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Climate Change is a very serious issue that will affect us all.  Everybody has a duty to reduce the impact 
that we impose on our environment.  We are taking a positive approach to set out plans to minimise the 
impact of climate change in Corby.  We know that a certain amount of change will occur and we must pre-
pare for these changes but we also know that we can mitigate the impacts by changing our daily activities.   

This Climate Change Strategy brings together our ambitions and goals to tackle climate change both 
through mitigation and adaptation.  Our Strategy will feed into the Northamptonshire Climate Change 
Charter that brings together all the Northamptonshire Councils.  Working together will provide benefits 
such as increased funding potential, greater information sharing and enhanced learning from each author-
ity.   

We are very keen to involve the whole community when concentrating on environmental issues and it is 
through this collective effort that Corby residents and partners in business, community and voluntary sec-
tors can really make a difference.  We will continue our dedicated work towards environmental protection 
to enable us to live in a truly sustainable Corby.  

 

Councillor McEwan 

 

 

 

 

Lead Member for the Environment 

Forward – Lead Member for Environment 



 3 

                    Page 

Section 1: What is Climate Change?        4  
1.1 History            6 
1.2 What about the Future?          8 
1.3 Climate Change and Equity         9 
 
Section 2: Action on Climate Change        10 
2.1 International Action on Climate Change        11 
2.2 National Action on Climate Change        12 
2.3 Local Action on Climate Change         13 
 
Section 3: Emissions Inventory and Forecasting       14 
3.1 Corby Carbon Dioxide Emissions         15 
3.2 Corby Domestic Carbon Dioxide Emissions       16 
3.3 Corby Industrial and Commercial Carbon Dioxide Emissions     17 
3.4 Corby Road Transport Carbon Dioxide Emissions      18 
3.5 Corby Borough Council Carbon Dioxide Emissions      19 
 
Section 4: Setting Targets          20 
 
Section 5: Developing an Action Plan        22 
5.1 The Action Plan           23 
5.2 Energy Services           24 
5.3 Transport            27 
5.4 Planning and Regulation          29 
5.5 Waste and Recycling          31 
5.6 Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry       33 
5.7 Adaptation            35 
 
Section 6: Implementing and Communicating the Plan      37 
6.1 The Partnership           38 
6.2 Communication           38 
 
Section 7: Monitoring and Reporting        39 
7.1 Reporting on Emissions          40 
7.2 Reviewing the Actions          40 
7.3 Reviewing the Strategy          40 

Contents 



 4 
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1.1 History 

For thousands of years fuel has been used to produce energy. Originally, this was in the form of 

burning biomass (wood) to produce heat and light. Over the past 300 years, the use of fuel to 

produce energy has risen sharply, and has switched from renewable sources such as wood to 

non-renewable fossil fuels such as coal, oil and most recently gas. These non-renewable fossil 

fuels contain carbon. When the 

fossil fuels are combusted the 

carbon is released into the at-

mosphere where along with oxy-

gen forms carbon dioxide or 

CO2.  

Carbon dioxide is the most 

prominent in a group of six 

greenhouse gases. Greenhouse 

gases in the atmosphere absorb 

radiated energy from the sun - 

without these it is estimated the 

earth would be upto 30°C 

cooler. Concentrations of carbon diox-

ide in the earth’s atmosphere are 

measured by researchers in Antarctica. 

By drilling deep into the ice, measure-

ments of the concentration of carbon 

dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere can 

be traced back upto 400,000 years ago. 

Table 1 shows the six greenhouse 

gases and their main sources.  

What is Climate Change? 

Figure 1: The Greenhouse Effect 

Greenhouse Gas Main Sources 

Carbon dioxide 
(CO2) 

Combustion of fossil fuels in power generation, space and  

water heating, transport, land use change, cement production 

Methane (CH4) 
Agricultural livestock, Landfill, Rice paddies 

Leakage from the gas network and coal mines 

Nitrous oxide (N20) 
Non-livestock agriculture 

Nylon and nitric acid production 

Hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs) Halocarbon production, refrigeration, aerosols 

Perfluorocarbons 
(PFCs) Electronics industry, aluminium production 

Sulphur hexafluoride 
(SF6) 

Magnesium manufacture 
Electrical insulation 

Table 1: Greenhouse Gases 
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Figure 2 shows temperature and CO2 variations in the earths atmosphere over the last 400,000 

years, measured at the Vostok ice core in Antarctica. It can be seen that, from 400,000 years be-

fore present and upto 1950, the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere has always been be-

tween 180-300 ppm (parts per million). 

Figure 2: Temperature and CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere over the past 400,000 years 

A number of things become apparent from figure 2. Firstly, that the earth is going through a cycle, 

lasting roughly 100,000 years that includes both warm and cool periods, and secondly that the 

path of both the temperature and CO2 concentrations graphs follow the same pattern, indicating a 

strong relationship between the two.   

What is Climate Change? 



