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Full Council 31st August 2017

 

Little Stanion Community Governance Review 

 
SYNOPSIS BOX 

To request that Full Council approve the creation of an independent parish council for Little 
Stanion following the completion of a Community Governance Review.  

1. Relevant Background Details  

Full Council at its meeting on 13th October 2016 considered a petition signed by over 250 
electors of Little Stanion requesting that the Council undertake a Community Governance 
Review. Full Council at its meeting approved a Terms of Reference for the exercise. 

Officers proceeded to consult electors in both Little Stanion & Stanion village on the 
petitioner’s proposals. 

The result of this initial consultation was reported to the One Corby Policy Committee on 7th 
March 2017. The response rate to this consultation was disappointing; less than 14% of Little 
Stanion electors participated. There were strong qualitative representations submitted but 
support for these proposals was not substantial. 

After consideration, Members agreed to a further round of consultation. Members further 
agreed modifications to the petitioner’s original proposal, in that the new consultation would 
be seeking views on an independent Little Stanion Parish be formed by bisecting the current 
Stanion Parish along the Corby Link Road. 

This second round consultation was delayed due to the Northamptonshire County Council 
elections in May 2017 and the “snap” General Election in early June 2017. 

Following the General Election, officers sent a mailing to every registered elector in Little 
Stanion & Stanion village. The mailing included a cover letter, briefing note, map extract 
showing the proposed dissection of the current Stanion Parish, a “ballot” slip and a 
FREEPOST return envelope. A period of two weeks was allowed for the consultation 
process. 

2. Report 

In total over 35% of the electorate of Stanion Parish participated in the second consultation 
exercise. The levels of participation in Little Stanion and Stanion Village were comparable. 

Of those participating, there was a significant majority in favour of the proposal, in total 650 
were in favour, with 74 against. Members may recall that during the first round of consultation 
the response rate from Little Stanion was less than 15%, with the majority in favour. 

In addition, both Stanion Parish Council and Little Stanion Village Association were invited to 
provide written representations during the second round of consultation. These second round 
responses are included as Appendices 3 & 4. Both organisations support the creation of a 
new independent parish council. 

The Council also received 5 email representations from electors during the second round 
exercise, all in favour of the proposal for an independent parish council. 

It is therefore being proposed that the Council agree to the creation of an independent parish 
council for Little Stanion. 
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It is suggested that the new “Little Stanion Parish Council” take effect from 1st April 2018 
(Vesting Day) with the initial elections for the new council being held on 3rd May 2018. 

There will be a need for Corby Borough Council to ensure a parish precept is set for the new 
parish council, effective from 1st April 2018, as part of the 2018/2019 Council Tax setting 
exercise. The parish council itself would recommend the parish precept in subsequent years. 

The initial elections for the new parish council would be held on 3rd May 2018 and conducted 
by the local Returning Officer subject to statute. The parish council will be liable for all costs 
incurred by the local Returning Officer in conducting these elections. It is being proposed that 
the initial term of office be for 5 years, this would mean that the next subsequent elections 
would be held in May 2023. This would allow the elections for Little Stanion to fall into line 
with the normal four-year electoral cycle. 

It is currently being proposed that the new Little Stanion parish council would consist of 9 
parish councillors.  

The Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils (NALC) has been consulted. There are 
a number of key issues which will need to be addressed over the coming months. These 
include:- 

 Vesting and asset transfer 
 Budget setting 
 Staff transfers and employment 
 Elections 
 Recruiting a clerk 
 Council meetings and operation 
 Office and administration 
 Finance and audit 
 Communications 

If Full Council agrees to the creation of this new parish council then Corby Borough Council 
are required to ensure appropriates structures and processes are put in place for when the 
newly elected parish councillors assume office in May 2018. 

Corby Borough Council will need to appoint a “Proper Officer” until such time as a permanent 
Parish Clerk has been recruited. This is particularly important for the period 1st April 2018 
onwards to ensure that arrangements for the parish council’s inaugural Annual Meeting can 
be made after the elections in May 2018. 

