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Aim and purpose 

This report has been produced to comply with the Home Energy Conservation Act. The Act 

recognises the key role local authorities play in improving energy efficiency of the residential 

accommodation in their area. Under section 5(1)(b) of the Act, the Secretary of State for Energy and 

Climate Change requires all authorities to prepare further reports setting out energy conservation 

measures that the authority considers practicable, cost-effective and likely to make significant 

improvement in the energy efficiency of residential properties.  

Background on Corby 

Corby was designated a new town in 1951 and is where the majority of the Borough’s population 

lives - the remainder living in the seven surrounding villages. Despite the urban characteristics there 

are large tracts of countryside and green space within the Borough. The area was formerly a centre 

for the steel industry, and while the closure of the steelworks in the 1980’s had a significant 

economic and social effect on the area, in recent years a major growth and regeneration programme 

has seen a transformation of the towns public infrastructure including new shopping centre, theatre, 

civic offices and swimming pool together with major new housing development. The population of the 

Borough of Corby was 60,990 at the time of the 2011 census and in 2015 the town was recorded as 

one of the UK’s fastest growing places, population is currently estimated at more than 63,500.  

Type of buildings  

The buildings are predominantly two-storey semi-detached houses with a mix of styles and 

construction types.  The majority of the houses are constructed of solid brick or non-traditional walls 

(no-fines concrete, PRC (Wates), steel frame (BSF) that are thermally very inefficient.   

Corby Borough Council Housing Stock 

The Council currently owns 4,815 traditional residential homes1 in the borough. They also have their 

own direct works department and ideally they would carry out the energy efficiency improvements to 

                                                           
1
 Source; Corby Borough Council ‘Housing and Homelessness Strategy 2014-2019 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/housing-and-neighbourhood-services/housing-strategy-and-regeneration/housing-
related-strategies  

http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/housing-and-neighbourhood-services/housing-strategy-and-regeneration/housing-related-strategies
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/housing-and-neighbourhood-services/housing-strategy-and-regeneration/housing-related-strategies


the buildings in order to maximise the economic benefits of the scheme for the local economy and to 

facilitate the roll out of a similar programme to other areas in the Borough.  

Corby Borough Council currently have a strong home improvement programme focused on tackling 

fuel poverty amongst the boroughs most vulnerable groups. In addition, it is engaged in a number of 

innovative new home build and sustainable transport projects. 

Partnership

Corby Borough Corby works in partnership with a number of organisations including: 

 Registered Social Landlords in Corby 

 Electric Corby Community Interest Company (EC CIC) 

 Northants Warm Homes Partnership (NWHP) 

 Northants Climate Change Officers Group (NCCOG)  

 East Midlands Carbon Action Network (EMCAN)  

 North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (NNJPU)   

 Climate Local and Climate East Midlands 

 NEA, National Fuel Poverty charity (NEA) 

 Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)  

Formed with the support of Corby Borough Council, Electric Corby CIC aim is to develop and test 

new environmentally sustainable living and transport technologies. In partnership with the Council, 

Electric Corby CIC plans to assist in making Corby the UK’s leading practical centre for low 

carbon living, working and transport.  

 

Policy and Strategy 

The Council has committed to helping the most vulnerable residents in keeping warm and healthy 

homes through actions and activities outlined in our Affordable Warmth Strategy 2013-2016. We 

actively work with the NHS Corby Clinical Commissioning Group to deliver awareness of how to 

keep warm and cool in severe weather events. 

As a Council we monitor our carbon emissions and environmental initiatives in a number of ways:  

Existing Corby strategies which relate to housing 

 North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 2008 providing the long term strategic 

planning framework for growth and regeneration 

 Corby Regeneration Framework 2003-2033 

 Corby Borough Council Climate Local Commitment 2014  

 Corby Borough Council Environmental Sustainability Strategy ‘Action on Climate Change’ 

2014-2019 

 Corby Borough Council Affordable Warmth Strategy 2013-2016.  

 Corby Borough Council Housing and Homeless Strategy 2014-19 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/housing-and-neighbourhood-services/housing-options/social-housing
http://www.electriccorby.co.uk/event/an-inconvenient-truth/
http://www.northantswarmhomes.com/
http://www.greenernorthants.org/
http://www.can.uk.net/
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
http://www.local.gov.uk/climate-local
http://www.climate-em.org.uk/
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/CBC%20Affordable%20Warmth%20Strategy%202013%20-%202016.pdf
http://www.corbyccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/The%20Regeneration%20Framework%20Catalyst%20Corby%20%28January%202003%29.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corby%20Climate%20Local%20Commitment.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/CBC%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Strategy%20-%20Action%20on%20Climate%20Change%202014-2019.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/CBC%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Strategy%20-%20Action%20on%20Climate%20Change%202014-2019.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/CBC%20Affordable%20Warmth%20Strategy%202013%20-%202016.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/housing-and-neighbourhood-services/housing-strategy-and-regeneration/housing-related-strategies
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 Corby Borough Council Corporate Service Plan 2014 

Corby Borough Council is committed to a greener and healthier Borough and our priorities are 

outlined under the theme of Climate Change and Environment in our Corporate Plan.  To further 

our commitment we have refreshed our Environmental Policy and we have become a signatory of 

the Climate Local Commitment.  

