
1 

 

Culture and Leisure Lead Member Update –September 2020 

1. Covid-19 and Community Resilience 

Culture and Leisure Facilities 

Other than parks, all Culture and Leisure facilities were closed from the middle of March due to the 
current Pandemic. The Golf Course and East Carlton Country Park were the first to reopen in May 
following Govt guidelines on what is allowed or not allowed in maintaining social distancing and safety.  

Other services are continuing to reopen, albeit with restrictions on usage in place for the time being. Risk 
assessments and recovery documents have been completed to ensure that all aspects of the business 
are as safe as possible following government and leisure industry advice. All recovery documents have 
been through the Councils Recovery group and the facility signed off as Covid Secure. Further details of 
the impact on services is reflected throughout this update. 

All special events from March to Sept such as the spring fun fair, play day, major galas, and summer 
dance shows were cancelled. Restrictions have started to be eased, and these events have now been 
reviewed against Govt guidelines. The Council has had to make the difficult decision and agree to cancel 
this year’s large events, i.e. Bonfire and Firework Display, Children’s Triathlon, Sports Awards and 
Christmas Dance shows.  
 
The Covid-19 shutdown has meant income shortfalls with largest at Lodge Park Sports Centre and the 
Pool resulting in an overall estimated pressure of £1,133m on the Culture and Leisure outturn budget. 
This has been offset by savings where ever possible and with staff furloughed. The Council is submitting 
a claim to the Governments compensation scheme for loss of leisure income, this can be claimed up to 
the end of March 2021.  

Community Resilience. 

Working alongside other CBC staff and Councillors, the Culture and Leisure Team have since March 
been leading on the community resilience work within the Borough, ensuring those that are self-isolating 
due to Covid-19 have been supported. 400 residents have so far contacted the support line with requests 
for weekly shopping, prescription deliveries and keep in touch calls.  
 
Delegated authority to provide emergency grant funding up to £250 has been given to seven community 
organisations assisting those most in need, utilising the small grants budget.  
 
The team have been co-ordinating a large number of volunteers to help, consisting of members of the 
public, staff and Councillors as well as working closely with Corby Food Bank and the pop up group, 
Helping Hands Corby, who have used Hazelwood Neighbourhood Centre to distribute over 700 food 
parcels.  
 
This work is now winding down, although some that have been assisted are complex cases and may 
need further ongoing support, which the Council will help to do with other relevant agencies.      

2. Community / Voluntary Sector - Grants and Community Development, Woodlands, 
Parks and Open Spaces, Arts, Heritage and Special Events. 

Community / Voluntary Sector 
 
Devolved Community Centre’s are re-opening, Kingswood, Danesholme and Oakley Vale have 
already opened with The Autumn Centre and the Old Village to follow. Other community centre 
management committees are considering right time for them to open due to the restrictions and 
procedures they have to have in place. This may have an impact on their sustainability.  
 
CVCS concerns over the performance of the CVCS has required the implementation of monthly 
monitoring of outcomes and outputs for this financial year.  
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Armed Forces Covenant The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation ensuring that those 
who serve or who have served in the Armed Forces, and their families are treated fairly and will not be 
disadvantaged in accessing public services due to their military service.  
 
Corby Borough Council has made voluntary pledge of support to ensure the Covenant is honoured in 
the delivery of public services. The Council has agreed financial support of £10,286 over 2 years to 
support the county Armed Forces Covenant Partnership Officer post that assists in ensuring awareness 
of the Covenant is maximised, that it is fully honoured while retaining the ability of local service providers 
to honour the Covenant in the best way that suits local needs. 
 
Corby Lottery is raising approximately £30,000 per year to support good causes organisations in Corby, 
in the same way as last year it has been agreed the community funds that the Council receives directly 
from ticket sales will be shared equally between all 57 good causes.  
 
Woodlands, Parks and Open Spaces  
 
Inspections on the parks and woodlands has continued throughout the lockdown, the volunteers are now 
returning and the priority is to clear the coppiced wood from the parks and woodland to the field for it to 
dry for selling.  
 
Work on any dead, dying or dangerous trees continues, an independent arborist has been engaged to 
determine extent of disease to tree roots in Kingswood Nature Reserve.    
  
An additional Park and Woodlands Ranger has been appointed with funding from Section 106 funds, 
they will be based at the Pavilion in Coronation Park and will work on areas such as Kingswood, 
Coronation Park, West Glebe, Weldon Woodland Park. 
 
The woodland shop has now reopened on reduced hours.  
 
Planning approval for the Cemetery Extension at Rockingham Triangle has been agreed. Working with 
Sports England and colleagues in planning and shared service, mitigation for this has been agreed by 
enhancing the pitch maintenance of the playing fields and increasing the number of pitches at Abington 
Road. 
 