 8 

From 1958, measurements of CO2 concentra-

tions have been taken from the Mauna Loa ob-

servatory in Hawaii, USA. When the first meas-

urements were taken in March 1958, 315 ppm 

was recorded. Figure 3 shows the changes ob-

served at Mauna Loa from 1958 to 2006.             

Figure 3: CO2 concentrations, observed at Mauna Loa, 1958-2006 

Today, CO2 concentrations have risen to more 

than 380 ppm in just 60 years - over 25% higher 

than at any stage during the period from 

400,000 years before present to 1950. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.2 What about the future? 

The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), reported their fourth assess-

ment in February 2007. Their best estimates 

are for global average surface temperatures be-

tween 2090-2099  to be 1.8 - 4.0°C warmer 

than 1980-1999. Figure 4 shows the range of 

expected temperature increases. 

Figure 4: Projected changes in global temperature 

For the same period, it is expected sea levels 

will rise between 0.18-0.59 metres.  

 

   

 

What is Climate Change? 
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1.3 Climate Change and Equity 

Global emissions of CO2 are not evenly distributed across the population of the world. Figure 5 

shows emissions per capita per country. 

The darker red areas 

show countries with high 

emissions of CO2 per 

capita - it is not a coinci-

dence that these coun-

tries are also industrial-

ised nations.  

 

These industrialised nations account for 16% of world population, but account for: 

♦ 72% of world gross domestic product (GDP) 

♦ 78% of road vehicles 

♦ 50% of global energy use 

♦ 45% of world CO2 emissions 

♦ 70% of carbon monoxide (CO) emissions 

♦ 54% of world nitrogen oxide (N20) emissions 

♦ 70% of chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) emissions 

 

 

What is Climate Change? 

Figure 5: Emissions of CO2 per capita per country 
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2.1 International Action on Climate Change 

Back in 1992, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was set 

up at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Ja-

neiro, Brazil. Voluntary emissions reductions targets were agreed at the meeting, but, as they 

were voluntary, little action followed. In 1997, at the third meeting of the conference of the parties 

(COP3) the Kyoto Protocol was agreed. The Kyoto Protocol set legally binding emissions reduc-

tions targets to be met by a list of countries (and the EU as a whole) known as Annex B countries 

(mainly industrialised or industrialising countries) by the period 2008-12 compared with 1990 

emissions levels. An overview of the individual Kyoto targets, the EU Kyoto targets, and the pro-

gress made by individual countries towards 

them upto 2004 is shown in figure 6. 

In February 2005, the Kyoto Protocol be-

came legally enforceable, after 55 coun-

tries representing more than 55% of global 

greenhouse gas emissions ratified the 

treaty. Currently, only the USA has failed to 

ratify the treaty.  

In February 2007, the G8+5 (political lead-

ers from the UK, USA, France, Germany, 

Italy, Japan, Canada and Russia + China, India, Brazil, 

Mexico and South Africa) met to discuss a post-Kyoto agreement for emissions reductions.   

Action on Climate Change 

Country 
Change 
(1990 - 
2004) 

EU assigned 
objective by 

2012 

Kyoto Obligation 
by 2008-12 

UK -14% 12.5% -8% 
Germany -17% -21% -8% 
Canada +27% N/A -6% 
Australia +25% N/A N/A 
Spain +49% +15% -8% 
USA +16% N/A N/A 
Norway +10% N/A +1% 
New Zealand +21% N/A 0% 
France -0.8% 0% -8% 
Greece +27% +25% -8% 
Ireland +23% +13% -8% 
Japan +6.5% N/A -6% 
Portugal +41% +27% -8% 
EU-15 -0.8% N/A -8% 
Table 2: Kyoto targets and progress made towards them upto 2004 
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2.2 National Action on Climate Change 

Under the commitments of the UNFCCC, the UK government published a climate change strat-

egy in 2000, updated in 2006 describing how they propose to deal with climate change and meet 

international emissions reductions targets. The UK Government has also set a target of a 20% 

emissions reduction on 1990 levels by 2010, and has recently published a draft Climate Change 

Bill setting longer term emissions reductions targets of 60% by 2050, with progress - a 26-32% 

reduction by 2020.  

National Initiatives 

The main initiatives to reduce the UK’s emissions of greenhouse gases are: 

♦ Climate Change Levy - 2001 - a tax on non-domestic energy use 

♦ Renewables Obligation - 2002 - obligation for electricity suppliers to generate a set propor-

tion of their electricity with renewable technologies 

♦ Carbon reduction commitment - 2007 - cap and trade scheme for large non-energy inten-

sive organisations 

♦ Low Carbon Buildings Programme - Grants to assist with installation of renewable energy 

technologies 

♦ Nottingham Declaration - 2000 - A voluntary commitment for Local Authorities to reduce 

emissions 

 

 

Action on Climate Change 
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2.3 Local Action on Climate Change 

In February 2006, Corby Borough Council signed up to the Nottingham Declaration on Climate 

Change. This declaration commits Corby Borough Council to work with central government to de-

liver the aims of the UK Climate Change Programme (2006) and emissions reductions that meet 

the Kyoto target of 12.5%, and the nationally set target of 20% below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 

and 2010 respectively. 

