
 
 

 

Corby Borough Council Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) Report 2017 

Aim and purpose 

This report has been produced to comply with the Home Energy Conservation Act. The Act 

recognises the key role local authorities play in improving energy efficiency of the residential 

accommodation in their area. Under section 5(1) (b) of the Act, the Secretary of State for Energy and 

Climate Change requires all authorities to prepare further reports setting out energy conservation 

measures that the authority considers practicable, cost-effective and likely to make significant 

improvement in the energy efficiency of residential properties.  

Background on Corby 

Corby was designated a new town in 1951 and is where the majority of the Borough’s population 

lives - the remainder living in the seven surrounding villages. Despite the urban characteristics there 

are large tracts of countryside and green space within the Borough. The area was formerly a centre 

for the steel industry, and while the closure of the steelworks in the 1980’s had a significant 

economic and social effect on the area, in recent years a major growth and regeneration programme 

has seen a transformation of the towns public infrastructure including new shopping centre, theatre, 

civic offices and swimming pool together with major new housing development. The population of the 

Borough of Corby was 60,990 at the time of the 2011 census and in 2016 the town was recorded as 

one of the UK’s fastest growing places, population is currently estimated at more than 65,400.  

Type of buildings  

The buildings are predominantly two-storey semi-detached houses with a mix of styles and 

construction types.  The majority of the houses are constructed of solid brick or non-traditional walls 

(no-fines concrete, PRC (Wates), steel frame (BSF) that are thermally very inefficient.   

Corby Borough Council Housing Stock 

The Council currently owns many of the residential properties. They also have their own direct works 

department and ideally they would carry out the energy efficiency improvements to the buildings in 

order to maximise the economic benefits of the scheme for the local economy and to facilitate the roll 

out of a similar programme to other areas in the Borough.  

Corby Borough Council currently has a strong home improvement programme focused on tackling 

fuel poverty amongst the boroughs most vulnerable groups. In addition, it is engaged in a number of 

innovative new home build and sustainable transport projects. 
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Partnership 



 
 

Corby Borough Corby works in partnership with a number of organisations including: 

 Electric Corby Community Interest Company (EC CIC) 

 Northants Warm Homes Partnership (NWHP) 

 Northants Climate Change Officers Group (NCCOG)  

 East Midlands Carbon Action Network (EMCAN)  

 North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (NNJPU)   

 Climate Local and Climate East Midlands 

Formed with the support of Corby Borough Council, Electric Corby CIC aim is to develop and test 

new environmentally sustainable living and transport technologies. In partnership with the Council, 

Electric Corby CIC plans to assist in making Corby the UK’s leading practical centre for low carbon 

living, working and transport.  

Policy and Strategy 

The Council has committed to helping the most vulnerable residents in keeping warm and healthy 

homes through actions and activities outlined in our Affordable Warmth Strategy 2013-2016. We 

actively work with the NHS Corby Clinical Commissioning Group to deliver awareness of how to keep 

warm and cool in severe weather events. 

As a Council we monitor our carbon emissions and environmental initiatives in a number of ways:  

Existing Corby strategies which relate to housing 

 North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 2008 providing the long term strategic 

planning framework for growth and regeneration 

 Corby Regeneration Framework 2003-2033 

 Corby Borough Council Climate Local Commitment 2014  

 Corby Borough Council Environmental Sustainability Strategy ‘Action on Climate Change’ 

2014-2019 

 Corby Borough Council Affordable Warmth Strategy 2013-2016.  

 Corby Borough Council Housing and Homeless Strategy 2014-19 

 

Corby Borough Council is committed to a greener and healthier Borough and our priorities are 

outlined under the theme of Climate Change and Environment in our Corporate Plan.  To further our 

commitment we have refreshed our Environmental Policy and we have become a signatory of the 

Climate Local Commitment.  