The local Returning Officer will oversee the elections process in May 2018. The Monitoring 
Officer will oversee the Acceptance of Office process and completion of Register of Interest 
forms for successfully elected parish councillors. 

This report was considered by the One Corby Policy Committee at its meeting on 8th August 
2017; the Committee are recommending the creation of an independent parish council for 
Little Stanion. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 

The Council is required to make a final determination on this matter by October 2017. 

Option 1) –  Agree to the creation of an independent parish council for Little Stanion, based 
upon the boundaries indicated in the second round consultation exercise; 

Option 2) - Maintain the status quo, no change to the current local governance 
arrangements with Little Stanion remaining part of Stanion Parish; or 

Option 3) - Maintain the status quo, no change to the current local governance 
arrangements with Little Stanion remaining part of Stanion Parish but agree to 
conduct a further Community Governance Review after the Little Stanion 
development has been completed. 
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4. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities  

None specific to this report. 

Financial  

The cost of the Governance Review has been met by Corby Borough Council through 
existing budgets. Assuming Full Council ratify the recommendation, there will be further costs 
associated with staff time.  The cost of postage in relation to the second round consultation 
was over £110. The cost of conducting initial elections to the new parish council will need to 
be met by the parish council. 

There has been a requirement to include in the Order an estimate of the parish precept 
income for 2018/19. This is a maximum figure. Prior to Council Tax setting in February 2018 
there will be a need to work-up a precept for the new parish council; it is currently envisaged 
that this will be drawn-up in collaboration with Stanion Parish Council members. Whatever 
final precept figure when applied for 2018/19 will not be able to exceed the figure included in 
the Order. Future year’s precepts will be set by Little Stanion Parish Council itself. 

It is important that the initial precept is not too low or too high. There will be the need for 
legitimate administrative costs to be covered but equally it would be irresponsible for Corby 
Borough Council to allow a figure significantly higher than residents currently pay. Working 
with current Stanion Parish Council members will assist in ensuring that an equitable figure 
can be agreed. 

In relation to proposed asset transfers from Stanion Parish Council these are detailed in the 
Order (Schedule 1). 

Risk 

Failure on the part of Corby Borough Council to determine this matter by October 2017 will 
place us in breach of Government statutory guidance, issued under the Local Government 
and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007. 

The Council can reasonably consider whether the division of the current parish council may 
make the two entities unviable, in an administrative and/or financial sense.  Given the relative 
electorates and subsequent generation of income through the parish precept it is not felt that 
either entity would be unviable.  

The Council in making its final determination on this matter needs to consider both the 
quantity and quality of consultation responses. During the first round of consultation there 
were a number of convincing arguments made in favour of the proposal. The response to the 
second round consultation demonstrates a significant amount of support for the proposal; 
equally importantly the level of opposition to the proposal was not as significant in numeric 
terms. 

Legal 

The Council has followed the Secretary of State’s guidance issued under the Local 
Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007. 

For a parish council to be created the principal council needs to approve an Order.  A 
template for this has been issued by the Government and has been used as a basis for an 
Order to be agreed by Members. 

Corby Borough Council will need to assist in the initial stages of the creation of the new 
parish council. Following the initial elections to the parish council, Corby Borough Council’s 
formal involvement would cease. 

Corby Borough Council’s Monitoring Officer is the designated Monitoring Officer for all parish 
councils within the Borough, for the purposes of the Members Code of Conduct only. 

  



041  4 

Performance Information  

None specific to this report. 

Best Value 

None specific to this report. 

Equalities & Human Rights 

The residents of Little Stanion are currently within a parished area i.e. Stanion Parish 
Council. The proposal is for Little Stanion to have its own independent parish council. All 
registered electors within Little Stanion & Stanion village have been consulted and were able 
to make representations and register their views on the proposal. 

The Council has complied with the requirements contained in the Government’s “Guidance 
on community governance reviews”.  

An Equality Questionnaire has been completed; no adverse impact on residents with 
protected characteristics was identified. 

Sustainability 

None specific to this report 

Community Safety 

None specific to this report. 

5. Conclusion 

Full Council needs to approve a Reorganisation of Community Governance Order. This 
would provide the legal basis for the creation of the new parish. 

