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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 16th December 2009
 

Local Development Scheme 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
Members to consider and agree revisions to the  Local Development Scheme 
preparation programme 

1. Relevant Background Details  
1.1 The Local Development Scheme (LDS) or project plan for the Local Development 

Framework (LDF) is a public statement setting out which planning documents will make up 
the LDF and when they will be produced over a three year period. The LDS for Corby is 
incorporated within the North Northamptonshire LDS covering the work of the Joint Planning 
Unit as well as East Northamptonshire District Council, Kettering Borough Council and 
Borough Council of Wellingborough. 

1.2 The LDS is a most important document for the Council to prepare and keep up to date, for 
not only does it set out the Councils plan making programme for the community, but also the 
Councils performance in fulfilling its statutory planning duties and obligations will be judged 
against whether it is achieving the plan making programme set out in the LDS 

2. Report 
2.1 The original LDS was approved in summer 2005. Since then the LDS has been updated on a 

number of occasions to reflect national and local priorities as well as the level of resources of 
the service. 

2.2 The most recent updates to the LDS were agreed by Members in February 2009 and 
forwarded to the Joint Planning Unit to coordinate the submission of the revised North 
Northamptonshire LDS to the Government Office for the East Midlands. 

2.3 Formal confirmation has now been received from the Government Office indicating that they 
support the revised scheme, which is available to view at www.nnjpu.co.uk. The formal letter 
from the Government Office for the East Midlands is set out in Appendix 1. 

2.4 Under Regulation 11 of Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
Regulations 2004 (as amended) the Council must now resolve that the scheme shall take 
effect and specify the date from which the scheme shall have effect. 

3. Update 
3.1 It has emerged, since the LDS was submitted to the Government Office, that work on a 

critical piece of the evidence base will be delayed. Atkins was commissioned in October 
2008 to update the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) in line with PPS25, which was 
anticipated to be completed in April 2009. However, it came to light that important modelling 
information was not in a format that was readily available to use and the project would be 
delayed until funding was secured to translate the data. In October 2009, the Environment 
Agency confirmed that a project to translate this data into an accessible format would be 
funded and completed early next year. 

3.2 Updates to the SFRA should be able to continue once the modelling data is available. 
Assuming that the modelling data is comprehensive and covers the area to the west of the 
town, it is estimated that the SFRA could be completed within six to eight weeks from the 
delivery of the modelling data. If further modelling is required the LDF programme would 
need to be reviewed again. 
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3.3 In view of the above, the next stage of public consultation is anticipated to be in summer 
2010 and adoption in July 2011, which is four months behind the timetable agreed by 
Members in February 2009. 

3.4 As the LDS has only recently been signed off, the Government Office do not expect a revised 
LDS to be submitted again but point to paragraph 4.54 of PPS12 that indicates that local 
planning authorities should provide real time public information regarding progress with the 
LDF.  

3.5 In order to maintain an informal ‘real time’ update on the progress of the LDF and ensure that 
the timetable reflects emerging work on strengthening the evidence base, Members are 
requested to authorise the Corporate Director in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair to 
make any future timetable amendments as necessary.  

4. Issues to be taken into account 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework is and will 
remain a Corby Borough Council priority 
Financial, Performance Information 
Once the revised LDS has been brought into effect it will revise the key milestones for the 
preparation of each Local Development Document against which progress can be measured, 
some of which have financial implications in respect of the Councils eligibility for the award of 
the Housing and Planning Delivery Grant. Timely completion of key milestones will make the 
Council eligible for future awards of Housing and Planning Delivery Grant.  

Legal 
The Council must have an up to date LDS, agreed with the Government Office in order to 
progress LDF. 

Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities and Community Safety  
None directly linked to this report but all are key considerations during the LDF/LDS 
preparation progress. 

Sustainability 
The LDS makes it clear the preparation of Local Development Documents will be subject to 
Sustainability Appraisals 

5. Conclusion 
5.1 In accordance with PPS12 and advice from the Government Office it is necessary to bring 

the revised LDS into effect. The LDS also requires regular updating to reflect progress in 
strengthening the evidence base and for this reason delegated authority for future revisions 
to the informal timetable is requested in the recommendation without recourse to the Local 
Plan Committee. 

6. Options to be Considered 
6.1 None. The preparation and maintenance of an up to date LDS is a requirement of the 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

 

 

7. Recommendation 
1. It is recommended that Members agree to bring the Local Development 

Scheme into effect formally from the date of this meeting; and 
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2. The Corporate Director, in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of the 
Local Planning Committee, be authorised to make any necessary changes to 
the informal LDF timetable 

 Background Papers 
Local Plan Committee Minutes, 18th February 2009 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/Committee%20Meetings/Minutes%2018th%20February%20
2009.pdf 

Approved Local Development Scheme for North Northamptonshire April 2007 to April 
2010 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/LDS%20Update%20March%2007.pdf 

List of Appendices 
Response from the Government Office for the East Midlands, 30th September 2009 

Officer to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 

 

 