The Environmental Sustainability Strategy sets out our ‘Climate Local’ priorities and environmental 

actions in one document. This strategy outlines the pathway towards a low carbon economy that 

will serve the Community’s long term interests, as well as increasing our awareness of how to 

become a climate resilient borough. 

We will progressively address the risks and pursue opportunities presented by climate change, in 

line with local priorities, through our role as: 

 Community leader – helping local people and businesses to be smarter about their energy 
use and to prepare for climate impacts. 

 

 Service provider – delivering services that are resource efficient, less carbon intensive, 
resilient and that protect those who are most vulnerable to climate impacts. 

 

 Estate manager – ensuring that our own buildings and operations are resource efficient, 
use clean energy, and are well prepared for the impacts of a changing climate. 

 

Tackling fuel poverty remains a key priority and last year the Council’s Fuel Poverty Summit led to 

a refreshed Affordable Warmth Strategy and action plan for the Borough. 

 

Contact 

For further information and to contact Corby Borough Council visit www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-

corby/contact-green-corby 

 

 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/council/open-data-and-transparency/corporate-service-plan-201314
http://www.corby.gov.uk/site-page/environmental-policy-and-climate-local
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/CBC%20Affordable%20Warmth%20Strategy%202013%20-%202016.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-corby/contact-green-corby
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-corby/contact-green-corby
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HECA 2013-15 Action Plan Progress 

The previous HECA Report Action Plan was agreed in 2013 and the table below provides an update against each action. 

HECA 2013 

Scheme Action Timeframe Status March 2015 

Promote ECO 

and Green Deal 

Use available data to identify homes that may be 

eligible for ECO funding 

June 2013  Completed. Funding from DECC supported this and was 

used to target privately owned homes for external wall 

insulation in particular wards in the north of the town. 

Seek to work with Green Deal Providers to offer 

ECO funding to eligible households 

June 2013  All referrals are taken through Northants Warm Homes 

Partnership.  

 1100 ECO measures (loft, cavity, wall insulation and 

boilers) and 281 Green Deal Home Assessments have 

recorded by DECC.  

 Corby have a higher than average take up of ECO and 

Green Deal Assessments; per 1000 households; Corby 

43.6 ECO and 11.1 GDA, England 33.4 ECO and 9.6 

GDA, East Midlands 30.6 ECO and 12 GDA, 

Northamptonshire 24.4 ECO and 7.3 GDA. 

 Seek to work with Green Deal Providers to offer 

ECO funding on an area-based approach 

June 2013  In the winter of 2013/14 a direct targeted programme 

took place in wards in the north of the town. Over 300 

private residents registered to the scheme to take up 

external wall insulation. 
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We will signpost householders seeking to install 

energy efficiency measures to the Green Deal 

From 

January 

2012 

 Since the launch of Green Deal, CBC have actively 

promoted and signposted residents through face to face 

events, direct mail, Wrapped Up service, enews 

bulletins, web links, press releases and NHS forum’s. 

We will work with local social housing providers to 

ensure their tenants can also benefit from ECO 

and the Green Deal where appropriate 

On going  Corby Borough Council Social residents - 40 homes 

received external wall insulation through ECO funding in 

Spring 2014. 

 350 of Corby Borough Council Social residents received 

new ‘A’ rated boilers. 

 6 officers of Corby Borough Council completed their City 

and Guilds in Sustainable Energy Awareness level 2. 

  

 

Collective 

Switching 

We will investigate the possibility of establishing a 

NWH collective switching scheme to help residents 

to reduce their fuel bills 

April 2013  Launched Electric Corby Community Energy in June 

2013, hosted a number of events, such as Bill Busters 

day at the Civic Hub in November 2014, and ‘itch to 

switch’ survey over Summer 2014. Average switching 

rate is 27%, higher than the DECC national average of 

12%. 

