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Preface 
 

 
 
 
This document has been prepared in accordance with the Department of Environment, 
Transport and Regions (DETR) technical note entitled Contaminated Land Inspection 
Strategies:  Technical Advice For Local Authorities (May 2001). 
 
The key reference throughout the document, and one the reader should be familiar with, is the 
DETR Circular 02/2000 entitled Environmental Protection Act 1990:  Part IIA Contaminated 
Land (March 2000). 
 
This circular describes the new statutory regime for the identification and remediation of 
contaminated land brought into effect April 1, 2000 by the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions.  Part IIA was inserted into the 1990 Act by section 57 
of the Environment Act 1995 (Commencement No. 16 and Saving Provision) (England) Order 
2000 (S.I. 2000 No. 340(C.8).  The Secretary has also made the Contaminated Land (England) 
Regulations 2000 (S.I. 2000/227), which were made under sections 78C, 78E, 78G, 78L, 78R 
and 78X. 
 
References to Corby Borough Council (the Council) and individual departments shall include 
successor organisations / departments that have the same detailed responsibilities. 
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Executive Summary 
 

 
 
This document has been prepared to fulfil the requirement of Part IIA of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 (EPA IIA) that Corby Borough Council (the Council), in common with all 
other local authorities in England, produce a written Strategy outlining their approach to the 
identification, inspection and remediation of potentially contaminated land within their area.  
‘Contaminated land’ is defined in EPA IIA as: 
 
Any land which appears to the local authority in whose area it is situated to be in such a 
condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the land that 
 

- Significant harm is being caused or there is a significant possibility of significant 
harm being caused; or 

  
- Pollution of controlled waters is being or is likely to be caused 

  
(Environmental Protection Act 1990 (as amended) section 78A(2). 

 
Contaminated land will only be identified when a ‘pollutant linkage’ has been established. A 
‘pollutant linkage’ is defined in EPA IIA as: 
 

‘A linkage between a contaminant Source and a Receptor by means of a pathway’.  
  
The Council has the primary regulatory role under EPA IIA, which compliments its role as 
planning authority.   The Environment Agency’s regulatory role under EPA IIA is to provide 
guidance and advice on contaminated land issues and act as the enforcing authority on ‘Special 
Sites’. 
 
Corby Borough lies in the northeast of Northamptonshire and is dominated by the town of 
Corby, with a number of outlying villages set in mainly agricultural land.  Corby remains an 
industrial town despite closure of the steelworks in 1980.   Mixed industry is located in eight 
industrial estates of various sizes. 
 
The council has a limited amount of contamination testing information from investigations 
undertaken for redevelopment projects, mainly on former steelworks land.  There is no 
information on the level of remediation (if any) undertaken prior to redevelopment. 
 
Policies on the ‘Contaminated Land Regime’ put in place by EPA IIA, and on dealing with 
naturally arsenic enriched soils are being developed and will be adopted by the Council on 
completion.   The Council will consider ‘best practicable technique’ when identifying effective 
remediation options to return land to a standard where it is suitable for current use.  However, it 
will also consider cost in relation to the severity of any potential harm.    
 
1. The main aims of the Strategy are: 
 

 To ensure effective controls on development with regard to contamination 

 To encourage redevelopment of ‘brownfield’ sites 

 To ensure that all ‘contaminated land’ within the Borough is returned to a 
condition that is suitable for its current use 

 To manage the Councils own liabilities with regard to ‘contaminated land’ 

 To encourage voluntary remediation 

 To place the burden of remediation on the ‘appropriate person’ 
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 To reduce or remove ‘blight’ by effective communication of risk 

 To ensure sustainable, durable, practical cost effective remediation  
 
By achieving these aims the main objectives of the Strategy listed below should be achieved: 
 

 The protection of human health  

 To prioritise the inspection of the sites posing the greatest risk  

 To target areas where contamination is most likely to be found 

 To treat land for which the authority may be the ‘appropriate person’ the same as 
all other land 

 To carry out checking of assumptions and inspection priorities at appropriate 
intervals  

 

The Council aims to identify all potentially contaminated sites within the borough and prioritise 
them for inspection within the next 12 months.  They will prepare a list of specialist 
contaminated land contractors and apply for resources to undertake the inspections and allow 
the council to fulfil its statutory duties under EPA IIA 
 
The Council subject to resources aims to investigate suspected ‘contaminated land’ in the 
Borough where from and enable remediation over the next 10 to 20 years. 
 
The Strategy establishes methods of working to deal with ‘contaminated land’ issues and 
establish links with statutory bodies. The Strategy recognises that contact and the exchange of 
information with the Environment Agency, landowners, occupiers, other interested parties and 
the wider community are important aspects of the inspection process. 
 
Bullen Consultants Limited have been employed to prepare a desk study to identify potentially 
contaminated sites.  Prioritisation of the sites will occur via a computer model ‘Priority ©’ 
designed by the company.   
 
Potential sources will be identified and categorised based on the risk of contaminants being 
present on or in the ground.  Potential receptors will be identified and categorised according to 
their sensitivity.  Potential pathways will be established and categorised on the basis of 
assessed risk.   The results of the above categorisations will form the basis of the prioritisation. 
 
Regular reviews of the assumptions upon which the prioritisations are based and of the 
information gathered on any particular site will be undertaken. 
 
The Council will establish a ‘Register of Contaminated Land’ containing details of all sites within 
the Borough where a remediation notice has been served in respect of ‘contaminated land’ or 
sites designated as Special Sites.  This register will be accessible to the general public. 
 
Written records will be maintained throughout the identification and inspection processes.  
Information relating to ‘contaminated land’ will be stored on the Council’s Geographical 
Information System.   Access to the information held by the Council will be limited to the 
statutory rights of the interested parties. 
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1. Introduction 
 

 
 
 

Background 
 
1.1 Historically local authorities have dealt with contaminated land in the past under 

statutory nuisance provisions included in Part III of the Environmental Protection Act 
1990. 

