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Dear Resident 

We recognise that our Council has an important role acting as estate 
manager in ensuring that our own buildings and operations are 
resource efficient, use clean energy, and are well prepared for the 
impacts of a changing climate. 

The Council continues to be committed to becoming a greener borough 
through pursuing various initiatives, with key partners such as Electric 
Corby CIC, that encourage low carbon living, working and 
transportation.  

This previous year we have endorsed our Corporate Plan 2015-2020 
called ‘PRIDE in Corby’. Our Corporate Plan sets out what our priorities 
are for the upcoming years, including carbon reduction, and what we 
plan to achieve through our service areas, to ensure we are providing a 
borough that we can all be proud of and services that rank with the very 
best. 

In 2014 the Council endorsed a new Environmental Policy and the 
Corby Environmental Sustainability Strategy called ‘Action on Climate 
Change’.  

In 2015/16 the Council has decreased its greenhouse gas emissions by 
3831 tCO2e or by 47% since we started recording in 2008/9. 

This success reflects our commitment to doing as much as we can to 
mitigate the effects of climate change, by reducing the greenhouse gas 
emissions created by our operations through our use of electricity, gas 
and vehicle fuels. 

This report presents our progress in reducing these emissions over the 
last eight years.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 
 

Councillor Mark Pengelly 
Lead Member for Climate Change and Environment 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/council/council-democracy/corporate-plan-2015-2020
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/council/council-democracy/corporate-plan-2015-2020
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Environmental%20Policy%202014.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-corby/environmental-policy-and-climate-local
http://www.corby.gov.uk/home/green-corby/environmental-policy-and-climate-local
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1. Introduction 

This report is produced to make available details of Corby Borough 
Council’s greenhouse gas emissions, and to comply with a UK 
Government request that local authorities measure and report the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from their own estate and 
operations. 

The Government has identified 3 types of emissions described as 
follows. 

Scope 1 

These are activities that are owned or controlled by the Council and 
release emissions straight into the atmosphere. These are direct 
emissions and include combustion of natural gas in Council owned 
boilers and combustion of fuel in vehicles. 

Scope 2 

These are emissions that are released into the atmosphere associated 
with the consumption of purchased electricity. The most common type 
of scope 2 emission is electricity purchased for own consumption from 
the National Grid. 

Scope 3 

These are emissions that are not scope 2 emissions, they are a 
consequence of the Council’s actions, but which occur at sources that 
the authority does not own or control. An example of scope 3 emissions 
is business travel by vehicles not owned or controlled by the Council – 
for example staff using their own cars for Council business. 

Data to be reported 

The Government recommends that the Council reports scope 1 and 2 
emissions; the reporting of scope 3 emissions is discretionary. This 
report for Corby Borough Council looks at scope 1, 2 and some scope 
3 emissions. Further information on included data is provided in section 
6. 
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2. Greenhouse gas emissions 
 Annual tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e) from 

2008/9 to 2015/16 

 8/9 9/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

Scope 1 5,908 2,924 2,562 2,626 2,554 2,246 2,052 2,286 

Scope 2 2,231 2,529 2,540 2,234 2,216 1,913 2,404 2,052 

Scope 3 66 70 47 46 44 47 36 36 

Total gross 
emissions 

8,205 5,523 5,149 4,906 4,814 4,206 4,492 4,374 

Percentage 
reduction (%) 

n/a 33% 37% 40% 41% 49% 45% 47% 

Intensity measure 

(tCO2e per £m 
revenue 
expenditure) 

134.9 95.7 84.0 75.7 70.3 71.8 76.9 74.9 

Table 1: GHG emissions data for period 2008/9 to 2015/16 (lower is 
better) 

The above data shows that since 2008/9 the authority has achieved a 
3,831 tonne reduction of total annual emissions which is a 47% 
reduction. 

In the past eight years: 

 Scope 1 emissions, from vehicle fuel and natural gas 
consumption, show a reduction of 3,622 tonnes or decrease of 
61%. 

 Scope 2 emissions, from electricity consumption, show an 
decrease of 179 tonnes, or an increase of 8%. 

 Scope 3 emissions, those not in our direct control (such as use 
by employees of their own vehicles for council business), show 
a decrease of 30 tonnes, or a decrease of 45%. 

 Intensity measure of carbon emitted by the revenue expenditure 
has decreased by 60 tCO2e/£M, or a decrease of 44% 
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This past year there has been a decrease in electricity use (scope 2) by 
15%, and no change in business mileage (under scope 3). However, 
this past year the Council has increased emissions from gas 
consumption and fleet vehicle use (scope 1) by 11%. Overall carbon 
emissions have therefore decreased by 3%. 

Emissions per million pounds of revenue expenditure decreased by 3% 
between 2014/15 and 2015/16 due to the decrease in overall carbon 
emissions, as revenue spent has remained a similar amount this past 
year. 

3. Carbon management progress 

Carbon dioxide is the principal greenhouse gas emitted by public sector 
organisations.  

