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Update on Corby Town Centre Master Plan

SYNOPSIS BOX
The Corby Town Centre Masterplan is currently being produced in draft and will be

reported as soon as possible to this Committee.  This report updates Members on the
progress so far.

1. Relevant Background Details
Following on from Recommendation in the Regional Spatial Strategy and the Corby
Regeneration Framework, Corby Town Centre was identified as in need of major
investment and redevelopment.  The Parkland Gateway Development Framework was
reported to Members in March 2005 and adopted as interim planning guidance.  Whilst
this covers the Civic and Leisure/cultural areas to the west of George Street a plan for
the wider Central Area was required to establish links with the retail area and the
proposed station development.  In summer 2005 Corby Borough Council and East
Midlands Development Agency via Catalyst Corby commissioned EDAW consultants to
develop a Town Centre Masterplan.

2. Report
The Masterplan is currently being produced and will be used to inform the Town Centre
Action Area Plan which is being produced as part of the Local Development Framework.

As mentioned above the Masterplan covers the area from Willowbrook Health Complex
eastwards as far as the proposed New Station.  However activity over the past few
months has been concentrated on the Town Centre core.

EDAW has worked closely with the other design teams involved in the central area to
develop the Masterplan.  The Council has appointed Hawkins Brown to develop the Civic
Hub, together with a public realm scheme and the new pool complex.  Land Securities
have taken over from Tops Estates and are progressing Phase 1 of the retail
redevelopment and later phases via their architect, Chapman Taylor.  These teams
together with the involvement of CABE are enabling EDAW to produce a Masterplan that
will co-ordinate these diverse, exciting schemes to achieve a vibrant Town Centre for
Corby.

The timescale for the Town Centre Area Action Plan is set out in the Local Development
Scheme and proposes consultation on the preferred options in the spring of this year.
This sets a tight deadline for the Masterplan, particularly the Central Core part and
therefore this opportunity is being taken to update Members on the progress.  (Please
refer to Committee item regarding LDS changes for exact dates elsewhere on this
Agenda)

The individual elements of the scheme are best described graphically and it is proposed
that plans be available at the meeting.  This will explain the various elements of the
Masterplan and the relationship between key development sites.

3. Options to be considered (if any)
At this stage this update must be considered as “work in progress”, however certain
broad spatial options such as the general location of the Pool and Civic Hub are fairly
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fixed although details of the whole redevelopment will be subject to a formal planning
application.

4. Issues to be taken into account:-
Policy Priorities
The Council is working towards formal adoption of the Local Development Framework
this Masterplan will inform the Town Centre Area Action Plan element.

Financial
The Masterplan commission is being jointly funded by Corby Borough Council and East
Midlands Development Agency via Catalyst Corby, from within existing budgets.

Legal/Performance Information/Best Value/Community Safety/Human Rights/
Equalities
No issues directly from this update report.

Sustainability
Is a key requirement of the LDF process and as such it underlies the development of the
Masterplan.

5. Conclusion
The development of the Masterplan is to be welcomed, it provides a valuable input to the
LDF process in a timely manner and will provide a robust framework for future
development.

6. Recommendations
That this update report be received by Members prior to Masterplan being presented.

Background Papers
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS8)

Regeneration Framework

 Local Development Framework for Corby – Issues - Option

External Consultations
Update only

List of Appendices
None

Wards
Central 2 directly but all wards will benefit from facilities provided in a redeveloped Town
Centre.

Officer to Contact
Phil Fain

Tel: 01536 464165


