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Full Council 16th January 2019 
 

Corby - Future Governance Options 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
For Members to consider future governance options for the unparished area of Corby 
Borough. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
As Full Council is aware, currently discussions are underway at local and national level 
regarding the future of local government within Northamptonshire. As a consequence of this, 
should the current proposals submitted to the Secretary of State by seven of the eight 
principal councils within the county be enacted all existing principal councils will be dissolved 
on 31st March 2020. Two new unitary councils will be created from 1st April 2020; Corby 
Borough would be absorbed into the proposed “North Northamptonshire Council” 

Corby Borough Council at its Full Council meeting on 30th August 2018 opted not to sign-up 
to the unitary proposals, but agreed to work with partners on any future arrangements agreed 
by the Secretary of State. 

During debate at Full Council, Members expressed concerns regarding the potential loss of 
community identity and local decision making as part of any unitary proposal. To assist in 
mitigating to a limited extent these concerns, Full Council is being requested to consider 
other potential options. 

2. Report 
Community Governance Review 

Currently a large part of the Borough (namely Corby town itself) is unparished. Subject to a 
Community Governance Review, the potential exists for a town/parish council to be created 
for Corby. It needs to be stressed that any future town/parish council would not have the 
same level of duties & responsibilities as the current Borough Council. It would be subject to 
decisions made by any new principal council but would provide a level of local community 
identity and representation.  

Any new council created following a Review could designate itself a “town council” and 
create a “Mayor of Corby” role. Existing village parish arrangements would be unaffected. 
Any new council would be able to levy a precept (as current parish councils do) to provide for 
its operation/function. Whilst some assets could be transferred from the Borough Council to 
any new council it should be noted that the revenue and capital expenditure associated with  
these assets would probably need to be met from any local precept.  

It should further be noted that most statutory functions and ownership/management of the 
housing stock would remain with the principal council. In addition, given the need for any new 
principal council to be financially sustainable it is unlikely that assets generating a significant 
income would be transferred, but that is supposition at this stage. 

If assets are transferred then future liabilities would need to be met by local precept or where 
possible external grant funding. 
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A Community Governance Review if undertaken would need to be completed within 12 
months. The Review would focus on the unparished area of Corby Borough only (see 
Appendix A). An initial public consultation would be conducted to gauge the level of interest 
in the creation of a town/parish council. Following this consultation, more detailed proposals 
would need to be approved by Full Council; these would also be subject to public 
consultation. 

Ultimately the decision rests with Full Council as to whether a town/parish council is created. 
Any town/parish council would have precepting powers. Elections to any town/parish council 
would likely be held on the same day as elections for the local principal council (combined 
elections). 

The number of councillors and wards would be determined as part of the Review process, 
together with the potential transfer of assets and civic responsibilities. 

Any town/parish council would be subject to limitations both legal and financial on what 
duties and responsibilities it could undertake. 

If Full Council agree for a Review to be undertaken a full report would be tabled at the Full 
Council meeting on 27th February 2019 to commence the Review and provide full Terms of 
Reference. 

Charter Trust Status 

This is a mechanism that can be utilised to preserve local civic traditions in the interim, prior 
to a Community Governance Review and future creation of a town/parish council. This 
mechanism was used extensively in the reorganisation of local governance in Cheshire in 
2008.  

Subject to a statutory Order, a Charter Trust could be created to include the unparished 
areas of Corby Borough. Charter Trustees would be drawn from those elected members 
representing in whole or part the unparished area. These Trustees would elect one of their 
number to the position of Mayor. The Trust may also levy a precept for the associated costs 
of running the Trust. 

At some point, a Community Governance Review would be conducted by the principal 
council. The Trust would cease to exist on the creation of a new town/parish council. 

If Full Council decide to agree the Charter Trust option officers will discuss this with 
Government civil servants as part of any future Local Government Reorganisation 
workstream. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 
i) Community Governance Review 

 
Undertaking a Community Governance Review for the unparished area of 
Corby Borough would be undertaken subject to legislation and statutory 
guidance. A report would be tabled at Full Council on 27th February 2019 to 
formally commence the Review process and agree Terms of Reference. 
 
