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1. Purpose of this SEA Screening 
Opinion 

1.1 This Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Opinion has been prepared in 

relation to the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan by AECOM on behalf of Corby Borough Council.  

1.2 The purpose of this document is to set out a screening opinion in relation to whether a SEA 

process is required to accompany the development of the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan.  The 

Screening Opinion has been provided to the statutory consultation bodies for SEA (Historic 

England, the Environment Agency and Natural England) for their opinion.  

1.3 SEA is a systematic process undertaken to evaluate the likely significant environmental effects 

of plans.  The requirement for SEA in England was introduced in 2004 through the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 2004 (‘The SEA 

Regulations’), which transposed the European SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) into national law.  

1.4 One of the ‘Basic Conditions’ that a Neighbourhood Plan is tested against is whether the 

making of the Neighbourhood Plan is compatible with European Union obligations, including 

obligations under the SEA Directive.  Neighbourhood Plans only require SEA where they are 

likely to lead to significant environmental effects.  To decide whether a proposed 

Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects, it should be screened 

against the criteria set out in Annex 2 of the SEA Directive. 

1.5 Where it is determined that the Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have significant 

environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require SEA), a statement of reasons for this 

determination should be prepared and published for consultation with the statutory consultation 

bodies (Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England).  Where a 

Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the environment, an SEA process 

must be carried out.  

1.6 This Screening Opinion therefore provides a screening opinion as to whether the Gretton 

Neighbourhood Plan is likely to lead to significant environment effects, and as such requires an 

SEA process.  In this context it presents the following:  

• Details and context of the Neighbourhood Plan, including its scope and likely content, 

its relationship with the North Northants Joint Core Strategy (Part 1) and the key 

environmental constraints in the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Plan area (Chapter 2); 

• A discussion of the potential significant environmental effects of the Neighbourhood 

Plan and their significance (Chapter 3); and  

• A summary of the screening opinion (Chapter 4).  

1.7 A draft Screening Opinion was sent to the statutory environmental bodies for SEA on 10th 

October 2019 for review and comment.  The responses received are set out in Chapter 5. 
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2. Context for the Neighbourhood Plan 
2.1 Key information relating to the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan is presented in Table 2.1.  

Table 2.1: Key information relating to the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan 

Name of Qualifying 
Body 

Gretton Parish Council  

Title of the Plan Gretton Neighbourhood Plan 

Area covered by the 
Plan 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan covers the parish of Gretton in Corby Borough in 
Northamptonshire.  It is located approximately 7km north of the town of 
Corby.  The boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan area is presented in 
Figure 2.1 below.  

Timescale The Neighbourhood Plan covers the period to 2031 to align with that of the 
North Northants Joint Core Strategy. 

Purpose, aims and 
objectives 

 

The objectives set out by the Neighbourhood Plan are as follows: 

a) Social 

• To safeguard designated open space for the enjoyment of 
residents;    

• To protect existing community facilities; and    

• To deliver a mix of housing types, so that it can meet the needs of 
present and future generations. 

b) Environmental 

• To ensure that housing development is of the appropriate quantity 
and type in the appropriate location, so that it does not harm but 
instead positively reflects the existing and historic character of the 
area;    

• To protect important open spaces from development;    

• To ensure that the design of development enhances the Parish’s 
special character and identity;    

• To protect and, where possible, improve biodiversity and important 
habitats; and    

• To make provision for improved pedestrian and cycling facilities, 
as appropriate.    

c) Economic 

• To protect existing employment uses;    

• To ensure effective broadband coverage and speeds in new 
development;    

• To support appropriate small-scale farm diversification and 
business development; and    

• To encourage appropriate start-up businesses and home working.   

 

Contact 

 

Peter Williams 

Planning Officer 

Corby Borough Council 

peter.williams@corby.gov.uk 

  

 

mailto:peter.williams@corby.gov.uk
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   Figure 2.1: Gretton Neighbourhood Plan area (source Corby Borough Council)  
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2.2 Further context for the Neighbourhood Plan, including the key environmental constraints in the 

Neighbourhood Plan area, is presented in Table 2.2 below. 