 

 

The Environmental Sustainability Strategy sets out our Environmental Policy and Climate Local 
priorities and environmental actions in one document. This strategy outlines the pathway towards a 
low carbon economy that will serve the Community’s long term interests, as well as increasing our 
awareness of how to become a climate resilient borough. 

http://www.electriccorby.co.uk/event/an-inconvenient-truth/
http://www.northantswarmhomes.com/
http://www.greenernorthants.org/
http://www.can.uk.net/
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
http://www.local.gov.uk/climate-local
http://www.climate-em.org.uk/
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/CBC%20Affordable%20Warmth%20Strategy%202013%20-%202016.pdf
http://www.corbyccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/The%20Regeneration%20Framework%20Catalyst%20Corby%20%28January%202003%29.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corby%20Climate%20Local%20Commitment.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/CBC%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Strategy%20-%20Action%20on%20Climate%20Change%202014-2019.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/CBC%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Strategy%20-%20Action%20on%20Climate%20Change%202014-2019.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/CBC%20Affordable%20Warmth%20Strategy%202013%20-%202016.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/housing-and-neighbourhood-services/housing-strategy-and-regeneration/housing-related-strategies


 
 

We will progressively address the risks and pursue opportunities presented by climate change, in line 

with local priorities, through our role as: 

 Community leader – helping local people and businesses to be smarter about their energy 
use and to prepare for climate impacts. 

 

 Service provider – delivering services that are resource efficient, less carbon intensive, 
resilient and that protect those who are most vulnerable to climate impacts; 

 Estate manager – ensuring that our own buildings and operations are resource efficient, use 
clean energy, and are well prepared for the impacts of a changing climate. 

 

 

Contact 

For further information and to contact Corby Borough Council visit www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-

corby/contact-green-corby 

 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-corby/contact-green-corby
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-corby/contact-green-corby


 
 

 

HECA 2017 Action Plan  

The following Action plan takes in to account actions agreed by the Corby Borough Council’s One Corby Policy Committee which are 

aligned to actions in the Corby Affordable Warmth Strategy, the Corby Environmental Sustainability Strategy ‘Action on Climate Change’, 

and the Housing and Homeless Strategy. 

 

Commitment: To ensure that our community have warm and healthy homes and decrease the carbon emissions from the 

domestic sector 

Justification: Help mitigate the extent of climate change from the housing sector, reduce fuel poverty and maximise household income. 

 
Scheme Specific action(s)

 

 

Measure Timescale  

1. Reduce Carbon 

emissions from the 

domestic sector 

Improve the energy and thermal 

efficiency of all properties, including 

usage of modern technologies, using 

ECO or relevant funding in the social 

housing sector 

( Electric Corby CIC, CBC 

Neighbourhood Pride, and CBC 

Environmental Quality) 

 

- Improve SAP rating of Corby’s 

social housing 

- Number of homes with ECO 

measures 

- Number of ‘A’ rated boilers and 

saving controls in social 

housing 

- Ongoing  

 



 
 

2. Retrofit and new 

build 

Support the Electric Corby CIC ‘Zero 

Energy Bill’ and Smart Cities concept 

in new and existing homes promoting 

and increasing the awareness.  

( Electric Corby CIC, CBC 

Neighbourhood Pride, and CBC 

Environmental Quality) 

- Increase the number of homes 

with clean technology solutions   

-Ongoing 

 

3. Improve affordable 

warmth 

- Target the most vulnerable 

households in our community 

helping alleviate fuel poverty and 

build resilience in extreme 

weather events (hot and cold) 

- Develop low carbon zones 

targeting areas of deprivation in 

particular addressing hard to treat 

homes 

 

( CBC Environmental Quality with 

CCCG) 

- Decrease the number of fuel 

poor households in the 

borough  

- Improve sub 35 SAP homes 

- Review Affordable Warmth 

Strategy  

- Ongoing 

CBC  

 

- Ongoing  



 
 

4. Work with partners Actively promote the take up of 

energy efficiency measures through 

relevant funding opportunities, to 

improve home insulation and heating 

systems in the private sector, in 

particular to ensure minimum 

standards in the private housing 

rented sector 

 

- Improve SAP rating of homes 

 

- Spring 2018  

  

5. Increase awareness Enhance community awareness of 

Green Deal ECO, Smart Meters, 

Switching Energy, Community 

Energy, and energy related benefits 

 

