
Full Council
Thursday 8th September 2005
At 7.00pm in The Willow Room, The Willows Complex, George Street, Corby

Present: Councillor R Beeby (Mayor)
Councillors O’Neill (Deputy Mayor), Addison, Boyd, Bromhall, Fawcett,
Ferns, Gordon, Jackson, Kane, Latta, Massie, Noble,  Rodden, Scott,
Smith, Stanbra and Woolmer

30. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beattie, Forshaw, Heggs,
Hogston, Howard, McEwan, Pengelly, Torrie and Wade.

31. Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the
business to be discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-
prejudicial, the nature of the interest and whether they intended participating in the
relevant agenda item.
Councillor Latta declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any
discussion on Hackney Carriage Licensing.
Councillor Fawcett declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any
discussions arising from the minutes concerning Catalyst Corby or the demolition
project on the Kingswood Estate.

32. Minutes of Previous Full Council Meetings
The Council was asked to confirm the minutes of the Full Council meetings held on
14th July 2005 and 4th August 2005 as a correct record, copies of which were
attached.

RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of Full Council meetings held on 14th July 2005 and 4th August 2005 be
agreed as a correct record.

33. Mayor’s Announcements
There were no announcements at this time.

34. Petitions
No petitions had been received.

35. Public Question Time
No requests to address Full Council had been received.

36. Minutes of Committee and Panel Meetings
36.1 Development Control Committee

Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee
meetings held on 26th July 2005 and 23rd August 2005.

RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of the meetings be received.
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36.2 Standards Committee
Professor Knibbs presented the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held
on 7th July 2005.

RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of the meeting be received.

36.3 One Corby Policy Committee
Councillor Fawcett presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee
meetings held on 19th July 2005 and 16th August 2005.
RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of the meetings be received.

36.4 Parklands Gateway Committee
Councillor Scott presented the minutes of the Parklands Gateway Committee
meeting held on 25th July 2005.
RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of the meeting be received.

36.5 Local Plan Committee
Councillor Kane presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meeting held on
13th July 2005.
RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of the meeting be received.

36.6 Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Noble presented the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel meetings
held on 6th July 2005 and 3rd August 2005.

RESOLVED that:-
The minutes of the meetings be received.

37. Motions
The following Motion had been received and was printed on the Agenda paper for
discussion:

“Corby Borough Council welcomes the introduction of free bus travel for people aged
60 and over after 9.30am on weekdays and all day at weekends.  Corby Borough
Council calls upon the Government to full fund free bus travel for the over 60’s so
that none of the cost will fall on the Council Tax”.

The Motion was PROPOSED by Councillor Stanbra and SECONDED by Councillor
Bromhall.
Councillor Stanbra welcomed the introduction of the free bus travel but did raise
concerns that the extension of the scheme did not go far enough and that the burden
for financing the scheme would fall on local tax payers.  Councillor Stanbra whilst
welcoming the scheme was keen to ensure that there was sufficient Government
funding to provide this service extension.
Generally, Full Council supported the Motion, however, felt that it would be
inappropriate at this time, to lobby Government.  The majority of Councillors felt that
additional Government funding would be forthcoming in the future to finance the
extension of the service.
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An amendment was duly MOVED and agreed that:-

“Corby Borough Council welcomed the extension of the service and supported the
introduction of free bus travel for people aged 60 and over after 9.30am on weekdays
and all day at weekends.  The Council further wished to thank the Labour
Government for the extension of the service”.

The amendment became the substantive Motion and was duly MOVED and
SECONDED.  The Motion was AGREED.
A further Motion had been submitted to Full Council.
“That Corby Borough Council –

1. Recognises that microregeneration (that is the generation of energy by
householders installing micro-units in their own homes) is a valuable new
approach to engaging people as consumers and citizens in the important
issues of climate change and reducing carbon dioxide emissions.

2. Therefore, welcomes the introduction of the Climate Change and
Sustainability Energy Bill and the Management of Energy in Buildings Bill into
Parliament by a cross-party group of MPs on 22nd June, noting that together
these Bills will:

(a) require the Prime Minister to report annually to Parliament on the level
of greenhouse gas emissions;

(b) require the Chancellor of the Exchequer to implement a fiscal strategy
to assist with microregeneration and energy efficiency;

(c) require the Government to set national targets for microregeneration
and enable local authorities to set targets if they deem it appropriate;

(d) extend permitted development status to the installation of
microregeneration subject to the specifying of safeguards relating to
visual and noise effects;

(e) require utility companies to purchase at a reasonable rate any surplus
energy generated by householders via microregeneration;

(f) require future revisions of Building Regulations to take into account the
desirability of promoting microregeneration and of introducing an
energy generating rating system in new buildings;

(g) enable householders who generate electricity by microregeneration to
have access to “renewables obligation certificates”; and

(h) establish a “renewable heat obligation” requiring utility companies to
support certain amount of heat from renewable sources.

