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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 20th August 2008
 

East Midlands Regional Plan – Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes 
 

SYNOPSIS 
This report advises the Committee of the publication of the proposed changes to the East 
Midlands Regional Plan and considers those changes. 

 
1. Background 

1.1 This Committee considered the draft Regional Plan in December 2006, when Members 
agreed the response set out in Appendix 1. Following an Examination In Public by an 
independent panel between 22nd May and 19th July 2007, a Panel Report was produced 
which set out a number of changes to the Regional Plan. These have now been 
considered by the Government Office for the East Midlands on behalf of the Secretary of 
State, who formally published for consultation ‘Proposed Changes’ to the Regional 
Spatial Strategy. 

1.2 Copies of the ‘Propose Changes’ draft Regional Spatial Strategy along with a schedule 
of the proposed changes with reasons, are available in the Members room. The 
consultation period runs until 17th October 2008. The document is available to view 
online http://www.gos.gov.uk/goem 

2. Report 
2.1 The Regional Plan forms part of the Development Plan for Corby, and both the Councils 

Local Development Framework and planning decisions need to be in general conformity 
with it. The Regional Plan is now at an advanced stage and should be given substantial 
weight in the decision making process. 

2.2 The document covers the scale and distribution of new housing, priorities for the 
environment, transport, infrastructure, economic development, agriculture, mineral 
extraction, waste treatment and disposal.  

2.3 The Regional Plan is a substantial document covering over 200 pages. It is not 
appropriate to report all of the detail contained within in, but rather to focus on the key 
changes to the Regional Plan since the last consultation on the draft Regional Plan that 
directly relate to the Borough. 

3. Proposed Changes 
3.1 The Government has accepted many of the Independent Panel’s recommendations and 

largely addressed the points raised by this Council in response to the draft Regional 
Plan. In respect of Corby the key aspects of the revised draft Regional Plan include: 

• No change to growth area plans in Northamptonshire, which were set out in the 
Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy in 2005, though the plan 
period for the area is extended to 2026; 

• A new policy relating to affordable housing rural areas has been added; 

• Targets for affordable housing have been included and detailed pitch requirements 
for Gypsies and Travellers; and 

• A new policy on strategic distribution has been included 
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4. Discussion 
4.1 The Secretary of State has accepted the Panel recommendation that the Milton Keynes 

and South Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy is relatively up to date and no changes 
are required to the growth plans for North Northamptonshire. The housing provision 
figures are rolled forward up to 2026 to be distributed through the Core Spatial Strategy. 
There is no objection in principle to the proposed levels of housing provision since it 
reflects current growth plans and provides flexibility to accommodate the development 
through the review of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy that is currently 
underway. 

4.2 Policy 14 states that affordable housing targets should be based upon the most up to 
date Strategic Housing Market Assessment. The Secretary of State has accepted the 
Panel recommendation that percentages are replaced by numbers. For North 
Northamptonshire an indicative target of 17,200 affordable dwellings by 2026 is included 
for monitoring purposes. Based upon the findings of the North Northamptonshire 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment, the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial 
Strategy adopted a target that 30% of residential development will be affordable 
housing. Corby Borough Council has delivered significant levels of development to 
stimulate regeneration. As such, the remaining supply of land where the targets can be 
applied is limited. Taking completions and planning consents out of the calculation, it is 
not envisaged that affordable housing provision will exceed 1800 dwellings in Corby. 
Therefore, it is considered that the indicative monitoring target is unnecessary and 
unrealistic. 

4.3 The Secretary of State has added a new policy and supporting text on rural affordable 
housing as part of the Proposed Changes. The implications will need to be assimilated 
within the emerging Site Specific DPD. 

4.4 Detailed pitch requirements for Gypsies and Travellers are set out in Appendix 2. The 
Proposed Changes indicate that Corby must provide 3 additional pitches together with 3 
transit plots. This requirement is consistent with the findings of the recently completed 
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment for North Northamptonshire and is 
supported to be progressed through the Site Specific DPD. 

4.5 Policy 21 promotes strategic distribution in North Northamptonshire and provides 
guidance on the location of strategic distribution and setting out the criteria for sites that 
should be given priority, which includes inter alia good rail access, at least 50 hectares 
of developable land, good access to the highway network, suitable configuration which 
enables inter-modal terminal facilities and good access to labour.  There are a limited 
number of sites within North Northamptonshire that satisfy the criteria within the policy 
and therefore it is expected that the land around the existing Eurohub and Stanion 
Plantation will be subject to additional development pressure in the long term.  

5. Options to be Considered 
5.1 Failure to respond restricts the Council’s ability to influence Government proposals, 

which would be to the detriment to the proper planning of the area. 

6. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The Council is working towards the adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local 
Development Framework of which the Corby Local Development Documents form a major 
part. The framework has to be in conformity with the Regional Plan. 

Financial 
None directly related to this report 
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Legal 
It is a requirement that the Local Development Framework is in conformity with the Regional 
Plan. These documents form the Statutory Development Plan for the Borough. 

Performance Information 
The Regional Plan sets standards that will be used in the Boroughs National Indicators e.g. 
supply of ready to develop sites. 

Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
These are basic requirements in a sustainable community. The Local Development 
Framework and Regional Plan see these as essential elements of any strategy. 

7. Recommendation 
7.1 That the discussion above and recorded comments form the basis of the Council’s 

response to the East Midlands Regional Plan – Secretary of States Proposed Changes 
published for consultation.  

Background Papers 
None 

List of Appendices 
Appendix 1 – Response to draft Regional Plan 

Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 

 

 

 

 