 Corby’s Volunteer Centre with Electric Corby took part in 

the DECC funded ‘Big Energy Savers Network’ to 

engage with residents who do not normally have access 

to the internet to switch energy providers in 2013/14, 

and again with Flourish 2014/15. 
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Feed – in – tariffs 

and  Renewable 

Heat Incentive 

- We continue to promote the uptake of FITs 

through our NWH and council websites 

- We will promote the Renewable Heat Incentive 

when it is launched in the domestic sector 

On going 

 

Autumn 

2013 

 DECC recorded 579 households have taken up solar 

feed in tarrifs. 

 Electric Corby built 10 Zero Energy Bill Homes on Priors 

– completed Autumn 2014.  

 34 sheltered bungalow properties completed with solar 

PV, and 4 new builds Winter 2014/15. 

 4 new build bungalows fitted with storage and low 

voltage lighting, and 10 new builds with solar PV 

 Electric Corby CleanTech Programme ‘how to build a 

zero energy bill home’ event Summer 2014 and Energy 

Open day event Spring 2015. 

Climate Friendly 

Communities  

We will continue to encourage communities to 

work together to reduce their carbon footprint 

On going  In July 2013 CBC refreshed their Affordable Warmth 

Strategy.  

 The levels of fuel poor homes in the borough of Corby 

have fallen from 18.6% in 2009 to 9.6% in 2012 (data 

under the fuel poor definition ‘low income, high cost’ has 

a two year lag). This is below the regional average of 

13.2% households in the East Midlands, and below the 

England average of 10.4% households in 2012. 

 In June 2014 CBC endorsed a new Environmental 

Policy 

 Corby Borough Council became a Climate Local 

authority on in June 2014 and published a 5 year ‘Action 

on Climate Change’ in December 2014. 

 Since 2005, Corby carbon domestic emissions per 

capita has decreased 2.6 tCO2e to 2.1 tCO2e in 2012 

(below the national average of 2.2 tCO2e).  
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HECA 2015-2017 Action Plan  

The following Action plan takes in to account actions agreed by the Corby Borough Council’s One Corby Policy Committee which are 

aligned to actions in the Corby Affordable Warmth Strategy, the Corby Environmental Sustainability Strategy ‘Action on Climate Change’, 

and the Housing and Homeless Strategy. 

 

Commitment: To ensure that our community have warm and healthy homes and decrease the carbon emissions from the 

domestic sector 

Justification: Reduce fuel poverty, maximise household income and  help mitigate the extent of climate change from the housing sector 

 
Scheme Specific action(s)

 

 

Measure Timescale and who 

1. Reduce Carbon 

emissions from the 

domestic sector 

Improve the energy and thermal 

efficiency of properties, including 

usage of modern technologies, using 

ECO or relevant funding in the social 

and private housing sector 

- Improve SAP rating of Corby’s 

social housing 

- Number of homes with ECO 

measures 

- Number of ‘A’ rated boilers and 

saving controls in social 

housing 

Spring 2017 

Electric Corby CIC, CBC 

Neighbourhood Pride, and CBC 

Environmental Quality 
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2. Retrofit and new 

build 

Support the Electric Corby CIC ‘Zero 

Energy Bill’ and Smart Cities concept 

in new and existing homes promoting 

and increasing the awareness of RHI 

and FITs 

 

- Increase the number of homes 

with clean technology solutions   

Ongoing 

Electric Corby CIC, CBC 

Neighbourhood Pride, and CBC 

Environmental Quality 

 

3. Improve affordable 

warmth 

- Target the most vulnerable 

households in our community 

helping alleviate fuel poverty and 

build resilience in extreme 

weather events (hot and cold) 

- Develop low carbon zones 

targeting areas of deprivation in 

particular addressing hard to treat 

homes 

- Decrease the number of fuel 

poor households in the 

borough  

- Improve sub 35 SAP homes 

- Review Corby Borough Council 

Affordable Warmth Strategy  

- Ongoing 

CBC  

 

- Spring 2016 

CBC Environmental Quality with 

Corby Clinical Commissioning 

Group 

4. Work with partners Actively promote the take up of 

energy efficiency measures through 

ECO, Green Deal or relevant funding 

opportunities, to improve home 

insulation and heating systems in the 

private sector, in particular to ensure 

minimum standards in the private 

housing rented sector 

- Improve SAP rating of homes 

- Number of ECO measures 

- Number of Green Deal 

Assessments  

 

- Spring 2017 

 CBC Environmental Quality  

Northants Warm Homes 

Partnership 

Corby Clinical Commissioning 

Group 
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5. Increase awareness Enhance community awareness of 

Green Deal ECO, Smart Meters, 

Switching Energy, Community 

Energy, and energy related benefits 

 

- Number of events and social, 

written and radio media 

- Switching survey 

- On going 

CBC Environmental Quality, 

Neighbourhood Pride, Electric 

Corby CIC, Northants Warm 

Homes Partnership 


