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Liquor Licensing Panel 5 February 2020 
 

Determination of an application for a Review of a Premises Licence 

 
Synopsis 

An application for a Summary Review of a Premises Licence had been received from 
Northamptonshire Police for The Lord Nelson, 4 Brigstock Road, Stanion on 13 January 2020. 
That application relates to a Police operation that occurred in the early hours of the 2 January 
2020 following a call from an injured party. This report now presents the application for 
premises licence review pursuant to Section 53 C of the Licensing Act 2003 and will require a 
decision as to what, if any, action should be taken under Section 53 C (3) Licensing Act 2003 
 

  
1. Background Details 

1.1 The Lord Nelson is a licenced public house situated on Brigstock Road in the village of 
Stanion. This business is the only public house in the village and is surrounded by 
residential accommodation which can be viewed in Appendix 1.  

1.2 The existing Premises License which includes details of the Designated Premises 
Supervisor (DPS) – Mr Michael ZACHARIAS; the times for carrying out licensable 
activities; and Conditions attached is available in Appendix 2. 

1.3 Northamptonshire Police sought a summary review of the premises licence for The Lord 
Nelson under the Prevention of Crime and Disorder licensing objectives in the Licensing 
Act 2003. A copy of this application and an accompanying Certificate from Superintendent 
Dennis Murray is available in Appendix 3. 

1.4 To summarise, Northamptonshire Police were called to an incident at The Lord Nelson 
where an injured party alleged that he had been attacked by a suspect who was armed 
with various weapons including a firearm. When the Police attended a number of weapons 
were found and Mr Zacharias was arrested. This application is therefore brought under the 
prevention of crime & disorder objectives. 

1.5 Members should note that a Licensing Panel Hearing was held on 15 January 2020 and 
the unanimous decision was made to suspend the Premises Licence as an interim 
measure until a mandatory full Review which follows the summary review on 15 January 
2020 (the Minutes from this meeting are available in Appendix 4). 

2. Relevant Representations 
2.1 The following consultations have been undertaken: 

Police                                                No further representation 
Child Protection                             No representation 
Fire                                                  No representation 
Trading Standards                         No representation 
Parish Council                               No representation 
Environmental Health                   No representation 
Health                                              No representation 
Public                                             5 representations 

2.2 Of the 5 representations received regarding this application, 3 of the representations 
support the Lord Nelson reopening, 1 representation would like the Premises Licence 
revoked or the hours of operation reduced in order to minimise the potential for disturbance 
and 1 representation comments on mess and smashed glass. All the representations 
received appear in full in Appendix 5. 
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2.3 The representations that are supportive of The Lord Nelson refer to this business being a 
‘community hub’ which facilities their social life, reducing their loneliness and allowing them 
to be kept informed of local news. The representation supporting the revocation of the 
Premises Licence or reduction in hours refers to the prevention of crime and disorder; the 
prevention of public nuisance; and the protection of children from harm licensing 
objectives. Allegations include nuisance from music and from rowdy customers smoking 
outside; regular after hours drinking; fighting; open drug consumption on and around the 
premises; broken glass in the vicinity; and a child being present after 9pm. These matters 
will need to be considered under Section 53 C Licensing Act 2003. 

2.4 Members will also need to consider under Section 53 D Licensing Act 2003 whether the 
interim step of suspending the licence should continue on the basis that it would be 
appropriate for it to continue for the promotion of the licensing objectives or whether it 
should be withdrawn or modified. 

2.5 Members should note that if they are minded to continue the interim step or impose an 
alternative it is appealable by the premises licence holder within 21 days and must be 
heard by the Magistrates Court within 28 days of the decision, the same provisions are 
applicable for the police.  Otherwise the interim step remains in place for either a period 
determined by the committee as permitted under Section 53 D  (3) (3) but must not be 
longer than 21 days or if the decision under Section 53 D (3) is appealed until the appeal 
is disposed of. 

2.6 Members should note that if they are minded to modify the conditions of the licence at the 
hearing it would be unreasonable for the interim step of suspension to continue. 