Corby Borough Council is committed to reducing its carbon footprint 
through our Corporate Plan and in 2014/15 the Council published its 
Climate Local ‘Action on Climate Change’ five year action plan.  

We recognise that not only will reducing our carbon footprint help 
mitigate the effects of climate change, but it can also save the authority 
– and hence our residents - money. As the price of electricity, gas and 
vehicle fuel continues to rise, efficiencies are needed just to prevent 
current fuel expenditure from increasing. 

The reduction in scope 1 emissions over the past eight years has 
resulted from the substantial reduction in gas consumption in council 
buildings. Much of this is from the new swimming pool facility which 
uses significantly less gas than the old swimming pool and the heating 
from the old Willow Complex which has now been replaced by the 
Cube.  

Notable changes this past year have been; 

 Set up of an internal High Energy Users group focused on the 
top 10 users of electricity and gas across the estate. 
 

 The Depot had an 35kW solar photovoltaic array installed in 
October 2015. This has resulted in a 20% reduction in grid 
electricity use over the winter months. To date the array has 
produced 20,000kWh of green electricity.  
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 Every Departmental Management Team have received an 
energy reduction presentation, and all areas of the Council now 
has an Eco representative, who assist with undertaking a 
number of energy audits. This has had a positive impact of 65% 
improvement of equipment being switched off.  
 

 Following a second fleet review with the Energy Saving Trust 
under the OLEV’s Ultra Low Emissions Vehicle Readiness 2 
scheme, the Council have been successful in receiving funding 
to lease hire 3 fully electric vans for Environmental Services. 
Taking the fleet to 10 electric vehicles (13% of the fleet). This 
previous year the Council installed 6 new charge points, 
including 1 dual point in the Cube undercroft, and 1 new rapid 
charger at the depot. 
 

 An increase in gas use under scope 1 has been caused by the 
increase in use at the Cube (40%), Deene House (8%) and 
Grosvenor House (8%). This year investigations have been 
initiated in order to assess the suitability of an energy 
performance contract to reduce gas and electricity use from the 
top energy users across the council’s building portfolio.   

 

4. Approach to measurement 

The UK Government’s ‘Sharing information on greenhouse gas 
emissions from local authority own estate and operations (previously NI 
185)’ has been followed. And conversion factors have been updated for 
2013 which has shown a reduction in greenhouse gas from grid 
electricity due to a reduction in coal fired produced electricity and an 
increase in renewable grid electricity. Methodology used can be found 
at:  
 www.gov.uk/sharing-information-on-greenhouse-gas-emissions-from-
local-authority-own-estate-and-operations-previously-ni-185 

5. Organisational boundary 

All areas of operation have been considered. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ultra-low-emission-vehicles-getting-wider-public-sector-fleets-ready
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ultra-low-emission-vehicles-getting-wider-public-sector-fleets-ready
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6. Operational scopes 

All scope 1 emissions have been measured with the exception of 
‘fugitive’ emissions from air conditioning and refrigeration in office 
buildings. It was considered that these emissions would be difficult to 
measure accurately and would represent a negligible percentage of our 
total scope 1 emissions. All scope 2 emissions are included. Scope 3 
consists solely of business mileage in private cars.  

The table below gives a more detailed breakdown of emissions from 
scopes 1, 2 and 3. 
 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 2009/10 to 2015/16  (tCO2e) 
 

Year 8/9 9/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

Scope 1 

Gas consumption 5,214 2,201 1,821 1,903 1,804 1,541 1,436 1,593 

Owned transport 171 184 202 199 241 189 182 194 

Outsourced 
controlled 
transport 

523 539 539 524 509 516 434 499 

Total scope 1 5,908 2,924 2,562 2,626 2,554 2,246 2,052 2,286 

Scope 2 

Purchased 
electricity 

2,231 2,529 2,540 2,234 2,216 1,913 2,404 2,052 

Total scope 2 2,231 2,529 2,540 2,234 2,216 1,913 2,404 2,052 

Significant scope 3 

Business travel 66 70 47 46 44 48 36 36 

Total significant 
scope 3 

66 70 47 46 44 48 36 36 

Table 2: GHG emissions data for period 2008/9 to 2014/15 broken down 
by scope (lower is better) 
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7. Target 

Through our ‘Climate Local Commitment’, Corby Borough Council 
works to the following carbon dioxide emission targets: To reduce our 
Council carbon footprint from 8205 tCO2e 2008/9 levels by 50% by 
2020, and by 80% by 2050. 

8. Intensity measurement 

Emissions may increase and decrease in proportion with activity: if the 
Council starts operating new services or stops operating services this 
will influence emission levels. To help reduce the influence this has on 
our emissions, and to maximise the extent to which any reduction we 
report is a genuine efficiency, an intensity measurement is used. As a 
public sector organisation the Council uses ‘tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent emitted per million pound revenue expenditure’ as an 
intensity measurement, as recommended for carbon reporting under 
the Government’s Carbon Reduction Energy Efficiency Scheme. 