 
1.2 Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 was enacted in April 2000 to deal 

with any existing contamination posing a threat to human health or the environment. 
 
1.3 Contaminated land may occur naturally or result from any of the following activities: 
 

 Current or past industrial operation where manufacturing or processing activities, 
chemical or fuel storage, waste disposal or site drainage features may pose a 
risk of significant harm 

 Demolition of past industrial operations including the improper emptying of pipes 
or tanks during demolition 

 Inadequate remediation of past industrial operations for example, when sites 
were re-developed, slags, cinders, casting sands or gas works spent oxide waste 
were often brought in to act as cover material over contaminated areas 

 Naturally occurring chemicals e.g. arsenic in Northamptonshire sandstone. 
 
1.4 Part IIA provides a methodical framework for identifying potential contaminated land 

and dealing with remediation based on the ‘polluter pays’ principle. 
 

Interface with Planning and Development Control 
 
1.5       Contaminated land powers are not intended to replace planning policy or development   
             powers.  In cases where land is being designated for development or applications  
             made, any contamination issues should be dealt with through the planning process by  
             voluntary remediation or planning condition. 
  
1.6       As the categorisation, prioritisation and inspection process progresses the local authority 

will hold increasing amounts of information on sites.  These sites may be currently 
brownfield or undeveloped but known to be subject to some contamination.  

     
 
 
 Regulatory Context 
 
1.7 Under Part IIA, local authorities must adopt and publish a strategy for the inspection of 

contaminated land, having regard to statutory guidance as outlined in the Department of 
Environment, Transport and Regions (DETR) Circular 02/2000, which requires each 
local authority to: 

 
‘Cause its area to be inspected from time to time for the purposes of identifying 
contaminated land’. 
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1.8        The national objectives of Part IIA are to: 
 

 Identify and deal with unacceptable risks associated with contaminated land 

 Keep cost burdens proportionate, manageable and economically sustainable 

 Ensure land is suitable for its current use and circumstances 

 Integrate human health and groundwater controls and thus streamline regulation 
 
1.9         Emphasis is placed on stimulating voluntary action, which is supported by the Council.  

Intervention will occur only when necessary and when informal approaches have been 
exhausted. 

 
 
1.10    The Environment Agency and the Council are responsible for the enforcement of Part 

IIA.  The approach for dealing with contaminated land will be the same, regardless of 
whether the local authority or the Environment Agency is the regulator.  However, the 
initial determination of whether land is contaminated is the responsibility of the local 
authority. 

 
 Definition of Contaminated Land Under Part IIA 
 
1.11     The Environmental Protection Act 1990:  Part IIA introduces the following legal 

definition of contaminated land: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.12   The Statutory Guidance provided in the DETR Circular 02/2000 lists the following 

categories of significant harm: 
 

 Death, disease, serious injury, genetic mutation, birth defects or the impairment 
of reproduction functions in human beings 

 Irreversible adverse change, or threat to endangered species, affecting an 
ecosystem in a protected area (i.e. site of special scientific interest) 

 Death, serious disease or serious physical damage to pets, livestock, game 
animals or fish 

 A substantial loss (≥20%) in yield or value of crops, timber or produce 

 Structural failure, substantial damage or substantial interference with right of 
occupation to any building 

 
 

 
Contaminated land is any land which appears to the local authority in whose area it 
is situated to be in such a condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the 
land that 
 
- Significant harm is being caused or there is a significant possibility of 

significant harm being caused; or 
  
- Pollution of controlled waters is being or is likely to be caused 
 

(EPA Act 1990 (as amended) section – 78A(2) 
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1.13     The local authority will use a risk assessment approach to determine whether there is a 
significant possibility of significant harm.  This will involve establishing the following: 

 
 The nature and degree of harm predicted 

 The susceptibility of the receptors to which harm might be caused 

 The timescale within which the harm might occur 
 
 
1.14 Controlled waters include the following: 
 

 Inland water (rivers, streams, lakes, ponds that drain into other controlled waters, 
reservoirs, and springs) 

 Groundwater (drinking water and aquifers) 

 Territorial water (sea water up to three miles outside the UK territory) 

 Coastal water (where the sea meets the river) 

Controlled water exclude land locked waters that do not drain into other controlled 
water e.g. some ponds (see section 104 Water Resource Act 1991) 

 
1.15 Pollution of controlled waters is defined in the Statutory Guidance as: 
 

“The entry into controlled waters of any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter or any 
solid waste matter” 

 
1.16 Land should not be designated as contaminated land where: 
 

 A substance is already present in the controlled waters,  and 

 entry into controlled waters of that substance from land has ceased, and 

 it is not likely that further entry will take place 
 
1.17 For a site to meet the definition of contaminated land, a ‘pollutant linkage’ must be            
         established.  The Statutory Guidance defines a pollutant linkage as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.18 Therefore, land may be polluted, but unless it presents a significant risk to a potentially 

sensitive receptor, the presence of a former contaminative use does not require 
immediate action by the enforcing authority. 

  
1.19 A list of potentially contaminating site uses, based on the department of Industry (DoE) 

Industry Profiles, is presented in Appendix A. 
 

Objectives of the Strategy  

 
1.20 The key objectives of the Strategy are: 
 

 
A pollutant linkage is a linkage between a contaminant Source and a Receptor by 
means of a Pathway   
 

(DETR Circular 02/2000) 
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 To satisfy the statutory requirements of Part IIA relating to the production of a 
written Strategy 

 To demonstrate “taking into account the characteristic of the Borough and the 
authority’s corporate objectives” how the authority in carrying out its inspection 
duty shall:  

- Be rational, ordered and efficient; 

- Be proportionate to the seriousness of any actual or potential risk; 

- Seek to ensure that the most pressing and serious problems are located first; 

- Ensure that resources are concentrated on investigating in areas where the     

authority is most likely to identify contaminated land; and 

- Ensure that the local authority efficiently identifies requirements for the  

detailed inspection of particular areas of land. 