The Nottingham Declaration requires Corby Borough Council to: 

♦ Develop plans with partners and the local community to address the causes and impacts of 

climate change 

♦ Publicly declare a commitment to reduce the emissions associated with the operations of 

the council 

♦  Assess the risk and implications of a changed climate for the councils services and the 

community 

♦ Encourage participation of all sectors in the local community to address mitigation and ad-

aptation 

♦ Monitor and report progress made 

In response to this, Corby Borough Council has prepared this Climate Change Strategy to focus 

the efforts of the council and partners and co-ordinate the actions and measures required to meet 

the obligations as set out above.       

 

Action on Climate Change 
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3.1 Corby Carbon Dioxide Emissions 

The first step towards mitigating the effects of climate change is to recognise where the emis-

sions of greenhouse gases are being emitted from. First, a baseline emissions rate, to which all 

future targets are compared against, needs to be established. For Corby, the baseline year is 

2004, as it is the first year for which full records of all energy consumption and resulting green-

house gas emissions are currently available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: kt CO2 and their sources in Corby (Figures from Department of Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 2007) 

The most significant proportion of emissions in Corby is clearly from the industrial and commer-

cial sector, representing 72% of the total, with the domestic sector accounting for 17%, and trans-

port 11%. Each sector is broken down over the following pages on a fuel by fuel basis.     

 

 

 

 

Emissions Inventory and Forecasting 

kt CO2 and their source

Indust ry and Commercial, 586 kt  
CO2

Domest ic, 133 kt  CO2

Road Transport , 85 kt  CO2



 16 

3.2 Corby Domestic Carbon Dioxide Emissions 

Figure 7 breaks down the domestic emissions by source. Gas is mostly used domestically for 

space heating, but is also used for cooking and to heat water, and accounts for over 50% of the 

emissions, with electricity consumption used for lights and appliances in our homes accounting 

for 40%. 

Initiatives to reduce the emissions from the domestic sector will therefore focus primarily on re-

ducing the requirement for space heating, as not only does it account for a significant proportion 

of the total emissions, significant savings can be made through low cost improvements to the 

housing stock, such as cavity wall and loft insulation.  

Emissions Inventory and Forecasting 

Domestic CO2 Emissions by Source

Domestic Solid fuel
3 kt CO2 - 2%

Domestic products
1 kt CO2 - 1%

Domestic oil
2 kt CO2 - 1%

Domestic Gas
73 kt CO2 - 56%

Domestic Electricity
53 kt CO2 - 40%

Figure 7: Domestic CO2 Emissions by source (Figures from Department of Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 2007) 
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Industrial and Commercial CO2 Emissions by Source

Industrial off road machinery, 
24 kt CO2 - 4%

Agriculture Oil
1 kt CO2 - >1%

Industrial and Commercial  
Process Gases (not including 

energy supply)
101 kt CO2 - 17%

Industrial and Commercial Solid 
fuel (not including energy 
supply) 2 kt CO2 - >1%

Industrial and Commercial Oil 
(not including energy supply), 

30 kt CO2 - 5%

Industrial and Commercial Gas 
226 kt CO2 - 40%

Industrial and Commercial 
Electricity - 202 kt CO2 - 34%

3.3 Corby Industrial and Commercial Carbon Dioxide Emissions 

Emissions savings in the industrial and commercial sector again revolve around gas and electric-

ity consumption, accounting for a combined 74%. As each company has very different require-

ments for energy, each has very different emissions savings opportunities that can be identified 

by working closely with the companies in the borough to identify emissions savings opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emissions Inventory and Forecasting 

Figure 8: Industrial and Commercial CO2 Emissions by source (Figures from Department of Business Enterprise and Regulatory Re-

form, 2007) 
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3.4 Corby Road Transport Carbon Dioxide Emissions 

Emissions from road transport depend on three key factors: 

• The fossil content of the fuel 

• The efficiency of the vehicles 

• The distance travelled 

At present, per capita emissions from road transport in Corby are below the national average. 

However, there is a strong link between road transport emissions and economic growth, and the 

redevelopment of the town centre and vision for a doubling of the population of Corby may signifi-

cantly increase both the total road transport emissions, and the per capita emissions. 

 

 

Emissions Inventory and Forecasting 

Road Transport CO2 Emissions

Road Transport  Minor Roads Diesel 12 kt  CO2 - 
14%

Road Transport  Major  Roads Diesel 28kt  CO2 -  
33%

Road Transport  Minor Roads Pet rol 17 kt  CO2 - 
20%

Road Transport  Major Roads Pet rol 28 kt  CO2 - 
33%

Figure 9: Road Transport CO2 Emissions (Figures from Department of Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 2007) 
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3.5 Corby Borough Council Carbon Dioxide Emissions 

The council owns and operates over 40 buildings and over 50 vehicles that all have an associ-

ated  energy/fuel consumption and resulting carbon dioxide emissions. Below is a breakdown of 

the carbon dioxide emissions resulting from energy use in buildings and fuel use in the council’s 

vehicles in 2004. 