- Number of events and social, 

written and radio media 

- Switching survey 

- On going 

CBC Environmental Quality, 

Neighbourhood Pride, Electric 

Corby CIC, NHWP 

6. Renewable 

alternatives for 

energy  

Enhance the usage of solar panels 

on public housing  

- Up 10 1000 homes to be fitted 

with solar panels 

-  Households will be signposted 

to gain advise and 

understanding of photovoltaic 

installations 

- Autumn 2017  



 
 

 

7. Energy Resilience & 

Local Generation 

Corby Borough Council is currently 
investigating the options for energy 
resilience & encouraging local 
Generation in the District. This 
includes looking at the development of 
District Heat Networks as well as 
potential large scale renewable 
generation & shipping for local use. 

As part of the Heat Network Delivery 

Unit (HNDU) project, and energy heat 

network and master planning across 

the borough will highlight deprived 

areas that could benefit from being 

part of a heat network. 

 
 

 

- Installation following desktop 

studies for suitability. 

- Heat network application  

- 2017 summer  

 

- Ongoing  

8. Minimum standards in 

the private rental sector 

Corby Borough Council is looking at 
ways of engaging with private sector 
landlords to work with them to improve 
domestic energy performance in one 
of the most difficult sectors of the local 
dwelling stock. 

-  -Ongoing  



 
 

 

 

   

9. Retrofit & New Build  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue supporting the Electric 

Corby CIC ‘Zero Energy Bill’ and 

Smart Cities concept in new and 

existing homes promoting and 

increasing ‘green alternatives’.  

Solar installations on housing stock – 

400 – 1000 households are to have 

panels. 

 

 

-Increase the number of homes 

with clean technology solutions 

-  Monitor legislation and the UK 

Carbon Plan 2011  

 

 

Ongoing  

 

Ongoing  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

10. Fuel Poverty 

 

 

 

-Develop flexible eligibility criteria.  

-We will signpost households seeking to install energy 

efficiency measures to available schemes. We will 

engage with county wide group to establish flexible 

eligibility criteria.  

-Work with Robin Hood to introduce switching to fuel 

poor homes so that they can better manage their energy.  

- Target the most vulnerable households in our 

community helping alleviate fuel poverty and build 

resilience in extreme weather events (hot and cold) 

-Develop low carbon zones targeting areas of 

deprivation in particular addressing hard to treat homes 

-Pilot scheme undertaken with Robin Hood on void 

properties 

 

-CBC Environmental Quality with CCCG 

- Decrease the number of fuel 

poor households in the 

borough  

- Improve sub 35 SAP homes 

- Work with surrounding local 

organisation to reach the 

wider community.  

- Potential heat clusters 

identified, feasibility survey 

to be completed.   

- The total figures for Corby 

postcodes up to 12th April: 

- Currents Gas – 593 

properties have switched 

- Electricity – 790 have 

switched 

 

- Ongoing  

 

 

- Ongoing  

- 2017 summer   

 

 

- Summer 2018  

 

 

- March 2018  

 

- April 2018  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress from 2015 HECA report:   

 

The Green Deal: The Green Deal scheme is no longer running. ECO measures have been installed in the District including measures such as 

solid wall insulation, boiler installs and loft insulation. The Council continues to signpost residents to the not-for-profit organisation Flourish 

Partnership in relation to loft and cavity wall insulation enquiries. Flourish Partnership hold a list of approved installers and will arrange an 

initial survey for the householder. The Council submitted a consultation response regarding the proposed new changes to ECO. 

Carbon emissions reduction:  

"The latest statistics available for 2014 show that our per capita CO2 emissions from the domestic sector reduced to 1.8 tonnes. There was a 
reduction in the number of households living in fuel poverty from the previous dataset. Current data shows 10.6% of households living in fuel 
poverty in 

2014 which is the same as the average for England."  

 

Tackling fuel poverty remains a key priority. The current rate for Corby is 8%, the lowest in Northamptonshire, however when looking at 
overall key poverty measures, Corby consistently scores as more deprived than the other districts in Northants.  



 
 

 

 

   

 