 To outline the Councils approach to identifying potentially contaminated land, 
establishing a system for prioritisation for inspection and requiring remediation to 
be undertaken where necessary 

 To inform stakeholders of the authority’s intentions 

 To provide information to the Environment Agency for their contaminated land report 
 
 Development of the Strategy 
 
1.21 This Strategy has been produced by the Environmental Services Department of the 

Council, with assistance from Bullen Consultants Limited. 
  
1.22 DETR Circular 02/2000 requires a strategic approach to identifying, inspecting, assessing 

and (where necessary) issuing remediation notices for contaminated land.  It states 
that the approach must: 

 
 Be rational, ordered and efficient 

 Be proportionate to the seriousness of any risk 

 Seek to ensure that the most pressing and serious problems are dealt with first 

 Ensure that resources are concentrated on investigating in areas where the 
Council is most likely to identify contaminated land 

 Ensure the Council efficiently identifies requirements for the detailed inspection of 
particular areas of land 

 
1.23 The Strategy will also need to be reviewed and updated, as new or additional data 

become available.  For this reason, the risk assessment procedure adopted for 
prioritisation of the site inspections must be robust and capable of revision in response 
to changes or additions to input data.  Therefore, periodic quality checks on data entry, 
and procedures for validation of the risk assessment model are important ingredients to 
be included in the Strategy. 

  
1.24 The DETR Technical Note entitled Inspection Strategies for Contaminated Land (May 

2001) provides a framework for development of a Strategy document that has been 
followed in producing this Strategy. 

 
1.25 Consultation with statutory bodies, in particular, the Environment Agency, English Nature 

and Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF) or succeeding departments, will 
be carried out during the development of the Strategy document.  A list of consultees is 
presented in Appendix B. 
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Regulatory Role of Corby Borough Council 
 
1.26 The Council has the primary regulatory role under Part IIA. 
  
1.27 Part IIA compliments the existing role of the Council as planning authority and specifically 

outlines the following functions to be fulfilled: 
 

 To periodically inspect their area to identify contaminated land 

 To determine whether any site is contaminated land under the statutory definition 

 To act as enforcing authority for all contaminated land that is not designated as a 
‘special site’ (the Environment Agency will be the enforcing authority for special 
sites) 

 
 
 
 
1.28 Responsibility for contaminated land within the Council will be divided between the 

environmental services department and the planning department. The latter ensuring 
appropriate remediation occur when sites are developed via the planning process and 
the former dealing with contaminated land as defined by Part IIA. 

  
1.29 The Environmental Services Department’s role under Part IIA applies only to sites that are 

identified as contaminated land.  When such a site is identified, the Council will: 
 

 Establish who is responsible for the contamination, known as the appropriate 
person 

 Decide what remedial action is required 

 Ensure that the remedial action is carried out, either by agreement with the 
person responsible for the contamination, or by serving a remediation notice 

 Record information about the regulatory action on a public register 

 
 Enforcement Policy 
 
1.30 The Council has a Generic Public Enforcement Policy Document, adopted in 1997, 
 outlining the basics of enforcement within the Environmental Services Department     

responsible for the enforcement of the contaminated land regulations. 
  
1.31 The enforcement emphasis is towards matters that present the greatest risk to public 

health or safety or the well being of the community.  It involves the inspection of 
premises, investigation of complaints and incidents, and the inspection and sampling of 
goods. 

 
1.32 ‘Enforcement action’ can take a number of different forms including: 
 

 Informal action (i.e. verbal or written advice or verbal warning) 

 Service of statutory notice(s) and written warnings 

 Formal cautions 

 Prosecution 
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1.33 In coming to any decision as to which is the appropriate form of enforcement action, 
regard shall be given to the following: 
 
 The nature of the alleged offence 

 The seriousness of the alleged offence 

 The circumstances and previous history of the alleged offender 

 Confidence in management 

 The consequences of non-compliance 

 The likely effectiveness of various enforcement options 

 The risk to public health 

 The view of the home/lead authority for the business, where appropriate 
 

1.34 The reader is directed to the above-mentioned document or succeeding documents for 
more details regarding the Council’s enforcement policy. 

 
 

 
 

 Serving Remediation Notices 
 
1.35 The Statutory Guidance outlines the enforcing authority’s duty to serve a remediation 

notice when it considers that there are remediation actions identified as part of the 
remediation scheme that: 

 
 Have not been, are not being, and will not be carried out without the service of a 

remediation notice; 

 In respect of which the Council has no power under section 78N (Part IIA, 
Environmental Protection Act 1990) to carry out itself and for which it is not, itself 
the ‘appropriate person’. 

 
Powers of Entry 

 
1.36 The inspection process is likely to require Environment Agency staff, consultants and 

contractors to enter private land on the Council’s behalf.  As the Council alone is the 
authorised body for this purpose it will need to authorise individuals to enter land on a 
site-specific basis. 

  
1.37 It will be necessary to ensure that the Council has an appropriate procedure to authorise 

“suitable persons”.  An example of an appropriate procedure is presented in Appendix 
C. 

 
Health and Safety 
 

1.38 As part of the inspection entering land to undertake sampling of potentially hazardous 
materials or carrying out engineering works is likely to be required. 

  
1.39 The Council will need to address the issues relating to the health and safety of all 

personnel undertaking such work.  Further details are presented in Appendix D. 
 