Table 2.2: Further context relating to the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan 

Local Plan 
context for the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan  

The Part 2 Local Plan for Corby is currently being prepared to help guide future 
development and planning decisions in the area.  It will sit alongside the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.  Together these documents will both form the 
Local Plan for the borough.  The Joint Core Strategy being ‘part 1’ and the Corby Local 
Plan being ‘part 2’. 

The Part 2 Local Plan for Corby, which will be submitted at the end of 2019, provides 
locally specific policies and site allocations which complement the strategic context set 
out in the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031.   

What are the key 
components of 
the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan?  

The key objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are presented above in Table 2.1. 

In terms of key land use policies which should be considered for their potential for 
significant effects, the Neighbourhood Plan proposes one site allocation for up to 13 
homes at Corby Road, Gretton. 

 

Figure 2.2: Location of proposed residential site allocation at Corby Road 

In addition the Neighbourhood Plan designates Local Green Spaces on two areas of 
existing open space (at St James’ Churchyard and Paddock Park). 

 

Figure 2.3: Location of proposed Local Green Spaces  
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Are there any 
sensitive 
receptors within 
or in close 
proximity to the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan area? 

A key determinant of whether effects are likely to be significant is the sensitivity of the 
asset affected.  In this context, the more environmentally sensitive a location, the more 
likely it is that potential environmental effects from a plan will be significant.  

The NPPG provides guidance on this topic through providing a list of sites and areas 
which should be deemed as ‘sensitive areas’ for the purposes of environmental 
assessment.1 

These comprise:  

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI);  

• Natura 2000 sites;  

• National Parks;  

• Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty;  

• World Heritage Sites; and  

• Scheduled Monuments.2  

In relation to the above categories, there is one scheduled monument located on the 
eastern edge of the Neighbourhood Plan area: 

• Kirby Hall: an Elizabethan country house and gardens, including the remains of 
the medieval village of Kirby. 

The Neighbourhood Plan area is also not within SSSI Impact Risk Zones for the type of 
development likely to be taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan, including in 
relation to: the Eye Brook Reservoir, which is located 3.5km west of the parish; Seaton 
Meadows SSSI; which is located 2km north east of the parish; or Bulwick Meadows 
SSSI, which is located 4km east of the parish.  

In terms of other key environmental assets (i.e. those which are not defined as ‘sensitive 
areas’ by the NPPG) these include in the Neighbourhood Plan area: 

• Three Grade I listed structures, as follows: 
 

o Church of St James the Great 
o Kirby Hall “attached walls and archways” 
o Kirby Hall “that part in Bulwick Civil Parish” 

 

• 52 Grade II listed buildings (there are no Grade II* listed buildings located in the 
parish). 

• 265 listings on the Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record. 

• Gretton Conservation Area, covering the north western part of Gretton village. 

• Kirby Hall Registered Park and Garden (Grade II*). 

 

  

                                                                                                                     
1 i.e. those sites and areas that should be considered ‘sensitive’ for the purposes of screening projects for Environmental 
Impact Assessment. 
2 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/environmental-impact  assessment/screening-schedule-2-
projects/interpretation-of-project-categories/  
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3. Screening assessment 
3.1 Table 3.1 discusses the significance of the potential environmental effects of the Gretton 

Neighbourhood Plan, and their likely significance. 

Table 3.1: Potential environmental effects of the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan and their significance 

SEA Topic Discussion of potential effects and their significance Is there the 

potential for a 

significant effect 

(Yes/No)? 

Biodiversity, flora 
and fauna 

No biodiversity sites in the Neighbourhood Plan area are deemed 
as ‘sensitive areas’ as defined by the NPPG.  Furthermore, the 
Neighbourhood Plan area is also not within SSSI Impact Risk 
Zones for the type of development likely to be taken forward 
through the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Due to its location, the site put forward as a potential allocation 
through the Neighbourhood Plan does not have the potential to 
adversely affect the ecological value of the key biodiversity assets 
present in or outside the Neighbourhood Plan area.  This includes 

locally designated sites, BAP Priority Habitat or ancient woodland. 

In terms of potential mitigation measures, a key facet of the 
evolving plan is the enhancement of green infrastructure networks 
in the Neighbourhood Plan area and the protection of key 
landscape features of biodiversity importance, such as hedgerows 
and mature trees.  The emerging Neighbourhood Plan also seeks to 
enhance ecological networks across the parish and promote 
biodiversity net gain.  These provisions will help limit effects on 
biodiversity and support biodiversity improvements.  In light of this 
evidence, effects on biodiversity are unlikely to be significant. 