Park and Open Spaces Heritage Lottery Funding  
 
A funding application for £200,000 has been submitted to create an accessible natural heritage trail and 
cycle routes across the green spaces within the borough of Corby aimed at but not limited to families, 
those in education and hard to reach groups within the community. The project primary objective will be 
to improve visitors understanding of both the industrial heritage and the natural heritage within the 
borough. Safer cycle routes will provide safe green corridors between 5 main sites within Corby including 
Kingswood LNR, West Glebe Park, East Carlton Country Park, Coronation Park as well as Hazel and 
Thoroughsale Woods.  

 
The project provides opportunity to use bikes rather than using public transport. Waymarker signs, maps, 
leaflets, interpretation boards and QR codes will inform visitors of the heritage background for each site 
and will clearly provide links between all. Further update on the outcome will be provided at the Panel 
meeting.   
    
East Carlton Country Park 
 
The capital work on refurbishing East Carlton Park is nearing completion, with new entrance double 
doors, heating, lighting and flooring. The windows that were rotten have been replaced like for like and 
two skylights installed in the kitchen roof, a resin patio has been laid outside the café area. The toilets 
are being painted and having new flooring.  
 
The café is open offering a take away service only and with a one way system in place.  
 
Play Areas 
 
Stephenson Way Play Area Work to refurbish is now complete. This project is externally funding by 
FCC Communities Foundation who is awarding CBC £59,601. The play area will host several large 
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pieces of play equipment, all based around the theme of Outer-Space which was chosen by the children 
at Rockingham Primary School.   
 
Glastonbury Play Area housed a large play boat climber which in 2017 was burnt down. New equipment 
costing of £20,000, should be installed and ready for use by end of October 2020.  
 
Submission to the Towns Fund (Accelerated Funding Pot) includes £100,000 for play areas as the 
criteria includes improvements to or new parks and green spaces. The first three play areas prioritised 
are Wharfdale, Boating Lake and Brecks Close. 

 
Play Area off Oundle Road, Weldon - £35k S106 funding has been secured for replacing the. 
Community consultation and procurement will commence this winter, with the intention of installing new 
equipment in spring 2021.   
 

Future Planning; Working with Planning colleagues and Sport England, the Priors Hall S106 
arrangements for sports pitches, community facilities and play areas have been detailed in agreement 
with the Developers, Urban and Civic and will be presented to Development Control Committee in the 
near future 
 
Arts & Heritage 
 
Core Theatre the Government has just announced that theatres can reopen but with socially distance 
audiences. The closure and the restricted audience will put a strain on the finances of the Core Theatre 
and also the Royal and Derngate Theatre. At the time of writing this report the Management and Board 
were applying for Govt emergency funding. The outcome will be announced in September. 
 
Made with Many is leading on setting up a Cultural Forum to be able to feed priorities for Corby into the 
new Cultural Strategy when it is produced for North Northamptonshire.  
 
Heritage Lottery Fund  
 
A lottery application has been submitted for a Volunteer coordinator, if successful the person will be 
based at Coronation Park and work with all volunteers for the woodlands and arts and heritage. This is 
to increase the number of volunteers available and upskill volunteers where needed.    
 
The Heritage Centre has reopened with two volunteers assisting to cover the opening hours.  
 
3. Well-Being Services - Sports Facilities / Healthier Lifestyles/Sports & Play Development 
 
Corby East Midlands International Pool 
 
The swimming pool re opened on 25th July. Most staff within the facility were put on furlough and have 
been brought back when needed following training in the new processes and procedures.  
 
The management team have been developing films and promoting on social media so customers are 
aware of what has been put in place and to ensure they know what to expect when they return.  
 
Customers are having to book sessions as space is limited, The booking system has avoided queues 
and ensuring that social distancing is possible within the facility these have been popular.  Customer 
comments have been positive around what has been put in place and they feel confident in being within 
the facility.   
 
The swimming lesson programme commenced on Monday 24th August. It is pleasing on how many have 
returned, with a few cancelling or freezing their subscriptions.  
 
The new entry gate at the Pool is now fully operational and has supported the measures put in place to 
avoid users having to go to queue at reception, they book on line, have their own wrist band, sticker or 
fob to use on the turn styles, it recognises their booking and allows them access. 
 
Improvement works have continued where possible through lockdown and the LED light install is near 
completion at the pool and Lodge Park Sports Centre. This will improve the lighting and create a 
significant saving on electricity for the facilities. 
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The health suite area and crèche will remain closed until further guidance is produced for the safety of 
these areas.  
 
The café remains closed, the tendering of this service has now been put on hold and we will continue to 
monitor this over the coming months.  
 
Corby Health and Fitness 
 
During Lockdown the Group exercise classes went virtual with classes being steamed onto the Corby 
Health and Fitness Facebook page several times a day. Classes had tens of thousands of views and 
hundreds of positive comments to the team.  The team saw this commitment as key to keeping engaged 
with leisure members to continue to support them through those difficult weeks.  The Cardiac Rehab 
group and Activity on Referral had more personal virtual support with instructors have closed groups with 
them on line or telephoning and giving one to one support. 
 
The gyms at Corby East Midlands International Pool and Lodge Park Sports Centre have re-opened. An 
online booking for both gyms system has been promoted and all of the covid-19 procedures implemented 
have been well received by both staff and customers. Footfall has been slow initially, but consumer 
confidence is beginning to grow with both sites seeing increased numbers week on week in both gyms. 
 
