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Local Plan Committee Wednesday 18 February

 

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework 
Proposed Submission of;  

• Locations for Minerals Development: Development Plan Document 

• Locations for Waste Development: Development Plan Document 

 

 
SYNOPSIS 

To inform members of the Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework 
proposed submission documents and to recommend a response to the consultation 
exercise 

 
1. Relevant Background Details 

1.1 The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework, or MWDF, will 
be the land use planning strategy for minerals and waste related development in the 
county. It provides the basis for investment in new waste and minerals development in 
Northamptonshire and where in the county it should go to. 

1.2 The Northamptonshire MWDF comprises: 

• The Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD), which sets out the 
broad strategy for minerals and waste in the county and the amount of provision 
we will need to make for such development; 

• Locations for Waste Development DPD, which identifies specific sites and key 
locations for waste-related development; 

• Locations for Minerals Development DPD, which identifies specific sites for 
minerals related development; and 

• The Proposals Map, which identifies the sites and other key designations on a 
detailed map; 

• Control and Management of Development DPD which covers aspects of 
controlling and managing minerals and waste-related development, such as traffic, 
environmental impact, amenity impact and after use following temporary 
development; 

• The Development and Implementation Principles Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD), which provides guidance on waste minimisation and the 
provision of waste management facilities in new development, as well as the 
design and restoration of minerals and waste facilities. 

1.3 The County Council are currently consulting on the Proposed Submission (also known 
as the Regulation 27 stage) of the Locations for Minerals Development DPD, and the 
Locations for Waste Development DPD. There have been three previous consultations 
on the Locations for Waste and Minerals Development DPDs. Early in 2007 County 
Council consulted on Issues and Options (as part of a consultation on three of the 
MWDF documents). As a result of both responses received, and consideration of local 
circumstance, County Council then narrowed down the options and sites to identify the 
preferred options and sites that were considered to be the best way forward. In 
December 2007, Members of the Local Plan Committee endorsed the preferred 
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options proposals subject to the impacts of waste developments being fully recognised 
and mitigated.  

1.4 A supplementary consultation was undertaken in October 2008 for the Preferred 
Options document for the Locations for Waste Development DPD. Mark Chant (Head 
of Planning Policy at Northamptonshire County Council) attended the Local Plan 
Committee and presented the proposals to Members. It was agreed at this committee 
that a response be submitted highlighting inaccuracies in the industrial plans, and 
recommending that these be altered in preparation of the submission version of the 
plan.  

1.5 Representations at this stage of consultation will have to be made on the ‘soundness’ 
of the documents. There are a number of these ‘tests of soundness’ that have to be 
met and that representations should be based on and address. For the documents to 
be found ‘sound’ they should be justified, effective and consistent with national policy; 
they should also comply with the legislative requirements for development plans. 
Representations are only required to highlight issues related to the soundness of the 
plan, not to show support for the plans.  

1.6 The period on which to make representations on the documents runs until the 12th 
March 2009.  

2.0 Report 
 
Locations for Minerals Development DPD 

2.1 The Location for Minerals Development DPD will form the element of the MWDF that 
will select locations for minerals development in Northamptonshire. A number of sites 
have been identified through the MWDF Site Assessment Methodology for the most 
appropriate options for minerals-related development within the county. As with the 
previous consultations, none of the identified sites fall within the Corby Borough and 
there have been no additional sites put forward. Paragraph 3.12 confirms the intention 
to use 1.2 million tonnes of limestone from the Priors Hall site in connection with an 
adjacent urban extension. 

Locations for Waste Development DPD 

2.2 National guidance through PPS10 states that MWDFs should identify through 
allocations sites equating to a ten year supply of waste management facilities. 
Consequently the capacity gap for new facilities to meet, set out in Core Strategy 
Policy CS1, is being taken forward in two ways: 

2.3 Firstly, by the identification in this DPD of: 

• Specific sites for waste management facilities within the county; 

• Specific locations where waste management uses would be acceptable in 
principle. 

