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Stanion Parish Council 
 

M  I  N  U  T  E  S 
 
 
Meeting Number: 2019 - 02 
Date of Meeting: 11 March 2019 
Location: Stanion Village Hall 
Purpose of Meeting: Meeting of the full Council 
Date and location of next meeting: 13 May 2019 Stanion Village Hall – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
Present:  
 
Attendees:  

Cllrs. H Heelan (Chairman); K Neville; M Skeete; J Riley; W Colquhoun 
 
Cllr. S. Naden-Horley and 2 members of the public  

  
Email copies to: 
 

All Parish Councillors, Locum RFO, new RFO, 
NCC Councillor, CBC Ward Councillors, CBC (for publication on their 
website) 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
 
Item No. Subject 

Discussion/Decision 
Action On 

Public Participation 
 

No representations were made  

02-19:01 The Attendance Register was signed by all councillors’ present. An apology for absence was 
received from Joe Devlin 

 

02-19:02 Cllr Heelan declared a personal interest in item 4 on the Agenda and left the meeting room 
during discussion and voting on that item of business 

 

02-19:03 The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 January 2019 were signed as a true record of the 
meeting 

 

02-19:04 The Council considered the offer of support from a parishioner to undertake the role of Clerk 
(unpaid) and appointed Mr W Heelan to the role. Mr Heelan assumed responsibility with 
immediate effect. The Council wishes to thank Cllr Neville for her support as the Acting Clerk 
over the past 8 months 

 

02-19:05 The report presented by Cllr Riley, updated the council on the continuing work and discussions 
relating to preparation for the move to Unitary Authority. Cllr Colquhoun updated the council on 
the CBC finance position and the improvement works planned for Corby, and Cllr Naden-Horley 
reported on the formation of a North Northants Joint Committee (that will be effective from the 
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time that the Secretary of State takes the decision to proceed with the proposal for a Unitary 
Authority); Cabinet’s concerns regarding the cost of delivering the unitary programme and the 
potential for serious implications on the deliverability of the 2019/2020 Budget and further 
scrutiny of those costs, and advised of a substantial reduction in the NCC budget deficit to 
approximately £800K 

02-19:06 (a) The Report and Accounts for the period January 2019 – 28 February 2019 were accepted 
as accurate and duly signed 
(b) The payments list presented (for payments made between 10 Jan 2019 and 11 March 2019) 
was accepted as accurate and duly signed 
(c)The signatories for the Nat West Community Bank Account were confirmed as Cllr K 
Neville, Cllr M Skeete and RFO Mrs N Phillips 
(d) The signatories for the NS&I Investment Account were confirmed as Cllr K Neville and RFO 
Mrs N Phillips and the NS&I signatories form duly signed 

 

02-19:07 The Council received and resolved to accept the Contract of Employment and Formal Offer 
Letter for the new permanent RFO. The council were advised that the new RFO would 
undertake a handover/takeover with the locum RFO during March and would assume full 
responsibility in the role on 1 April 2019, and that the contract with LGRC for the provision of 
locum support would expire at the end of April 2019 

 

02-19:08 The Chairman presented the risk register Findings Report and proposed a new simplified risk 
register for council’s consideration. The Council considered the report; the proposal was 
seconded and voted on, and the council resolved to accept the recommendations of the report 
and to adopt the new Risk Register with immediate effect   

 
 
 

02-19:09 The Chairman proposed that selected items of Pocket Park equipment be disposed of as they 
were no longer required to be used. The working condition of items could not be confirmed, and 
it was noted that none have a verifiable maintenance record. The Parish Council is unable to 
sell the items without risk to the council. The proposal was seconded, and the council resolved 
to dispose of the items and to record the disposal action on the Fixed Asset Register to 
maintain a full audit trail 

 

02-19:10 The Chairman proposed that in light of the agreement to use the new simplified method of risk 
reporting, that the use of the LCRS software application be discontinued. The proposal was 
seconded, and the council resolved to discontinue the use of the LCRS application. 
The Chairman provided the council with an overview of the costs and benefits relating to the 
use of the financial management software application, as opposed to MS Excel, and proposed, 
on the basis of requirement v cost, that the use of the Rialtas software be discontinued and that 
MS Excel be used in the future. The proposal was seconded, and the council resolved not to 
renew the annual Rialtas software license, and to use MS Excel for financial expenditure 
recording, tracking and reporting with effect the new FY. It is noted that this change of practice 
will save the Parish £142.80 per annum 
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02-19:11 The Chairman provided the council with an overview of the Community Payback Scheme and 
asked the council whether they wished to consider the use of those resources to undertake self-
help projects across the Village. The council agreed that an investigation into the possible use 
of the service should proceed and resolved to further investigate this possibility. It was agreed 
that the Chairman would contact a representative from the BeNCH to request a site meeting to 
discuss possible projects  

