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Local Plan Committee 7th March 2012
 

Local Development Framework Annual Monitoring Report 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
To inform Members of the North Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report for 2010/11 

1. Introduction 
1.1 Every local planning authority is required to make an annual report to the Secretary of State 

to provide information on the preparation of planning documents and the extent to which 
policies set out in these are being achieved. 

1.2 The Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) includes a series of indicators and targets to monitor 
the performance of planning policies, covering the themes of Business Development and 
Town Centres; Housing; and Environmental Quality. 

1.3 This is the third Joint AMR produced through joint working between Corby, East 
Northamptonshire, Kettering and Wellingborough Council, and the North Northamptonshire 
Joint Planning Unit. It covers the period 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011. 

1.4 A full paper copy of the AMR has not been attached to this report, but is available to 
download at the following link: http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/AMR%202011.pdf 

2. Key Findings 
Some of the key findings are summarised below. 

Local Development Scheme 

• The AMR reports that work continued on the review of the Joint Core Strategy although 
the timetable was periodically revisited and updated due to political and procedural 
uncertainties. 

• Work on the Corby Site Specific Allocations DPD was discontinued in April 2011 in order 
to focus on the review of the Joint Core Strategy. 

Business Development and Town Centres 

• In 2010/11, Corby provided the highest proportion of employment floorspace in North 
Northamptonshire; however, this compares to limited growth over previous monitoring 
periods 

• A high proportion of new employment development in Corby during 2010/11 was 
provided on previously developed (brownfield) land 

• Corby has a significant supply of available land for employment uses 

• Corby has reported a significant increase in floorspace for town centre uses, in part due 
to the completion of the Corby Cube 

Housing 

• In 2010/11, Corby delivered the highest proportion of additional dwellings in North 
Northamptonshire, as a result of Kickstart and Social Housing Grant funded schemes 

• Corby does not currently have a five year supply of deliverable sites for housing as 
required by government guidance. Although significant planning permissions are in place 
to provide new housing over the next five year period, the rate at which these 
permissions come forward for development is dependent on prevailing economic 
conditions; however, Corby is well positioned to recover from the recession as soon as 
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market conditions improve. The five year supply assessment is calculated based on 
targets in the adopted Core Strategy, which are subject to review as part of the 
preparation of the replacement Core Strategy. 

• The percentage of dwellings provided on previously developed land is greater than the 
30% target outlined in the adopted Core Strategy. 

• No additional gypsy and traveller pitches were provided in the borough during 2010/11 

• The percentage of affordable housing provided during 2010/11 is lower than the 30% 
target outlined in the adopted Core Strategy despite Social Housing Grant funding 

Environmental Quality 

• During 2010/11 planning permissions were been granted contrary to Environment 
Agency advice on water quality grounds; however, these relate to reserved matters 
applications at Priors Hall where relevant issues will be dealt with though conditions 
attached to the outline planning permission 

• A net loss of biodiversity habitat has been reported for 2010/11; these were recorded at 
Weldon Park and Cowthick Quarry 

3. Conclusion 
3.1 This report outlines Corby’s progress against a wide range of indicators, as reported through 

the Joint AMR for 2010/11. It is clear that the economic recession has impacted on rates of 
housing and economic development, but the proactive planning and delivery work has meant 
that the Borough has fared relatively well and is in a good position to recover once the 
economy improves. The long term picture on the housing land supply is a concern, but 
progress on the review of the Core Strategy including the establishment of a more realistic 
housing target coupled with the identification of strategic housing sites will make a significant 
difference. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The production of the AMR is required as part of the Local Development Framework. The 
findings of the Joint AMR will be taken into account through the production of the Local 
Development Framework. 

Financial 
None directly related to this report 
Legal 
Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The Localism Act will 
replace this duty with a requirement to publish monitoring information. 
Performance Information/Best Value 
None directly related to this report 
Sustainability, Human Rights, Community Safety, Equalities  
None directly related to this report; however, all are key considerations during the 
preparation of the Local Development Framework. 

5. Options to be considered 
The Council is required to produce an AMR through the Local Development Framework. 

6. Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members note Corby’s progress as reported through the Joint Annual 
Monitoring Report (2010-11) for North Northamptonshire. 
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Background Papers 
Planning Policy Statement 12 (June 2008) Local Spatial Planning 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/pps12lsp.pdf 
North Northamptonshire Joint Annual Monitoring Report (2010-11) 
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/AMR%202011.pdf 

List of Appendices 
None 

Officer to Contact 
Bernice Samtani, Planning Officer, 01536 463188, Bernice.Samtani@corby.gov.uk 

 