 

Corby Borough Council  

   CO2 Emissions 

Corby Borough Council CO2 Emissions

2553.1t - 72%

149.5t - 4%

860.6t - 24%

Electricity

Gas

Road Transport

Figure 10: Corby Borough Council’s Carbon Dioxide Emissions 
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Now that the emissions of both the borough as a whole and of the council have been quantified, 

a reduction target can be set. It is important that a reduction target is agreed by all members of 

the partnership (the partnership is discussed in section 6).  

The targets for Corby are challenging but realistic, and take into account the national target as 

set by central government. This central government target is for a 26-32% reduction in emissions 

of greenhouse gases by 2020, against baseline emissions from 1990. By 2006, the country as a 

whole had achieved a reduction in emissions of greenhouse gases of 15% against the 1990 

baseline. With this progress in mind, we have set the following targets: 

• 10% reduction on 2004 levels by 2010 

• 17.5% reduction on 2004 levels by 2015 

• 25% reduction on 2004 levels by 2020 

Setting targets every 5 years ensures that this remains a priority for all during the term of the 

strategy. 

Of the factors that could influence greenhouse gas emissions in the borough between now and 

2020, the ambition of the council to double the population by 2030 is likely to have the most sig-

nificant effect. This doubling in population may significantly increase the greenhouse gas emis-

sions from all sectors, with more people comes more homes, more businesses, more industry, 

and more cars. Progress towards meeting the 2020 target will therefore not only be expressed as 

a whole, but also per capita.  

An action plan to set out the ways in which the council will facilitate meeting the emissions reduc-

tion target is set out in the following section. Following on from this section is the ways in which 

the plan will be implemented, and progress monitored and reported.   

Emissions Reductions Targets 
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5.1 The Action Plan 

An action plan sets out the policies, measures and procedures that Corby Borough Council 

hopes to undertake to ‘mitigate’ emissions to meet the reduction target as set out in the previous 

section. To deliver these policies, measures and procedures a partnership approach is required 

that incorporates key stakeholders such as local businesses, the general public and other depart-

ments within the council, as well as other public sector organisations, the community and volun-

tary sectors.  

The framework for mitigation action is divided into the following sectors: 

• Energy Services 

• Transport 

• Planning and Regulation 

• Waste and Recycling 

• Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry 

Aside from Mitigation, the following areas will also form part of the Action Plan: 

• Adaptation 

• Communication 

  

Developing an Action Plan 
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5.2 Energy Services 

Mitigation of greenhouse gases through energy 

services involves using energy more efficiently 

and increasing the uptake of renewable tech-

nologies.  

Energy Efficiency 

Energy efficiency involves performing the same 

activities and tasks, but using less energy.  

The Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) 

1995, requires councils to make significant im-

provements to the energy efficiency of all types 

of dwellings in their area. The target under 

HECA is for a 30% reduction in the energy con-

sumption of dwellings in the area, against 1996 

baseline data. Progress towards this target is 

reported annually by all councils to Defra, and 

upto April 2007 Corby had made improvements 

totalling 16.4% - below the national average of 

a 19.26% improvement.  

Fuel Poverty is defined as households that 

need to spend more than 10% of their income 

on heating their house adequately. The govern-

ment target is to eradicate fuel poverty by 2010 

amongst vulnerable householders, any by 2018 

to eradicate fuel poverty altogether. Significant 

progress has been made since its inception in 

1996.  

Grants are available to householders through 

various schemes to help become more energy 

efficient and combat fuel poverty. 

Below is the ‘Top Ten Energy Saving Tips’: 

1) Install draught proofing 

2) Install brushes and seals to doors and let-

terboxes 

3) Switch to low energy light bulbs 

4) Insulate your hot water tank 

5) Insulate your loft 

6) Insulate wall cavities 

7) Upgrade to a high efficiency boiler 

8) Buy energy efficiency appliances 

9) Install double glazing 

10) Take a ‘Home Energy Check’ with the En-

ergy Saving Trust at: 

www.energysavingtrust.org.uk 

 

 

Energy Services  
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Display Energy Certificate (DEC) 

From April 2008, a Display Energy Certificate 

(DEC) will need to be displayed in all council 

buildings with over 1000m2 useable floor area. 

This certificate will show the energy perform-

ance of the building on  an A-G scale in the 

same way that white goods are labelled. Along 

with this rating, a report of the measures that 

will best improve the en-

ergy rating of the building 

will be provided. The DEC 

is then reviewed and up-

dated on an annual basis 

to take account of the im-

provements that have 

been made during the last 

year.  

 

Renewable Energy 

Renewable technologies convert energy from 

the sun, wind or water to heat or electricity, and 

come in the form of: 

• Solar Hot Water Panels 

• Photovoltaic Panels 

• Wind Turbines 

• Wave and Tidal 

• Hydro 

Again, grants are available to incorporate micro 

renewables into buildings under the Low Car-

bon Buildings Programme (LCBP) to house-

holders, community organisations, schools, the 

public and not for profit sector and private busi-

nesses whom have sufficiently improved the 

energy efficiency of their building.  