Action on: The Chairman to 
contact a representative from 
BeNCH to arrange a meeting 

02-19:12 The Chairman presented the following policies for adoption: Absence Policy; Health & Safety 
Policy; IT, Email & Social Media Policy; Communication, Engagement & Consultation Policy; 
Expenses Policy; Equal Opportunities Policy; Asset Management Policy; Volunteer Policy; 
Training Policy & Plan and s137 Grants Policy. The proposal for adoption was seconded and 
the council resolved to adopt the policies with immediate effect 

 

02-19:13 The Chairman advised that a meeting with representatives from LGSS had been scheduled to 
take place on 28th March. A report will follow from that meeting. 
That a request had been submitted to NS&I for information and statements to verify account 
information and the balance in that account, and that a response would be forthcoming 
following submission of the signatories’ form, which authorised the release of that information. 
That work on the NP funding application was on hold until such time that the Parish Council had 
the required resource levels to manage the volume of work that the NP would entail; that the 
new website was expected to launch in March; that she had registered the Parish Council’s 
interest in the Great British Spring Clean Up with Keep Britain Tidy and that the Village litter 
picking dates are: 1 April, 8 April and 15 April, and that arrangements had been made for the 
litter picking teams to be provided with litter pickers and bags and the bags to be collected. 
Posters had been requested and advertising for the event and dates will shortly be publicised 
  
The Chairman reported on a meeting with a representative from Street Scene and that a 
programme of road sweeping and sign washing had been agreed and the replacement of worn 
out multi-purpose bins and the addition of new bins agreed. Road sweeping and sign cleaning 
is planned to start during the last week in March and the first week in April and replacement 
bins are expected in early April 

 

02-19:14 Cllr Skeete reported that a public meeting to discuss the expansion of the Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme across the Village would be scheduled to take place on a date in early May. The 
meeting will be held in the Village Hall and advertising would take place once the date and 
location are confirmed 
 
Cllr Skeete reported that following strong support from parents of children who attend Stanion 
Primary School, a new funding application for a Summer Sports Programme had been 
submitted to the Lottery Fund. A decision on the application was expected from the Lottery 
Fund in the coming weeks  

Action On: Cllr Skeete to 
arrange the venue, confirm the 
date of the meeting and 
discuss all requirements with a 
representative from the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 
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Cllr Neville reported that she is waiting for further information from NCC Highways relating to 
new bollards, bins, and requested new road signage to improve road safety at the junction of 
Brigstock Road and the A6116 
Cllr Neville presented 3 quotations for Village mowing for 2019/2020. The council considered 
the quotations and resolved to award the new year contract to Mowerman 
The Chairman reported that an article would be included on the new website and in the Parish 
Council News seeking volunteers to form a management committee to run the Pocket Park 

 
 
 
 
 
  

02-19:15 Cllr Heelan reported that all actions assigned to her at the last meeting had been completed 
and that she was meeting with the NCC Highways Area Manager on 14th March to view the 
Corby Road hedgerow area and explain the Parish Council’s concerns regarding the 
overgrowth and footway safety issues  
Cllr Heelan reported that crime figures for Stanion remained low, with 2 crimes being reported in 
December 2018 (the latest statistics available to the Parish Council). The crime statistics 
covering this area may be viewed by the public at www.police.uk 
No report was available from Rural Pride 

 
 

02-19:16 The Chairman reported that all planning applications received since the last meeting of the 
council had been recorded on the Schedule of Decisions and that none had required a 
response from the Parish Council 

 

02-19:17 The council were asked to consider a request for a grant under s137 in the sum of £90, 
presented by the Chairman of the VHMC. The grant was required to cover the cost of a 
replacement light in a room in the Village Hall. As funding for s137 grants had been fully used 
for this FY, the council resolved to approve the grant and arrange payment in April, when 
funding for s137 grants would be available 

 

02-19:18 The Chairman advised the list of correspondence that had been received since the last 
meeting, all correspondence was general and advisory in nature 

 
 

02-19:19 The date of the next meeting of the council was confirmed as Monday, 13 May 2019, being the 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. The meeting will be held in the Village Hall and will 
commence at 7 pm 
The date of the Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed as Monday, 20 May 2019. The meeting 
will be held in the Village Hall and will commence at 6 pm  

 
 
 

02-19:20 There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was closed at 8:45 pm  
 
 
 
 
      Signature: …………………………………………. 
 
      Date: ……………………………………………….. 


