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Local Plan Committee
Wednesday 18 January 2006 at 7.00pm
in Committee Room, 2nd Floor, Deene House, Corby

Councillors present: Councillor Kane (Chair)
Councillors Scott, Smith, Howard and Jackson

22. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr O’Neill.

23. Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. Cllr Scott expressed a
personal, non–prejudicial interest in respect of his Union work and connections with Atkins
Consultancy under Item 1 - Report on Results of Issues and Options Consultation.

24. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RESOLVED that: -
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2005, having been circulated to Members,
be agreed as a correct record.

25. Local Development Framework
The Head of Regeneration & Growth presented a report informing Members of the response
to consultation on the ‘Local Development Framework for Corby Issues and Options Paper’
which would be used to develop the preferred options for the Corby Site Specific Policies and
Allocations, together with Area Action Plans for the Town Centre, Kingswood and
Danesholme and the Corby Urban Extension.

In addition to general consultation, three workshops had been held for key stakeholders
around the themes of Housing, Economy & Employment and Villages & Rural Areas.  The
results of the consultation had been analysed by Atkins and summarised in a report which
had been circulated as part of the agenda papers, the full report being available in the
Member’s Library.

Key conclusions of the report were detailed under the following headings:

• Aims
• Economy & Employment
• Housing
• Traveller Sites
• Villages & Rural Areas
• Town Centre & Retail

Suggested Council responses to individual consultation comments were outlined in Appendix
5 of the full report.  The excellent response to the consultation exercise provided a firm base
from which to develop the next stage of the LDF process.

Members commented on issues in respect of Transport, particularly provision for buses.
Progress on the development of the Area Action Plans was also queried.

Comment was also made on missing appendices in the full report in the Members’ Library
and the difficulty of accessing and absorbing this quantity of information in the time available
before a meeting.  It was explained that this was normal practice for bulky documents but it
was agreed they should also be circulated electronically wherever possible.
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Officers explained that there was a shift away from the old style bus station but the nature
and style of the final provision would be considered in due course.  The consultation
responses formed part of the evidence/process to inform future decisions.  The clear
message coming through in respect of avoiding past errors was recognised.  The Area Action
Plans were in various stages of development.  It had been agreed to produce these as part of
the Local Development Framework and they would come before Members in due course.

Comment was made on affordable housing and the need to tighten up on the statements
relating to this.  In relation to recent development proposals, it was explained that any
departure from the current Local Plan required justification.

There was some discussion in respect of the need to raise educational and training
achievements and improve the employment opportunities within the town.  The town had
pursued such aspirations since the closure of the Steelworks in the early 1980s.  Current
activities included the construction skills project, proposed Logistics training centre and the
small business Enterprise Zone on Cockerill Road.

RESOLVED that: -
The ‘Report on Results of Issues and Options Consultation for Corby Borough Council’
(January 2006) be approved as a basis for the development of all the policies within the Local
Development Framework.

26. Preferred Options For North Northamptonshire – your chance to comment on the
emerging proposals
Members received a report in respect of the opportunity to comment on the preferred options
for North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy.

At the meeting on the 13 July 2005, the Local Plan Committee discussed its response to the
draft paper and commented extensively on the growth and regeneration aspirations of the
town.  Comment was also fed into the Joint Board meeting on 7 November 2005.  The
‘Preferred Options’ document was launched on 18 November 2005 for consultation until 27
January 2006 and all Members had received a copy for comment.

The report detailed the issues raised by Members in respect of the 7 November Board
meeting, together with the updated position.  It had also been recognised that the figures for
retail development in Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough town centres should be treated as
a guide and not a barrier and this was particularly important for Corby in the light of proposed
future phases of development.

A letter from Baroness Andrews of the ODPM relating to the issues around the A14 was
circulated at the meeting.  This was not considered helpful and Members were keen to lobby
strongly on this matter as it was considered key to achieving the Council’s regeneration
aspirations.  Any local solutions pursued were likely to be temporary and have some
detrimental impacts.  It was agreed the Council would respond to the letter on the importance
of transport issues both independently and jointly with the North Northants Group.

It was suggested that a rapid transit system between Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough
was needed but this could be prohibitively expensive.  It was agreed the reference in the
document to rail links should be changed to ‘rail passenger services as a priority’.

