
Appendix 1 

The Regional Plan is the top tier in the Local Planning process and as such the Local Development 
Framework and Local Development Documents for Corby must be in conformity. 

There are however matters raised by the Regional Plan which have implications for Corby.  Whilst 
most are laudable they do present resource/finance implications.   

In general terms the following responses are proposed. 

a) It is essential that the RSS8 gives full consideration to the MKSM Sub-Regional Strategy in the 
southern sub-area. 

b) Amend the key diagram to acknowledge the MKSM Sub-Regional Strategy and its boundary. 

c) Need to acknowledge the speed of growth in Corby and enable its support of the growth 
agenda. 

d) In addition to the promotion of sustainability, quality targets for housing should also be 
developed including size and type across all tenures. 

e) The Plan should develop the positive relationship between growth especially house building as 
an economic activity that could support training and improved employment opportunities. 

In addition the following policies are commented on specifically. 

Policy 2 Support principle but acknowledges that part of the urban extension to the west of 
Corby will not be generally on previously developed land. 

Policy 3 Promoting Better Design, much support but “very good” standard may place a burden 
on development that means growth figures may not be achieved. 

Policy 15 Affordable Housing – the suggested target is above the Housing Strategy target of 20% 
- too prescriptive. This Policy should be amended to reflect locally based targets 
identified from the forthcoming HMA. 

Policy 16 Gypsies-Travellers – very prescriptive – Local Authorities should have more discretion. 

Policy 17 Efficient use of land – see policy 2 – given urban extensions it may be difficult to 
achieve the prescribed 60% on previously developed land. 

Policy 18 Release of land for Housing – lays responsibility with joint core strategy. 

Policy 19 Highlighting need to regenerate Corby is welcomed. 

Policy 27 Environmental Capacity Analysis and plans based on Character assessments. These 
will require special expertise, resources and financial commitment 

Policy 30 Landscape Assessment – requires specialist expertise – see Policy 27 above. 

Policy 38 & 39 Relating to energy efficiency and low carbon generation.  Support in principle but 
acknowledge they will require in house expertise. 

Policy 46 Car Parking Standards – These apply maximum standards to the Growth Towns, in line 
with national guidance but this may have a negative effect on Town Centre 
redevelopment and other development schemes. 

Policies 47, 48,  Improving Public Transport in Growth towns – General support but 49, 50
 must include a reference to the need for a passenger Rail Station  at Corby. 

Policies 51 & 52 Highway improvements – despite focus on behavioural change some 
improvements are necessary – Appendix 6 (page 102) makes no mention of the 
Corby Northern Link Road – this needs adding in (already has funding 
approval). 

Policy 55 Local Authorities to produce “delivery plans”.  This is a new concept that will have 
additional resource implications, but it will allow local authorities to deliver a sustainable 
relationship between infrastructure and development. 