The group exercise timetable relaunched on Monday 3rd August, and is now offering 150 classes a week 
again, although capacity has had to be more than halved for each class to ensure social distancing. 
Specialist programmes such as Activity on Referral and Cardiac Rehab are to restart imminently, details 
are being finalised on how this will return in the coming days.  
 
‘TA6’ our marketing partner and industry advice have said that the companies and local authorities they 
support nationwide were expecting to only see between 20% - 50% of pre-lockdown members return 
initially. Early indications show that Corby is expecting to achieve something in the region of 50 – 70%, 
which is out performing most other authorities.  
 
Lodge Park Sports Centre:  
 
The Sports Centre opened to the public on Saturday 25th July.  During lockdown the male changing 
rooms have been refurbished and new LED lighting has been fitted. Covid-19 has resulted in some 
regular clubs not returning to their usual bookings at the Sports Centre immediately. 
 
Procurement to upgrade the Sports Centre ventilation and heating system and resurface the All Weather 
Pitch is currently underway.  
 
Football Pitches 
 
The demand for Council football pitches for the coming season is at an all-time high. Currently 45 teams 
across several clubs will be using pitches when the season returns in September. The Shared service 
team have replaced many of the goalposts and has enhanced the preseason maintenance of grass 
pitches. 
 
Golf Course:  
 
The Golf Course has been run temporary in-house over the past three years. The Council has recently 
considered the management options and has agreed to keep the golf course in-house, a decision that 
took into account the improved performance over the three years, such as annual memberships 
increasing by 130 over the past year.   
 
The golf course re-opened on 13th May and has seen significant increases in usage with over 9,000 
rounds played and under new guidelines the course is able to offer four balls to be played and reduced 
tee time intervals to 8 minutes, allowing increased capacity. 
 
As the bar and restaurant were closed, a small downstairs kiosk was been provided for takeaway light 
refreshments. Outdoor seating has been placed around the putting green.  The upstairs restaurant has 
also recently reopened with strict social distancing measures in place.  
 
Further investment in the Golf Course is currently underway with the refurbishment of the catering 
kitchen, improvements to security, bunkers, the driveway as well as equipment replacement.   



5 

 

 
Healthier Lifestyles: 
 
Corby Health and Wellbeing forum – this is now Chaired by the Lead Member Community with 
administration support being provided by the Clinical Commission Group.  This is multi organisational 
and supports health and wellbeing initiatives in the borough. This assisted in gaining Public Health 
funding of over £200k for a wide range of projects in the Corby Community including the Children and 
Young Peoples Mental health project, B Active Families, Pop up Green Patch, Cancer Rehabilitation 
Training, Community in Sheds and the LEAP project.   
 
 
West Glebe Pavilion and Hazelwood Neighbourhood Centre: 
 
West Glebe Pavilion has reopen. Bookings for the astro turf following the Football Association guidance 
are now being taken and is proving to be popular. Hazelwood Neighbourhood Centre has remained 
opened for the Nursery throughout lock down as it was providing child care for essential workers. It also 
housed Helping Hands Corby and supported the community resilience work.  
 
Sport and Play Development 
  
Between April and August 2020 the Sport and Play Team have produced over 80 short videos, posts 
and competitions showing innovative ways for children and families to stay active and have fun together 
in Lockdown. All the videos have been posted on the Council’s Leisure and Sports Development 
Facebook pages which had a total reach of 279,730 and 11,955 reactions. 
  
The Sport and Play Team have ran a Pediatric, Emergency and 2 x Full First Aid at Work Courses for 
CBC staff. The Team will recommence delivering school clubs from the 3rd September. Delivery will start 
in Gretton and Stanion primary schools with the potential to work in others later in the year 
 
The Boating Lake Health Walk started back in early August and the 2 x East Carlton and 1 x West Glebe 
walks will reopen on September 7th. The B-Active Family Project will reopen in October, 
 
Walking Football sessions will also be reopening on the 2nd September at West Glebe. SHAPE Dance, 
Happenin, Disability Club and Cheerleading Club under the Government guidelines, sessions will remain 
closed until at least October.  
  
3. General 
 
Safeguarding 
 
An online Safeguarding refresher training course has been developed for CBC staff. This refresher 
training will be completed by staff 18 months after their face to face safeguarding training course, to 
insure staff are qualified and kept up to date. The course includes an online assessment which staff need 
to complete over a 90% pass rate to obtain their certificate. The course was been piloted by 6 CBC staff 
in early August  and will be rolled out to those CBC staff that require the refresher on a rolling programme, 
starting end of August. 
 
Future Northants 
 
All staff are being kept informed of progress with the move and transition to the new Unitary Authority. 
Involvement by Culture and Leisure within the Communities and Leisure’s work streams will continue, 
there are five that includes; Physical Activity and Well Being, Parks and Open Spaces, Community 
Development, Cultural and Libraries.  
 

 