 

 

 

 

 

Energy Services 
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Below is an overview of the timetabled actions required to help meet the overarching greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction target as set out previously: 

 

 

 

Energy Services 

Actions Timescales Outcomes Responsibility 
1) Work towards the HECA target of 30% 

improvement in energy efficiency of 
homes across Corby 

Spring 2012 16.44 % at April 
2007 

Environmental Qual-
ity/Sustainability Offi-

cer 
2) Establish an Affordable Warmth Strat-
egy highlighting the need to address fuel 

poverty. 
Spring 2009 Reduce Fuel Pov-

erty in Corby  

Environmental Qual-
ity/National Energy 

Action 

3) To install SMART meters on key Coun-
cil owned buildings to enhance monitor-

ing of energy. 
Spring 2011 

Reduce consump-
tion by identifying 
areas for savings 

Sustainability Officer/
Facilities Manage-

ment 

4) Look into feasibility of adopting micro 
renewables onto other council buildings 

similar to the Chatellerault Court example 
Spring 2011 

Increase demand 
for micro renew-
ables, improve 

CSR, provide ex-
ample of micro re-
newables to public 

Sustainability Officer/
Facilities Manage-

ment 

5) Complete Display Energy Certificates 
(DEC) for all buildings over 1000m2 

Autumn 
2008 

Display the energy 
performance of 

council buildings  
Sustainability Officer 

6) Prioritise and Implement energy effi-
ciency measures identified during DEC 

process 

Autumn 
2009 

 Reduce energy 
consumption Sustainability Officer 

7) Promote the use of CHP and Biomass 
in all new developments  On Going 

Use energy more 
efficiently/use en-
ergy from more 

sustainable 

Sustainability Officer/
Planning 
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5.3 Transport 

Emissions from Transport in the borough ac-

counted for 11% of the total emissions for 2004. 

Whilst it is not necessary or practical to give up 

cars altogether, we do need to think about when 

it is appropriate to use them.  

Public Transport 

In 2003 the Corby Star bus service was 

launched allowing users to travel anywhere 

within the borough for £1.40 per day. Many ser-

vices also link Corby with other towns and cities 

in the locality such as Kettering, Northampton 

and Peterborough.  

In June 2007, plans were agreed for the re-

opening of the Corby Train Station, expected in 

2009 and providing a direct link to central Lon-

don.  

Car Share Scheme 

Corby Borough Council has recently re-

launched the car share scheme encouraging all 

employees to share their daily commute. 

 

 

 

 

Vehicle Fuels 

In 2006, the council replaced many of its vehicle 

fleet of diesel and petrol vans for LPG fuelled 

vans. Emissions of greenhouse gases from 

LPG fuelled vehicles are far lower than both 

diesel and petrol vehicles, and has also resulted 

in significant financial savings for the council.  

Other Forms of Transport 

In September 2007, six bike racks were in-

stalled at both Deene and Grosvenor buildings 

for council employees. It was felt that the lack of 

facilities for cyclists to safely store their cycles 

discouraged them from travelling to work in this 

way. It is hoped that more people will now cycle 

to work now that the facilities are available.  

Council Pool Vehicles 

The council currently owns a small number of 

pool vehicles that are available for staff to use 

for work purposes during working hours. It is 

hoped that these pool vehicles will be replaced 

in the near future with hybrid or electric vehi-

cles, again making significant emissions and 

cost savings. 

Transport 
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Below is an overview of the timetabled actions required to help meet the overarching greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction target as set out previously: 

Transport 

Actions Time-
scales 

Outcomes Responsibility 

1) Investigate possibility of electric/hybrid ve-
hicle for the  Mayoral ceremonial duties 

Spring 
2009 

Reduce transport emissions 
from mayoral duties 

Sustainability 
Officer/
Procurement 
Officer 

2) Purchase low carbon dioxide emitting 'pool' 
vehicles for Council staff to use during work 
hours.  This may include bicycles, scooters 
and electric cars. 

Spring 
2009 

Reduce transport emissions 
from day to day council duties 

Sustainability 
Officer/
Procurement 
Officer 

3) Encourage Council Car Share scheme to 
get staff to travel together and reduce emis-
sions and congestion in Corby. 

Spring 
2009 

Reduce transport emissions 
from staff travelling to work 

Sustainability 
Officer 

4) Establish a Green Travel Plan to advise all 
stakeholders of the travel options available.  
This will include safe walkways, cycle paths, 
local bus routes/times and a train link.  

Spring 
2010 

Reduce transport emissions 
from stakeholders travelling 

Sustainability 
Officer 

5) Encourage local private hire taxi vehicles 
and buses to use low carbon fuel such as 
LPG. 