It is being suggested that any Review undertaken focus on the unparished area 
of the Borough only. The Council recently undertook a Review of Stanion 
Parish, resulting in the creation of Little Stanion Parish Council. A recent 
Review of Priors Hall was aborted due to lack of public support. The general 
procedures and processes followed for Community Governance Reviews are 
the same regardless of size of the area under review. 
 
If it is ultimately agreed to create a Corby Town Council it is intended to ensure 
the new town council commences at the same time as any new unitary council 
(i.e. currently envisaged to be 1st April 2020). Vesting Day for both the new 
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unitary council and the new town council would be the same. Elections for both 
new authorities would take place on the ordinary day for elections (May 2020). 
If this option is pursued the need to apply for Charter Trust status is negated. 
 

ii) Charter Trust Status 
 

This is an interim arrangement, designed to ensure that local civic traditions e.g. 
the position of Mayor, are protected until the completion of a Community 
Governance Review at some time in the future. Charter Trust status needs to 
be confirmed by an Order, needs to come into force at the time of the 
dissolution of Corby Borough Council and will comprise of Trustees (who shall 
be elected members of any new unitary authority representing in whole or part 
the unparished area of Corby). 

 
iii) Do Nothing 

 
The Council is not currently under any obligation to take any action. If the 
Council determines to take no action, then on the dissolution of Corby Borough 
Council (currently envisaged to be on 31st March 2020) the civic traditions 
including the position of Mayor will cease to exist. Any future unitary authority 
may determine to conduct a Community Governance Review at a later date. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Financial  
The costs associated with undertaking any Community Governance Review are unknown at 
this stage. Details would be provided in any future report to Full Council. 

Risk 
If the Council takes no action in this matter then on the dissolution of Corby Borough Council 
local civic traditions and responsibilities would cease with immediate effect.  

Undertaking a Community Governance Review does not guarantee that a town/parish 
council would be created; that is subject to the public indicating their support for such a 
proposal. Ultimately Full Council will determine this matter. 

Application for Charter Trust status would essentially defer discussion on local governance 
arrangements for a decision to be made by the relevant principal council, subject to public 
consultation. 

Legal & Data Management 
Undertaking a Community Governance Review would be subject to the Local Government 
and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and associated statutory guidance.. 

Application for Charter Trust status would be under the Charter Trustees Regulations 2009 
and an Order would be required. 

In undertaking a Community Governance Review responses would be sought from the public 
as part of any consultation exercise. In reporting any responses received personal data 
would be redacted. Any personal data obtained would be stored and disposed of in line with 
Council policy and in accordance with legislative requirements. 

Human Rights, Best Value, Community Safety, Policy Priorities, Best Value & 
Performance Information 
None specific to this report. 

Equalities 
None specific to this report. 
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Sustainability 
It should be noted that applying for Charter Trust status is an interim option, designed to 
ensure the continuance of any local civic traditions or responsibilities. 

Any future town/parish council will need to ensure its financial sustainability by imposition of 
a precept. This would be set by the town/parish council as part of the budget setting process, 
and included in the Council Tax collected by the principal council for redistribution to the 
town/parish council.  

5. Conclusion 
Full Council is requested to consider the options detailed in the report. These include 
commissioning a Community Governance Review for the unparished area of Corby Borough 
or requesting approval for the designation of Charter Trust status for the unparished area of 
Corby Borough or take no action at this time. 

6. Recommendation 
It is recommended that: 

i. This Council undertakes a Community Governance Review based on the currently 
unparished areas of the Borough, and that a further report be tabled at Full Council 
on the 27th February 2019 to formally commence the Review and agree Terms of 
References, and;  

ii. Apply for an Order to be implemented if necessary confirming Charter Trust Status 
be made to protect local civic traditions, eg the position of Mayor. 

 Background Papers 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 

The Charter Trustees Regulations 2009 

External Consultations 
None 

List of Appendices 
Appendix A – map showing unparished area of Corby Borough 

Officer to Contact 
Paul Goult (Monitoring Officer) ext 4013 
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