Full Council may decide not to proceed with the Order. There is no right of appeal; however 
the Council would need to demonstrate that it has acted in a reasonable manner. 

This report was considered by the One Corby Policy Committee at its meeting on 8th August 
2017; the Committee are recommending the creation of an independent parish council for 
Little Stanion. 

If Full Council approve the Order, the Monitoring Officer will attend the Stanion Parish 
Council meeting on 11th September 2017 to discuss the next steps required. 

6. Recommendation 

That the Committee:- 

i) Recommend the creation of an independent parish council for Little Stanion 
based upon the sub-division of the current Stanion Parish as indicated on the 
map extract (blue line) in the appendices; 

ii) Request that Full Council ratify (i) above, approve the Order and ancillary 
matters; 

iii) Delegate authority to the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Chief 
Executive and S.151 Officer, to make arrangements for the establishment of an 
independent parish council for Little Stanion and ancillary matters. 

  

 Background Papers 

Guidance on community governance reviews (DCLG/LGBC) 
Creating a Local Council: a guidance manual (Local Councils Association) 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 
Local Government Finance (New Parishes) (England) Regulations 2008 
Local Government (Parishes and Parish Councils) (England) Regulations 2008 
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External Consultations 
 
2nd Round Consultation (registered electors in Little Stanion & Stanion Village). 
Stanion Parish Council 
Little Stanion Village Association 
Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils 
 
List of Appendices 
 
Tabulated response to second round consultation 
Written submission from Stanion Parish Council 
Written submission from Little Stanion Village Association (LSVA) 
Copy of Reorganisation Order 
Map extract showing proposed Little Stanion Parish (blue line) 
 
Officer to Contact 
 
Paul Goult (Monitoring Officer) ext 4013 
 



Little Stanion Community Governance Review 2017 
Result of 2nd Round Consultation 
 

“Do you agree with the creation of an independent Little Stanion Parish Council 
based upon the proposed boundary?” 

 
 

Electorate
(July 2017 Figure) 

YES 
 

NO % Turnout 

Little 
Stanion 
 

1,272 424 29 35.61 

Stanion 
Village 
 

783 226 45 34.61 

TOTAL 
 

2,055 650 74 35.23 

 



STANION PARISH COUNCIL

Paul Goult Julia Tufnail 
Democratic Services Clerk to Stanion Parish Council 
The Corby Cube 7 Amen Place
Parklands Gateway, George Street Little Addington
Corby Kettering
NN17 1QG NN14 4AU

13th January 2017

Sent by email only to Paul.goult@corby.gov.uk
Dear Mr Goult

Re: Little Stanion Community Governance Review 

I write on behalf of Stanion Parish Council in response to your correspondence dated 15th November 
2016 in respect of the current Little Stanion Community Governance Review. 

I wish to confirm that Stanion Parish Council has no objection to the proposed establishment of an 
independent Parish Council for Little Stanion. 

The Parish has experienced significant growth over the last 5 years and the Parish Council has felt 
significant strain at times having to deal with a large volume of community issues especially those that 
come with a new building development and the complexities that have arisen in Little Stanion. It is felt 
that two separate Councils and the consequential increase in Councillors would be better able to deal 
with the volume of work. Furthermore the current Parish boundary encompasses two separate 
settlements (Stanion and Little Stanion) which both have different demographics, challenges and 
needs. It is again felt that two separate Councils would be better able to focus upon the core issues in 
each area and meet the needs of the community more effectively and successfully. 

Stanion Parish Council wholly supports the proposed establishment of an independent Parish Council 
for Little Stanion. 

Yours sincerely 

Councillor Douglas
Stanion Parish Council
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Community Governance Review 
 
Thank you for giving the Little Stanion Village Association an opportunity for further 
comment. We continue to endorse our previous submission and support wholeheartedly 
the proposal to establish an independent Parish Council for Little Stanion.  
 
We wish to make further comment, as follows. 
 
LSVA was disappointed that the Council did not recommend the establishment of a 
separate Parish Council for Little Stanion during the previous review.  We believe that 
there is a genuine and strong desire among residents for this and welcome CBC’s decision 
during this consultation to issue ballot papers, as we believe this will encourage a higher 
level of response than the previous review. 
 