 
 Regulatory Role of the Environment Agency 
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1.40 The Environment Agency has a regulatory role in Part IIA. 
  
1.41 Specifically, the Environment Agency has the following responsibilities: 
 

 To provide information to the Council 

 To provide site-specific advice upon request 

 To be the enforcing authority for ‘special sites’ 

 To advise on matters pertaining to controlled water pollution 

 To collate information from all local authorities in England and Wales and to 
produce a national report on the ‘State of Contaminated Land’ 

 To maintain a public register of special sites 
 

1.42 A special site is a site that meets one of the statutory definitions for special sites.  In 
general, special sites have had uses where the Environment Agency is likely to already 
have a regulatory responsibility.  Special sites are not necessarily more contaminated 
than other sites.   

 
 
 

General Policy of Corby Borough Council on Environmental 
Issues 

 
1.43 The Council’s general policy on environmental issues can be located in the most recent 

Local Plan (adopted in 1997).  It states the following regarding planning policy and 
environmental issues within Corby Borough: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.44 The Local Plan (1997) states the following general principles have therefore been adopted 

by the Council: 
 

 Reclamation of worked and derelict land, and its re-use and development for both 
employment and housing 

 Identification of natural resources such as woodlands, and a commitment to a 
nature conservation strategy 

 
1.45 The Council has always given consideration to environmental matters when developing 

and formulating policy and will give a higher profile to this aspect of policy in the future. 
 
1.46 The Local Plan (1997) states existing growth has taken account of environmental 

concerns.  New industry is cleaner and located away from residential areas.  Much of 
the new industry has been built on land reclaimed from the closed steelworks and its 
associated quarries. 

 
‘Environmental considerations are now a key part of decision making about land 
use.’ 

 
‘Conservation and enhancement of the environment is important to the well being 
of the District’s community and a high quality environment can help to attract 
inward investment.  Conservation and development are seen in partnership.’ 
 
 

 Corby Borough Local Plan (1997) 
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1.47 However, there are significant areas of land associated with the former steelworks that 

remain unreclaimed and undeveloped and can therefore accommodate future growth. 
 
1.48 The Council will ensure its duty of stewardship of the local environment in its development 

of the local economy. 
 
1.49 This information will be valuable in future strategic plan development as well as when 

individual planning applications are made or when unauthorised use of land occurs. 
 
 
 Relation to Other Environmental Policies and Strategies 
 
1.50 Environmental issues affect many areas and departments within the Council.  Existing 

policies and strategies that outline processes for consultation with communities, 
building and improving partnerships and developing and implementing actions that 
make for a better quality of life for the people of Corby Borough today and in the future, 
will be taken into account. The Council recognises the need for good communication/ 
co-ordination between service providers and the structure of its services and practices 
are designed to achieve this. 

 
1.51 Some of these existing key environmental policies and strategies are discussed in brief 

below. 
 
 Corby’s Green Charter (1991) 
 
1.52 Corby’s Green Charter (1991) is the Council’s policy on environmental matters and was 

adopted in 1991.  The Charter states the following general guidelines which relate 
directly to the Draft Strategy: 

 
 Preserve the built environment and control new development 

 Conservation of the countryside, woodland and wildlife 

 Protection of trees through preservation orders 

 Protection of amenity space and wildlife habitats 

 Protect existing buildings of architectural and historical interest 

 Monitor the local environment 

 Prepare environmental strategies covering the whole range of Council activities 
to improve environmental performance 

 Undertake formal environmental assessments of some proposed developments 
where the activities, scale and location merit evaluation of their environmental 
impact 

 Provide more development space for recreation purposes and industry by 
reclamation of contaminated and derelict land 

 Support the Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust in management of local nature 
reserves, its work for Sites of Special Scientific Interest and in establishing new 
sites 

 
1.53 A series of Environment Policies specifically aimed at protecting areas of landscape value, 

conservation areas, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, historic parks, ancient 
monuments, etc. are listed in Appendix E. 

 
 



  

 

Corby Borough Council – Contaminated Land Strategy  
        

9

 

Corby 2020 Plan (1999) 
 
1.54 The Corby 2020 Plan (1999) sets out the following key environmental policy objectives: 
 

 To improve the balance between economic regeneration, environmental 
protection and community development to help ensure a better quality of life for 
future generations 

 To develop the Master Planning Framework to reflect changing demands and 
priorities 

 To promote wider understanding of environmental issues and an awareness of 
the environmental impact of proposals 

 To conserve and enhance the historical, cultural and physical environment 

 To use resources in ways which respect and protect the rights and needs of 
future generations 

 To adopt the sustainable development approach for decision making and policy 
planning in the Authority 

 
Local Agenda 21 Strategy for the communities of Corby Borough 
(2000) 

 
1.55 Agenda 21 originated from the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.  It was 

adopted by the British Government, which identified some actions that were only 
achievable at a local level.  These form the basis of the Local Agenda 21, which 
outlines an action plan for sustainable development for the 21st Century. 

 
1.56 Local authorities were required by the Government to produce a strategy for implementing 

this action plan, by December 2000. 
 
1.57 The Local Agenda 21 Strategy for Corby Borough looks at issues including health, 

housing, recreation, economy and the environment, considering the impacts each has 
on the other and trying to minimise negative, and maximise positive effects. 

 
 

 Environmental Policies to be Developed in the Short-Term 
 
1.58 A series of Environment Policies, specifically related to implementing the Strategy are in 

the process of being developed by the Environmental Services Department of the 
Council.  These are outlined in brief below. 

 

 Contaminated Land Policy 
 
1.59 This Policy will define the relationship between the Planning, Environmental Services and 

Building Control Departments regarding their roles in identifying contaminated land. 
 
