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Local Plan Committee 
Wednesday 13th February 2008 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor O’Neill (Chair) 
    Councillors Massie, Heggs, Woolmer and Bromhall 

33. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Beattie. 

34. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meetings held on 10 October 2007 and 6 November 2007, copies of 
which had been circulated to Members, be received, taken as read and signed as a correct 
record. 

35. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. 

36. Local Development Scheme  
Members were asked to consider and agree revisions to the Local Development Scheme 
(LDS) preparation programme.  The LDS was a statement of the Council’s intentions in 
respect of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework, outlining which 
documents were to be produced and how they all fitted together within the portfolio of 
documents that would make up the Local Development Framework. 

The Council had the ability to change the LDS and amendments would continue to be 
required as circumstances changed.  It was intended that the new system would be more 
flexible than the previous development plan system. 

Due to a need to align the preparation of the Local Development Framework with committee 
dates, amendments to the timetable (set out in Appendix 1 to the report) were proposed. 

Once the changes were approved, the LDS would be submitted to the Joint Planning Unit to 
be incorporated within the North Northamptonshire LDS.  Submission to the Government 
Office for the East Midlands and Planning Inspectorate would be delayed until changes to the 
Planning system were finalised in April.  Once this had taken place, a revised LDS would be 
prepared for formal approval by Corby Borough Council and the Joint Planning Committee. 

Additionally, in advance of the Government’s planning reforms and detailed content of the 
joint Supplementary Planning Documents, Members were requested to consider which 
Supplementary Planning Documents to prioritise in the forthcoming full review of the LDS. 

The Corporate Director (Operations) raised concerns in respect of the proposed two year 
delay to the Danesholme Area Action Plan and asked that this be revisited.  For Members 
guidance, in relation to the prioritisation of Supplementary Planning Documents, there was a 
degree of urgency in respect of Cultural Development.  Housing was reasonably advanced 
but there was a long way to go in respect of Energy.  

In respect of the Danesholme delay, the Head of Regeneration & Growth explained that 
Danesholme had originally been incorporated with Kingswood but had been separated as 
Kingswood was much more advanced.  There had been difficulties in progressing 
Danesholme, including in respect of consultation due to the lack of an effective Tenants & 
Residents Group. 
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RESOLVED that: - 
i) The revised Local Development Scheme be approved, with the exception of 

Danesholme Area Action Plan which is to be reassessed, and submitted to the Joint 
Planning Unit for incorporation within the North Northamptonshire Local Development 
Scheme; 

ii) That the order of priority of Supplementary Planning Documents be Culture, Housing 
and Energy. 

37. Conservation Area Designation Of East Carlton And Conservation Area Review Of 
Lloyds  
Members received a report outlining progress on the designation of East Carlton as a new 
Conservation Area and the reappraisal of the existing Lloyds Conservation Area. 

Quality and interest were the prime considerations in respect of assessment and designation 
of Conservation Areas.  There was a duty to review areas from time to time and to ensure 
designation was adequately justified. 

Key elements of Conservation Areas included historical developments, archaeological 
significance and potential, prevalent building materials and other green features. 

The following Statutory provisions required consideration: 

• Extra publicity for planning applications affecting Conservation Areas and consideration 
of the desirability of preserving and enhancing the character of the area; 

• Conservation Area Consent was required for the demolition of any unlisted building;   

• Written notice required before works carried out on any tree in the area; 

• Greater restriction on the display of advertisements; 

• Additional powers to ensure buildings kept in good repair;  

• Limited financial assistance available for upkeep of buildings through grant schemes, etc.  

Permitted development rights were also more restricted in relation to extensions, external 
cladding, alterations to roof structures and construction of outbuildings in gardens.  Corby 
currently had nine designated conservation areas. 

A specialist Listed Buildings & Conservation Consultant had been appointed to prepare 
Conservation Area Appraisals for East Carlton and Lloyds.  Two public consultation 
workshops would take place on 25 February (for East Carlton) and 26 February (for Lloyds).  
The Appraisals and management proposals would then be taken to a Special Local Plan 
Committee on 3 March 2008 and the Development Control Committee on 18 March 2008. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Progress made on the designation of East Carlton as a new Conservation Area and the re-
evaluation of the Lloyds Conservation Area, together with the dates of the public consultation 
events be noted. 

38. Streamlining Local Development Frameworks 
The Planning White Paper (May 2007) had made a number of proposals to streamline the 
production of Local Development Frameworks which required changes to regulation and/or 
policy.  Consultation responses were now being sought to these changes. The consultation 
dealt with both changes to the regulations for implementing the new planning system and 
also the policy context within Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12 Local Development 
Frameworks). 

The deadline for consultation responses was Tuesday 19th February 2008.  Proposed 
responses were set out within Appendix A to the report.  The consultation document 
comprised two main sections: 
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• Draft local Development (Amendment) Regulations. 

• Changes to PPS12. 

The main changes to the Regulations concerned improved consultation arrangements and 
the removal of existing Regulation 26 in respect of sustainability appraisals. 

Changes to PPS12 included: 

• Emphasis on the need for timely delivery of DPDs; 

• LDFs as part of joined-up local authority strategy making; 

• Greater flexibility for local authorities to determine which DPDs they will produce; 

• Greater flexibility for local authorities to allocate strategic sites in the Core Strategy; 

• Reduction in complexity and number of DPDs; 

• Representing the tests of soundness in a way which avoided duplication with legal 
processes and made it clear why testing for soundness mattered; 

• Making it clear that infrastructure delivery planning to support the core strategy needed to 
be undertaken satisfactorily; 

• Extending the lifespan of the core strategy to 15 years. 

Members queried the addition of sites at late stages.  Officers confirmed that developers 
were able to bring sites forward and had done so at the recent Examination in Public but 
selection should still be based on evidence and justification. 

It was asked if the removal of a stage of consultation in the middle of the process reduced 
local input.  Officers did not believe so and confirmed that there would still be time to consult 
widely and other changes provided greater opportunity for changes which reflected the Local 
Authority’s wishes. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The comments set out within the Conclusion and Appendix A of the report be forwarded to 
the Department for Communities and Local Government by Tuesday 19 February as Corby’s 
response to the consultation exercise. 

39. Close of Meeting  
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.03pm. 