Spring 
2011 

Reduce transport emissions 
from public transport   

Environmental 
Health/ Sus-
tainability Offi-
cer 

6) Introduce a number of safe cycle lockers 
across the town (i.e Civic Hub, Swimming 
Pool, Town Centre etc) 

Spring 
2010 

Reduce transport emissions 
from the general public 

Special Pro-
jects 

7) Establish a Cycling Strategy Spring 
2009 

Reduce transport emissions 
from the general public 

Sustainability 
Officer/Culture 
and Leisure 

8) Increase and Improve the bus services/
routes within Corby 

Spring 
2012 

Reduce transport emissions 
from public transport   

Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 

9) Investigate the opportunity of a light rail 
service connecting Corby to Kettering and 
Wellingborough 

Spring 
2012 

Reduce transport emissions 
from public transport   

Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 

10) Promote the connection of the new rail 
station at Corby north as well as south to con-
nect to other routes  

Spring 
2012 

Reduce transport emissions 
from public transport   

Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 
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5.4 Planning and Regulation 

Climate change is now at the heart of national 

planning policies (PPS 1), with planning seen 

as an effective framework for delivery of sus-

tainable developments.  

Planning Policies 

The North Northants Core Spatial Strategy pub-

lished by the North Northants Joint Planning 

Unit currently proposes that all new develop-

ments over 25 dwellings have 30% of their 

power, heating and cooling requirements from 

renewable energy sources and that BREEAM/

Eco-Homes ‘very good’ (Level 3 of the Code for 

Sustainable Homes) standard is met.  

New Developments 

The ‘Civic Hub’ and the new swimming pool 

have both been designed to meet BREEAM  

standard, utilising 

renewable energy technologies, rain water har-

vesting, thermal mass, natural ventilation and 

green roofs amongst other features, complying 

with the highest level under the assessment.  

 

 

To the east of Corby, a 385 hectare site that 

was once quarried for ironstone for use in the 

steel works has been identified for develop-

ment. It is proposed that over 5,000 homes and 

more than 14 hectares of employment space, 

including 4 schools be built in phases spanning 

upto 18 years.  

Work has already begun with the planning con-

sultants to develop an on-site renewable energy 

generation strategy for the development. It is 

hoped that by promoting the development of a 

better standard of both commercial and domes-

tic buildings from the outset, the total energy 

demand of the site will be minimised, and there-

fore proposals for generating energy on-site will 

be easier to meet.    

Priors Hall Proposal 

Planning and Regulation 
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Below is an overview of the timetabled actions required to help meet the overarching greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction target as set out previously: 

 

Planning and Regulation 

Actions Time-
scales 

Outcomes Responsibility 

1) Develop an on-site energy 
generation strategy for Priors 
Hall. 

Spring 
2010 

Reduce annual energy demand of 
large development, increase de-
mand for renewables   

 Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 

2) Encourage adoption of the 
Code for Sustainable Homes 
level 3 standard prior to 2010. 

Spring 
2010 

New homes will meet improved 
environmental standards earlier 
than is required nationally.  

Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 

3) Encourage planning applica-
tions for large scale renewable 
energy developments, and mi-
cro-generation projects on ex-
isting properties. 

Spring 
2013 

Increase demand and uptake of 
renewables 

Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 

4) Agree and implement Policy 
15 of the Core Spatial Strategy 
for North Northamptonshire 

Summer 
2008 

More stringent environmental 
standards for future planning ap-
plications, both domestic and 
non-domestic 

Planning 

5) Ensure further town centre 
development meets at least 
BREEAM ‘very good’ standards 
in keeping with the example set 
by the civic hub and swimming 
pool development. 

Ongoing Buildings open to the public meet 
efficient energy standards, pro-
moting renewables and low-
energy building design 

Planning/
Sustainability 
Officer 

6) Develop a ‘zero-carbon vil-
lage’ at the site of the old depot 
on Cottingham Road. 

Spring 
2011 

Scheme will be among the first in 
the country of this size, thus pro-
moting Corby as an 
‘environmentally friendly’ place to 
live.  

CB Property/
Sustainability 
Officer/Planning 
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5.5 Waste and Recycling 

The houses in Corby produce an estimated 

24,000 tonnes of waste each year. When waste 

decomposes anaerobically (without oxygen) it 

can release carbon dioxide and/or methane, 

which are both greenhouse gases. Leachate is 

also produced which can pollute both ground 

and surface water. 

The waste hierarchy is as follows: 

A three-bin fortnightly domestic collection 

scheme is in place in Corby. . Since the three-
bin scheme has been in place, recycling 
rates have increased to over 43% (first quar-
ter, 2007) 

 

 

 

The government target for domestic recycling is 

for 40% of waste to be home composted or re-

cycled by 2010, increasing to 45% by 2015 and 

50% by 2020.  

To promote the recycling of materials used in 

the Council offices, a number of ‘Slim Jim’ bins 

are strategically located around the council 

buildings. These ‘Slim Jim’ bins allow separate 

collection of paper, cans and plastic for recy-

cling. Cardboard is also collected separately by 

the caretakers. National targets for the recycling 

of municipal waste is for 53% to be recycled by 

2010.  

The Council is also working to provide a recy-

cling service to commercial and industrial units 

within the borough. Currently, no such service 

exists, but increased interest from the commer-

cial and industrial sector has led to the possibil-

ity of collections of separated waste in the near 

future.   