No 

Population and 
human health 

The Neighbourhood Plan sets out a range of policies which have an 
explicit focus on improving the quality of life of residents, including 
the provision of affordable housing, improving the public realm, for 
accessibility to services and facilities, and the provision of high 
quality open space.  Whilst the benefits which arise for residents 
from a well-designed Neighbourhood Plan have the potential to be 
wide-ranging, these are not deemed to be significant with regards to 
the SEA Directive and its requirements.  

No 

Soil Recent agricultural land classification has not been undertaken in 
the parish.  However according to Natural England’s provisional 
agricultural land quality dataset, which is based on a high level 
assessment undertaken prior to 1988, much of the parish is 
underlain by land classified as Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is 
uncertain whether this is land classified as the ‘best and most 
versatile’ (i.e. Grade 3a land) or land which is not classified as such 
(i.e. Grade 3b land).  However, given the small scale of land take 
required by the proposed Neighbourhood Plan allocation, the loss 
of any productive agricultural land is unlikely to be significant 
overall. 

As such, the effect on soil resources is deemed to be insignificant 
with regards to the SEA Directive and its requirements. 

No 

Water Development arising as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan may 
lead to a small increase in the population of the Neighbourhood 
Plan area and create an associated increase in water demand.  
However, in the context of water management within the East 
Midlands, and wider population pressures, the effect on water 

resources is deemed to be insignificant.  

No 
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SEA Topic Discussion of potential effects and their significance Is there the 

potential for a 

significant effect 

(Yes/No)? 

Air The Neighbourhood Plan area is not located in close proximity to Air 
Quality Management Areas.  Corby Borough currently does not 
have any AQMAs.  The recent (2019) Stage 1 & 2 Air Quality 
Review and Assessment concluded concentrations of any pollutants 
are unlikely to breach the air quality objectives present in the wider 
borough.  Any increases in congestion - or alternatively - 
improvements to traffic flows created by the Neighbourhood Plan, 
are unlikely to be significant.  Therefore with regard to the SEA 
Directive and its requirements the effect on air is deemed to be 
insignificant. 

No 

Climatic factors In terms of climate change mitigation, the allocation proposed 
through the Neighbourhood Plan will lead to inevitable increases in 
greenhouse gas emissions from an increase in the built footprint of 
the parish.  These are however insignificant given the limited scale 
of growth proposed.  In terms of emissions from transport, the 
objectives and policies of the plan actively seek to encourage 
sustainable modes of transport and reduce the need to travel.  This 
will help limit potential increases in greenhouse gas emissions from 

transport that may arise as a result of the plan.  

In terms of flood risk, the proposed location for development is not 
within areas at risk of fluvial, surface water or groundwater flooding.  
It is also considered that statutory requirements (including the 
requirements of the NPPF) will ensure that flood risk is addressed 
through new development proposals. 

Effects in relation to climate change mitigation and adaptation are 
therefore unlikely to be significant with regard to the SEA Directive 
and its requirements.  

No 

Material assets The Neighbourhood Plan may lead to small but very limited 
increases in the Neighbourhood Plan area’s waste management 
requirements.  Effects are likely to be further limited by statutory 
requirements regarding waste management. 

No mineral sites are likely to be affected as a result of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Effects are therefore unlikely to be significant in the context of the 
SEA Directive and its requirements.  

No 
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SEA Topic Discussion of potential effects and their significance Is there the 

potential for a 

significant effect 

(Yes/No)? 

Cultural heritage In terms of the development proposals taken forward through the 
Neighbourhood Plan, the following applies: 

Allocated site, Land Corby Road, Gretton (13 dwellings): The 
site is not located within the Gretton Conservation Area.  Whilst the 
site is located approximately 230m south of the conservation area, 
it is screened by existing development on Corby Road and Hunts 
Field Drive.  The topography of the area is also flat.  The site is also 
not within the setting of the scheduled monument, registered park 
or Grade I listed buildings in the parish. 

The Grade II listed “4 and 6, Corby Road” is located to the north of 
the site, and is partially within the setting of the site. 