1.60 The Planning Department would be responsible for: 
 

 Assessing all planning applications in relation to land contamination based on the 
information held on the digitised GIS desk top study of contaminated land 

 
 Ensuring that approval is not given to any planning application unless sufficient 

information has been provided by prospective developers to ensure that there is 
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no risk of contamination or unless appropriate conditions to mitigate any such 
contamination have been imposed 

 
 
 
 

1.61 The Environmental Services Department would be responsible for: 
 

 Sending written details of any enquiry received in respect of potentially 
contaminated land to both Planning and Building Control. 

 Advising Planning and Building Control on potentially contaminated sites. 

 Liasing with the Planning and Building Control Departments and, where 
necessary, recommending any appropriate conditions to be attached to any 
outline or full approval. 

 Liasing with and providing appropriate advice to applicants and developers on 
contaminated land issues. 

 Enforcement Part II as and when necessary to remediate contaminated land. 
 
1.62 The Building Control Department would be responsible for: 
 

 Advising the Environmental Services Department of any incidents where 
unforeseen contaminated land issues arise on any developments in which they 
are involved. 

 Liasing with the Environmental Services Department, as necessary. 
 

1.63 A phase 1 environmental assessment will be required with all appropriate planning 
applications.  This will include a desk study for historical uses of the site, an initial site 
survey/walkover and preparation of a conceptual model identifying potential 
contamination at the site and requirements for further investigation. 

  
1.64 If the phase 1 environmental assessment indicates potential contamination, then phase 2 

and phase 3 environmental assessment may be necessary. 
 
1.65 A phase 2 environmental assessment would include a site investigation including soil, 

groundwater and/or other sampling, and a site-specific risk assessment evaluating the 
risk posed by any contamination found with recommendations for suitable remediation 
options, where appropriate.   

 
1.66 A phase 3 environmental assessment, where required, would include additional site 

investigation to confirm, or provide additional data on, the findings of the phase 2 
assessment.   

 
1.67 Remediation would be implemented only after full investigation of the site in order that the 

risk assessment and conceptual model accurately defined the site’s environmental 
conditions, likely contaminant migration, and proposed risks related to the remediation 
scheme proposed. 

 
1.68 Where formal guidance and protocols have been produced, either from government or 

other authoritative sources, it is the policy of the Council that the site investigation and 
remediation of the site should be in accordance with the recommendations made and 
to the standards set therein.  However, it is recognised that each situation is different 
and therefore departure from established protocols need to be clearly identified with 
adequate justification why the formal guidance cannot be applied and then 
demonstrate that standards for the completed remediation will not be compromised. 
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1.69 Relevant documents listing environmental standards and protocols for desk studies, site 

investigations and remediation are listed in Appendix F. 
  
1.70 Any remediation strategy shall be agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority and be 

implemented in full before use of the developed site commences. 
 
1.71 The Council will procure the services of environmental consultants to conduct desk 

studies and risk assessments, to provide technical advice and/or to carry out site 
investigations with sampling and analysis, where appropriate. 

 
1.72 It is essential that competent persons with the necessary knowledge, skills, abilities and 

practical experience be used to conduct such work.  It is intended that the Council will 
develop and maintain a  list of suitable contractors for this purpose so that assistance is 
readily available when needed.  

 
 Policy on Naturally Occurring Arsenic in Soils in Northamptonshire 
 
1.73   The Northamptonshire Contaminated Land Working Group, which the Council is a 

member of, is formulating the above policy and it is intended that the Council will adopt 
it once it is completed. 

  
1.74    There are some areas in Corby where the natural geology consists of Northampton 

Sand with Ironstone.  Soils derived from these rocks may contain levels of arsenic 
above the guidance levels for uncontaminated soils given in the Inter-Departmental 
Committee on the Redevelopment of Contaminated Land (ICRCL), which gives a 
threshold trigger level of 10 mg/kg of arsenic for domestic gardens, allotments and play 
areas.   

 
1.75   The Contaminated Land Exposure Assessment (CLEA) model is expected to be 

published shortly by DEFRA and will be used to derive new UK Guideline Values for 
arsenic and other metals. These values will be adopted for the purpose of the Strategy 
once published. 

 
1.76       DEFRA has given the following advice in response to consultation on this matter: 
 

• For fresh produce 50mg/kg total arsenic is the safe limit to ensure fresh produce does 
not exceed statutory values. 

 
• For crops and avoidance of animal health affects 250mg/kg, for livestock 500mg/kg. 

 
(MAFF Soil Code of good Practice) 

 
1.77 Local Authorities will aim to deal with elevated levels of arsenic in Northamptonshire       
            soils in a consistent and transparent manner.  Levels will be addressed on all sites (               
            including local authority owned land) on a “suitable for use” basis.   
 
1.78 Where there is planning application for a site which may include domestic gardens,  
            allotments or play areas, and there is the likelihood that arsenic will be present, it will be  
            necessary to carry out a study to determine possible effects on human health or the  
            environment.  This will need to include an investigation of the total arsenic levels and pH  
            levels of soil samples taken from the zone of interest.  It will be necessary to take  
            sufficient samples to ensure their statistical validity, use an acceptable sampling protocol  
            and for analysis to be carried out at an accredited laboratory. 
 
1.79 The results obtained should then be used to carry out a site-specific risk assessment for  
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             human health.  This may include measuring the bioavailability in some of the samples.   
            This test may be carried out at the same time as total arsenic testing or the samples  
             retained for further testing. 
 
1.80 The results of the risk assessment will be used to determine whether development may be   

carried out without constraint or whether remediation of the site will be required.  The 
Council have determined that an acceptable remediation scheme, for domestic gardens, 
includes capping the garden area with 600 mm of clean topsoil.  Sampling and testing 
would determine the suitability of the imported topsoil.  There should be no contamination 
above specified threshold values in order for the imported soils to be determined ‘suitable’.  
This approach would be suitable for the protection of human health. 

