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Corby War Memorial 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
For Council to consider adoption of the powers within the War Memorials (Local Authorities’ 
Powers) Act 1923 (as amended) in order to be able to add the names to the Corby War 
Memorial of Corby citizens killed on active service whilst serving in Her Majesty’s Armed 
Forces. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
The Council has recently received enquiries relating to the possibility of two service 
personnel, who died on active duty, having their names inscribed on the Corby War 
Memorial. 

Officers have recently been making enquiries with regard to the ownership of the Memorial 
as this has been unclear.  Whilst the Memorial is located on Council owned land, the 
ownership of and therefore the responsibility for the repair and maintenance of the Memorial 
has been under some debate. 

2. Report 
According to information obtained the Corby War Memorial was erected c.1920.  It is unclear 
who paid for the Memorial to be erected, however it is likely that it was the result of public 
subscription and commission; this was often the case rather than be erected by a statutory 
body. 

In March 1921 the former Corby Parish Council passed a resolution confirming that it would 
takeover responsibility for the repair and maintenance of the Memorial from the public purse.  
This indicates the likelihood that the Memorial was the result of community-based public 
subscription and was not the original responsibility of a body established by statute.  Corby 
was granted Urban District status in 1939, District Council status in 1974 and Borough status 
in 1993. 

The Memorial was later relocated from its original position to its current location off Church 
Walk.  The Memorial is located on Corby Borough Council land. 

The Council has recently received two requests via The Royal British Legion for two names 
to be considered to be added to the Memorial. 

Officers, at that time unaware of the 1921 resolution, investigated this matter.  Under the War 
Memorials (Local Authorities’ Powers) Act 1923, local authorities were permitted to incur 
expenditure on the maintenance, repair and protection of any war memorial within their 
district which may be vested in them.  The Local Government Act 1948 extended this power 
to amend “…whether vested in them or not”. 

The Council, therefore even if it did not have ownership of the memorial would be legally 
entitled to incur expenditure on its upkeep if the Council adopt the necessary powers.  It is 
not obliged to do so. 

The discovery of the 1921 resolution however does lead to the conclusion that the Corby 
War Memorial is the responsibility of its successor Corby Borough Council. 

 



j:\meetings\meetings - reports\2012-2013\024v.2.doc 2 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 
The Memorial is on Council owned land. 

Adoption of the powers contained in the 1923 Act (as amended) would enable, if it wished for 
the Council to take any necessary steps for the repair, maintenance and general upkeep of 
the memorial. 

It is also suggested, based on the evidence collected to date, that the Council assume full 
responsibility for the Corby War Memorial and undertake such steps as are necessary to 
amend official records. 

Protocol Arrangements 

If the Council is requested in writing that a name be added to the Corby War Memorial of a 
Corby resident, serving within the Armed Services of the United Kingdom, who has been 
killed whilst on active service then steps will be taken to ensure the validity of the request. 

The local branch of The Royal British Legion will be notified and where appropriate The 
Royal Naval Association or The Royal Air Force Association. 

A recommendation will be made to Full Council for permission to add the name (once 
verified). 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Consultation 
The Royal British Legion (Corby Branch) has been consulted on this issue.  The Legion is 
satisfied that the responsibility for the Memorial does not rest with them and are supportive of 
the Council taking primary responsibility for this matter. 

The Council’s Senior Management Team discussed this matter at their meeting on 28th June 
2012.  It was agreed, subject to Full Council approval, that primary responsibility for this 
matter would rest with CB Property Services, assisted by the Democratic Services Section. 

Policy Priorities  
Corby has a long tradition of recognising the contribution made by those serving in the 
Armed Forces. Organisations including The Royal British Legion, The Royal Naval 
Association and The Royal Air Force Association, play an important part in ensuring that the 
local community are kept informed of the important role played by our service personnel, and 
on occasions the sacrifices they have made in undertaking their duty. 

Financial  
At present there is no dedicated budget for the repair and maintenance of the Memorial, or 
for any works in relation to the inscribing of new names. 

The cost of inscribing new names on to the plaque (attached to the Memorial) would be c. 
£150-200. Any costs would need to be met from existing budgets. 

For insurance purposes the ownership of the Corby War Memorial would need to be 
formalised. 

Legal 
As the successor of the former Corby Parish Council it is probable, but not certain, that 
Corby Borough Council inherited responsibility for the repair and maintenance of the 
Memorial. 

Adoption of the powers within the 1923 Act (as amended) would enable the Council to take 
action where necessary on matters relating to the upkeep of the Memorial. 

The Memorial is not currently listed or scheduled under planning law. 

Best Value 
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Only approved contractors would be used for any work commissioned subject to the 
Council’s Contract Standing Orders. 

Human Rights & Equalities  
The Council will take reasonable steps to ensure that all Corby citizens serving in the Armed 
Forces who lose their life whilst on active service will be commemorated on the Corby War 
Memorial. 

Sustainability 
Guidance for custodians of war memorials is contained within a Department of Constitutional 
Affairs circular published in 2007.  This provides a best practise guide for the long term 
maintenance of memorials which the Council would seek to follow. 

5. Conclusion 
Full Council are being requested to consider assuming responsibility in full for the Corby War 
Memorial. 

6. Recommendation 

i) to adopt the powers within the War Memorials (Local Authorities’ Powers) 
Act 1923 (as amended); and 

ii) to request that officers formalise ownership arrangements of the Corby 
War Memorial in the Council’s title; and 

iii) that the name of the late Lance Corporal James Ashworth be added to the 
Corby War Memorial at the earliest opportunity. 

 Background Papers 
War Memorials (Local Authorities’ Powers) Act 1923 (As amended) 

Local Government Act 1948 (c.26), s.133 (1) 

External Consultations 
The Royal British Legion (Corby Branch) 

List of Appendices 
None 

Officer to Contact 
Paul Goult (Democratic Services Manager) ext.4013 

 