  

Figure 3.1: Location of 4 and 6, Corby Road (source 
HistoricEngland.org.uk) 

Allocation of Local Green Space: The two Local Green Spaces 
allocated through the Neighbourhood Plan are within the Gretton 
Conservation Area.  They are also within the setting of a number of 
listed buildings. 

The allocation of these Local Green Spaces will help conserve and 
enhance the setting of the historic environment and contribute to 
the character of the village.  However, given the allocation of Local 
Green Spaces protects existing areas of open space, significant 
effects are not anticipated.  The key element of the Neighbourhood 
Plan which may have the potential for significant effects is therefore 
potential effects from the residential allocation on the Grade II listed 
“4 and 6, Corby Road”.   

In this respect, a Gretton Village Design Guide has been prepared 
alongside the Neighbourhood Plan, which presents a range of 
detailed provisions for conserving and enhancing the fabric and 
setting of the historic environment in the village.  This forms a 
cornerstone of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan design policy, 
which highlights that all development should adhere to provisions of 
the Design Guide. In addition the design policy of the 
Neighbourhood Plan states that, “New development should 
enhance and reinforce the local distinctiveness and character of the 
area in which it is situated, and proposals should clearly show how 
the general character, scale, mass, density and layout of the site, of 
the building or extension fits in with the aspect of the surrounding 
area”.  This is further supported by the other policies of the 
Neighbourhood Plan which seek to conserve and enhance key 
landscape and villagescape features, and support a high quality 
and distinctive public realm.  These provisions will help ensure that 
any undue harm to the integrity of features and areas of historic 
environment value is avoided through new development in the 
Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Given these provisions, negative effects are unlikely to be 
significant in the context of the SEA Directive.  

No 
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SEA Topic Discussion of potential effects and their significance Is there the 

potential for a 

significant effect 

(Yes/No)? 

Landscape  No nationally or locally designated areas of landscape value are 
present in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Although the allocation of total of 13 dwellings has some potential to 
have some effects on local villagescape character, these are likely 
to be limited by the location and scale of proposals.  In addition the 
policies of the Neighbourhood Plan have a close focus on 
protecting and enhancing landscape and villagescape character 
and the setting of the historic environment, and on implementing 
high quality design.   

Given the relatively small scale of allocated sites, and their location 
in areas of lower landscape sensitivity, effects are unlikely to be 

significant in the context of the SEA Directive and its requirements. 

No 
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4. Summary of screening opinion 

Strategic Environmental Assessment 

4.1 This screening determination has considered whether the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan is likely 

to lead to significant environmental effects in conjunction with Directive 2001/42/EC, the ‘SEA 

Directive’ and accompanying regulations.  

4.2 The determination has considered a number of potential environmental effects that may arise 

as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan, including as a result of site allocations.  Whilst some 

limited environmental effects have the potential to take place as a result of the Neighbourhood 

Plan, including in relation to the majority of the SEA ‘topics’, it is considered that these are 

unlikely to be significant in the context of the SEA Directive and its requirements. 

4.3 The SEA topic where effects have the most potential to be significant relates to the historic 

environment.   This is with regard to the presence of a rich historic environment resource in 

Gretton village, including as represented by the presence of the Gretton Conservation Area, 

and a large number of listed buildings.   However, due to the location and scale of the proposed 

allocation, and the close focus of the Neighbourhood Plan on conserving and enhancing the 

fabric and setting of the historic environment, the site taken forward as an allocation by the 

Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have significant effects on the fabric and/ or setting of key 

heritage assets in the parish.  

4.4 In terms of the other topics considered, no significant effects have been identified.  This is 

given:   

• the relative lack of sensitivity of the Neighbourhood Plan area in relation to key 

environmental considerations; and 

• the location of the site taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan process for 

allocation. 

4.5 In addition a key element of the Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives and emerging policies is to 

limit potential environmental effects, secure environmental enhancements and to bring benefits 

for the quality of life of the parish’s residents.  This will further limit the potential for significant 

environmental effects. 

