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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 25th March 2015

 

Corby Flood Risk Management Study 

 

 
SYNOPSIS 

 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the Corby Flood Risk Management 

Study and support the Action Plan 
 

1.0 Background 

1.1 The planned growth in Corby creates challenges for managing flood risk in the area.  There 
are approximately 3,000 properties within the Borough that are estimated to be at risk from 
flooding due to a range of sources including fluvial and surface water, and the production of 
a flood risk management study helps to demonstrate how partners, including Corby Borough 
Council, Northamptonshire County Council, Anglian Water and the Environment Agency, can 
work together to reduce flood risk and promote a strategic approach to flood risk 
management in the Borough. 

1.2 A copy of the study is available at www.corby.gov.uk and a hard copy has been placed in the 
Members Room.  

2.0 Detail 

2.1 The Corby Flood Risk Management Study has been developed by Atkins on behalf of Corby 
Borough Council in collaboration with flood risk management partners through a phased 
approach, specifically an initial phase involving collation of all available knowledge in relation 
to flood risk followed by the identification of priority areas for further assessment. The next 
phase involved the review of potential measures to manage flood risk at the prioritised 
locations and the final phase included the preparation of an action plan (Appendix A) for 
each priority area, as summarised below. 

Gainsborough Road 

2.2 The study acknowledged the high profile flooding issues associated with Gainsborough 
Road. It concluded that the flood risk in this location is associated with reduced capacity in 
the watercourse owing to the available flood storage and blockage at culvert inlets. It 
advised that the frequency and severity of flooding could be reduced through an improved 
maintenance regime and public engagement. However, the study indicates that these 
options would not prevent flooding during extreme events and capital schemes would be 
required. The study states that further discussion between the flood risk partners would be 
required to determine which, if any, of the following capital schemes should be taken 
forward: 

 Grille replacement/modifications 

 Improvements to the open watercourse and culvert works 

 De-culverting the channel at Brangwyn Walk for open storage 

 Utilise flood storage in the western expansion area 

2.3 Since the study has been published the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy has been 
published for public consultation. This promotes a strategic approach to managing flood risk 
and requires the master plan for the western expansion area to make provision for flood 
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mitigation measures. This policy framework will ensure that the provision of storage in the 
western expansion is considered during the planning stages of the western expansion area 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Flood Risk Management Study. 

2.4 A review of the maintenance regime has also been undertaken since the study was 
completed. As a result the Council has now taken responsibility for checking and clearing 
debris at a greater number of grilles. The Council is also working with Northamptonshire 
County Council to implement a footpath from Nash Close to link to Sower Leys Road to 
allow pedestrian access to and from the development should flooding prevent access from 
Gainsborough Road. 

Cottingham Road 

2.5 Fluvial flood risk has been identified along Cottingham Road which is associated with the 
construction caused at the culvert inlet near Studfall Avenue. Flood risk at this location would 
be reduced through capital works to either increase conveyance or provide flood storage. 
The study indicates that the lowest cost option would be to provide flood storage in the area 
between Willow Brook Road and Studfall Avenue. This option would need to be clarified and 
confirmed following the study. The decision as to whether the proposed provision of flood 
storage is taken forward requires further discussion between flood risk partners. 

Joint area, including Rockingham Road, Newark Drive and Baltic Close 

2.6 Flood risk at this location is considered to be relatively low, with low risk to properties. The 
study concludes that options to reduce flood risk would be beneficial however this should be 
achieved through solutions such as improved maintenance and public engagement rather 
than typically more expensive capital works. 

Middleton 

2.7 Flood risk, either through groundwater or surface water runoff, has been identified in this 
priority area. However the risk is considered to affect a small number of properties, if any. 
Owing to the low risk and relatively minor historical flooding at this location, site specific 
mitigation measures are not facilitated through the study. The proposed flood risk mitigation 
actions are those proposed at a borough wide scale as set out below in paragraph 2.8. 

Rockingham 

2.8 Flood risk associated with the culverted watercourse through Rockingham was identified as 
a source of risk in this priority area. The culvert has been identified to have sufficient 
capacity for the upstream flow. Therefore the study concludes that historical flooding events 
at this location are likely to have been the result of culvert not being able to freely discharge 
at the outlet.  De-culverting the channel upstream of Rockingham is identified as option to 
reduce risk and potential to also provide Water Framework Directive benefits. This option 
would require further discussion between the flood risk partners to determine if the mitigation 
option is feasible enough to progress. 

Borough Wide 

2.9 In addition to the mitigation proposed at the individual priority areas, the following solutions 
are suggested at a Borough-wide scale: 

 Promote an increased capacity in SuDS for new development which could 
provide betterment in the downstream areas. 

 Promote the use of retrofit SuDS measures where appropriate through 
information available on the County Council and Borough Council websites or 
through flood fairs 

 Continue the existing partnership between the key stakeholders. This should 
include all major new development proposals whereby joint flood risk benefits 
could be achieved; and 
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 Liaise with the Highways Agency and local authority highways teams to reduce 
flood risk associated with surface water runoff and promote measures for flood 
risk enhancement 

 3.0 Conclusion 

3.1 The study has been prepared in a collaborative manner. Flood risk partners for Corby have 
been and will continue to work together to reduce flood risk and promote a strategic 
approach to flood risk management in the Borough.  

3.2 Changes to the council’s maintenance regime have been implemented since the study was 
published to reflect the Action Plan, including cleansing of grilles and channel debris 
clearance. The recommendations for future capital work projects will require further 
discussion between flood risk partners. 

