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Local Plan Committee 13 July 2005 
 

Local Development Framework 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 

To update Members of progress on the Local Development Framework                
and related matters 

 
 

1. Report 
 

a) North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit/Joint Planning Committee 
 

The North Northamptonshire Joint Committee Order was laid before Parliament on 13 June 
2005 and will come into force on 7 July 2005. 

 
The 7 July is also the date of the first full meeting of the Committee although a workshop was 
held on 23 May for the Shadow Committee. 

 
The Joint Planning Unit has issued the “Options for North Northamptonshire” Paper for 
consultation and there is a separate report on this agenda on it.  Copies of the Paper were 
sent to all CBC Councillors for consideration. 

 
b) Local Development Scheme 

 
Members are reminded that they received a full report on the proposed amendment to our 
draft LDS in May. 

 
The amended draft was subsequently sent to the Secretary of State and it has now been 
agreed by him. 

 
It is recommended therefore that we adopt the agreed LDS as the basis for producing our 
Local Development Framework. 

 
It will form part of the joint LDS for the North Northamptonshire area which is to be agreed by 
the Joint Committee on 7 July. 

 
A full copy of the agreed LDS is in the Members Room. 

 
c) Staffing Issues 
 
11 responses have been received to our Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) 
Notice from which a number will be invited to tender.  It is anticipated that an appointment will 
be made at the end of August with the successful bidders engaged on progressing the LDF 
soon thereafter.  Our current consultants Envision have expressed interest in association 
with another leading consultancy. 

 
Advertisements for permanent Local Plan/LDF staff are currently being placed and interviews 
will take place in August. 

 
d) Studies 
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The Urban Capacity and Employment Land Studies are the subject of separate reports on 
this agenda. 

 
The Water cycle Study report commissioned by the Environment Agency which incorporates 
the Flood Risk Assessment of the Borough remains on schedule to report its Stage 1 findings 
in late July/early August. 

 
An Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study has been commissioned jointly with East 
Northamptonshire Council in order to achieve economies of scale.  The study is in 
accordance with the advice contained within Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 “Planning for 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation” which requires the preparation of strategies for the 
provision and enhancement of open spaces, sports and recreational facilities.  This study will 
form the basis of key considerations on our emerging LDF. The study is to be completed in 
August and it is intended to bring to this Committee in September. 

  
2. Issues to be taken into account:- 
 

Financial 
 

The costs associated with the studies mentioned, Envision and other consultants mentioned 
have been accommodated within the 2005/06 budget for the Planning Service. 

 
Legal/Performance Information/Best Value/Community Safety/Human 
Rights/Equalities/Sustainability 

 
None directly linked with this report but all are key considerations during the Local 
Development Framework preparation process. 

 
3. Recommendations 
 

It is recommended that the Local Development Scheme as agreed by the Secretary of State 
be adopted as the basis for the production of our Local Development Framework and its 
constituent Local Development Documents. 

 
Officer to Contact 
Norman Stronach, Corporate Director, (Operational Services) 

 

 