Waste and Recycling 
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Below is an overview of the timetabled actions required to help meet the overarching greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction target as set out previously: 

 

Waste and Recycling 

Actions Timescales Outcome Responsi-
bility 

1) Increase domestic composting and 
recycling rates to exceed government 
targets. 

Spring 2010, 
2015 and 
2020 

Increase amount of waste that is 
recycled 

Education 
Officer 

2) Increase ‘in-house’ (Grosvenor and 
Deene House) recycling levels to 90% 

Spring 2011 Increase amount of waste that is 
recycled 

Sustainability 
Officer/
Education 
Officer 

3) Increase awareness of waste minimi-
sation and recycling across the Corby 
Borough 

Spring 2009 Communicate benefits of recycling 
and waste minimisation  

Education 
Officer/ Sus-
tainability 
Officer 

4) Continue working with the Northamp-
tonshire Waste Partnership to establish 
other means other than landfill to process 
waste. 

Spring 2010 Reduce tonnage of waste that is 
sent to landfill 

Education 
Officer/
Environ-
mental Qual-
ity 

5) Introduce a trade waste recycling ser-
vice 

Spring 2011 Increase amount of waste from 
businesses that is recycled 

Environ-
mental Qual-
ity 
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5.6 Land Use, Land Use Change and For-
estry 

It is estimated that over 2500 Gt carbon is 

stored in the vegetation and soils of the planet. 

Destroying or disturbing these stocks releases 

carbon into the atmosphere, and sometimes re-

duces the capacity of the planet to store carbon. 

Corby is a rural borough, with large parts of the 

area used for farming and agriculture or as 

parks and forests open to the public. Managing 

and developing these areas is essential to en-

sure that they remain as carbon sinks and do 

not become carbon sources. 

County Wide Initiatives 

The Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

(NBAP) and the Northamptonshire Environ-

mental Network (NEN) work to enhance and 

maintain the rural areas of Northamptonshire as 

a whole, covering Corby in their work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corby ‘CAN’ Recycle 

The council last year took part in a 

scheme to recycle aluminium cans in 

exchange for trees with a company called Alu-

pro. Last year 49 tonnes of aluminium cans 

were exchanged for 49 trees which were 

planted within the borough.  

A new scheme run by Alupro started in July 

2007, with the aluminium tonnage this time be-

ing converted into fruit trees to be planted in 

Malawi, Southern Africa.  

 

 

 

 

 

Land use, Land use change 

and Forestry 
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Below is an overview of the timetabled actions required to help meet the overarching greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction target as set out previously: 

 

 

Land use, Land use change 

and Forestry 

Actions Time-
scales 

Outcomes Responsibility 

1) Work in Partnership with the Northamptonshire 
Environmental Network to deliver priorities set out 
in the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Spring 
2010 

Improve biodiversity 
conservation 

Sustainability Offi-
cer 

2) Work with other private sector businesses to 
regenerate disused land and brownfield sites in 
Corby to create parkland areas and encourage 

growth in wildlife areas. 

Spring 
2010 

Increase potential for 
CO2  absorption, re-
generate disused ar-

eas  

Sustainability Offi-
cer/Leisure/

Neighbourhood 
Pride 

3) Set up annual tree planting events to increase 
the number of trees located in natural habitats. 

Spring 
2010 

Increase potential for 
CO2  absorption  

Sustainability Offi-
cer/Education Offi-

cer 

4) Encourage "Friends of……" groups to help 
maintain and protect natural habitats within the 

Corby Borough. 

Spring 
2010 

Develop community 
groups to conserve 

biodiversity  

Leisure 

5) Take part in Alupro campaign Spring 
2010 

Reduce waste sent to 
landfill, increase trees 
planted both in Corby 
and in unindustrialised 

nations 

Education Officer/
Sustainability Offi-

cer 

6) Produce 100 tonnes of biomass for commercial 
purposes from our woodlands. 

Spring 
2010 

Improve availability 
and supply of biomass 
as a source of energy 

Sustainability Offi-
cer 
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5.7 Adaptation 

A changing climate is almost certain. Due to the 

‘lag’ that exists in the climate system of about 

30 years, even the best efforts to reduce green-

house gas emissions now will not be felt for an-

other 30 years. During the 20th Century, aver-

age temperatures warmed by about 0.6°C. As a 

result of previous actions, 8 of the 10 warmest 

years since records began have been since 

1990.  

Adapting to the effects of a changing climate is 

necessary if we are to take advantage of the 

opportunities and minimise the threats. Some of 

the effects of climate change are well known: 

warmer wetter winters and hotter drier summers 

for example. But more specific details for the 

Corby area are required if we are to adapt ef-

fectively. 

