
Appendix 1 
Local Development Framework Seminar 

20th May 2009, at 7.00pm in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby Borough Council 

Attendance: Councillors Harley, Pengelly, Addison, Sims and Howitt 

Introduction 
The Principal Planner (Local Plans) introduced the purpose of the seminar, which was to 
update Members on the background studies that are underway to support the Local 
Development Framework (LDF) and get some steer on the approach to take. 

It was explained that this seminar is concerned with the assessment of potential housing sites. 
A report will be taken to the next Local Plan committee for a formal decision but to avoid delay 
in the preparation of the LDF this seminar provided the opportunity for some initial views. 

Members were reminded that the Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document 
(DPD) is a key document in Corby’s LDF. It will include the identification of sites for housing, 
employment, retail, recreation and education and other land uses. 

The current timetable for the production of the DPD is that public consultation on the spatial 
options will take place in August/September 2009. 

Planning Policy Statement 12 
The Plan is being prepared in accordance with Government guidance that expects the plan to 
be sound. To be considered ‘Sound’ the Plan must be justified, which is that  

• founded on a robust and credible evidence base; and 

• the most appropriate strategy when considered against reasonable alternatives. 

Evidence Base Studies 
A considerable amount of background research already exists. However to help support the 
Council’s case at the examination additional work has been undertaken  

Housing Land Supply 

It was explained that planning permissions and residential completions have been reviewed to 
establish how much additional land needs to be found for new housing. 

Housing Requirement 2009-2021  
Core Spatial Strategy requirement 2001-2021 16,800 
Net dwellings built 2001-2008 2,870 
Remaining Requirement 2009-2021 13,930 
  
Forecast Housebuilding 2009-2021  
Planning Permission 6,594 
Planning Permission granted in principle subject to signing of s106 
legal agreements 

706 

Total Supply 7,300 
  

Supply compared with requirement -6,630 
 
Taking account of the above, there is a requirement to find additional land for housing. The 
Council will need to make choices about which sites to allocate. 

Assessment of Potential Development Sites 



In order to inform the selection of potential housing sites, a detailed background paper has 
been prepared to enable a systematic and transparent comparison of potential development 
sites.  

The assessment builds on past consultations and evidence gathered over time. All together 
127 sites have been considered. Each site has been assessed against a ‘Site Assessment 
Matrix’ that contains a total of 23 assessment measures, including access to railway station, 
proximity to schools and health centres, bad neighbour constraints and impact on 
environmental designations. 

Based on the matrix the potential development sites have been placed in order to allow a 
comparable study. The overall score achieved provides a good indication of the 
appropriateness of the site for development. However the score in isolation can not be taken 
as conclusive and the exercise included a manual override facility to enable the Council to rule 
out certain sites, such as sites that contain good quality open space. 

The conclusion of the study was presented to Members. Following a detailed map based 
discussion the following sites were identified to have potential for housing: 

Location Estimated 
Capacity 

North of Cottingham Road 60 
Railway Station Interchange 100 
Parkland Gateway 209 
Land between Oakley Road and Cottingham Road 150 
Former Garage Site, Weldon Road 12 
Kingswood School 200 
Chapel Road, Weldon 20 
Neighbourhood Centre, Oakley Vale 18 
Danesholme Regeneration Area 39 
Oakley Vale (former Science Park allocation) 330 
Car Park, Pytchley Court 13 
Pen Green Lane 300 
Builders Yard, Rockingham Road 40 
TOTAL 1491 

 
Members ruled out the development of allotment land at West Glebe and South of Occupation 
Road because provision of allotments in the Borough is below national standards. Additionally, 
the playing fields at Derwent Walk were discounted because of concerns over the loss of open 
space or recreational facilities.  

Members advised that further consideration was required in respect of Land off Stanion Lane, 
Garage Court off Lindisfarne Road and Sports Ground off Rockingham Road 

Oundle Road, Weldon is allocated in the extant Local Plan but without planning consent at 
present. This was not identified to have good potential for housing because it performed poorly 
against the sustainability matrix. However given that there has been development interest and 
the site could come forward for development under the provisions of the existing Local Plan; it 
was to be further considered. 

Members questioned the exclusion of small garages sites that are subject to regeneration 
proposals. Such sites are excluded because the sites are considered too small to be allocated 
and proposals that come forward are instead regarded as windfall. 

Conclusion 
Through the evidence base studies and LDF seminar an initial supply of housing land has 
been identified that together with the Sustainable Urban Extensions will meet the requirements 
of the Core Spatial Strategy, subject to further analysis and consultation. 