4.6 For these reasons, it is considered that the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan is not subject to the 

requirements of Directive 2001/42/EC, the ‘SEA Directive’ and associated regulations.  As such, 

an SEA process meeting the requirements of the SEA Regulations is not deemed to be 

required to accompany the development of the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan.  The 

statutory consultees have all reviewed and agree with this conclusion, please refer to Chapter 

5. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

4.7 The nearest European designated site to the Neighbourhood Plan area is the Rutland Water 

Special Protection Area (SPA), which is located 11km to the north of the parish boundary.  No 

pathways are identified through which likely significant effects have the potential to take place 

as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan.  In addition, the active management of the site, 

including through Natural England’s Site Improvement Plan for the Rutland Water SPA limits 

the possibility of any direct or indirect effects from the Neighbourhood Plan.  Proposed 

development will also not take place within established SSSI Impact Risk Zones for the SSSI 

covering the SPA, which indirectly indicates that no effects are likely.   

4.8 For these reasons the Neighbourhood Plan has been screened out as not requiring an HRA 

process.  See Chapter 5 for Natural England’s response to the screening opinion. 

 



Gretton Neighbourhood Plan   
  

SEA Screening Opinion  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Corby Borough Council   
 

AECOM 
11 

 

5. Statutory environmental body 
responses 

5.1 A Draft Screening Opinion was sent to the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural 

England for review and comment on 10th October 2019.  The responses received are provided 

in Appendix A and a summary is also set out below. 

Environment Agency 

5.2 A response from the Environment Agency was received 03rd December 2019, which states:   

“Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee, we find 

that there are areas of fluvial flood risk and watercourses within the neighbourhood plan area. 

In particular, we note that the boundary does extend into areas of flood zones 2 and 3 of the 

River Welland.  

 

On the basis that future development is steered away from the sensitive aspects of the 

environment highlighted, we do not consider there to be potential significant environmental 

effects relating to these environmental constraints. Nevertheless we recommend the inclusion 

of relevant policies to cover the management of flood risk”. 

Historic England 

5.3 A response from Historic England was received on 21st November 2019, which states: 

“On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 

of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England is 

of the view that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not likely to be 

required”.   

Natural England 

5.4 A response from Natural England was received on 15th October 2019, which states: 

“It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our 

strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, 

landscapes and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to 

be significant environmental effects from the proposed plan.   

We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in 

our view the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive 

sites that Natural England has a statutory duty to protect.    

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected 

by the policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible 

authority should provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess 

whether protected species are likely to be affected. 

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data 

on all potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise 

environmental issues that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan 

species and/or habitats, local wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological 

and/or landscape advisers, local record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local 

landscape and biodiversity receptors that may be affected by this plan, before determining 

whether an SA/SEA is necessary.”  
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Appendix A Responses received from 
Statutory Consultees 
 

 



Environment Agency 

Nene House Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering, Northamptonshire, NN15 6JQ. 
Customer services line: 03708 506 506 
www.gov.uk/environment-agency 

Cont/d.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frances Woolston  
Gretton Parish Council 
7a Caistor Road 
Gretton 
NN17 3DL 

 
Our ref: AN/2013/118485/OT-
04/IS1-L01 
Your ref:  
 
Date:  12 November 2019 
 

Dear Frances 
 
Consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Gretton 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Gretton.  
 
We aim to reduce flood risk, while protecting and enhancing the water environment and 
are therefore pleased to see that the Draft Neighbourhood Plan steers development 
away from areas located in flood zone 2 and 3 and away from Main Rivers (River 
Welland, Gretton Brook and Eye Brook) located within the boundary of the 
Neighbourood Plan.  
 
We are pleased that the Draft Neighbourhood Plan identifies sites of local biodiversity 
significance and note that some of these are located adjacent to the River Welland. In 
our response to the designation area for the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan, we informed 
you that the Welland Valley Partnership, hosted by the Welland River Trust, have an 
Action Plan to improve the River Welland and its catchment for people and wildlife. In 
particular, they have an ambition to increase the number of bankside trees on the south 
bank of the River Welland within the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan area. The purpose is 
to improve the habitat for fish and keep the river water cooler in summer months as part 
of a set of actions to reduce impact of climate change. It would therefore advantageous 
for the Neighbourhood Plan to reflect these ambitions to further enhance local 
biodiversity.  
 
The Gretton Neighbourhood Plan also covers part of the flood plain. The Welland Valley 
Partnership would welcome an opportunity in this area to encourage the uptake of 
Countryside Stewardship measures, and particularly “slowing the flow” measures such 
as ponds and wetlands on tributary ditches, that would provide both water quality and 
habitat diversity improvements locally. Again, it would be advantageous for the 
Neighbourhood Plan to reflect these ambitions to further enhance local biodiversity. 
 