As a new and growing community, Little Stanion has its own specific and pressing needs 
quite separate from neighbouring Stanion, and we firmly believe these needs can only be 
served adequately if the village has its own Parish Council. 
 
Whilst  progress has been made with our relationship with the existing Parish Council, and 
some support has been received for Little Stanion initiatives, given that Little Stanion 
parishioners represent some 60% of the total parish population, we do not believe that our 
village can receive a fair proportion of precept funding if it continues to be part of a wider 
parish where there will always be competing priorities. In our opinion, Little Stanion is large 
enough to pursue its own objectives guided by the needs and wishes of its residents. 
Furthermore, the existing Parish Council also supports the proposed separation, indicating 
that it would be in the best interests of both communities. 
 
Please take our views into account.  

 
LSVA 
(3rd July 2017) 
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The Corby Borough Council (Reorganisation of Community 
Governance) Order 2017 

 

Made 31st August 2017 

Coming into force in accordance with article 1(2) 

 

Corby Borough Council (“the council”), in accordance with section 83 of the Local 
Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (“the 2007 Act”), has 
undertaken a community governance review and made recommendations dated 
August 2017. 

The council has decided to give effect to those recommendations and, in accordance 
with section 93 of the 2007 Act, has consulted with the local government electors 
and other interested persons and has had regard to the need to secure that 
community governance reflects the identities and interests of the community and is 
effective and convenient: 

The council, in accordance with section 100 of the 2007 Act, has had regard to 
guidance issued under that section: 

The council makes the following Order in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sections 86, 98(3) and 240(10) of the 2007 Act. 

Citation and commencement 

1. (i) This Order may be cited as the Corby Borough Council 
(Reorganisation of Community Governance) Order 2017. 
(ii) This Order shall come into force on 15th October 2017. 

Interpretation 

2. In this Order – 
 
“borough” means Corby Borough Council; 
“existing” means existing on the date this Order is made: 
“map” means the map marked “Map referred to in the Corby Borough Council 
(Reorganisation of Community Governance) Order 2017” and deposited in 
accordance with section 96(4) of the 2007 Act: 
“new parish” means the parish constituted by article 4; 
“ordinary day of election of councillors” has the meaning given by section 37 
of the Representation of the People Act 1983; and 
“registration officer” means an officer appointed for the purpose of, and in 
accordance with, section 8 of the Representation of the People Act 1983. 
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“altered area” means Stanion parish. 

Effect of Order 

3. This Order has effect subject to any agreement under section 99 (agreements 
about incidental matters) of the Local Government and Public Involvement in 
Health Act 2007 relevant to any provision of this Order. 

Constitution of a new parish 

4. (i)  A new parish, comprising the area outlined with a blue line on the map, 
shall be constituted within the borough. 
(ii)  The name of the new parish shall be Little Stanion. 
(iii) In consequence of paragraph (i) of this article, the area of the new 
parish shall cease to be part of the existing parish of Stanion. 

Calculation of budget requirements 

5. For the purposes of regulation 3 of the Local Government Finance (New 
Parishes) (England) Regulations 2008 there is specified in relation to the 
parish of Little Stanion the sum of £26,000. 

Elections for the parish of Little Stanion Parish in 2018 

6. (i) The election of all parish councillors for Little Stanion Parish Council 
shall be held [simultaneously] on the 3rd May 2018. 
(ii) The term of office of every parish councillor elected on the 3rd May 
2018 shall be five years. 
(iii) The number of councillors to be elected for the parish of Little Stanion 
shall be 9. 
(iv) Any parish councillor for Little Stanion Parish Council elected or co-
opted after 3rd May 2018 shall serve a term of office up to the date of the 
subsequent ordinary day of election. 

Subsequent elections for the parish of Little Stanion Parish 

7. (i) The election of all parish councillors for Little Stanion Parish shall be 
held [simultaneously] on the ordinary day of election of councillors in 2023. 
(ii) The term of office of every parish councillor elected on the ordinary day 
of election for councillors in 2023 for Little Stanion Parish Council shall be four 
years. 
(iii) Subsequent elections will be held on the ordinary day of election for 
councillors for Little Stanion Parish Council, to be every four years. 