And therefore

(i) supports the Bills and resolves to inform the Government of the
Council’s view;

(j) Urges the Government to support the Bills;

(k) Urges local MPs to be present in Parliament to back these Bills when
they are debated in the House of Commons on 11th November;

(l) Urges local MPs to sign House of Commons Early Day Motion No.391
in support of these Bills;

(m) Resolves to inform the local media and the Micropower Council of this
resolution; and
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(n) Resolves also to support the Sustainable Energy Partnership’s
submission to the Government consultation on the draft
microregeneration strategy (held under section 82 of the Energy Act
2004) which proposes that policies (b)-(g) above, should be included
in the final strategy”.

The Motion was PROPOSED by Councillor Bromhall and SECONDED by Councillor
Stanbra.
Councillor Bromhall introduced the Motion, he felt it was important that Government
provided leadership in relation to microregeneration agenda.  The Motion was
requesting that the Government support Bills currently going through Parliament and
also called upon the Council to urge local MP’s to support these Bills.
Following a debate by Councillors, a vote was taken on the Motion.  The Motion
FELL.

38. Questions Submitted to the Leader of the Council
A series of questions had been duly submitted in writing prior to the Full Council
meeting.
Question 1.
The following question was submitted by Councillor Stanbra:
Corby Borough Council recently received a Decision Notice from the Information
Commissioner regarding a complaint brought by Mr J Wood Cowling under Section
50 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  Will Corby Borough Council be
complying in full with the action required by the Decision Notice.

Councillor Fawcett informed Full Council that the Council would be complying in full
with the Decision Notice.
A copy of the Decision, together with other associated reports, would be submitted to
the Democracy and Governance Panel at its meeting on 21st September 2005.
Included on that agenda would be a report in relation to the recent Public Interest
Report, issued by the Audit Commission in relation to the Interim Financed Director.
This matter would also be submitted through the minutes of the Democracy and
Governance Panel to the Full Council meeting in November 2005.
Councillor Fawcett further stated that prior to the publication of the Public Interest
Report, the Council had introduced safeguards to ensure that the possibility of a
repetition of the events surrounding the temporary appointment of the Interim
Finance Director, could be mitigated. These included monitoring the Council’s spend
on Agency and temporary staff.  A further report on this issue would be submitted to
Members in due course.
Question 2
The following question was submitted by Councillor Stanbra:

Corby Borough Council’s Housing service was recently rated by the Audit
Commission as Poor, with uncertain prospects for improvement.  On a scale of 0-3
stars, the Audit Commission Inspection Team gave the Housing Service 0 stars.

This is a worse rating than when the service was last inspected in 2003.  Is anyone
responsible for this sorry state of affairs?

Councillor Fawcett responded to the question.  Councillor Fawcett stated that all
Councillors shared responsibility but as Leader of the controlling Group, she
recognised that she had a particular responsibility in the matter.
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Councillor Fawcett informed Full Council that the Council had already taken steps to
address some of the issues raised by the recent inspections.  These included the
Policy Committee appointing a Lead Member for Housing who would be able to focus
on Housing issues within the Council and provide an avenue for Members to raise
concerns and seek clarification on Housing Services performance.  In addition,
changes had already started to be implemented in relation to the management and
operation of the service.  This included uniting various related services, including
Housing, into a new Neighbourhood Pride Department.   A new Head of Service
would be appointed in due course.
In conclusion, Councillor Fawcett stated that various other initiatives were also under
way. These included reviewing the Council’s provision of Emergency
Accommodation with the probable closure of The Lodge facility.
The establishment of a new One Stop Shop would also improve service to customers
using the Council’s Housing service.
Question 3
The following question had been submitted by Councillor Howard.  Due to Councillor
Howard’s absence from the meeting, Councillor Jackson acted on his behalf.

Can the Chief Executive inform this Council why we were not informed that a request
for information under Freedom of Information Act had been declined and are there
any other requests that have been declined.

Councillor Fawcett referred Councillor Jackson to her response to an earlier
question.
In addition, Councillor Fawcett informed the meeting that she had been supplied with
a copy of a report which monitored the number of Freedom of Information Act
requests that had been received by the Council.  She confirmed to Council that at
present, no other determinations had been made against the Council and that the
vast majority of requests had been dealt with in a prompt and efficient manner.
Question 4
The following question had been submitted by Councillor Howard.
Can the Chief Executive write to our Member of Parliament, Phil Hope, and request
that he supports the early day motion being put forward by Phillip Holobone MP to
urge the Government to improve the road network in the County.

Councillor Fawcett informed the meeting that due to Phil Hope’s position as a Junior
Minister, he was not allowed to sign or endorse early day motions.
Councillor Fawcett did inform Full Council however, that the Council Leadership had
been involved in cross-party discussions with neighbouring Local Authorities to lobby
both local and national Government for additional funds to improve the road network
within the County.
Question 5

Can the Chief Executive inform us as to what steps this Council is taking to work with
the County Council to secure additional  Government funding to ensure that the new
A43 Link Road is a dual carriageway.

Councillor Fawcett informed the meeting that the Council Leadership were in
constant consultation with the County Council regarding this project.  Corby Borough
Council’s Chief Executive was due to meet the County Council Chief Executive in the
near future and the item would again be discussed.
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The current Leader of the County Council had given assurances to try and find
additional funding to meet this request.  There was general support for the project to
be progressed and Councillor Fawcett gave Council the assurance that the
leadership would continue to ensure that this matter was regarding as a high priority.

39. Close of Meeting
The meeting closed at 8.24pm.


