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Open Decision Item  
 
 
Full Council              8th May  2014 

 

Electric Vehicle Charging Bays at the Parkland Gateway Car Park 
 

SYNOPSIS 
The report seeks Full Council endorsement of OCPC approval (on the 29th April 2014) to 
revoke the existing Corby Borough Council (Parkland Gateway Car Park) (Off-Street Pay and 
Display Parking Places) Order 2011 (as amended) and create a new order to enable 5 
existing parking bays located next to electric vehicle charging posts at the car-park entrance, 
to be allocated for electric ‘plug in’ vehicles only. 
 
1. Background Details 
Corby is the leading Borough outside of London for Electric Vehicle infrastructure, with 21 
charging locations across the Borough. One of these locations is within the Parkland 
Gateway Car Park which has 5 charging bays for electric ‘plug-in’ vehicles provided from 3 
charging posts. 

In 2011 the Borough Council adopted the Corby Borough Council (Parkland Gateway Car 
Park) (Off-Street Pay and Display Parking Places) Order 2011 (as amended). Unfortunately 
there is no mechanism in place for plugged in vehicles to exclusively use these bays under 
the current parking order, as other non-electric/plugged in vehicles are permitted to park in 
these bays which has led to some negative feedback from users who want to access the 
current charging infrastructure. 

In March 2012 the Department for Communities and Local Government issued the National 
Planning Policy Framework which amongst other things stated if setting local parking 
standards for residential and non-residential development, local planning authorities should 
take into account: an overall need to reduce the use of high-emission vehicles. 

2. Report  
To enable electric/plugged-in vehicles to exclusively park in the 5 charging bays requires the 
revocation of the existing order and the creation of a new order on similar terms with the 
addition of parking bays for electric vehicles. While there is a power to vary or modify an 
order within the Road Traffic Regulation Act (RTRA), such power is restricted (as is relevant 
to the current circumstances) to changes to the charging regime only and will not allow the 
creation of the electric vehicle parking bays. Consequently the existing order must be 
revoked and a new order made. 

 
The proposed scheme includes the designation of 5 parking bays within the Parkland 
Gateway Car Park Corby for parking electric vehicles, it does not create additional parking 
bays but alters the designation of 5 of the existing parking bays exclusively for use by electric 
vehicles.  The changes are intended to provide for a higher turnover of spaces to support 
electric vehicles and improve air quality for residents and businesses within the area. The 
remaining short-stay parking controls to accommodate visitors and shoppers will remain 
unchanged. 
 
In developing this proposal, the Borough Council has sought to meet its legal responsibilities 
to amend the order under section 1 of the RTRA to provide suitable and adequate parking 
facilities on the highway, having given due consideration to the preservation and 
improvement of the amenities of the area by improving the quality for visitors and users of 
the car park, and national planning policy and climate change objectives.  
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Timetable 
- Full Council to ratify OCPC decision from the 29th April and approve Order 

consultation (8th May 2014) 
- 6 week consultation in the Central Ward  
- End of consultation – decision by delegated authority to the Chief Executive in 

consultation with the Lead Member for Environment (19th June 2014) 
- Post 6 week notification in local printed media (26th July 2014) 
- Order stands, appropriate signage and lines painted (7th August) 

3. Options to be considered  
1. To do nothing. 

 
2. Ratify OCPC decision to endorse the proposed Order and allow plugged in 

vehicles only to park the 5 designated bays. 

Officers recommend that the Council approve option 2 in line with other local authorities 
who have also implemented public electrical vehicle charging infrastructure.  

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
This proposal fulfils parts of the requirements and objectives under the Corporate Service 
Plan 2013/14 under theme 2 - Climate Change and Environment, for the Council to 
provide leadership and act as an exemplar in tackling climate change and enhancing 
Corby’s Environment. The plan states under priority 2.3.4 ‘Support Electric Corby 
including low carbon housing and transport, smart grid, by installation of electric vehicle 
charging posts to allow for Corby’s transportation infrastructure for the next generation of 
vehicles.’ 

Financial 
Currently leading authorities providing on/off street parking for electric vehicles such as 
Birmingham City Council, Milton Keynes and Transport for London, allow electric vehicle 
charging bays only. The loss of revenue from parking charges for the 5 bays has been 
estimated as negligible and at its worst has been estimated at a 3% loss of total revenue 
should the charging bays not be used and remain empty. 

Risks 
Not having designated bays in place can mean that plugged in vehicles do not have the 
opportunity to use the charging bays which in turn contributes to mileage anxiety for 
electric vehicle users who visit the town. The Council would be providing clear leadership 
in supporting the use of electric vehicle charging infrastructure and the use of ultra low 
carbon vehicles in this highly visible and accessible public location by having an order in 
place allowing exclusivity of use for electric/plugged in vehicles. 

Legal 
The Council has a legal obligation to consider the effects of the Northamptonshire 
Transportation Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework and to make decisions 
in accordance with the Corporate Plan. Any change to the existing Order must be in 
accordance with the RTRA provisions set out in paragraph 1 and 3 of The Report. 

Performance Information, Best Value, Community Safety, Human Rights, Equality 
An equalities impact assessment has been completed with respect to the 5 parking bays. 
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Sustainability 
The Council has made a commitment to mitigating and adapting to climate change 
through its role as a community leader, service provider and estate manager. The 
exclusive use of these designated charging bays by users of ultra low carbon emitting 
vehicles to park in to charge up their vehicles with further this commitment. 

5. Conclusion 
The Council in partnership with Electric Corby (CIC) have led the way in delivering public 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure in the town. Allowing these bays to be used 
exclusively for electric/plugged in vehicles will allow users of electric vehicles to access 
charging infrastructure, and move at ease in and around the town.  

 

6. Recommendations 
The Committee is requested to:- 

 
i) Ratify the One Corby Policy Committee approval to revoke the current order and agree to 

its replacement with a new order which allows the designation of 5 existing parking bays 
located next to electric vehicle charging posts at the car-park entrance, to be allocated for 
electric ‘plug in’ vehicles only, and 

ii) to agree that following a formal consultation of the new Order, that the decision is made 
by delegated authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Lead Member for 
Environment. 

 

Background Papers 

None 
 
External Consultations 

Cenex - Centre of Excellence for Low Carbon and Fuel Cell technologies 
Electric Corby 
 
List of Appendices 

None 

Wards  

Central Ward  

Officer to Contact 

Sara Earl, Sustainability Officer, Ext. 4682 