2.4 Within the ‘specific locations where waste management uses would be acceptable in 
principle’ section of the document, plans of industrial areas at Oakley Hay, Earlstrees, 
Weldon Road and the North Eastern are included. Within the Council’s response to the 
supplementary preferred options, revised plans of these industrial areas were sent to 
the County Council as within the document some boundaries included non industrial 
uses or did not cover the full extent of the industrial area. This issue is still apparent on 
the Oakley Hay and Weldon Road plans (see appendix 1). The Oakley Hay plan has 
discounted industrial land behind the Spread Eagle pub, and the Weldon Road plan 
has included a parcel of land that is identified for housing in the Local Plan and 
emerging Local Development Framework. Therefore it is recommended within the 
Council’s response that two revised plans are sent to the County Council and an 
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objection made against the test of soundness. To be justified the document needs to 
be based upon a robust and credible evidence base, be relevant to the place in 
question and up-to date. The two plans for Oakley Hay and Weldon Road are not 
based on the evidence that is available therefore not relevant to the place in question.  

2.5 Secondly, the Control and Management of Development DPD contains a small number 
of policies on which proposals for waste management that come forward on non-
allocated sites can be determined, as long as they are in line with the spatial strategy 
for waste management. It should also be noted that the policies in that DPD will also 
be used to judge the acceptability of individual proposals at the sites and locations 
identified in this DPD. 

2.6 It should be noted that the identification of specific sites and specific locations within 
the documents policies does not equate to the grant of planning permission for waste-
related development. Any site or location will still need to meet the requirements set 
out in the Core Strategy and the Control and Management of Development DPD. 

2.7 As recommended in the Preferred Options document, each identified site now has its 
indicative catchment area shown. These catchments are based on the roles of the 
facility - i.e. the geographical area within which waste for the facility should be sourced, 
and which is normally not expected to go beyond this area. 

• Neighbourhood - Facilities which specifically serve ‘neighbourhood 
development’ such as housing estates and industrial areas (and where 
appropriate adjacent housing estates and industrial areas). 

• Local/Sub-regional - Facilities receiving waste from a catchment of up to 30 
miles radius. 

• Regional - Facilities receiving waste from a catchment of up to 50 miles radius. 

• National - Facilities receiving waste from a catchment that extends beyond a 
100 miles radius (but not including London). 

2.8 Appendix 2 contains the location plans for the Corby South East and Corby Central 
East integrated facilities that have been allocated a ‘regional’ role and catchment area 
of up to a 50 mile radius.  

2.9 Northamptonshire County Council have been contacted and further information on 
each site will be circulated in the form of a briefing note prior to the committee 

3.0 Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities  

The County Council is the minerals and waste planning authority for 
Northamptonshire. In addition to having responsibility for determining planning 
applications for mineral and waste development, it is responsible for producing the 
MWDF for Northamptonshire. The MWDF, will eventually replace the existing Minerals 
and Waste Local Plans and will form part of the statutory development plan alongside 
the Local Development Framework and Regional Spatial Strategy. 
Financial 
None 
Legal 
Planning and Compulsory Act 2004 
Performance Information 
None 
Best Value 
None 
Human Rights, Equalities 
There are no human rights/equalities implications 
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Sustainability 
The Plan will promote sustainable development and all components of the MWDF are 
subject to a Sustainability Appraisal including a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
Community Safety 
None 

4.0 Recommendation 
 Two revised plans of the Oakley Hay and Weldon Road industrial areas are sent to the 

County Council and an objection made against the ‘justified’ test of soundness.  

Background Papers 
Locations for Minerals Development: Development Plan Document Proposed 
Submission 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/Environment/Planning/policy/Minerals/locmin.htm 

Locations for Waste Development: Development Plan Document Proposed 
Submission 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/Environment/Planning/policy/Minerals/locwaste.ht
m 
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework - Issues and Options 
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/Environment/Planning/policy/Minerals/locwaste.
htm 

Appendices 

Appendix 1: Amended Industrial site plans 
Appendix 2: Proposed locations for Regional Facilities within the Corby Borough 

Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements 
lisa.clements@corby.gov.uk 
01536 464205 

 