 
1.81 This requirement would be imposed as a planning condition. 
 

 
Use of Other Regimes to Prevent Contamination of Land 
 

1.81 In addition to addressing issues of currently contaminated land it is the Council’s policy to  
         ensure wherever possible that controls are in place to prevent other land from becoming  
         ‘contaminated land’.  The following regimes will be used in this regard. 
 
 
 
 

The Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Regime 
  

1.83 This regime prescribed by the Environmental Protection Act 1990 is to be replaced over a 
number of years by the The Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) regime and 
is applicable to many major potentially polluting industries. 

 
The Waste Management Licensing Regulations 

  
1.84 These regulations control activities at licensed waste sites.  At any of these locations the 

relevant provisions are designed to prevent current or future land contamination occurring.  
The use of the contaminated land powers are not allowed where relevant activities are 
being carried out and controls apply.  These are generally enforced by the Environment 
Agency. 

  
1.85 Similarly, action cannot be taken where there is an illegal deposit of controlled waste on  
        land. 
 

 
Sites to Which the Contaminated Land Regime Does Not Apply  

  
1.86 In addition to sites subject to relevant planning approval, sites controlled under the IPC 

regulations and sites covered by the Waste Management Licensing Regulations there are 
others to which the regime does not apply.  These are: 

 
 Where harm may be caused due to radioactive substances 

 Where organisms are the only contaminant 

 In certain circumstances, where the pollution of groundwater or controlled waters 
occurs without land being affected or identified  (Section 85, Water Resource Act 
1991) 
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 Remediation of Contaminated Land Under Part IIA 
 
1.87 It is government policy that land should be remediated to a standard where it is suitable 

for its current use, and significant harm or pollution of controlled waters can no longer 
occur. 

  
1.88 This can be achieved on individual sites by ensuring the pollutant linkage is broken, for 

example: 
 

 Remove or treat the source. 

 Break or remove the pathway. 

 Protect or remove the receptor. 
 
 
 
1.89 The Council will consider ‘best practicable technique’ when identifying effective 

remediation options.  The Council will also consider the cost of remediation in proportion to 
the severity of the harm or water pollution. 
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2.      Characteristics of Corby Borough 
 
 
 
2.1  This section describes the Borough of Corby in a general context.  The information 

contained within this section has been obtained from a desktop study of readily 
available information. 

 
 
 Geographical Location 
 
2.2 Corby Borough lies in the northeast of Northamptonshire, approximately equidistant 

from the major centres of Northampton, Leicester and Peterborough.   
  
2.3 Set in undulating countryside and surrounded by considerable areas of woodland, 

Corby Borough is bounded by the Welland Valley to the north and includes remnants of 
the Rockingham Forest. 

 
2.4 The most prominent natural features in the Borough include Thoroughsale and Hazel 

Woods, and remnants of Rockingham Forest, retained for game preservation rather 
than timber. 

 
2.5 The extent of Corby Borough is shown on Figure 1. 
 
 
 Brief History of Corby Borough 
 
2.6 The village of Corby dates back to the 8th Century when a group of Danish invaders, 

with their leader, Kori, settled there.  It became known as Kori’s settlement, or Kori’s 
By. 

  
2.7 Located in the centre of the Northamptonshire ironfields, the Corby area has been 

worked for iron-ore since pre-Roman times. 
 
2.8 In the 1870’s, the building of the Kettering-Manton Railway prompted the development 

of the brick-making industry, as the local clay was ideal for brick making, initially for the 
railway, then as a continuing industry. 

 
2.9 Brick working became the major source of employment for Corby in the 1880’s. 
 
2.10 However, the railway excavations revealed the extent of the ironstone deposits in the 

Corby area. 
 
2.11 Corby was transformed from a small rural parish (population of 1,600 in 1931) into a 

thriving industrial town with Europe’s largest integrated steel-making plant and tube 
works during the 1930’s.  In 1934, unemployed steelworkers in Scotland flooded into 
Corby eager for work. 
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2.12 The construction proposals of Stewart and Lloyd (the owners of the steel works) to 

significantly expand their steel making at Corby called for massive re-development of 
approximately 26,000 acres of land in the Borough.  Rockingham Road was 
established as the main street of the growing town.  Water for the works, as well as, for 
domestic supplies came from the construction of a dam on the Eye Brook, a tributary of 
the River Welland.  Six million gallons of water per day were supplied, 4.3 million for 
the steelworks and 1 million for domestic use. 

 
2.13 Corby Urban District Council was set up in 1939 and took over responsibility for 

housing and other services from Kettering Rural District Council.  The town’s 
population at this time had grown to approximately 10,000. 

 
2.14 The Corby Works was heavily involved in World War II, demonstrating the importance 

of steel to the war effort, including Corby’s best known contribution, construction of 
PLUTO (Pipeline Under The Ocean) allowing fuel from a tanker on the Mersey to be 
pumped directly to Allied Armies as they advanced through Europe after D-Day. 

 
2.15 The investment in steel making at Corby continued for two decades following the end 

of World War II and by 1952, the Corby steelworks occupied approximately 300 acres 
of land. 

 
2.16 In 1950 Corby had a population of approximately 15,000 and was designated a New 

Town.  A Master Plan was commissioned to provide growth of the population to about 
40,000.  The focus of the Master Plan was to expand services, which were considered 
to be more important than attracting new manufacturing industry to the town, and bus 
and train services to neighbouring towns where people could shop and spend their 
leisure time, were improved. 

 
2.17 In the period between 1951 and 1961, the population of Corby increased by 115%, 

expanding from 16,743 to 35,938. 
 
