
Response to Cottingham Neighbourhood Plan 

 

To; North Northants Council 

Cc; Cottingham Parish Council 

 
Ref: C151 Woodland - Opposite Allotments. Habitat (hedges), wildlife corridor.  

 

We are the owners of field numbered C151 on the list of fields. Numbering is unclear on the map (Figure 7)  

It has been designated on the Cottingham Neighbourhood Plan as a “Habitat site for which the Wildlife 

Corridor provides connectivity”.   It is shaded in green on the plan. 

We contest this designation and request that it be removed. 

 

Firstly, we wish to express our disappointment that the planning group chose not to discuss this with us.  It 

is well known in the village that we own the field.   

As a minimum we would have expected to be informed; 

a) that a piece of our land was under discussion 

b) the rationale used to determine such a designation 

c) the implications of such a designation on the current and future use of our land 

 

Our objections are; 

The field is described as a “Deciduous woodland” in Figure 6.   

Historically this is an agricultural field and is not old woodland. 

The trees are clearly all of the same type and are planted in rows.   In the early 1970s a tenant farmer chose 

to plant a cash crop of ash trees with the intention of selling saplings for planting in hedgerows as a 

windbreak.  Unfortunately, they failed to find buyers and within a few years the trees grew beyond the 

point that they could be transplanted.  The tenant stopped renting the field and it has been unavailable for 

agriculture ever since then. 

 

Habitat (hedges) 

The field is bounded on two sides by hedgerow.  Many fields in the area have hedgerows, not all are 

designated as a wildlife corridor, very few are designated as a Habitat Site.   The Neighbourhood Plan 

scores the site as 0 for tranquillity on the Environmental Inventory.  This suggests the field is not a quiet 

spot for a wildlife habitat.    

Each hedgerow borders a road which meet at a junction at one corner of the field.  On the opposite side of 

the road is a commercial golf range. 

A third field side borders an inhabited site with static caravans and a brick building and has vehicle access. 

The field gateway is opposite the vehicle access to public allotments. 

 

Wildlife Corridor 

Figure 7 shows the wildlife corridor.   

There appear to be two levels of designation 

Many fields have been listed in the Environmental Inventory as within the “wildlife corridor”   

A few fields are shaded green as “Habitat sites for which wildlife corridor provides connectivity” 

Our field has been shaded green so been accorded this higher designation. 

However, compared to other green shaded areas, our field appears to be a relatively small area and is 

unattached to any other similarly designated land.  

We are not aware of any habitat survey conducted on our land to inform such a decision.  

 

 



Recent Maintenance and Security of the Field site 

We have the hedges trimmed annually. 

This year we have had all the undergrowth cleared. 

This was done primarily to give better line of sight into the field from the road. 

In the last 3 years the field has been subject to two serious incidents of dumping of scrap metal; street 

lampposts, on the first occasion, metal bucket scoops from industrial diggers on the second. 

On the latter occasion we were most grateful to Corby Borough Council officers who visited the site, 

insisted on the removal of the dumped material and returned at a specified time to ensure that it had been 

done.  During this time, we have been approached to sell the field. 

 

We question the decisions the Neighbourhood Planners have taken to designate this as a Habitat Site, given 

the field’s position between two roads and a junction, and its close proximity to sites of human activity - a 

residential plot, public allotments and a sport/leisure facility,   

 

We request that our response be placed on record and given due consideration. 

 

October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




