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Open Decision Item 4

Local Plans Committee 6th September 2006

Corby Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

Synopsis
To update Members on the progress of the Corby Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and to
seek approval to use the final report as part of the evidence base for the emerging Local

Development framework

1. Relevant Background Details
Bullen Consultants (now Faber Maunsell) were commissioned by Corby Borough
Council in 2003 to undertake a strategic flood risk assessment of Corby.  The study
involved two phases.  Phase 1 involved the collation and evaluation of data and
information relating to the hydrological and hydraulic aspects of flooding in Corby.
Phase 2 of the study, based on the findings and conclusions in Phase 1 involved:

• Identifying and mapping areas of flood risk over the whole of the Borough within the
categories defined in Planning Policy Guidance Note 25

• Detailed flood risk assessments for a number of development areas within the
Borough (ten specific development areas were defined by Catalyst Corby).

• Assessment of the effect on flood risk in Corby of large scale urban development in
the Gretton, Willow and Harpers Brook catchments.

• Preparation of guidance notes for developers, recommending procedures to be
followed by prospective developers for the assessment of flood risk and measures
to be adopted to minimise that risk and mitigate the effects of increased runoff from
the development on flood risk elsewhere.

Phase 1 of the study was completed in March 2004 and a Report detailing the results of
the data and information evaluation exercise and the conclusions reached by Faber
Maunsell was presented to Corby Borough Council Officers.  A draft of Phase 2 has
been received and officer comments submitted to Faber Maunsell.  Faber Maunsell are
currently finalising Phase 2 of the study based on these comments.

2. Report
Phase 1 of the study (see attachment 1) assessed whether there was sufficient
information to undertake a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of Corby.  The study
concluded that there was sufficient data and information available to enable the
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of Corby Borough to proceed to a satisfactorily
reliable and robust completion.

Phase 2 of the Study involved the preparation of six maps covering the whole Borough,
showing an estimate of flood risk at any point within the Borough.  These maps will
enable the Borough Council to determine more accurately the relative degree of flood
risk to which different areas of the Borough may be subject. The results of the study
suggest that there are now no significant built up areas within the Borough that are at
serious risk of flooding.

In addition to the flood risk maps, detailed Flood Risk Assessments for ten potential
development areas (based on Catalyst Corby’s Regeneration Framework) were
undertaken: Northern Extension, Western Extension, Southern Extension, Prior’s Hall &
Weldon Extension, Oakley/Stanion Extension, Great Oakley, St James Industrial
Estate, Corby East, Max Park, Weldon South Industrial Estate and Weldon North
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Industrial Estate.  In each case, the majority of the development area is not considered
to be at risk of flooding.

The report then goes on to make suggestions for flood risk alleviation policies to be
adopted by the Borough Council in dealing with applications for planning consent from
prospective developers.  In this context the report also puts forward guidance notes for
developers to ensure that their proposals incorporate measures to reduce not only any
flood risk to their own development but also, by attenuating storm runoff from the
impermeable areas created by their development, the flood risk to property
downstream.

3. Options to be Considered
None

4. Issues to be taken into account :-
Policy Priorities
The adoption of the North Northamptonshire LDF and Corby’s constituent LDDs is and
will remain a CBC priority.

Financial
None relevant to this report

Legal
It is important to ensure that the assessment of Flood Risk in Corby is a sound basis on
which to make allocations in the LDF.

Performance Information
None relevant to this report

Sustainability, Best Value, Community Safety, Human Rights, Equalities
Determining flood risk and applying the sequential approach to deciding the most
appropriate land for development is an element of the Government’s policy on
sustainable development.

5. Conclusions
The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of Corby Borough is important tool to enable the
Council to develop appropriate strategies and policies in the Local Development
Framework to minimise the risk of flooding.

6. Recommendations
That Phase 1of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment be approved by Members as a
background document to the Local Development Framework.  Phase 2 of the Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment will be subject to a separate committee report once finalised.

Officer to Contact
Katanya Barlow Tel: 01536 463185

Email: Katanya.Barlow@corby.gov.uk