2.18 Throughout the 1960’s, steel making continued to dominate the town and in 1962, 

Corby’s employment profile was as follows: 
 

 Stewarts and Lloyds Steelworks  53% 

 Service industry    24% 

 Other manufacturing   14% 

 Working outside Corby     9% 

       
         100% 
 

2.19 In 1974 Corby District Council was formed to administer approximately 20,000 acres of 
land, comprising the former Corby Urban District together with seven rural parishes. 

 
2.20 In 1979, British Steel Corporation announced their intention to cease iron and steel-

making at its Corby Works by March 1980.  Worldwide demand for steel had been 
falling since the 1960’s, steel from West Germany, America and Japan was pricing out 
the British product, and British Steel was losing £2 million per day. 

 
2.21 The extent of the steelworks in 1981 is shown on Figure 2.   
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2.22 The Corporation proposed phasing out the iron and steel-making, but continuing tube 

production by bringing in low-cost strip from a modern plant just built at Teesside.  Job 
loses of 5,500 were followed by another 3,000 reducing British Steel’s workforce in 
Corby to approximately 2,500. 

 
2.23 The steelworks had been the sole reason for the creation of a new town, and many 

outsiders thought its extinction would mean the death of the town too.  The 
Development Corporation in the 1950’s had carried out little industrial development, as 
this was not considered a priority while the steelworks continued. 

 
2.24 The Development Corporation was dissolved in April 1980 and the Commission for the 

New Towns took over their development role.  Corby appointed a Director of Industry 
responsible for the town’s future industrial promotion and proposals for the creation of 
6,000 new jobs in the 1980’s and 5,000 more jobs by 1996. 

 
2.25 After steel production stopped, Corby was designated as a Development Area, which 

meant grant aid and other assistance became available to attract new industry.  It was 
decided the only way to attract such industry to Corby would be to offer ‘greenfield’ 
sites and provide all the necessary services.  Corby District Council therefore took over 
the former steelworks sites along with the responsibility of clearing them.   

 
2.26 In 1981 the steelworks were razed to the ground and Corby District Council, one of the 

smallest in the country, became involved in one of the largest land reclamation and 
development projects in England. 

 
2.27 In 1981, the then Environment Secretary, Michael Heseltine, opened England’s first 

Enterprise Zone in Corby and Earlstrees Industrial Estate was built on reclaimed 
steelworks land, backfilled to a depth of 8 to 12m after extraction of ironstone. 

 
2.28 The arrival of large companies such as RS Components, Oxford University Press and 

Avon Cosmetics helped stabilize the town in the 1980’s and in the 1990’s part of the 
steelworks was redeveloped into a busy out of town shopping area.   

 
2.29 The Commission for New Towns sold the town centre to a private property company 

and throughout the 1990’s it has carried out extensive refurbishment work.   However, 
it is still largely in the style of 1960’s open shopping precinct flanked by vistas of grey 
concrete. 

 
2.30 At the end of 2000, the Corby Urban Regeneration Company (URC) was set up, with 

English Partnerships (the successor to the Commission for the New Towns), East 
Midlands Development Agency and Corby Borough Council together with several 
private sector partners.  The key aim of the Corby URC is to improve the development 
of strategic brownfield sites that are currently unattractive to the private sector. 

 
2.31 Key projects outlined by the Corby Urban Regeneration Company are listed below: 
 

 Town Centre reworking 

 Priors Hall mixed use site development 

 Main railway station plus satellite at Oakley Vale 

 West of Stanion housing 

 Oakley Vale housing 

 Longhills extension for rail freight 
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2.32 The Local Authority has had to recently demolish its Civic Centre building, leaving a 

prime site in the centre of the town ready for redevelopment. 
 
2.33 Since 1980 a well-serviced industrial base has been developed on hundreds of acres 

of ex-British Steel property.  However, some of the undeveloped land remains severely 
contaminated and if it is to be brought back into use will require costly remedial work. 

 
 
 Size and Population Distribution 
 
2.34  Corby Borough comprises approximately 8,028 hectares of land and has a total 

population of approximately 53,000 people. 
 
2.35 The 1997 Local Plan for Corby Borough lists the following population distribution 

profile: 
 

Population Centre  No. of People (1991 census) 
 

Corby       48,000 

Weldon      1,520 

Gretton      1,195 

Cottingham         913 

Stanion         839 

Middleton         302 

East Carlton           285 

Rockingham        127 

Total Population                      53,181 
 
2.36 Figure 1 shows a map of Corby Borough including the town and seven rural parishes 

listed above. 
 
 
 Current Land Use Characteristics 
 
2.37 The following is an estimation of current land use within Corby Borough based on the 

baseline map in MapInfo: 
 

 Agricultural      70% 

 Residential      18% 

 Industrial         9% 

 Other (leisure, public open space etc.)     3% 
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Key Ecological Areas 

 
2.38 The following protected ecosystems are present within Corby Borough (based on data 

from the 1997 Local Plan): 
 
2.39 Three Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): 
 

 Cowthick Gullet   (geological importance) 

 Weldon Park    (ancient woodland) 

 Geddington Chase   (ancient woodland, largely in Kettering Borough) 
 
2.40  County Wildlife Sites 
 
2.41  Corby Limestone Grasslands – These areas are a legacy of iron ore extraction and are 

included in the County Biodiversity Action Plan. 
   
2.42 Three Local Nature Reserves: 
 

 Kings Wood, Corby 

 Great Oakley Meadow 

 New Coppice, near Cottingham 
 
2.43 Other important trees and wooded areas protected by Preservation Orders are located 

in: 
 

 Thoroughsale 

 Hazel Woods 

 King’s Wood 

 East Carlton Park 

 Great Oakley and the Rookery Spinney, Weldon 

 Weldon 
 
 
 Key Properties 
 
2.44 English Heritage lists six Scheduled Ancient Monuments located within or on the edges 

of the Borough.   
 
