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Open Decision Item  
 
Grants Committee 29th November 2017

 

Discretionary Rate Relief Awards 2017/18 

 

SYNOPSIS BOX 

This report seeks to consider and approve further Discretionary Rate Relief awards for 
2017/18 following the receipt of additional applications and information. 

 
1. Background Details 

At its meeting on the 5th July, the Grants Sub Committee approved awards to 8 organisations 
out of 9 that applied, based on guidelines that had previously been agreed on the 26th 
January 2011 and repeated below. 

  The cost to the Council of the 2017/18 previously approved awards is £12,063 against a 
budget of £39,000. This leaves £26,937 that it was agreed would be left for additional or 
ongoing applications that require further information and appeals. This report seeks to go 
through 1 additional application and 2 appeals along with officer recommendations. 

2. Report 

Criteria for Awarding Discretionary Relief (DRR) 

The Grants Committee has previously agreed that several guidelines would be used to 
ensure that the process is fair transparent and that the Council remains within its budget.  

The following are only guidelines the Grants Committee has discretion to make awards 
based on other factors that it may wish to consider: 

1. The cut off date for receiving applications is the end of May (previously June) for each 
financial year.  

2. Relief is prioritised and awarded based on satisfying the following criteria: 

 Levels of reserves - organisations that hold over 50% of turnover in reserves 
would not normally qualify 

 Other grants that are awarded by Corby Borough Council – organisations that 
already receive core or devolved funding would not normally qualify (previously 
only core funding was referred to) 

 Type of organisation – political organisations and private for profit companies 
should be excluded 

 Licensed Bars with paid employees – these would normally be excluded as the 
organisation has opportunities and capacity to fund itself. 

 Infrastructure – organisations should be able to supply accounts, possess a bank 
account, and have a constitution or set of rules or AGM minutes. 

 No organisation will receive more than £10k DRR funding. 

 Organisations with several premises will only receive relief for the largest one. 

 
3. If further funds are still available, organisations who did not satisfy the above criteria 

can then be considered. 
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The above list is not exhaustive but should act as a guide if applications exceed the available 
budget. There may be occasions when special circumstances outweigh consideration of the 
above factors. (The previous criterion of other external funding has now been excluded from 
the above list). 

Additional Applications/Appeals  

£26,937 remains available in the budget. Since the 5th July, the following application has 
been received: 

1. The Roof Top Gallery (Corby Artists network) – a registered charity to educate in and 
promote the arts for public benefit and to further develop appreciation and taste in the 
arts. The amount of DRR being applied for is £2,156 and this would cost the Council 
£1,617. 

All conditions of the criteria are met. 

Officers Recommendation – to award DRR 

In addition, the following 2 appeals have been received: 

2. Adrenaline Alley – A registered charity to provide and assist in the provision of 
recreational facilities in and around Corby. 

The original recommendation was not to award relief since they held reserves which 
were in excess of 50% of their turnover. Adrenaline Alley has now shown that a 
proportion of these reserves are held in the form of property rather than cash 
balances. As a result all of the conditions of the criteria for awarding relief are now 
met. 

Whilst all conditions of the criteria are met, the total application is for £14,555. The 
CBC cost element of this would be £10,916 which exceeds the £10,000 limit that we 
have for each organisation. In order to conform to our own guidelines, the application 
will therefore need to be limited to £13,333. 

Officers Recommendation – to award DRR up to £13,333 

3. Corby Smash Table Tennis - A community amateur sports club that provides training 
and activities to the community. 

The original approved recommendation was to support the application and grant 50% 
rate relief as this is what the relief guidelines stipulate should be given to sporting 
organisations. The organisation has subsequently requested 80% relief on the 
grounds that they are a new organisation looking for support and do not receive any 
grant funding from elsewhere. The total amount of DRR being applied for is £1,305 
and this is an increase of £489 and this would cost the Council an additional £366. 

A decision to increase this level of support would need to be agreed by members 
rather than officers as this does not fit in with rate relief guidelines. Corby Smash 
Table Tennis has asked to address members at the meeting. 

Officers Recommendation – not to award additional DRR over and above 50% 

The Grants Committee is now asked to approve or reject the 3 officer recommendations for 
applications of each of the above organisations. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 

Most of these are outlined within the main body of the report. However, members may 
propose other factors to be considered. Whilst this report sets out some key principles, they 
are only offered as guidelines and each application should be considered separately. 

If all of the officer’s recommendations are approved, which are to accept the Roof Top 
Gallery and the Adrenaline Alley requests the cost would be £11,617, leaving £15, 320 
remaining in the budget. The cost of approving the Corby Smash Table Tennis application 
would be a further £366 leaving £14,954 remaining in the budget 
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This amount can be retained to fund any further applications this year, added to the 2018/19 
budget through the year end carry forward request, transferred to the small grants budget or 
returned to Council reserves as an underspend. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Financial 

These are covered within the report. 

Legal 

By their very nature all the items identified in this report are discretionary. Therefore on 
reasonable notice the Council can decide to remove all or any of them in total or in part. It is 
sensible that in any decision made reasons are given for why the decision was made in the 
way it was 

Performance Information, Best Value, Community Safety, Human Rights, Equalities, 
Sustainability, Risks 

There are no issues in relation to these arising directly from this report. 

5. Conclusion 

Although the granting of discretionary and top up relief places a financial burden upon the 
Council Taxpayers of the Borough, this has to be weighed against supporting charitable and 
welfare organisations. The financial position of the authority means that this expenditure 
should be contained within budget. 

6. Recommendations 

1. That members support the 3 officer recommendations outlined above.  

2. That the resulting underspend be requested as a Carry Forward to the 2018/19 budget, 
subject to receiving any further applications and OCPC approval. 

Background Papers 

None 

External Consultations 

None 

List of Appendices 

 None 

Wards 

 All Wards 

Officer to Contact 

 Adrian Sibley, Director of Corporate Services, 01536 464125 

 


