
 

 

 

Introduction 

The Gretton Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Submission document is now subject to public 

consultation.  Under the Duty to Cooperate protocol East Northamptonshire Council (ENC), as a 

neighbouring Authority, has been consulted on this submission version of the Plan. 

The Parish of Gretton sits to the northeast of Corby and its East Northamptonshire neighbours are 

Harringworth and Laxton to the north and Fineshade and Deene to the east (within the two sides of 

the triangle formed by the A43 and the A47 trunk roads). The Historic Kirby Hall sits on the boundary 

between Corby District and East Northamptonshire(ENC) to the southeast of the Parish. Important 

views from the village, identified in the plan include the Harringworth Viaduct. 

Significance of the Neighbourhood Plan from the East Northamptonshire perspective 

1. Heritage: Kirby village was deserted in the 14th century and any remaining open field 

systems were obliterated by construction of the Kirby Hall and estate c. 1570.  The Hall is 

now in the ownership of Historic England and sits on the boundary with the District of East 

Northamptonshire. The extent of ridge and furrow in the Gretton NP Area, to include Kirby, 

has also been influenced by medieval land use and by 19th-20th-century quarrying for 

limestone and ironstone (east of the village). 

However policy: ENV 5: RIDGE AND FURROW addresses these areas (to include Kirby and 

Kirby Hall on the boundary with ENC) and it is stated that the areas of ridge and furrow 

earthworks are non-designated local heritage assets. This policy sets out the proviso that: 

“Any loss or damage arising from a development proposal (or a change of land use requiring 

planning permission) is to be avoided; the local benefits of such development must be 

balanced against the significance of the ridge and furrow features as heritage assets.” 

2. Working from Home: Whilst no reference to the Covid-19 National Pandemic has been 

made, a section of the NP: Home Working acknowledges the increasing trend for residents 

to work from home, for part of the working week or as a full time homeworker. It is stated 

that with improving internet connectivity locally and changing employment patterns 

nationally, this trend is likely to continue. 

In rural areas such as the Gretton Parish, with limited local employment opportunities, one 

benefit of supporting home working is that it helps to promote local employment activities 

whilst reducing the dependency of the car for long journeys to employment sites - outside 

the Parish. This trend could reduce the flow of traffic through adjacent areas of East 

Northants to connect to National road networks. 

 



 

The NP recognises that people may not have a suitable space within their home from which  

 

 

to run a business, or they may wish to separate their work and living spaces leading to 

proposals for the construction of extensions, the conversion of outbuildings, and the 

development of new freestanding buildings in gardens from which businesses can operate.  

It is stated that these will be supported to maximise the opportunities for entrepreneurial 

activity and employment in Gretton Parish.  POLICY BE3: HOME WORKING supports 

proposals for the use of part of a dwelling for office and/or light industrial uses; for small-

scale free-standing buildings within its curtilage and extensions to the dwelling/ conversion 

of outbuildings for those uses, subject to meeting all other material planning considerations. 

3. Farming And Diversification: It is stated that farming plays an important part in the Parish, 

although it does not employ a significant number of people. Gretton is surrounded by land 

used for arable or mixed farming. The farming community is made up of small family 

farmers, tenant farmers and estate farms. The NP acknowledges that farming has changed 

over the years - driven by economics, advances in knowledge and climate change and is 

expected to continue to continue to evolve in the future, with new crops, methods and 

processes.  

Farm diversification can provide opportunities for the establishment and development of 

small businesses that generate income and employment opportunities for local people. 

Policy BE4: FARM DIVERSIFICATION supports farm diversification, the sustainable growth 

and expansion of businesses and the conversion of existing agricultural and commercial 

buildings subject to proposals meeting all other material planning considerations. 

4. Tourism: is important to the Parish of Gretton and it is stated that walkers, horse riders, 

cyclists and other visitors are attracted to the rural Parish. The NP expresses a readiness to 

extend a welcome to visitors - whilst ensuring that their visit does not have a negative 

impact on parishioners – (for example in the context of increased traffic). POLICY BE5: 

TOURISM pledges that support will be given to facilities to enhance tourism within or 

adjoining Gretton village, on a scale appropriate to the settlement. This should  not have a 

detrimental effect on the distinctive rural character of the Parish or not adversely affect the 

surrounding infrastructure, particularly local road networks; benefit the local community; be 

proportionate to the size of settlement in which it is located and (where feasible), involve 

the re-use of existing buildings or is part of farm diversification. 

This policy could be of benefit to a wider area as it could encourage visitors to the region 

who could also visit the Harringworth Viaduct, Fineshade and other historic settlements,  

such as Laxton and the northern part of the East Northants district. 

Conclusion 



The policies within the Neighbourhood Plan which are concerned with protecting local heritage, 

supporting farm diversification, encouraging tourism (visitors) and accommodating home working 

are in accordance with similar aspirations and policies contained in East Northamptonshire’s  

 

 

emerging Local Plan Part 2, and are supported. 

No aspect of the Plan has been identified as a subject of concern,  or represents   a negative impact 

on ENC or the surrounding North Northamptonshire region. ENC therefore offers its support for the 

draft NP. 