Annual meeting of parish council 

8. (i) The annual meeting of the new parish council in 2018 shall be 
convened by the Chief Executive of Corby Borough Council. The meeting 
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shall take place no later than 14 days after the day on which the councillors 
elected to the new parish council take office. 
(ii) Subject to (i) above, the Chief Executive may delegate this 
responsibility to another authorised officer of the council. 

Electoral register 

9. The registration officer for Corby Borough Council shall make such 
rearrangement of, or adaption of, the register of local government electors as 
may be necessary for the purposes of, and in consequence of, this Order. 

Transfer of property, rights and liabilities 

10. The land, property, rights and liabilities described in Schedule 1 shall transfer 
from Stanion Parish Council to the Little Stanion Parish Council on the date 
specified in column (2) of those Schedules. 

Transitional Provision 

11. (i) Until the councillors elected to the council of the new parish of Little 
Stanion at the elections to be held on the 3rd May 2018 come into office, the 
new parish shall be represented by those persons appointed by the Chief 
Executive of Corby Borough Council. 
(ii) Any person in office immediately before the order date as a parish 
councillor for an area which is altered by the order (“an altered area”) shall, 
unless he resigns his office or it otherwise becomes vacant, continue as 
parish councillor for the area as so altered until the date on which he would 
ordinarily have retired had the order not been made. 

Order date 

12. 1st April 2018 is the order date for the purposes of the Local Government 
(Parishes and Parish Councils) (England) Regulations 2008. 

 

Sealed with the seal of the council on the 31st August 2017 

 

 

 

 

31st August 2017 

Councillor Matt Keane 
Mayor of Corby 
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SCHEDULE 1 
 
LAND AND PROPERTY TO BE TRANSFERRED 
 
Land and property to be transferred Date 
  
Planter & Plaque (Welcome Centre) 1st April 2018 
Notice Board (Welcome Centre) 1st April 2018 
Village Sign (Little Stanion) 1st April 2018 
 

 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 

(This note is not part of the Order) 
 
This Order gives effect to recommendations made by Corby Borough Council for 
the new parish of Little Stanion created by the partition of the existing Stanion 
parish. 
 
Although the Order comes into force for administrative boundaries on 1st April 
2018 and for parish electoral arrangements on 3rd May 2018, it must come into 
force early for the purpose of preparing for those elections. Likewise, the article 
which specifies an amount in relation to the new parish must come into force 
early so as to enable the billing authority to anticipate a precept equivalent to that 
amount when making its calculations in accordance with section 32 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992 (see regulation 3 of the Local Government 
Finance (New Parishes) Regulations 2008).  
 
The parish of Little Stanion will be created with effect from 1st April 2018. The 
electoral arrangements apply in respect of parish elections to be held on 3rd May 
2018 (article 6) with subsequent elections held on the ordinary day for elections 
(article 6). 
 
Article 6 provides for parish elections in the parish of Little Stanion in 2018.  
 
Article 6 specifies the numbers of parish councillors for the new parish of Little 
Stanion. 
 
Article 7 provides for election arrangements in 2023 and then to continue 
according to the established system of parish elections every four years.  
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Article 9 obliges the Electoral Registration Officer to make any necessary 
amendments to the electoral register to reflect the new electoral arrangements. 
 
Article 11(i) allows the Chief Executive of Corby Borough Council to appoint 
persons to the new parish council of Little Stanion to cover the period 1st April – 
3rd May 2018 inc. This is to allow for the proper administration of the new parish 
during this period until elected representatives assume office after the elections 
of 3rd May 2018. 
 
Article 11(ii) notes that those persons elected as parish councillors for Stanion 
Parish Council prior to 1st April 2018 will continue to be parish councillors for said 
parish until the next ordinary date of election, unless they resign their office or it 
otherwise becomes vacant. 
 
Nothing in this Order amends or alters the current constitution or electoral 
arrangements of Stanion Parish Council unless specified. 
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