UKCIP 

The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) 

conducts research into the effects of climate 

change at regional and national level. The  

 

 

 

scenarios presented by the UKCIP were devel-

oped by the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change 

Research at the University of East Anglia and 

the Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and 

Research at the Met Office. The UKCIP pro-

vides advice and guidance to stakeholders, with 

businesses and local authorities amongst those 

that have joined. Northamptonshire County 

Council has already signed up to the UKCIP 

programme and has attended regional work-

shops and seminars. The most recent workshop 

promoted LCLIPs - Local Climate Impact Pro-

grammes.  

An LCLIP for Corby in conjunction with 

Northants County Council would set out the 

specific impacts of climate change for the Corby 

area, and would help aid the development of a 

county wide programme.  

 

 

 

 

Adaptation 
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Below is an overview of the timetabled actions required to help Corby adapt to a changing cli-

mate: 

 

 

Actions Timescales Outcomes Responsibility 

1) Work through the UKCIP  

Adaptation Wizard 

Spring 2009 Identify and adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change for 

Corby 

Sustainability Offi-
cer 

2) Register with UKCIP to be-
come a stakeholder and de-

velop specific adaptation plan 
for the Corby area.  

Spring 2009 Identify and adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change for 

Corby 

Sustainability Offi-
cer 

3) Develop a Local Climate 
Impact Profile (LCLIP) for 

Corby 

Spring 2011 Identify and adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change for 

Corby 

Sustainability Offi-
cer 

4) Asses, Implement and 
monitor the adaptation initia-

tives identified 

Spring 2013 Identify and adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change for 

Corby 

Sustainability Offi-
cer 

Adaptation 
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Section 6 

Implementing 
and  

Communicating 
the Plan 
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 6.1 The Partnership 

Corby Borough Council alone cannot achieve the greenhouse gas emissions target. A partner-

ship approach is required to successfully meet all of the planned actions and objectives.  

The partnership approach requires the local authority to work alongside the voluntary sector, 

businesses, local strategic partnership and other interest groups. Some of the partners may im-

plement their own measures whilst other measures may affect many or all of the partners. Co-

ordinating these actions is essential if the target is to be met. 

6.2 Communication 

Communicating the strategy to the people of Corby is essential if the target is to be recognised 

and met.  

A period of consultation with stakeholders will first take place before the strategy is fully adopted. 

Comments and suggestions from this period of consultation will feed into the final document be-

fore it is adopted.  

Once the document is fully adopted, it will be made available in as many formats as possible to 

all people of the borough.  

 

 

 

Implementation and                        
Communication 
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Section 7 

Monitoring  
and  

Reporting 
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Monitoring and reporting is an ongoing process 

throughout the timescale of the emissions re-

duction target to 2020. Reviewing and updating 

the strategy and the progress made towards 

meeting the target is essential to take note of 

the changes that occur over the time period. 

Making the partners aware of the progress to-

wards the target is also essential to keep them 

on board and aware of the benefits of the re-

ductions made. 

7.1 Reporting on Emissions 

Currently emissions data is available annually 

from Defra or the DBERR. However, this data is 

currently supplied 2-3 years after the period 

ends - 2004 data was not available until 2007 

for example. It is likely that this data will be-

come more accurate and more freely available 

as central government and its departments 

move to meet national and international emis-

sions reductions targets. There are other meth-

ods of measuring emissions from a borough 

such as Corby but each has associated draw-

backs.  

 

 

 

7.2 Reviewing the Actions  

Within the action plan are a number of time re-

lated objectives. Reviewing and updating these 

objectives as they are completed, and adding 

others to the plan as they are identified is es-

sential to keep the partnership working towards 

continually reducing emissions. It is hoped that 

a review of each of the areas identified in the 

action plan is carried out at least once a year. 

It will be possible to measure direct emissions 

reductions from some but not every action iden-

tified in the plan.  

7.3 Reviewing the Strategy 

Though the actions included in the plan will be 

reviewed on an annual basis, it is proposed that 

the strategy as a whole be reviewed and up-

dated every 3-5 years.  

 

 

 

Monitoring and Reporting 
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Below is a list of organisations and groups that have an interest and that can provide more infor-

mation about climate change: 

Energy Saving Trust—information for individuals: www.energysavingtrust.org.uk 

Carbon Trust—information for businesses: www.carbontrust.co.uk 

Defra—National Climate Change Programme and Climate Change Bill: www.defra.gov.uk 

Climate Challenge—Tomorrow’s Climate, Today’s Challenge: www.climatechallenge.gov.uk 

United Nations Environmental Programme—International Framework for action: www.unep.org 

Act On CO2—individual carbon footprint calculator: www.direct.gov.uk/ActOnCO2 

Low Carbon Buildings Programme—grants for renewable energy installations: 

www.lowcarbonbuildingsprogramme.org.uk 

Warm Front—energy efficiency grants for homeowners: www.warmfront.co.uk 

Sustainable Development Commission—Independent government watchdog on sustainable de-

velopment: www.sd-commission.org.uk 

Sustainable Development—national government guidance for a sustainable future: 

www.sustainable-development.gov.uk 

For more information, please contact the Policy and Strategy Department on: 

01536 464685 

policy.strategy@corby.gov.uk 

www.corby.gov.uk 

 

Climate Change Links 