RESOLVED that: -
i) The Preferred Options Report be supported subject to the comments noted above and

the following stipulations to be fed back to the Joint Planning Unit by 27 January 2006.

ii) The preferred options must insist that the A14 capacity improvements are essential to the
Local Development Framework and growth proposals;

iii) The ongoing phased development of Corby Town Centre must not be constrained by the
retail floorspace rates suggested and these will be used as a guide only for more detailed
plans.
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27. East Midlands Regional Plan to 2026 – Options for Change
Members received a report in respect of the East Midlands Regional Assembly’s (EMRA)
review of the East Midlands Regional Plan to 2026 which was currently out for consultation.
The summary report had been circulated as an Appendix to the report.  The consultation
period had closed on 16 January 2006 but the Assembly had agreed to accept the Council’s
responses following this meeting.

The Regional Plan had been issued in March 2005 prior to the new legislation and therefore
required updating, particularly in respect of housing figures, policy on waste, annual
monitoring reports and amended end date.

Three Issues were detailed in the report – Issue 1 - Sub Area Boundaries, Issue 2 -
Development Form Policies and Issue 3 - the Scale and Distribution of new Housing.

It was noted that others’ responses were not known at this time but a Responses document
should be issued in due course.

RESOLVED that:
The following comments be passed on to the EMRA as part of the consultation process:

Issue One - Question 1 – Agree with proposed sub area boundaries;

Issue Two - Question 2 – Support existing core policies

Issue Three - Question 3A – Support 1B

- Question 3B – Support NC

28. PPG17 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study
Members received a report seeking approval to use the final report on PPG17 Open Space,
Sport and Recreation Study as part of the evidence base for the emerging Local
Development Framework.  The Executive Summary had been circulated with the agenda
papers.

The audit and database for the study was extremely comprehensive, covering every open
space site, outdoor and indoor sports facility in the Borough.  Discussions with Council
Officers and agencies with detailed knowledge of open space and recreation uses had been
used to verify the audit.  Extensive consultations had taken place by various means
throughout the Borough.

The information gained from these consultations had been used to help understand the key
issues/problems facing different Council departments and agencies, the needs and
requirements of local residents, the attitudes and expectations for open space within the area
and what was right and wrong about the existing provision.

The draft local standards proposed for Corby in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility of
open space, sports and recreation facilities would be incorporated into the Corby LDF as site
specific policies and/or supplementary planning guidance and used to help the Council
determine major development proposals.

The study identified where existing or proposed facilities may cover any local deficits, where
there was a high or low priority need for new and/or enhanced provision and where there
may be a need to apply particular protection to readily accessible, high quality open space
sites.

The final report provided a clear picture of Corby’s existing and future needs for open space,
sport and recreation, identifying surpluses and shortfalls in provision and making
recommendations for resolving key issues, sources of external funding and formulae for
developer contributions.

Members expressed some concern that the standards were lower than existing provision in
some cases and could be used to reduce provision/lower standards.  Some of the information
was felt to be confusing/contradictory.  Officers agreed the document was not particularly
easy to follow but felt that the contradictions specified may be an administrative error.  Some
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of the facilities included, eg cricket pitches and school facilities, were private and not
available for public use and recommendations were made in respect of seeking dual use.
Culture & Leisure had responded on areas such as details of usage and availability.
Members were very concerned in respect of the potential lowering of standards/provision on
the basis that school facilities, etc, may become available for public use in the future.

In respect of land available for development, it was explained that only three sites were
underused at present and these were already included within Council proposals.  It was also
noted that wide ranging comparisons had been undertaken as part of the survey and the
development of the standards.

RESOLVED that: -
The draft Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study be approved as a basis for further work
on the Local Development Framework Site Specific Policies and Proposals.

29. HM Treasury and Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s Consultative Document –
Planning Gain Supplement
A report was presented detailing proposals for a Planning Gain Supplement published by the
ODPM for consultation.  A proposed response to the consultation was set out within the
report.

The proposals could be interpreted as a new tax on the increase in value of land once full
planning permission was granted.  This tax would be payable under a self-assessment
regime administered by HM Revenue and Customs, payable on commencement of
development.  The proposals would not come into force before 2008.

The suggested response to the consultation was set out within the report and addressed the
issues which were considered key, including:

• Centralisation/loss of local control;
• Redistribution issues;
• Loss of local discretion on the requirement for and use of Planning Gain;
• Potential reduction in Planning Gain collected;
• Validity of figures quoted questionable;
• Higher collection and administration costs.

Members supported the proposed response and shared the concerns in respect of loss of
local control, potential for reduced resources and detrimental impact on local communities.

RESOLVED that: -
The comments detailed within the report form the basis of the Borough Council’s response to
the consultation documents.

30. Close of Meeting
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.56pm.


