
 
Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 1st December 2010 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor McEwan (Chair) 

Councillors, Pengelly & Stanbra 

     

16. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miller-Barton, Beattie, Forshaw, 
Heggs & Bromhall. 

17. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. Councillors McEwan, 
Pengelly and Stanbra all declared a personal non prejudicial interest in anything relevant to 
the NNJPC. 

18. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2010, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

19. Development Contributions SPD 
Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report on the Development Contributions SPD and 
asked Members to consider and support the comments as a basis for the Council’s 
representation. 

On the 22nd September 2010 the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee 
approved public consultation on the North Northamptonshire Draft Development 
Contributions SPD, Members had received a copy. 

A seminar had been convened on the 22 November 2010 for Members of Local Plan to 
discuss the response to the consultation on Development Contributions SPD and comments 
from that meeting were presented as an Addendum to the report. 

Regulation 122 of the community Infrastructure Levy Regulations stated that developer 
contributions to infrastructure could only be sought when they would be: 

• necessary to make the proposed development acceptable in planning terms 
• directly related to the development 
• fairly and reasonable related in scale and kind 

These were three of the five statutory tests in the DCLG Circular 05/2005 dealing with 
planning obligations and have underpinned all planning obligations sought by this Council. 

This Council had to date negotiated developer contributions based on the planning model 
developed by EDAW for NDC, this acted as a basis for negotiation but essentially each 
application was considered on a case by case basis. 

This approach had secured significant investment in the Borough, however agreements 
under the current practice could be complicated and take time to negotiate and agree. New 
regulations, part of which came into force in April 2010 had a prescriptive approach and 
removed some of the flexibility. The preparation of the SPD provided opportunity to reinforce 
the Councils approach and would assist the Council when requesting contributions that met 
the legal requirements. 

The adopted Core Spatial Strategy was committed to supporting developments with 
improvements to the physical and social infrastructure. The purpose of the SDP was to 
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provide clarity and greater certainty to local authorities, land owners, developers, 
stakeholders and the local community regarding the basis on which development 
contributions would be sought and used. 

Key issues for Corby arising from the SDP would be set out in the Councils response to the 
Joint Planning Unit on the consultation. These included: 

• Menu based approach 
• Thresholds 
• Viability 
• Site Specific Infrastructure 
• Standard Charges 

Following close of consultation the document would be amended as required and the revised 
document and a summary of the consultation responses would be reported to the JPC for 
approval and subsequent recommendation to the partner authorities for adoption. 

The Local Plans Principal Planner drew the Committees attention to the Addendum which 
informed them of the Seminar on the 22 November 2010, a summary of the main points 
raised during the discussion was included. There were also additional officer comments 
submitted after the original report was written. 

The Officer concluded that the SDP would strengthen the Councils ability to secure 
appropriate planning obligations from developments within the Borough and create greater 
transparency, predictability and consistency in the way developer contributions were agreed. 

A prominent concern had been the impact on economic viability which could harm the growth 
and regeneration in Corby. Consequently it would be the local authorities’ decision making 
process that decided the level of contributions for each development. The flexibility in the 
SDP provided scope for each planning authority to discuss with applicants the most 
appropriate way forward for each application. 

Another concern identified was the extensive range of infrastructure typologies that were 
covered within the standard charges. The flexibility provided by the menu based approach 
was sufficiently flexible to accommodate variations in the levels of contributions and the 
Council would maintain the freedom to select and choose which infrastructure categories 
should be prioritised for investment according to latest evidence and local circumstances. 

RESOLVED that:- 

• the Committee note the key issues in the report as the basis of the Council’s 
response and to supplement it with the points raised at the Member Seminar and the 
further Officer comments. 

• the Corporate Director in consultation with the Chair be authorised to send the above 
and any necessary further consultation comments to the Joint Planning Unit as part of 
the Councils formal response to the consultation exercise. 

