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Local Plan Committee
Wednesday 18 April 2006 at 7.00pm
in Terrace Bar, Lodge Park Sports Centre, Corby

Councillors present: Councillor Kane (Chair)
Councillors Scott, Howard and Jackson

37. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs O'Neill and Smith.  Cllr Scott was present as
a substitute for Cllr Smith.

38. Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations
were made.

39. Local Development Framework – Corby Town Centre Action Plan
The Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan (TCAAP) was being developed as part of the suite
of documents which would make up the North Northamptonshire Local Development
Framework (LDF).  The report before Members presented the Preferred Options for the Town
Centre Area Action Plan and the corresponding Sustainability Appraisal and Members were
asked to consider both reports and agree the documents for public consultation in May/June
2006.

A schedule of amendments to the Area Action Plan and Sustainability Plan was tabled and it
was noted that further amendments to the documents would be required prior to release for
public consultation.  Members were therefore asked to reflect on the documents over the
coming week and forward any comments to the Head of Regeneration & Growth who would
prepare the final documents, in consultation with the Chair.

It was emphasised that this meeting was Members’ first opportunity for comment on the
documents but there would be other opportunities in the coming months.  These documents
were subject to a statutory six-week consultation period which would include staffed
consultation events in the Willows complex and availability of the documents in the Library,
etc.  The final TCAAP would then be reported back to the Committee prior to submission to
the Secretary of State in November 2006.

Comment was made that the maps within the documents should be bigger/clearer and it was
confirmed that these were already being improved.  It was confirmed that the Council was
supporting retail capacity in the town centre of 29,000m2, which should provide sufficient
flexibility.  In terms of sustainability, the key was to achieve a balance between potential
environmental harm and creating sustainable communities.

Members felt there was a danger of the key, long term objectives being lost in the amount of
detail included.  It was confirmed that the consultation process would highlight the exciting
opportunities offered through this process and the changes already occurring and likely to
occur in the future.

It was confirmed that the principal of building high would be pursued in the Town Centre.
Details of the residential tower remained to be finalised, including the number of floors.
Appropriate leisure facilities were required to make town centres attractive for residential use.

RESOLVED that: -
The Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan and the Sustainability Appraisal be approved for
public consultation in May/June 2006 subject to further amendments to be made by the Head
of Regeneration & Growth in consultation with the Chair of the Local Plan Committee.
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40. Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals - Preferred Options and Sustainability
Appraisal
The Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) had been
developed as part of the suite of documents which would make up the North
Northamptonshire Local Development Framework (LDF).  The report before Members
presented the Preferred Options for the Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals LDD and the
corresponding Sustainability Appraisal.  Members were asked to consider both reports and
agree the documents for public consultation in May/June 2006.

The LDD set out the Council’s preferred options in terms of site specific proposals for the
following issues, summarised in the covering report:

• Employment and economy
• Housing
• Villages and rural areas
• Town centre and retail
• Open space, sport and recreation facilities
• Community facilities/services
• Environment
• Built Environment

(Cllr Howard joined the meeting at this point.)

Similarly to the previous report, the documents required further amendment and it was
proposed this be delegated to the Head of Regeneration & Growth, in consultation with the
Chair.  Members were encouraged to feed comments in to the Head of Regeneration &
Growth over the following week.

The Corby Site Specific Proposals Preferred Options and the corresponding Sustainability
Appraisal would be subject to a six week statutory consultation period (Tuesday 2nd May until
Friday 16th June). The two documents would be distributed across the Borough and the
Council would be holding workshops to discuss the themes arising from the documents.
Following the six-week statutory consultation period, the plan would be prepared and
submitted to the Government Office in October 2006.   An additional six-week consultation
period would then be held, prior to an Independent Examination.  The proposed date for
adoption of the Corby Site Specific Proposals LDD was November 2007.

Comment was made on the need to ensure focus remained on the key priorities of expansion
and creating mixed, balanced communities through improved employment opportunities,
housing and leisure facilities.  It was confirmed that every effort would be made to make
these key points very clear in the public consultation documents.

RESOLVED that: -
The Corby Site Specific Proposals Preferred Options Local Development Document and
corresponding Sustainability Appraisal be approved for public consultation, subject to
incorporation of necessary amendments by the Head of Regeneration & Growth, in
consultation with the Chair of Local Plan Committee.

41. Close of Meeting
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.05pm.


