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Local Plan Committee 14th April 2010

 

Future Burial Provision in the Borough 
 

 
SYNOPSIS 

 
This report considers the current situation in regard to burial land capacity and seeks 

endorsement on the approach to secure additional provision 
 

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document that was subject to public 

consultation between September and October 2009 states that the Council will undertake 
further investigations to identify the location and requirements for burial provision. 

1.2 This report provides details of the investigative work carried out since the consultation 
document and considers an approach to meeting the future demand for burial land. 

2.0 Background 
2.1 For some time there has been concern about the lack of cemetery space in the Borough, and 

efforts have been made to identify a new site. 

2.2 A review of capacity across the Borough revealed that additional burial land will be required in 
the plan period. As a result the consultation document for the Site Specific Allocations DPD 
proposed that a cemetery is allocated at Haunt Hill, Weldon. 

2.3 The consultation document indicated that the proposals will require further assessment. 

3.0 Current Position 
3.1 Recent re-assessment of burial capacity within the Borough reveals that there are eleven 

cemeteries and churchyards. These are identified below together with the approximate 
number of spaces available and the estimated years of future provision. 

 
Location Spaces 

Available 
Estimate 
in Years 

Shire Lodge Cemetery, Corby 2620 16 
Rockingham Road Cemetery, Corby 0 0 
St. Mary’s Church Cemetery, Weldon 10 2 
St. Peters Churchyard, Stanion 20 10 
Church of St. Mary’s Magdalene, Cottingham 20 10 
St. Johns Churchyard, Old Village 0 0 
East Carlton Churchyard 40 35 
St. Leonard’s, Rockingham 40 15 
St. James Churchyard, Gretton 0 0 
Baptist Church, Gretton 50 35 
St. James Cemetery, Gretton 30 8 

 

231 2  



Open Decision Item 1 
 

 
 

3.2 The re-assessment of burial capacity confirms that burial provision in the east of the Borough 
is nearing capacity in the immediate future. There will be a requirement for additional 
provision to cope with the expanding population generated by the substantial residential 
development planned for the Borough over the coming decades. 

3.3 The re-assessment supports the requirements for additional provision at Haunt Hill, which 
was identified through consultations with the Churches and Parish Councils between 2004 
and 2009. However the Council is not the landowner and arrangements are not in place to 
secure ownership. Corus, the landowner did not submit a consultation response to the 
proposed allocation but in recent discussions has confirmed that a written objection will be 
submitted. 

3.4 The Government through Planning Policy Statement 12 expects the DPD to be founded on 
robust and credible evidence base. Paragraph 4.45 of PPS12 indicates that evidence should 
include the agreement of all parties (e.g. landowners) who are essential to the delivery of the 
plan. 

3.5 The precise cost of acquiring, servicing and establishing the cemetery is yet to be 
determined. This can only be determined once a site is acquired and detailed requirements 
are established. However preliminary investigations have revealed that the cost of providing a 
cemetery at Haunt Hill could be in excess of £200,000, excluding the considerable costs of 
purchasing the land and ground investigation. Limited funding is available to the Council to 
acquire, establish, landscape and service the new cemetery. Funding could be generated 
from developer contributions but there will remain a significant funding gap which will have to 
be met from capital programme or other sources of funding which are not yet identified. 

3.6 It is considered that concerns over availability and funding need to be resolved in order to 
retain the allocation in the next iteration of the DPD. Based on current evidence it is 
considered that retention of the proposed allocation might render the DPD unsound and lead 
to lengthy delays in the delivery of a robust planning framework for the area. It is therefore 
recommended that the proposed allocation is deleted. 

4.0 Future Provision 
4.1 Clearly there remains a need for additional burial provision, particularly in the east of the 

Borough. 

4.2 The Council has granted planning permission at Priors Hall and Weldon Park for significant 
mixed use developments, including housing, employment, community facilities and open 
space provision. Officers are currently engaged in discussion regarding the detailed matters 
of the Master Plans. 

4.3 An alternative approach to meeting the future requirements for additional burial capacity 
could be the provision of additional burial land within the sustainable urban extensions. 
Therefore it is recommended that options for securing new burial provision are explored as 
part of the master plan process for the sustainable urban extensions. 

5.0 Conclusions 
5.1 The allocation of a cemetery at Haunt Hill, Weldon is not currently supported by robust and 

credible evidence. The continued allocation could lead to the entire plan being rejected. 
Instead it is suggested that the Council will explore opportunities to secure additional land for 
burial purposes within the emerging and existing sustainable urban extensions.  

6.0 Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities, Financial, Performance Information, Best Value, Human Rights, 
Equalities and Community Safety & Sustainability 
None 
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Legal 
It is currently not a statutory obligation for the Council to provide burial facilities, although this 
situation is currently under review. 

7.0 Options to be Considered 
Do nothing. The consequences of this would be that burial land could be exhausted within the 
next few years and beyond this time period additional land would be required or a change in 
burial procedures. 

8.0 Recommendation 
It is recommended that the provision of additional burial capacity is pursued as part of the 
master plan process for the existing and proposed sustainable urban extensions. 

Consultees 
 

• Corporate Director (Operational Services); 
• Principal Planner Development Control Officer; 
• Head of Culture and Leisure; 
• Head of Environmental Quality; 
• Property Manager, Corus; and 
• Weldon Parish Council. 

 
Appendices 
None 

Background Papers 
PPS12 Local Spatial Planning 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/pps12lsp.pdf 

Site Specific Allocations DPD Proposed Alternatives, September 2009 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/EnvironmentAndPlanning/Planning/Documents/Site%20Specific%20
Allocations%20-%20Final%20version.pdf 

Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 
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