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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 15th April 2009

 

Core Spatial Strategy Review Regulation 25 Consultation 
 

 
SYNOPSIS 

To seek Members approval of representations made on the Regulation 25 Consultation, 
which were submitted to the Joint Planning Unit by the response deadline of 30th March 
2009 
 

 
1. Introduction 

1.1 The Council has been consulted by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit on 
the scope of the review of the Core Spatial Strategy (Regulation 25). The public 
consultation concluded on 30th March 2009. 

1.2 Given the above deadline, an officer response has been prepared and submitted in 
consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair, which Members are now asked to endorse. 

2. Background 
2.1 The Core Spatial Strategy sets out the overall town planning strategy for the area 

covered by Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northamptonshire Councils. It 
is prepared by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit and agreed by the Joint 
Planning Committee. 

2.2 The Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in June 2008. However there is a need to ‘roll’ 
the Plan forward to 2026, in line with the Regional Plan and to take account of a longer 
term view for the period 2031. 

3. Proposed Scope of Review 
3.1 The consultation document outlined the purpose of consultation at this early stage and 

provided guidance on the expected extent of the review. The Joint Planning Unit 
suggested that the review focus on: 

• Reassessing the future roles and functions of the towns and villages; 

• Profiling existing communities and providing a long term place making vision; 

• Working with other agencies and developers to devise a clear delivery strategy; 

• Assessing interventions necessary to achieve a better jobs/housing balance; 

• Identifying the location and phasing of housing and employment development 
for the period between 2021 and 2026; 

• Setting the above in the context of the longer term opportunities to 2031; and 

• Being clear about how the delivery of outcomes will be monitored. 

3.2 At the moment, the Joint Planning Unit do not intend to re-evaluate the overarching 
Vision and Objectives of the Core Spatial Strategy; the transport strategy; the green 
infrastructure strategy; or the detailed policies on development management. 
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3.3 Comment was invited on a number of specific questions.  Each question and your 
officers suggested response are set out below. 

Question One 
Are there any further subjects, topics or themes which the Revised CSS should 
contain? 

3.4 It is entirely appropriate that the review of the Core Spatial Strategy is concentrated on 
a number of key areas, which are largely identified above. 

3.5 The Regulation 25 consultation document states that it is not intended to re-evaluate 
the overarching Vision and Objectives of the Core Spatial Strategy. There have been 
significant changes in North Northamptonshire since the Core Spatial Strategy was 
developed e.g. opening of Willow Place shopping centre in Corby, development of the 
Corby Cube, International Pool and Northern Orbital Road; and operation of the train 
service between Corby and London. Given these changes, the review may be subject 
to criticism if a review of the vision and objectives is ruled out at this early stage. It is 
considered that the Spatial Portrait should firstly be updated to see if circumstances 
have changed before a decision on the vision and objectives is made, or where a 
review of the spatial portrait has been undertaken, it should be explained that this has 
taken place. 

3.6 It is not apparent from the Regulation 25 Consultation Document whether the 
approach to addressing climate change is to be reviewed. Climate change is high on 
the Government’s agenda and the review may be subject to criticism if the policies on 
climate change are not reviewed, particularly in light of the Planning and Energy Act 
2008. The Joint Planning Unit should be satisfied that the requirements of the Act, 
which imposes a duty to include within Development Plan Documents policies on 
climate change, are covered. 

3.7 In relation to the above, the review presents an opportunity to implement the findings 
of the emerging Sustainable Energy Strategy. It also provides opportunity to consider 
stand alone renewable energy schemes in a strategic and coordinated manner. 

Question Two 
Are there any aspects of the CSS that need to be clarified or refined? 

3.8 Some of the criteria in Policy 13, which provides a checklist of the key issues that need 
to be considered in delivering quality development, could be clarified such as the 
weight to be accorded to each criterion and the types of space to be protected under 
criteria g. This will help colleagues in development control implement the Core Spatial 
Strategy, as currently, specific advice is not provided within the supplementary text to 
Policy 13 or the supporting Supplementary Planning Document on Sustainable Design 

Question Three 
Are you happy that the various studies and baseline information provide a complete 
and up to date Evidence Base for the CSS review? 

3.9 No comments (on basis that strategies and background studies will continue to be 
updated during the review of the Core Spatial Strategy) 

Question Four 
Do you have, or are you planning to collect, any information you can share with 
NNJPU to help deliver Options consultation later this year? 

3.10 A number of strategies and background studies have been or are under preparation 
that could underpin and support Local Development Documents as they are produced  
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• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Corby is being updated in accordance with 
PPS25. This is expected to be available in May/June 2009. 

• Climate Change Strategy available for inspection at 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/CouncilAndDemocracy/CouncillorsDemocracyAndElection
s/Documents/Climate%20Change%20Strategy.pdf. A Carbon Management Plan is 
under preparation. For more information please contact Simon Winch at 
simon.winch@corby.gov.uk 

• Corby Borough Council Housing Strategy covers the period 2005 - 2008. A 
Housing Strategy from 2008 is currently being prepared and will be completed 
shortly. Please contact Jacqui Page, Housing Options Team Leader, on 01536 
464617 or jacqui.page@corby.gov.uk for latest details. 

• New Community Strategy launched at 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/CouncilAndDemocracy/CouncillorsDemocracyAndElection
s/Documents/Community%20Plan.pdf 

5. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The review and adoption of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and Corby’s 
constituent Local Development Documents is and will remain a Corby Borough Council priority 
Financial 
None directly from this report 

Legal 
It is a requirement that Corby Local Development Documents are in conformity with the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 

Performance Information 
None directly from this report 

Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
These are basic requirements in a sustainable community. The Local Development 
Framework regards these as essential elements of any strategy 

6. Options to be Considered 
The consultation requires comment, the only real option is to comment on the proposed 
changes from the Corby position. 

7. Recommendation 
That, subject to any additional comments that Members may have, the  comments submitted 
to the Joint Planning Unit by the 30th March deadline be endorsed 

Background Papers 
North Northamptonshire Core Strategy Review Regulation 25 Consultation at 
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/consultations/detail.asp?id=4 

Adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf 

Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 