20. Local Development Framework Monitoring Indicators 
The Local Plan Planning Officer presented a report on the latest monitoring indicators which 
had been submitted to the Joint Planning Unit (JPU) informing them of the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Annual Monitoring Report for 2009/10. 

In January 2010 the first North Northamptonshire Joint Annual Monitoring Report was 
produced through joint working between Corby, East Northants, Kettering and 
Wellingborough Councils and the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit. 

The process of Joint working as organised by the JPU involved extensive data collection by 
each local planning authority which was then compiled and analysed by the JPU before 
production of the final report. 

It was envisaged that a streamlined version of the Joint AMR would be produced this year 
where indicators would specifically be reported at the North Northamptonshire level and each 
local authority would be responsible for publishing their own indicators. This being the case 

 9       



Local Plan Committee   1st December 2010 
the officers’ report showed Corby’s statutory monitoring requirements, showing Corby’s 
progress against the Core Output Indicators. 

There were 16 Core Output Indicators and each authority would publish their individual 
progress which would facilitate the production of the Joint Annual Monitoring Report for April 
2009 to March 2010. The Joint AMR was due to be submitted to the Secretary of State prior 
to the 31st December 2010 deadline. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the Committee note Corby’s progress against Core Output Indicators, which with the 
production of the Joint AMR (2009-10) would fulfil Corby’s statutory monitoring requirements. 

The Joint AMR to be submitted to the Secretary of State by 31st December 2010. 

21. Housing Targets for North Northamptonshire 
The Local Plans Planning Officer presented a report on the draft Statement of Intent on 
Housing Targets for North Northamptonshire considering the implications on Corby’s Local 
Development Framework and 5 year supply assessment.  

This was an important document informing Corby’s LDF as it was a material consideration in 
demonstrating a 5 year supply of delivering housing sites and would frame the approach to 
housing delivery in the Site Specific Allocations DPD. 

The aspirations for growth evolved into policy in the Regional Plan for the East Midlands and 
adopted North Northamptonshire CSS. The Government had announced the intention to 
revoke the Regional Plans signalling the removal of regional housing targets. This did not 
have an immediate impact on Corby because the Regional Plan requirement of 16,800 
dwellings for the period 2001/21 was embodied in the adopted North Northants CSS. 

Clarity for housing targets was important because PPS3 for Housing requires all planning 
authorities to identify a rolling 5 year supply of specific deliverable housing sites. The current 
requirements against which the land supply was assessed were those set out in the adopted 
CSS. Not having a 5 year supply of housing sites in Corby would lead to the submission of 
an increased number of planning applications in less than ideal locations. This could lead to 
developers submitting proposals for housing that were technically in conflict with the 
development plan. 

A Statement of Intent was required due to the housing targets contained within the adopted 
CSS no longer being considered deliverable by 2021. This was not due to a shortage of 
available land as Corby had committed to 8,214 dwellings through existing planning 
permissions and resolutions to grant planning permission subject to legal agreement as well 
as provision for 6,512 dwellings through saved and emerging allocations. 

In conclusion the officer set out three areas to consider: 

Growth Scenarios 

The growth aspirations for Corby remain, as demonstrated by the supply of 8,214 dwellings 
through commitments and 6,512 through allocations; however, it was clear that existing CSS 
targets were not currently achievable by 2021. 

As such there was a need for locally responsive new housing provision that was based upon 
the aspirations of growing Corby. The higher growth scenario reflected the aspirations of 
Corby and was considered to be the most suitable option until replacement targets were 
developed. 

5 Year Supply Assessment 

The higher growth scenario promoted optimistic rates of recovery from the economic 
recession and reflected Corby’s ambitions for growth in line with the Regeneration 
Framework. The assessment demonstrated that Corby had an 8.18 year supply of 
deliverable housing sites, this would assist Development Control in resisting proposals for 
unsuitable residential development. 
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Local Development Framework 

The extension of the existing CSS targets beyond 2021 was supported as well as revising 
the targets through the review of the Core Spatial Strategy; this would provide a steer for 
subsidiary DPDs. 

22. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.55pm. 
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