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Local Plan Committee 
Wednesday 1st July 2009 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 
    Councillors McEwan, Forshaw, Heggs, Miller-Barton, Bromhall 

    Councillor Beeby substituted 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pengelly. 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th April 2009, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

3. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made at the time. 

4. Appointment of Vice Chair 
RESOLVED that: 
Cllr McEwan be appointed Vice Chair for 2009/10. 

5. LDF Background Paper – Assessment of Potential Housing Sites 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report informing Members of the content of 
the Draft Assessment of Potential Housing Sites and sought approval of the draft evidence 
base document for Public Consultation. 

It was explained that the Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) was a 
key document in Corby’s Local Development Framework (LDF) and would include land 
allocations for development and detailed policies for the Management of Development. 

A detailed and thorough assessment of all potential housing sites had been prepared to meet 
Government requirements. It provided the basis for the selection of residential allocations in 
the DPD and provided the transparency of the process of site allocation. 

All together 127 sites had been considered, each site was assessed against a ‘Site 
Assessment Matrix’. The Matrix contained 23 assessment measures grouped under 
sustainability objectives, including access to shops, land type and relationship to existing 
settlements. The Appendix to the report set out recommendations and discussion outcomes 
from the LDF Seminar held on the 20th May 2009 which informed the final stages of the 
assessment. 

Departures from the sequential approach would only be justified in exceptional 
circumstances, where it could be demonstrated that no other reasonable sites were available 
or it was necessary to meet wider aims of sustainable development. 

The report contained a table showing the sites considered to be possible residential 
allocations for inclusion in the Site Specific Allocations DPD. Not all sites considered would 
be allocated as housing because the immediate planning of the area would not require that 
all of the sites be developed in the relevant plan period to meet strategic housing needs for 
the Borough. 
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It was concluded that the potential development sites background paper would form the basis 
for the selection of housing sites in the DPD with sites scoring highly being selected ahead of 
those scoring lowly.  

The results of the assessment were to be the subject of consultation as part of the wider 
process. In preparing the Site Allocations DPD the Council would consult on any proposals 
for individual sites. 

Members asked about adoption of roads, were there offices to be built at the Railway 
Interchange, was Tresham going on the old Community College site and would there be 
housing there? 

Officers explained that there would be room for housing and commercial alongside Tresham, 
Offices would be immediately around the Interchange and if 56 dwellings were to be built on 
the Larratt Road site then Highways would most lightly adopt the road. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the assessment be approved as part of the evidence base for the Local Development 
Framework and  

the assessment be agreed for further evaluation and assessment as part of the preparation 
of the Site Specific Allocations DPD. 

6. Draft Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Prosperous Economies 
The Local Plans Officer presented a report informing Members of the new Draft Planning 
Policy Statement: Planning for Prosperous Economies (PPS4). It sets out the Governments 
comprehensive policy framework for planning for sustainable economic development in urban 
and rural areas including town centres. 

The Draft Planning Policy Statement would achieve 3 key outcomes: 

• Update draft Planning Policy Statement 4: Sustainable Economic Development 
• Update draft Planning Policy Statement 6: Town Centres; and 
• Consolidate National Planning Policy on Economic Development into a single 

streamlined Planning Policy Statement 

In its final form the Planning Policy Statement would replace PPS 4, 5, 6 & 7 and Parts of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 13: Transport. The Draft Planning Policy Statement had been 
published for consultation which ended on the 28th July 2009.  

The Policies set out in PPS4 should be taken into account by Regional Planning bodies in 
the preparation of revisions to Regional Spatial Strategies and by Local Planning Authorities 
in the preparation of Local Development Documents.  

The Officers report covered the necessary areas of PPS4 that would achieve the 
Governments objectives and the Officer concluded the Government required that Regional 
and Local Development Plans be proactive and flexible to support business start up and 
growth, attract inward investment and increase employment, particularly in deprived areas. 

Members asked about New Prosperity, what buildings were we looking for, would it be 
‘sheds’, these were good for distribution but were low paid jobs what was required were jobs 
in technology and other better paid jobs. 

Officers said that the ‘sheds’ provided an interesting dilemma in how the future of Corby was 
planned as Corby was in a very good position when it came to routes for distribution. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the contents of the Draft PPS4 and key implications be noted 
and the Consultation Response be approved.  



Local Plan Committee 1st July 2009 

  3

7. Local Development Framework: Rural Strategy 
The Planning Officer (Local Plan) presented a report on the results of the Rural Strategy and 
requested that Members endorse the Strategy to contribute to the Local Development 
Framework evidence base. 

The SAADPD would contain a chapter outlining policies in relation to the villages and rural 
areas of the Borough. Work was ongoing to produce a spatial options paper for public 
consultation which was anticipated to be in August/September 2009. 

The Rural Strategy Paper provided an update to the 2006 preferred option for’ village 
confines’. There were two components to the preferred option, firstly to retain existing Local 
Plan village confine boundaries in order to preserve the village’s character and secondly to 
designate village boundaries at Great Oakley, Rockingham and East Carlton. 

As there were no requirements to expand the existing village confines the existing spatial 
option could take forward the existing Local Plan Boundaries for Gretton, Weldon, Stanion, 
Cottingham and Middleton. A desk based assessment had been conducted on each village 
to ensure that the village confines were relevant and up to date. The results of the exercise 
could be found in Section 10 of the background paper showing revised boundaries that had 
been proposed to be contained in the Spatial Options and schedule of changes from the 
original Local Plan Boundary. 

Rockingham and East Carlton were the only villages in the Borough entirely covered by a 
Conservation Area; this confirmed that Conservation was a high priority in these villages in 
comparison to others in the Borough. They were therefore both suitable for inclusion in the 
DPD as Restraint Villages in line with Core Strategy requirements. This approach did not 
require the villages to have boundaries drawn due to the acceptance that further 
development would be severely limited and therefore a village boundary would not be a 
determining factor for development. 

The protection offered by the Conservation Area and the relationship to the town warranted 
the inclusion of Great Oakley within the ‘Urban Boundary’ as reported to the Local Plan 
Committee on the 15 April 2009. 

It was deemed justified to also consider drawing a village confines boundary for the new 
development at land west of Stanion (off Long Croft Road). This was consistent with the Core 
Strategy which treated it as a rural settlement. 

It was concluded that since the NNCSS was adopted in June 2008 the Rural Strategy had 
demonstrated that aspects of the original approach outlined in 2006 towards village confines 
was outdated. Officers were therefore recommending that the village confines should be 
reassessed and a revised option be taken forward based on the results of the Rural Strategy. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members endorse the proposed boundaries and rural designations outlined in the report to 
form a basis of a revised Spatial Option for village confines and to allow the Rural Strategy to 
contribute to the LDF evidence base. 

8. Local Development Framework: Participation Action Plan  
The Planning Officer (Local Plan) presented a report for Members to agree the Participation 
Action Plan which laid out the approach to community and stakeholder engagement in the 
development of Site Specific Allocations DPD. The aim was to increase the level of 
participation by recognising the importance of meaningful ongoing engagement with key 
stakeholders and interested parties. 

This was an important document as it demonstrated the levels of engagement in the plan 
making process and how the progression of the LDF met the principles outlined in PPS12. 
Clear consultation guidance was also provided for each stage of the SSA DPD. 

Members said the idea was very important, it was necessary to consult and encourage 
participation as some issues were far reaching and affected people further afield. 
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 RESOLVED that:- 
Members agree the Participation Action Plan as a basis for community and stakeholder 
engagement in the production of the Site Specific Allocations DPD 

9. Close of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 7.55pm. 