3.3 It is recommended that the attached action plan is reviewed and updated as new information 
becomes available. For this reason the study should be viewed as a ‘living document’.  

4.0 Options to be considered (if any) 

No other options. 

5.0 Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities 

Managing flood risk makes a positive contribution to climate change and safer communities 

Financial 

None directly at this time, although implementing the action plan is likely to have financial 
consequences, which will be detailed in further reports if necessary.  

Legal 

None directly related to this report 

Performance Indicators and Best Value 

None directly from this report 

Community Safety, Equalities and Sustainability 

The impacts of the study itself are likely to be positive. All residents in flood risk prone areas, 
including the vulnerable, will benefit from improved knowledge about flood risk, efforts to 
involve communities in the process of identifying flood risk solutions and closer working 
between services and communities. 

Risk 

The study provides a framework for Corby Borough Council and partners to work together to 
reduce risk and prepare for the future.  

6.0 Recommendation 

It is recommended that members approve the Corby Flood Risk Management Study and 
support the action plan set out in Appendix A to this report. 

Background Papers 

None 

External Consultations 

The development of the Corby Flood Risk Management Study had been overseen by a 
senior officer working group including representatives from Northamptonshire County 
Council, Anglian Water and the Environment Agency. 
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List of Appendices 

A. Action Plan 

B. Location Plans 

Officer to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plan Principal Planner (01536) 463185 
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Appendix A – Action Plan 
 
Area  Option 

reference  
Action  Timescales  Option 

predecessor*  
Benefit score  

Gainsborough 
Road 

G1  Quick win  
Review current maintenance regime and create a detailed 
maintenance plan.  

Autumn 2014  None  High  

G2  Quick win  
Plan, advertise and hold a flood fair to be held between 
September and November over the three year plan.  

Autumn 2014  None  High  

GD  Northamptonshire County Council and Corby Borough Council 
discuss the potential benefits for capital schemes along 
Gainsborough Road to reduce flood risk. This discussion would 
determine which options (G3-G7) are taken forward, if any.  

Autumn 2014  None  -  

G3  Implement the option for grille replacement/modification if this 
option is taken forward.  

Spring 2015  GD  High  

G4  Implement the option for improvements to the open watercourse 
and culvert works in this location if this option is taken forward.  

Summer 2015  GD  Medium  

G5  Implement the option for de-culverting the channel at Brangwyn 
Walk if this option is taken forward.  

End 2015 - 
early 2016.  

GD  Low  

G6  Implement the option to utilise the open area along Brangwyn 
Walk for open storage if this option is taken forward.  

Spring 2015  GD  Medium  

G7  Implement the option to utilise flood storage in the Western 
Expansion area in relation to flood risk along Gainsborough Road 
if this option is taken forward.  

End 2015 - 
early 2016  

GD  Low  

Cottingham 
Road 

CD  Northamptonshire County Council and Corby Borough Council 
discuss the potential benefits for capital schemes along 
Cottingham Road to reduce flood risk. This discussion would 
determine which options (C2-C4) are taken forward, if any.  

Autumn 2014  None  -  

C2  Implement the option to provide flood storage between Willow 
Brook Road and Studfall Avenue if this option is taken forward.  

Summer 2015  CD  Medium  

C3  Implement the option to replace the twin culvert if this option is 
taken forward.  

Winter 2016  CD  Low  

C4  Implement the option to utilise flood storage in the Western 
Expansion area in relation to flood risk along Cottingham Road if 

Autumn 2014 - 
ongoing  

CD  Low  
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this option is taken forward.  
Joint Area J1  Quick win 

Increase public awareness through letter dropping and 
information on the LLFA and Corby Borough websites. Social 
media could also be used for this purpose.  

Autumn 2014  None  High  

J2  Quick win  
Encourage residents to report any minor flooding event through a 
letter dropping and information on the LLFA and Corby Borough 
websites. Social media could also be used for this purpose.  

Autumn 2014  None  Medium  

J3  Quick win  
Detailed maintenance plan  

Autumn 2014  None  High  

Middleton No specific actions proposed, refer to Borough-wide plan  
Rockingham RD  Northamptonshire County Council and Corby Borough Council to 

discuss the potential benefits for the proposed works in this 
location. This would determine which, if either, option is taken 
forward.  

Autumn 2014  None  -  

R1  Implement the option for improvements to the open watercourse 
and installation of a flap valve in this location if this option is taken 
forward.  

Spring 2015  RD  Medium  

R2  Implement the option to de-culvert the channel upstream of 
Rockingham if this option is taken forward.  

Spring 2015  RD  Medium  

Borough wide B1  Promote increased capacity in SuDS installed in new 
development which could then provide betterment in downstream 
areas. This is particularly relevant to areas upstream of locations 
with known fluvial flooding problems. The use of SuDS should be 
discussed with the LLFA.  

Autumn 2014 - 
ongoing  

None  High  

B2  Promote the retrofit of SuDS measures where appropriate through 
information available on the LLFA and Corby Borough websites 
and flood fairs.  

Autumn 2014 - 
ongoing  

None  Medium  

B3  Continue the existing partnership between the key stakeholders. 
This should include all major new development proposals 
whereby joint flood risk benefits could be achieved. 

Ongoing  None  High  

B4  Liaise with the Highways Agency and local authority highways 
teams to reduce flood risk associated with surface water runoff 
and promote measures for flood risk betterment.  

Autumn 2014 - 
ongoing  

None  High  
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