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Introduction 
 
Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northamptonshire Councils, together with 
Northamptonshire County Council have worked through a joint planning unit (JPU) 
since late 2004, to produce a joint Local Development Framework (LDF) for North 
Northamptonshire.  The joint LDF will be made up of the North Northamptonshire 
Core Spatial Strategy as well as individual Development Plan Documents (DPD) 
prepared by each Borough to deal with specific local issues.  
 
The aim of the Corby Site Specific Allocations DPD is to interpret the joint Core 
Spatial Strategy, provide details of how Corby should be developed up to 2021 and 
give planning guidance in respect of matters that are specific to Corby.  
 
The Consultation Process 
 
In 2005, Corby Borough Council undertook public consultation on the ‘Local 
Development Framework for Corby Issues and Options Paper’. This included several 
exhibitions and three stakeholder workshops focussing on: 

• Housing 
• Economy & Employment and  
• Villages & Rural Areas.  

 
The responses received from this consultation were used to inform the preferred 
options papers for the DPD, including Site Specific Proposals DPD, Town Centre 
Area Action Plan (AAP) and the Kingswood AAP. 
 
Between May and June 2006 the preferred options papers for both the Site Specific 
Proposals DPD and Town Centre AAP were subject to 6 weeks statutory public 
consultation. This was followed by the preferred options paper for the Kingswood 
AAP between February and March 2007. As with the Issues and Options stage, 
several stakeholder workshops, exhibitions and drop-in session were held allowing 
people to express their views towards the options proposed. The results of the 
consultation exercises were to be used to form the submission version of these 
documents. This was originally due to be completed by the end of 2007. However, it 
is a statutory requirement that DPDs are in conformity and consistent with the 
adopted Core Spatial Strategy. To take account of delays in the adoption of the Core 
Strategy, a review of the preferred options was undertaken to ensure that the DPD’s 
progressed in conformity with the adopted plan.  Within this review it was felt that 
separate AAP were no longer required as the key themes and options outlined within 
the documents could be taken forward within the Site Specific Allocations DPD.  
 
Under the new planning system there is a requirement to ensure continuous 
community engagement in the development of LDF documents. The feedback from 
the preferred options consultations in conjunction with the results of various technical 
studies has been used to draw up a range of spatial options. These options display a 
preferred way forward for Corby in terms of site specific allocations which are up to 
date and in conformity with the adopted Core Spatial Strategy. 
 
Subsequently, the future stages for the development of the Site Specific Allocations 
DPD are as follows: 

• Development of Spatial Options 
• Consultation on Spatial Options 
• Preparation of Submission DPD 
• Pre- Submission consultation on the Soundness of the DPD 



• Submission of final DPD to Government 
• Independent Examination 
• Adoption of Site Specific Allocations DPD 
• Monitoring and Review 
 

Links to other Strategies 
 
The development of the Site Specific Allocations DPD will be linked to the 
development of the Sustainable Communities Strategy for the Borough. This action 
plan will help Corby Borough Council contribute to effective consultation and 
engagement in the area, in partnership with other public bodies and local 
organisations. The Borough Council will engage with any North Northamptonshire, 
County or Regional initiatives for participation so that we can reduce the ‘consultation 
fatigue’ arising from so many organisations seeking public views. This should result 
in shared benefits for organisations and communities alike. 

 
Relationship with the adopted Statement of Community Involvement 
 
A joint ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ (SCI) was adopted in October 2006. 
This sets out key principles for engaging communities and stakeholders in the 
planning process. The adopted SCI makes reference to stages that will no longer 
form part of the LDF process but the principles within it are still relevant and will 
guide the approach to community involvement in the DPD preparation. 
 
Participation Action Plan  
 
National planning policy guidance (PPS12 paragraph 4.20) sets out the 
Government’s principles for community engagement in planning.  Involvement 
should be: 
 

• Appropriate to the level of planning 
• From the outset – leading to a sense of ownership of local policy 

decisions 
• Continuous – part of an ongoing programme 
• Transparent and accessible – methods appropriate to the communities 

concerned 
• Planned – as an integral part of the process for making plans 

 
This Action Plan has been based upon the approach to community and stakeholder 
engagement proposed by the North Northants Joint Planning Committee for the 
review of the Core Spatial Strategy. It is designed to meet these principles and 
contribute towards the delivery of the county consultation and engagement strategy 
referred to in PPS12.  Community involvement is here taken to include engagement 
with interest groups in the area.  Feedback will be invited on what methods 
community groups find most effective, or whether any further assistance is needed 
in order to help them respond. 
 
The Government’s policy is that planning authorities should “undertake timely, 
effective and conclusive discussion with delivery agencies and delivery stakeholders 
on what options(s) for [a DPD] are deliverable” (PPS12 paragraph 4.27).   Key 
Stakeholders should engage in timely and effective discussions with local planning 
authorities on the deliverability of options in the DPD.  
 



