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Local Plan Committee
Wednesday 6 September 2006 at 7.00pm
in Committee Room, Deene House, Corby

Councillors present: Councillor Kane (Chair)
Councillors Scott, Howard, Latta and Jackson

7. Apologies for Absence
No apologies for absence were received.

8. Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations
were made.

9. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RESOLVED that: -
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2006, having been circulated to Members, be
agreed as a correct record.

10. Local Development Framework – East Midlands Land Provision Study
Members received a report outlining the implications of the East Midlands Land Provision
Study and its relevance to the Local Development Framework process.

The Study aimed to forecast future requirements for employment, compare this with current
planned supply of employment land and propose indicative employment land requirements.
The deadline for comments in response to the Study was 3 August 2006 and officers had
therefore responded as follows:

1. Currently, the employment forecasts do not take account of regeneration initiatives, nor
do they take into account the MKSM policy of encouraging employment growth in North
Northamptonshire.  It is important that these factors are taken into account in the final
version otherwise the forecast demand for employment floor-space will not reflect the
radical changes taking place in North Northamptonshire.

2. In the analysis of future demand for employment space, North Northamptonshire is not
recognised as a ‘sub sector’, although Wellingborough is.  Given the detailed
Government policy for North Northamptonshire in MKSM, and the joint working
arrangements underway for this area, it is important that this area is recognised as a
‘sub-sector’ in its own right.

3. In analysing outstanding land allocations, regard should be given to the Corby Preferred
Options documents.  These documents provide updated information on outstanding local
plan allocations, and new land allocations being brought forward through the Local
Development Framework.

Members supported the responses made.  The importance of the sub sector approach and
Corby’s ability to influence the use of land and determine the best mix for the town was
highlighted.

RESOLVED that: -
The Officer comments be submitted to the East Midlands Regional Assembly in relation to
the Draft Interim Note for the East Midlands Land Provision Study be noted.
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11. Report on Results of Public Consultation on the Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan
Preferred Options Report and Sustainability Appraisal
Members received a report outlining the responses received to consultation on the above
documents.  The consultation period for the documents had run from 15 May to 25 June
2006.  The consultation process had been widely advertised and events had been held in the
Willows Arts Centre to encourage debate.  The results had been analysed by Atkins and the
key findings summarised in their ‘Report on Results of Public Consultation on the Corby
Town Centre Area Action Plan Preferred Options Report and Sustainability Appraisal’ which
had been made available to Members.

A summary of the responses received was set out within in the report and in Appendix 1.  A
total of 79 respondents had submitted comments in writing and 42 people had attended the
public consultation workshop.  At least 80 more people had attended workshops but had
been happy with verbal comments only.  The number of attendees was fully documented.
The majority of people supported the preferred options.

RESOLVED that: -
i) The ‘Report on the Results of Public Consultation on the Corby Town Centre Area Action

Plan Preferred Options Report and the Sustainability Appraisal (2006)’ be approved as
the basis for the development of the submission version of the Corby Town Centre Area
Action Plan;

ii) A separate report be prepared for Members outlining the suggested Council response to
all representation received.

12. Report on Results of Public Consultation on the Site Specific Proposals Development
Plan Document Preferred Options Report and Sustainability Appraisal
Members received a report outlining the responses received to consultation on the above
documents.  The consultation period for the documents had run from 15 May to 25 June
2006.  The consultation process had been widely advertised and events had been held in the
Willows Arts Centre to encourage debate.  The results had been analysed by Atkins and the
key findings summarised in their ‘Report on Results of Public Consultation on the Corby Site
Specific Proposals Development Plan Document Preferred Options Report and Sustainability
Appraisal’ which had been made available to Members.

A summary of the responses received was set out within in the report and in Appendix 1.  A
total of 94 respondents had submitted comments in writing and 55 people had attended the
public consultation workshop.  The majority of people supported the preferred options.

Members commented on the importance of improvements to the A14 and the need for
affordable homes, particularly in rural areas.

RESOLVED that: -
i) The ‘Report on the Results of Public Consultation on the Corby Site Specific Proposals

Development Plan Document Preferred Options Report and Sustainability Appraisal’ be
approved as the basis for the development of the submission version of the Corby Site
Specific Proposal Document;

ii) A separate report be prepared for Members outlining the suggested Council response to
all representation received.

13. Corby Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
Members received an update report on the progress of the Corby Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment.  This would be used as part of the evidence base for the emerging Local
Development Framework.

The Study, commissioned from Bullen Consultants (now Faber Maunsell), consisted of two
phases.  Phase 1, a data and information evaluation exercise, had been completed in March
2004.  A draft Phase 2 report (identifying flood risks on six maps) had been received and
commented on by Officers.  The results of the study indicated that there were no significant
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built up areas within the Borough which were at serious risk of flooding.  Detailed flood risk
assessments had also been undertaken on ten potential development areas and suggestions
had been incorporated for flood risk alleviation policies and guidance notes for developers
which could be adopted by the Borough.

Members commented on the recognised water supply and sewage capacity issues which
may form a barrier to development, similarly to the A14 upgrade issues.  It was understood
that new reservoirs were not being considered at this time, partly because funding plans were
not long-term enough to facilitate strategic action of this type.  There was a need to combine
efforts with other growth areas to put pressure on the Government for policy change.  The
Head of Service pointed out that Anglian Water had changed position slightly but was
seeking finance through formulas on new housing developments.

RESOLVED that: -
i) Phase 1 of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment be approved as a background document

to the Local Development Framework;

ii) Phase 2 of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment to be subject to a separate committee
report once finalised.

14. Draft Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire
Members received a report on progress to date with the Draft Core Spatial Strategy for North
Northamptonshire and to recommend a response.  The proposed response focused on
strengthening the regeneration imperative and increased flexibility in respect of retail policies
and floor-space to ensure all phases of the Town Centre redevelopment were
accommodated.  Responses were fully detailed within Appendix 1 to the report.

RESOLVED that: -
The comments on the draft Core Spatial Strategy set out in the appendix to the report be
agreed for submission to the Joint Planning Committee in due course.

15. Close of Meeting
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.25pm.


