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Local Plan Committee 4th August 2010
 

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework 
Update on Progress 

 
SYNOPSIS 

To inform Members of the current position of the Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework.  

1.0 Relevant Background Details 
1.1 The County Council is working on producing the Minerals and Waste Development 

Framework (MWDF) which will be the land use planning strategy for minerals and waste-
related development in the county to 2026.  It will set out the strategy for investment in new 
waste and minerals development in Northamptonshire, and suitable locations within the 
county. The framework will progressively replace the existing Minerals and Waste Local Plan 
adopted in 2006.  

1.2  A number of key milestones have been achieved recently in respect of the MWDF, the 
adoption of the Core Strategy, submission of the two site specific Development Plan 
Documents (DPDs) for examination, and the proposed submission period for representations 
being held for the Control and Management of Development DPD.  

1.3 The Northamptonshire MWDF comprises of the following DPDs: 

• The Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD)- sets out the broad 
strategy for minerals and waste in the county and the levels of provision required. The 
Core Strategy was adopted by Northamptonshire County Council on 20th May 2010; 

• Locations for Waste Development DPD, which identifies specific sites and key 
locations for waste-related development; 

• Locations for Minerals Development DPD, which identifies specific sites for 
minerals related development; and 

• The Proposals Map, which identifies the sites and other key designations on a 
detailed map; and 

• Control and Management of Development DPD which covers aspects of controlling 
and managing minerals and waste-related development, such as traffic, 
environmental impact, amenity impact and after use following temporary 
development. 

1.4 Corby Borough Council has responded to numerous consultations during the development of 
the MWDF. Members of Local Plan Committee on the 18th February 2009 strongly objected 
to the Locations for Waste Development DPD. Objections were based on the scale of waste 
facilities proposed for the Corby Borough, and the document’s interpretation of the Core 
Strategy. These objections were submitted as formal representations to the consultation. 

2.0 Progress on the MWDF 
The adopted Core Strategy 

2.1 The MWDF Core Strategy was formally adopted on the 20th May 2010.  The adopted Core 
Strategy is the main component of the MWDF and sets out the development strategy for 
minerals and waste by outlining the provision required to 2026, and the strategic 
considerations that will enable this provision to be accommodated within Northamptonshire.  



2.2 The Core Strategy states that the target minerals provision will be made through both 
extensions to existing sites and new sites if they meet the spatial strategy for mineral 
extraction and are assessed as meeting environmental, amenity and other requirements of 
the MWDF. The spatial strategy proposes no mineral extraction sites within the Corby 
Borough.  

2.3 In terms of waste management, the core strategy indicates the facilities needed to meet the 
following indicative capacity gaps that will arise by 2026: 

• Recycling capacity for municipal and commercial & industrial waste will need 
to increase by 229,000 tonnes; 

• Biological processing capacity for municipal and commercial & industrial waste 
will need to increase by 221,000 tonnes; 

• Waste management or advance treatment capacity required to deal with the 
remaining waste (currently disposed to landfill) will need to increase by 
334,000 tonnes: and 

• Inert recycling capacity for construction and demolition waste will need to 
increase by 357,000 tonnes.  

2.4 It is important to note that there will still be a requirement for disposal to landfill. The total 
estimated disposal capacity requirement for 2026 is 709,000 tonnes.  

2.5 The spatial strategy addresses these capacity gaps through a ‘waste management network’ 
that will be focused towards an identified central spine (from Northampton through to Corby). 
Advanced treatment facilities with sub-regional or wider catchments will be particularly 
focussed towards this spine.  Development will be concentrated in Northampton, 
Wellingborough, Kettering, Corby and Daventry.  

2.6 Table CS3 of the adopted Core Strategy provides an illustration of the quantum of facilities 
required: 

  
  Note: 

- Estimated facility requirements- additional facilities or extension of equivalent capacity to existing facilities. 

- MBT processes accepting ‘black bag’ waste (with recyclables removed through kerbside collection systems and 
household waste recycling centres (HWRCs)) producing refuse derived fuel to undergo waste to energy physio-
chemical treatment.  

2.7 The adopted Core Strategy also contains policies for: 
• The promotion of (a) sustainable design and the use of resources, to include waste 

minimisation in the construction and operation of new development; (b) promoting the 
co-location of waste management facilities in areas of new development; and (c) 
encouraging sustainable transport movements associated with minerals and waste 
related development.  
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• Safeguarding minerals resources and minerals and waste sites/facilities from 
alternative uses and/or sterilisation by other development. 

• Restoration and after-use of sites 
3.0  Locations for Waste Development DPD 

3.1 Although the DPD is a site allocations plan, the Locations for Waste Development DPD does 
not identify every waste management site required up to 2026 as this is not realistic and 
would not allow enough flexibility. The assumption is that, beyond the specific sites allocated 
in the DPD, sites will come forward through the planning application process.  