Should you require any additional information, or wish to discuss these matters further, 
please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below. 
  
Yours faithfully 
 
Jennifer Moffatt 

http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency


  

End 
 

2 

Sustainable Places Planning Adviser 
 
Direct dial 02030 253488 
Direct e-mail jennifer.moffatt@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Mr Alastair Peattie Direct Dial: 0121 625 6870   

AECOM     

Portwall Place Our ref: PL00641422   

Portwall Lane     

Bristol     

BS1 6NA 21 November 2019   

 

 

Dear Mr Peattie 

 

GRETTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - SEA SCREENING REQUEST 

 

Thank you for your consultation of 19 November 2019 and the request for a Screening Opinion in respect of the 

Gretton Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

For the purposes of consultations on SEA Screening Opinions, Historic England confines its advice to the 

question, “Is it likely to have a significant effect on the environment?” in respect of our area of concern, cultural 

heritage.  Our comments are based on the information supplied with the screening request.   

 

On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the 

Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England is of the view that the 

preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not likely to be required.   

 

The views of the other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the overall decision on 

the need for a SEA is made. If a decision is made to undertake a SEA, please note that Historic England has 

published guidance on Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Historic 

Environment that is relevant to both local and neighbourhood planning and available at:  

 

<https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-

assessment-advice-note-8/> 

 

Should it be concluded that, overall, a SEA will be required for the Plan, Historic England would be pleased to 

discuss the scope of the assessment in relation to the historic environment in due course. 

 

I hope that this information is of use to you at this time.  Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Clive Fletcher 

Principal Adviser, Historic Places 

clive.fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

 

 

 

 



From:                                         Peter Williams <Peter.Williams@corby.gov.uk>
Sent:                                           03 December 2019 09:50
To:                                               Peattie, Alastair
Cc:                                               Terry Begley
Subject:                                     FW: Gretton NP SEA Screening Opinion
Attachments:                          earesponse_AN.2013.118485_12.11.2019.pdf
 
Hi Alastair
 
Please see below and attached from the EA. They replied to the NP Forum direct. In terms of the Screening report they consider not likely to be any significant
effects.
 
Peter
 
Peter Williams
Planning Officer
Local Plans
 
Corby Borough Council | Deene House, New Post Office Square, Corby, Northants NN17 1GD
Tel: (01536) 464133 | Email:
peter.williams@corby.gov.uk  | www.corby.gov.uk |
Follow us on Twitter @Corby BC
 
 
From: LN Planning [mailto:LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk] 
Sent: 03 December 2019 09:46
To: Peter Williams <Peter.Williams@corby.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Gretton NP SEA Screening Opinion
 
Dear Peter
 
Thank you for your email.
 
Please accept our apologies for the delay in getting back to you. As you may be aware, we have been heavily involved with operational response taken in relation to the
flooding that has affected parts of the Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire area and have therefore been taken away from our day jobs.
 
We provided our response to the Consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Gretton on 12 November 2019 (attached) and provide the following response to the
Strategic Screening Opinion:
 
Thank you for consulting us on the Strategic Environmental Assessment screening report for the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan.
 
Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee, we find that there are areas of fluvial flood risk and watercourses within the
neighbourhood plan area. In particular, we note that the boundary does extend into areas of flood zones 2 and 3 of the River Welland.
 
On the basis that future development is steered away from the sensitive aspects of the environment highlighted, we do not consider there to be potential significant
environmental effects relating to these environmental constraints. Nevertheless we recommend the inclusion of relevant policies to cover the management of flood risk.
 
Should you require any additional information, or wish to discuss these matters further, please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below.
 
Jen Moffatt
Environment Agency | Sustainable Places | Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire Area
* Nene House, Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering, NN15 6JQ
( 02030 253536
( 53536 (internal)
8 jennifer.moffatt@environment-agency.gov.uk
: www.gov.uk/environment-agency
 
My working days are Tuesday to Thursday 8.30am to 5.00pm

 

From: Peter Williams [mailto:Peter.Williams@corby.gov.uk] 
Sent: 21 November 2019 12:20
To: LN Planning <LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk>; Nolan, Sharon <Sharon.Nolan@environment-agency.gov.uk>; Ginns, Kerrie
<kerrie.ginns@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Gretton NP SEA Screening Opinion
 
 

Dear all
 
Please see below and attached regarding the Gretton Neighbourhood Plan. We have received responses back from Historic England and Natural England both
confirming their view that an SEA is unlikely to be required/there are unlikely to be significant effects. However, we have not heard back from yourselves. If you
are able may you please confirm your position to enable us to complete the report and let the Neighbourhood Planning Group know the same?
 
