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Special Local Plan Committee 
Tuesday 6 November 2007 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor O’Neill (Chair) 
    Councillors Pengelly, Massie, Beattie, Woolmer and Bromhall 

19. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Heggs. 

20. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. Cllr Bromhall declared a 
personal, prejudicial interest in Item 2, Weldon/Gretton Residents Objection Petition. 

21. Local Development Framework – Geddington Road 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report advising Members of key issues 
surrounding Geddington Road and considered the broad response to be made on these 
issues through the examination into the Core Spatial Strategy and in preparation of the Corby 
Borough Site Specific Proposals Development Plan Document. 

An appendix presented to Members shows that the land in question was not currently 
identified in the LDF as a development site. The purpose of the report was to advise 
Members in preparation of the Site Specific Proposals Development Plan Document. 

It was anticipated that the Geddington Road Site would be subject to debate at the 
Examination in Public on the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy on Wednesday 
21 November 2007 at which the Borough Council would be represented. 

Corby Borough Council has, to date as a partner of the JPU endorsed the approach to 
employment in the Core Spatial Strategy. The JPU recently published a schedule of pre 
examination changes to the Core Spatial Strategy but was not suggesting changes to the 
way it dealt with employment land allocations. 

In terms of strategic distribution, land was allocated at Stanion Lane Plantation, Phoenix 
Parkway, North of Birchington Road and St. James Ind. Est. 

ProLogis challenged the amount of employment land allocated and promoted land at 
Geddington Road, this was in response to consultation on the preferred options report. 

The timetable showed that the Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals Development Plan 
Document would be submitted to the Secretary of State in April 2008. Currently it was in Draft 
form and consultation responses were being analysed and the document amended. 

The employment land allocation in the preferred options report exceeded the total 
employment land requirements, this was because the Council was seeking to address the 
aspirational aims of Corby. 

There were concerns with regard to Environmental Impact, the National Trust was concerned 
at the detached location and considered that the landscape character to the east/south-east 
of Corby generally was both intrinsically and as part of the lead in to several rural assets 
further to the east. 

Members raised concerns with Officers with regard to the need for this land to be used and 
Officers made it clear that this land was not included in the Core Spatial Strategy, there was 
also the issue of the rail links for these types of sites, it was important to keep traffic off the 
road but there would still be considerable lorry movement in and out of the Euro Hub and 
other sites.  
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Members were concerned that although warehouse job were well paid, they would like to 
encourage other types of jobs, manufacturing would be ideal but as a country Britain does 
not do a lot now. Also the Euro Hub site was not full so why not wait, this land might be used 
for other types of jobs in the future. 

RESOLVED that: - 
i) the comments set out in paragraph 3.3 and 3.4 of the report form the basis for the 

approach to be taken during the course of the examination on the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy but that Officers express at the examination 
that Members of the Local Plan Committee have reservations over the suggested use 
of this site 

ii) Members bear in mind the issues raised in this report and subsequent discussions as 
a basis for the preparation of the Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals 
Development Plan Document; 

22. Weldon/Gretton Residents Objection Petition 
The Strategic Director (Operations) gave a verbal report on a Petition which had been 
received at Full Council and referred to Local Plan Committee for consideration. The Officer 
stated that the Petition amounted to some 150 signed forms, 61 from Weldon and 89 from 
Gretton. They were not in standard letterform and had actually been distributed by the Liberal 
Democrat Party. 

Officers recommended that the Petition be treated as a late representation to the LDF and 
would not be treated as objections to any planning applications. 

RESOLVED that: - 

• The Petition be treated as a late representation to the LDF. 

• The Petition not be treated as an objection to any Planning Applications 

23. Close of Meeting 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 7.55pm. 