3. Statement of Licensing Policy considerations: 
3.1 This section highlights the elements of our licensing policy that are most relevant with 

respect to this application. This is not exhaustive and the policy should be considered fully 
prior to making decisions with respect to applications:- 

2.13 In determining a licence application the overriding principle adopted by the Licensing 
Authority will be that each application will be determined on its merits. Only mandatory 
conditions and conditions offered or agreed with by the applicant will be imposed except 
where relevant representations against an application are received. Where relevant 
representations are received then further additional conditions to meet the licensing 
objectives may be added provided they are appropriate, proportionate and reasonable and 
deal with the issues raised. 

17.2 This Licensing Authority agrees that any condition imposed must be: 

• clear; 
• enforceable; 
• evidenced; 
• proportionate; 
• relevant; and  
• be expressed in plain language capable of being understood. 

4. Guidance issued under Section 182 considerations 
4.1 This section highlights the elements of the national guidance that are most relevant with 

respect to this application. This is not exhaustive and relevant parts of the up to date 
guidance should be considered fully prior to making decisions with respect to applications:- 

9.36 As a matter of practice, licensing authorities should seek to focus the hearing on the 
steps considered appropriate to promote the particular licensing objective or objectives 
that have given rise to the specific representation and avoid straying into undisputed areas. 

9.41 Licensing authorities are best placed to determine what actions are appropriate for 
the promotion of the licensing objectives in their areas. All licensing determinations should 
be considered on a case-by-case basis. They should take into account any representations 



J:\MEETINGS\Meetings - Reports\2019-2020\111.docx 3 

or objections that have been received from responsible authorities or other persons, and 
representations made by the applicant or premises user as the case may be. 

11.9 Representations must be made in writing and may be amplified at the subsequent 
hearing or may stand in their own right. Additional representations which do not amount to 
an amplification of the original representation may not be made at the hearing. 

11.13 Licensing authorities are expected to be aware of the need to prevent attempts to 
review licences merely as a further means of challenging the grant of the licence following 
the failure of representations to persuade the licensing authority on an earlier occasion. 

4.2 The Guidance also gives some of the options open to Members to consider when all parties 
have provided their evidence.  

4.3 These are: 

• modify the conditions of the premises licence;  

• exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence, for example, to exclude the 
performance of live music or playing of recorded music;  

• remove the designated premises supervisor, for example, because they consider that the 
problems are the result of poor management;  

• suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months; 

• revoke the licence. 

4.4 Members should note that in deciding which of these powers to invoke, there is an 
expectation that licensing authorities should seek to establish the causes of the concerns 
that the representations identify. The remedial action taken should generally be directed at 
these causes and should always be no more than an appropriate and proportionate 
response to address the causes of concern that instigated the review. 

5. Issues to taken into account:- 
Legal Implications 
There is a means of appeal to the Magistrates Court against this Panels decision within 21 days 
of receiving the decision in writing.  The magistrates have the power to uphold or reverse the 
decision made by this Licensing Authority. 

Financial Implications 
There are no significant financial implications to the Council relating to this Panel’s decision today 
and as such will be met within current budgetary constraints. 

Human Rights Implications 
The applicant has an existing licence which can be regarded as property in accordance with 
Protocol 1, Article 1 of the Human Rights Act 1988. However, this right needs to be considered 
on balance with respect to the Licensing Objectives, with reference to the Section 182 guidance 
and the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy. 

Community Safety 
Providing a safer, stronger community remains at the heart of Corby Borough Council’s current 
Corporate Plan. Members should note that a major concern for residents relates to crime and 
disorder in the vicinity of this licenced venue. 

6. Recommendation 
That Members should consider the contents of the review application; any additional 
representations made by Northamptonshire Police and interested parties; and information 
provided by the Designated Premises Supervisor or their representative in order to determine 
what action, if any should be taken. 
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Background Papers 
Licensing Act 2003 (as amended) 

Guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 

Statement of Licensing Policy for regulated entertainment, late night refreshment and the sale of 
alcohol. 

Appendices 
Appendix 1 – Map of the locality  
Appendix 2 – Existing Premises License 
Appendix 3 – Premises Licence Review Application and Certificate 
Appendix 4 – Minutes of Licensing Panel Hearing held on 15 January 2020 
Appendix 5 – Representation from Interested Parties 

Officer to Contact 
Damian S Wilkins 
Health Protection Manager 
(01536) 464299 
damian.wilkins@corby.gov.uk 
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