Best regards
Peter
 
Peter Williams
Planning Officer
Local Plans
 
Corby Borough Council | Deene House, New Post Office Square, Corby, Northants NN17 1GD
Tel: (01536) 464133 | Email:

mailto:peter.williams@corby.gov.uk
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.corby.gov.uk_&d=DwMGaQ&c=TQzoP61-bYDBLzNd0XmHrw&r=-F1DazGct9RTWIX4c-OgpHXd-mEgd4VGCerUDR2-E7c&m=t9-0MkIghYx5gK3t2kacBLA2VFShYzvWlP6G-yaJeP8&s=qNSSEVphlvyEGfwzCKpEHMi2KRCVcrNb-jbdF7qqDSw&e=
mailto:LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.Williams@corby.gov.uk
mailto:john-edward.oneill@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.gov.uk_environment-2Dagency&d=DwMGaQ&c=TQzoP61-bYDBLzNd0XmHrw&r=-F1DazGct9RTWIX4c-OgpHXd-mEgd4VGCerUDR2-E7c&m=t9-0MkIghYx5gK3t2kacBLA2VFShYzvWlP6G-yaJeP8&s=wEElZn2bIZ7Rrls42O8PtpVTOAZ2AwEir5YLrW_qAU8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.gov.uk_environment-2Dagency&d=DwMGaQ&c=TQzoP61-bYDBLzNd0XmHrw&r=-F1DazGct9RTWIX4c-OgpHXd-mEgd4VGCerUDR2-E7c&m=t9-0MkIghYx5gK3t2kacBLA2VFShYzvWlP6G-yaJeP8&s=wEElZn2bIZ7Rrls42O8PtpVTOAZ2AwEir5YLrW_qAU8&e=
mailto:Peter.Williams@corby.gov.uk
mailto:LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Sharon.Nolan@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:kerrie.ginns@environment-agency.gov.uk


peter.williams@corby.gov.uk  | www.corby.gov.uk |
Follow us on Twitter @Corby BC
 
 
From: Peattie, Alastair [mailto:Alastair.Peattie@aecom.com] 
Sent: 10 October 2019 09:20
To: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
Subject: Gretton NP SEA Screening Opinion
 
Good morning,
 
Gretton Parish Council is currently preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan for Gretton Parish, in Corby Borough.
 
A screening opinion has been produced in line with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations).  On this basis, please
find the screening opinion attached for comment.  The consultation period will begin today (Thursday 10th Ocotber 2019) and ends Tuesday 07th November 2019. However, if
it is possible to provide comments earlier that would be much appreciated.
 
We look forward to the Environment Agency’s comments.
 
Kind regards,
 
Alastair

Alastair Peattie
Associate Director, Policy and Appraisal
Environment and Planning
M +44-07920072465
alastair.peattie@aecom.com

AECOM
Portwall Place
Portwall Lane
Bristol, BS1 6NA, United Kingdom
T +44-01179017000
aecom.com

Imagine it. Delivered.

LinkedIn  Twitter  Facebook  Instagram

 

Confidentiality Statement/Legal Disclaimer This e-mail, including any attachments, is intended for the exclusive use of the addressee. It may contain information which
is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail do not necessarily represent those of Corby Borough
Council and are not to be relied upon without subsequent written confirmation by an authorised representative. If you are not the addressee any disclosure,
reproduction, distribution, forwarding or other dissemination or use is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) Help Desk by telephone on +44 (0) 1536 464088 or e-mail admin@corby.gov.uk. Corby Borough Council, Deene House,
New Post Office Square, Corby, Northants, NN17 1GD. Telephone +44 (0) 1536 464000
This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received this message by
mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should
still check any attachment before opening it. We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of Information Act, Data
Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the
sender or recipient, for business purposes.
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