches to policy development set out in the report 

• express further comments  

19. Community Infrastructure Levy – consultation on detailed proposals & draft 
regulations for reforms to the Community Infrastructure Levy 
The Planning Officer (Local Plan) brought a report to inform Members of the latest 
Government consultation on the emerging Community Infrastructure Levy proposals. 

Due to the Committee cycle an informal officer response was submitted pending confirmation 
by Members of the Local Plan Committee. 

The Planning Act 2008 allowed a planning charge to be collected locally known as the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), a brief guide had been attached to the officers report, 
the CIL came into force on the 6th April 2010 with some changes being made in the Localism 
Bill in 2011, current consultation was taking place due to changes proposed in the Localism 
Act 2011. 

Included in the changes were:- 

• Implementation of Neighbourhood Funds – to give local authorities and their 
communities the means and flexibility to manage the impacts of development 

• Allowing receipts to be used to provide affordable housing 

• Charging authorities to report more openly and regularly on receipts and expenditure. 

• Adding New Development Orders 

The JPC for North Northamptonshire agreed in January 2011 to work with partner authorities 
to prepare a CIL framework for North Northamptonshire in parallel with the emerging review 
of the Core Strategy. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
Members approve and endorse the officer response to the Governments consultation 
regarding the reform to the Community Infrastructure Levy 

20. Northamptonshire Transportation Plan 
The Planning Officer (Local Plan) presented a report to inform Members of the 
Northamptonshire Transport Plan and agree a response to the consultation. 

The overarching aim of the document was for the plan to be ‘fit for purpose’. County Council 
recognised that the plan needed to be both aspirational and realistic. The aim ‘fit for purpose’ 
sought to create a network that delivered exactly what Northamptonshire needed to be able 
to function plus what was needed to grow. 

There were six key objectives supported by twenty strategic policies, these were important as 
they would be used to inform the other strategies and plans developed as part of the 
package of transportation plans. 

In addition to the transport strategy and policies the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan 
included an implementation plan to show how capital and revenue funding would be used to 
deliver the measures contained in the plan. 

The appendix to the overarching strategy document listed all of the policies contained in the 
interim third Local Transport Plan and Transport Strategy for Growth. It explained which of 
these policies had been superseded by the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan and which 
were currently saved until they were superseded by a forthcoming thematic strategy or town 
strategy. 

The daughter documents would be key when produced as they would provide the details of 
how the overarching objectives and aims would be delivered and how they would affect 
Corby Borough. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the content of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan be noted and that Members agree 
the responses outlined in the report as the Council’s formal representation.  

21. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.55 pm. 