The provisions of this Action Plan are designed to increase the level of partnership 
working by fostering meaningful ongoing engagement with key stakeholders and 
interested and affected parties. 
 
 



 
Action Plan 
 
The Production Stage – Consulting on spatial options for the plan.  
Why? When? 

1. To invite comment on the options considered; 
2. To gauge support for the spatial options and seek input to help develop the plan proposals; and 
3. To seek advice on the sustainability issues associated with the spatial options. 

August -September 2009 

Who with? How? 
Residents and working population of the area, including interest 
groups 

Press articles, web site, options paper, public events, wider use of 
media and internet 

Consultation bodies as outlined in Regulations Press articles, web site, options paper, public events 
Service Providers and Delivery Agencies Press articles, web site, options paper, public events 
Landowners and Developers Press articles, web site, options paper, public events 
Elected Councillors in the Corby Borough Member briefing/training events 
LSP Network Meetings 
 
 
The Production Stage – preparing the plan for submission. 
Why? When? 

1. To refine solutions to issues raised at options consultation stage; 
2. To ensure the emerging DPD is in line with latest good practice and advice. 

October 2009 – January 
2010 

Who with? How? 
Residents and working population of the area, including interest 
groups 

web site, feedback from Options consultation 

Consultation bodies as outlined in Regulations Consultation tailored to strengthening issues identified in options 
consultation , web site, feedback from Options consultation  

Service Providers and Delivery Agencies Consultation tailored to strengthening issues identified in options 
consultation , web site, feedback from Options consultation 

Landowners and Developers Consultation tailored to strengthening issues identified in options 
consultation , web site, feedback from Options consultation 

Elected Councillors in the Corby Borough Member briefing/training 
LSP Network Meetings 
 



 

 
 
The Examination Stage – An assessment by an independent inspector of the ‘soundness’ of the plan in terms of various issues 
including content and the use of processes and procedures.  
Why? When? 

1. To publicise the commencement of the public examination; and 
2. To publicise the main issues that have been raised in representations. 

August 2010- February 2011 
 

Who with? How? 
Consultation bodies as outlined in Regulations Statutory requirements, notices. Web site as portal for information, 

Letter 
All respondents who have made representations on the submitted 
plan and not withdrawn them. 

Statutory requirements, notices. Web site as portal for information, 
Letter, utilisation of Programme Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Production Stage – Consultation on the proposed submission DPD and the sustainability appraisal report. 
Why? When? 

1. To enable representations on the final DPD prior to its Submission to Government; 
2. To enable representations on the Sustainability Appraisal; and 
3. To raise awareness of the Examination process.  

March-April 2010 

Who with? How? 
Residents and working population of the area, including interest 
groups 

Statutory notices, requirements, Publication of Plan (hard copy and 
internet), Events, Press Releases, newspapers, internet 

Consultation bodies as outlined in Regulations. Statutory notices, requirements, Publication of Plan (hard copy and 
internet), Events, Press Releases 

Service Providers and Delivery Agencies Statutory notices, requirements, Publication of Plan (hard copy and 
internet) Events, Press Releases 

Landowners and Developers Statutory notices, requirements, Publication of Plan (hard copy and 
internet) Events, Press Releases 

Elected Councillors in the Corby Borough Member briefing/training 
LSP Network Publication of Plan (hard copy and internet), Events 



The Adoption Stage – Adoption of the plan following receipt of the inspector’s Report. 
Why? When? 
1.    To raise awareness of the publication and availability of the Inspector’s Report 
2.    To advise of the adoption and publication of the plan 

March 2011 
 

Who with? How? 
Residents and working population of the area, including interest 
groups 

Statutory requirements, notice of adoption, Press release, Web Site, 
Letter notifying interested parties. 

Consultation bodies as outlined in Regulations. Statutory requirements, notice of adoption, Press release, Web Site, 
Letter notifying interested parties 

Service Providers and Delivery Agencies Statutory requirements, notice of adoption, Press release, Web Site, 
Letter notifying interested parties 

Landowners and Developers Statutory requirements, notice of adoption, Press release, Web Site, 
Letter notifying interested parties 

Elected Councillors in the Corby Borough Member briefing/training  
LSP Network Attendance at meetings 
 
 
 
The Adoption Stage – Monitoring and Review of the Local Development Scheme, Plan Policies and Sustainability. 
Why? When? 

1. To keep people informed of the timetable for plan preparation and review of policies 
2. To raise awareness of the extent to which plan proposals are being achieved 
3. To raise awareness of the extent to which Sustainability objectives are being met  

In accordance with Regulation 48, an 
Annual Monitoring Report will be produced 
by the end of each calendar year.   

Who with? How? 
Interested parties Via the publication of an Annual Monitoring Report on the website.  
Elected Representatives Via training events and Committee meetings 
 