3.2 To help meet capacities required, the policies in the DPD identify: 
• Specific sites for waste management facilities within the county; and  
• Specific (industrial area) locations where waste management uses would be 

acceptable in principle 

3.3 Within the DPD, policies define sites in the following manner: 
Integrated waste management facilities 
A small number of sites on which an integrated facility should be sited and which would 
comprise both advanced and preliminary treatment facilities or a mix of preliminary treatment 
facilities. There are three such sites for integrated facilities identified in the DPD, all of which 
are in or adjacent to key urban areas in the county.  Some of these sites already have a 
waste related use. Two of these sites within the Corby borough: 

WS2: Corby (South East) at Corby landfill, Kettering Road, Weldon 
WS3: Corby (Central East) adjacent to Corby Sewage Treatment works, Weldon Road, 
Corby 
Sites for waste management use in or adjacent to urban areas  
Specific sites within urban areas where waste management uses or an intensification or 
expansion of existing waste uses, would be acceptable. Within Corby two sites have been 
identified: 

WS9: Gretton Brook Road 
WS10: Pilot Road  
Industrial area locations for waste management uses 
These are industrial locations within the main urban area where appropriate waste 
management facilities would be acceptable in principle. Within Corby these are identified as: 

WL15: Oakley Hay 
WL16: Earlstrees 
WL17: Weldon Road 
WL18: North Eastern Industrial Area 

3.4 As a consequence of the representations received to the pre submission consultation and 
the amendments to the Core Strategy, the County Council consulted on some minor changes 
to the Locations DPDs for six weeks from 13th May 2010. The changes were largely to 
improve referencing and readability, and to reflect the changes made to the Core Strategy in 
line with the Inspectors recommendations. The changes did not alter any site allocations, nor 
the overall approach to the DPD. The Council did not submit any representations to this 
stage of the DPD consultation. However the Councils original objections remained. 

3.5 Following conclusion of the examination into the Core Strategy element of the MWDF, the 
Locations for Waste and Minerals Development DPDs have now been submitted to the 
Secretary of State on the 31st March 2010.These two documents will now be examined for 
their compliance with statutory requirements and on soundness by an independent Inspector 
appointed by the Planning Inspectorate. In undertaking this task the Inspector will have 
particular regard to Corby Borough Councils representations made on the waste locations 
document last winter.  
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3.6 The Inspector will start to consider these documents and the supporting evidence base 
immediately and as part of the process public hearing sessions will be held. It is anticipated 
that these will take place from the 12th to 22nd October 2010. Those who made 
representations of objection to one or both documents have a right to be heard at the 
examination public hearings. As Corby submitted objections to the Locations for Waste 
Development DPD, we will be invited to attend the public hearing sessions for this document.  

4.0 Control and Management of Development DPD 
4.1 The Pre-submission Control and Management of Development DPD was published for public 

consultation from the 27th May 2010 for 8 weeks. This DPD contains the policies for 
controlling and managing the impact of minerals and waste development within the County. It 
is these policies the County Council will use to determine future minerals and waste 
applications within Northamptonshire. In consultation with the Council’s Development Control 
team, it was agreed that the document complied with relevant legislation and there was no 
obvious issues with the soundness of the plan. As the consultation is only seeking 
representations made in reference to not meeting legal compliance or the test of soundness, 
it was decided that no comments were to be submitted in relation to this DPD.  

5.0 Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities  
The County Council is the minerals and waste planning authority for Northamptonshire. In 
addition to having responsibility for determining planning applications for mineral and waste 
development, it is responsible for producing the MWDF for Northamptonshire. The MWDF 
will eventually replace the existing Minerals and Waste Local Plans and form part of the 
statutory development plan alongside the Local Development Framework and Regional 
Spatial Strategy. 
Financial, Performance Information, Best Value, Community Safety,  
None as a result of this report 
Legal 
Planning and Compulsory Act 2004 
Human Rights, Equalities 
There are no human rights/equalities implications 
Sustainability 
The Plan will promote sustainable development and all components of the MWDF are 
subject to a Sustainability Appraisal including a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

6.0 Recommendations 
6.1  That Members note the progress of the Northamptonshire MWDF and agree the opportunity 

to sustain objections at the Locations for Waste Development DPD public examination be 
taken.  

Background Papers 
Northamptonshire MWDF Locations for Waste Development DPD: Schedule of Suggested 
Changes: 
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Environ/planning/policy/mine
rals/Documents/PDF%20Documents/LWD.Suggested%20Changes.pdf
Local Plan Committee Reports and Minutes dated: 

• 12th December 2007 
• 22nd October 2008 
• 18th February 2009 
• 16th December 2009 

Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements, Planning Officer, ext 4205 
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