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Biodiversity and Planning

SYNOPSIS 
To inform Members of Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity & Geological Conservation. 

1. Relevant Background Details
In August 2005, the ODPM issued Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and
Geological Conservation (August 2005).  PPS 9 sets out planning policies on the
protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the planning system.  The
policies set out in PPS9 need to be taken into account by local planning authorities in the
preparation of their Local Development Framework.  They may also be material decisions
on individual planning applications. 

2. Report
The key messages in PPS9 are:

1) Development plan policies and planning decisions should be based upon up-to-
date information about the environmental characteristics of their areas.

2) Plan policies and planning decisions should aim to maintain and enhance
biodiversity. 

3) The aim of planning decisions should be to prevent harm to biodiversity and
geological conservation interests.

4) Other sites should be considered if harm is likely to be caused to the biodiversity of
a site.

An information sheet has been produced for Councillors (see attached) which provides a
definition of biodiversity, a summary of the key messages from PPS9 and ways in which
Councillors can ensure biodiversity is taken into consideration in the planning process.  

3. Options to be considered (if any)
None

4. Issues to be taken into account:-
Policy Priorities
The adoption of the LDF- and constituent Local Development Documents is and will
remain a Corby Borough Council priority.  Policies in Corby’s Local Development
Documents need to reflect national, regional, and local biodiversity priorities and
objectives, indicate the location of designated sites of importance, and identify areas or
sites for the restoration or creation of new habitats.

Financial, Legal, Performance Information, Best Value, Community Safety, Human
Rights, Equalities, 
None
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Sustainability
To achieve sustainable development, it is necessary to ensure that development avoids
or enhances areas subject to environmental and heritage designations.  One of the
Governments main objectives for planning is to promote sustainable development by
ensuring that biological and geological diversity are conserved and enhanced as an
integral part of social, environmental and economic development. 

5. Conclusion
Biodiversity is an important issue, which all Councillors need to be aware of.  Through the
Local Development Framework, policies are being put in place to maintain and enhance
biodiversity in Corby. As stated in PPS9, when considering planning proposals, local
planning authorities should maximise opportunities such as building in beneficial
biodiversity features as part of good design.  Plan policies and planning decisions should
therefore aim to maintain, and enhance, or restore biodiversity.  Planning decisions
should aim to prevent harm to biodiversity, and where granting planning permission
would result in significant harm to biodiversity, other sites, adequate mitigation measures,
or appropriate compensation measures should be considered.  

6. Recommendations
That Members note the information provided. 

Background Papers
Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation

Framework for Biodiversity: Integrating Biodiversity into Local Development Frameworks,
ALGE 2005.

Officer to Contact
Emily Hale 

Tel: 01536 464165

Email: Emily.hale@corby.gov.uk
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A Definition of Biodiversity

Biodiversity means “the wealth of wildlife or the variety of life on earth”.  It encompasses all living
organisms (plants and animals) and the collections of species that form different natural habitats.
It is everywhere from parks and gardens to ancient woodlands and meadows, including both
common and rare species.  

The ODPM has issued guidance in Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 9, August 2005 which
highlights the obligations and expectations on councils and their planning decisions.   This sets
out planning policies on the protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the
planning system which need to be taken into account in the preparation of regional spatial
strategies.

According to PPS 9:

1) Development plan policies and planning decisions should be based upon up-to-date
information about the environmental characteristics of their areas.

2) Plan policies and planning decisions should aim to maintain, and enhance biodiversity

3) The aim of planning decisions should be to prevent harm to biodiversity and geological
conservation interests.

4) Other sites should be considered if harm is likely to be caused to the biodiversity of a site.    

Although mainly related to Development Control Committee, other councillors may be involved in
decisions which should take into account the implications of development on biodiversity.



What should Councillors look for?

1) Have biodiversity issues been identified in the reports / applications you are asked to
consider?

2) If not, why not?

3) Have all relevant surveys of species / environmental impact assessments been carried
out prior to the application?

4) Does the Committee have sight of the above evidence?
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Where else is biodiversity an issue?

Councillors should be taking note of and ensuring Corby Borough Council is responsive to the
biodiversity aspect of overall strategies in relation to the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial
Strategy and the documents included in the Local Development Framework.  

For more detailed information, please consult Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and
Geological Conservation (ODPM, August 2005) which can be found at www.odpm.gov.uk.


