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Local Plans Committee 11 December 2006 
 

Local Development Framework – LDS Amendments 
 

Synopsis  
To inform Members of the progress of the Corby Development Plan Documents and to recommend 

revisions to the timetable of the Corby LDS 
 

1. Relevant Background Details 
Amendments to the timetable for the Development Plan Documents (DPD’s) to be produced for 
Corby as part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework (LDF) were approved 
by the Local Plans Committee on the 13th July 2005.  Further amendments are now sought due to 
the delay in the preparation of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Spatial Strategy, whereby the 
Corby Site Specific Proposals and the Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) documents must 
not precede the Core Spatial Strategy (CSS).   

2. Report 
Work is well underway on the development of Corby’s five Development Plan Documents: 

• Corby Site Specific Proposals LDD 

• Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan 

• Kingswood Area Action Plan 

• Danesholme Area Action Plan 

• Corby Urban Extensions Area Action Plan 

Corby Site Specific Proposals LDD and the Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan 
Both the Corby Site Specific Proposals LDD and the Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan are at the 
draft stage of analysing representations received following the Preferred Options Consultation.  The 
responses received are now being analysed and will be submitted to committee for consideration.  
Once finalised, a 6 week statutory consultation period will be undertaken to give the community the 
opportunity to comment on whether the preferred approach suggested for Corby’s development is 
the right approach and to comment on other relevant planning issues.   

Due to the delay for the preparation of the Joint Planning Core Spatial Strategy by the Joint 
Planning Unit set out above, an amendment to the timescales outlined in the existing LDS is 
proposed.  The Site Specific Proposals and Town Centre Area Action Plan documents could only be 
submitted after the Core Spatial Strategy, being submitted to Secretary of State in February 2007.  
Accordingly, an amendment to the existing timescale of the LDS is proposed. 

Kingswood Area Action Plan 
Extensive consultation on the Kingswood Area Action Plan has been carried out with Kingswood 
residents to explore the options and possible solutions. A consultation exhibition was also held on 
Thursday 2nd March 2006, to which all Kingswood residents were invited to comment on the 
suggested approaches being put forward. 

David Lock & Associates (who have been commissioned through the Joint Venture to do the master 
planning work for Kingswood) and Atkins (who have been commissioned by Corby Borough Council 
to produce Corby’s Development Plan Documents) have prepared the draft Preferred Options for 
the Kingswood Area Action Plan.  A separate report for Kingswood Area Action Plan issues can be 
found attached to this agenda.   
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Danesholme Area Action Plan 
Work on the Danesholme area of the Kingswood & Danesholme Area Action Plan is less well 
progressed because the priority has been progressing the Kingswood area due to the longstanding 
demolition plans.   

In view of the above, it is proposed that Kingswood is progressed as a separate Area Action Plan to 
Danesholme to ensure that Kingswood is not held up unnecessarily. 

The amended timescales for both the Kingswood and Danesholme Area Action Plan are indicated in 
Table 1 (attached).  These may change on advice from DLA/Atkins. 

Corby Urban Extensions Area Action Plan  
Initial consultation on possible requirements for the urban extensions was consulted on in 
September 2005 as part of the Corby Issues & Options consultation. 

Additional consultation on the locations for these urban extensions was carried out by the Joint 
Planning Unit in 2005/06 through the ‘Options for North Northamptonshire- towards a Joint Core 
Spatial Strategy’ and the ‘Preferred Options for the North Northamptonshire- towards a joint Core 
Spatial Strategy’.   Work will begin shortly on developing the Preferred Options for the Corby Urban 
Extensions Area Action Plan. 

The amended timescale for the Urban Extensions Area Action Plan are indicated in Table 1. 

Planning Obligations SPD 
In view of the high profile planning schemes coming forward in Corby such as Priors Hall and Land 
West of Stanion, there is a need to prepare a Supplementary Planning Document on developer 
contributions in order to facilitate negotiations with applicants and developers.  The details and 
timescales for this document are still being developed; therefore its addition to the LDS will need to 
be finalised at a later date. 

Corby’s DPD’s- Overall Programme 
The original programme for the production of Corby’s DPD’s had been designed such that DPD’s 
were prepared in a logical sequence.  Because the other 4 DPD’s have slipped, it is felt that the 
sequence of events should be maintained through to Adoption as opposed to altering only one part 
which would have a knock on effect in terms of workload to the rest of the programme. 

It is therefore proposed that the overall timetable for Corby’s DPD’s is moved as illustrated in Table 
1 (attached).  The dates approved at the Committee on the 15th March 2006 are shown in Italics.   

Consultation with the other Boroughs within North Northamptonshire and the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit has indicated that revisions to their LDS’s will also be 
required.  Each Borough will take any LDS revisions to their Committees for consideration.  The 
JPU will then coordinate the submission of the revised North Northamptonshire LDS to the 
Government Office for the East Midlands.  

3. Options to be Considered  
The amendments recommended allow sufficient time to ensure the development of Corby’s DPD’s 
is robust and informed by key stakeholder views. It remains the intention nevertheless to progress 
on all as quickly as is possible and prudent in order to ensure the momentum building on Corby’s 
growth and regeneration can be maintained. 

4. Issues to be taken into account :- 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the North Northamptonshire LDF and Corby’s constituent LDDs is and will remain a 
CBC priority. 
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Financial 
The amended LDS may result in additional costs.  Atkins is currently determining details of these 
costs.  These costs will need to be accommodated within the 2006/07 budget for the Planning 
Service and in future estimates.    

Legal 
An approved LDS is required in order to progress the Corby Development Plan Documents which 
together with Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northants DPD’s make up the North 
Northamptonshire LDF. Amendments therefore have to be made to gain that approval from GOEM. 

Performance Information 

Maintaining progress against the approved LDS will be important in the future calculations of 
Planning Delivery Grant. 

Sustainability, Best Value, Community Safety, Human Rights, Equalities 

None directly linked to this report but all are key considerations during the LDF/LDDs preparation 
progress. 

5. Conclusions 
The LDS is a statement of the Council’s intentions in respect of the new North Northamptonshire 
LDF, outlining which documents are to be produced and how they all fit together within the portfolio 
of documents that make up the Local Development Framework.  The Council has the ability to 
change the LDS, and no doubt amendments will be required as circumstances change.  It is 
intended that the new system will be more flexible than the previous development plan system.   

The time scale of the LDS would need to be amended due to the delay in the preparation of the 
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy, whereby the Corby Site Specific Proposals and the 
Corby Town Centre Area Action Plan documents must not precede the Core Spatial Strategy, 
currently being prepared by the Joint Planning Unit.  

Subject to approval from GOEM to the revised timetable for Corby, the LDS can then be brought 
into effect under Regulation 11 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
Regulations 2004.  It is proposed that a separate resolution is sought from the Committee at a later 
date. 

6. Recommendations 
That the timetable for the production of Corby’s DPD’s is revised in accordance with the details 
shown in Table 1 and that revised LDS is submitted to GOEM as soon as possible. 

Officer to Contact 
Emily Hale Tel: 01536 464165, Local Plans 

Email: Emily.hale@corby.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 