2.45 There are also seven Conservation Areas and fourteen other important archaeological 

sites listed in the 1997 Local Plan. 
 
2.46 Details of scheduled ancient monuments, conservation areas and archaeological sites 

are shown in Appendix G.  
 
2.47 The key ecological areas and protected properties are shown on Figure 3. 
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 Council Owned Land 
 
2.48 The Council has limited land holdings in the Borough.  In specific instances, the 

Council may actively pursue the purchase of derelict land and redevelop it to improve 
the overall quality of an area. 

  
2.49 The Corby Urban Regeneration Company presentation to the Department of 

Environment, Transportation and Regions (DETR) in October 2000 highlighted that the 
Council owns approximately 7,500 houses for rent.  

 
2.50 Land owned by Corby Borough Council will be investigated alongside privately owned 

land.  Therefore, land ownership will not be a consideration during the prioritisation and 
inspection process. 

 
 
 Geological Characteristics 
 
2.51 Corby Borough is situated within an area underlain by strata of predominantly Jurassic 

age, ranging from the Lower Lias to the Great Oolite Limestone. 
  
2.52 The whole area was subject to glaciation during the Quaternary era and there are 

extensive outcrops of glacial drift, mainly in the form of Boulder Clay.   
  
2.53 Post-glacial River Terrace deposits and Alluvium occur along the main river valleys. 
 
2.54 Figure 4 shows the general geology of Corby Borough. 
 
  
 Drift Geology 
 
2.55 The most recent deposits in the area are the Alluvium and River Terrace deposits, 

which occur extensively along the Welland Valley and to a lesser extent along the route 
of Harpers Brook and the route of Willow Brook from Weldon to Deenethorpe. 

  
2.56 Glacial deposits in the form of Boulder Clay cover most of the central section of the 

Borough from Harpers Brook to the River Welland, absent only where they have been 
eroded by the rivers or removed during opencast mining.  The boulder clay is locally up 
to 12m thick. 

 
2.57 Isolated outcrops of glacial sand and gravel are also found in East Carlton, Little 

Oakley and to the south of Stanion. 
 
 Solid Geology 
 
2.58 The youngest rocks outcropping in the area are deposits of the Great Oolite Limestone 

(part of the Great Oolite series), which comprise mainly oolitic and bioclastic 
limestones.  The other member of the Great Oolite series outcropping in the area are 
deposits of the Upper Estuarine series comprising mainly interbedded clays, 
mudstones and limestones. 
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2.59 Underlying the Great Oolite series rocks are the deposits of the Inferior Oolite series 

comprising (in descending age order): 
 

 The Upper Lincolnshire Limestone, comprising mudstones, siltstones, and oolitic 
and bioclastic limestones 

 The Lower Lincolnshire Limestone, comprising oolitic and bioclastic limestones.  
The stratum is absent from the central part of the Borough 

 The Lower Estuarine Series, comprising interbedded clays, silts and sands 

 The Northampton Sand with Ironstone Formation, comprising interbedded 
mudstones, siltstones, limestones and ironstones 

 
2.60 These deposits also outcrop mainly in the river valleys.  However, the geological 

map shows extensive ‘outcrops’ of the Northampton Sand and Ironstone 
Formation below the Stanion Lane Plantation, the Brookfield Plantation, the 
northern part of the Earlstrees Industrial Estate and the area below the Corus 
works and the area immediately to the north of the Corus works. 

 
2.61 These ‘outcrops’ are in fact areas where the Northampton Sand and Ironstone 

Formation have been exposed at surface through opencast mining. 
 
2.62 Underlying the Inferior Oolite rocks, the oldest strata outcropping in the area are 

the Lower, Middle and Upper Lias deposits.  These comprise a sequence of 
clays, silts, mudstones and shale with subordinate limestones and marls. 

 
2.63 In common with most of the rocks in the Borough, the outcrops of these rocks are 

limited to the main river valleys. 
 
2.64 Much of the Northampton Sand and Ironstone Formation in the central and 

northeastern areas of Corby has been extracted and the ground backfilled. 
 
2.65 The regional dip of the solid geology is approximately 5˚ to the southeast. 
 
 
 Hydrogeological Characteristics 
 
2.66 Hydrogeology is the relationship between geological conditions and groundwater 

(i.e. water that is found below the ground rather than on the surface such as 
rivers, ponds or lakes, which are dealt with separately in the Hydrology section.)  

  
 Aquifers 
 
2.67 Strata that store and transmit water in economic quantities are known as 

aquifers. Depending on the amount of water that can be stored, the ease with 
which it can be recovered and the importance of the groundwater to local or 
national supplies, they are classified as either major or minor aquifers. 

  
2.68 The Northampton Sand and Ironstone Formation (except where it has been 

worked) and the Upper Lincolnshire Limestone Formation underlie the majority of 
Corby, as well as parts of Gretton and Stanion.  

 
2.69 The Great Oolite Limestone and the Lower Lincolnshire Limestone underlie the 

village of Great Oakley and much of the land to the south of Stanion, including 
much of the Welland Valley.  
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2.70 The Upper Lincolnshire Limestone Formation and the  Lower Lincolnshire 
Limestone formations are classified as major aquifers. 

 
2.71 The Northampton Sand and Ironstone Formation and the Great Oolite Limestone 

are classified as minor aquifers. 
 
2.72 The remaining areas of the Borough are underlain by deposits of the Upper and 

Lower Estuarine Series and the Upper, Middle and Lower Lias.  These strata are 
classified as non-aquifers due their low permeability. 

 
2.73 General groundwater flow is to the south east and springs are present along the 

Willow Brook where the Northampton Sand and Ironstone aquifer discharges to 
the surface.  

 
2.74 The aquifers listed above are controlled waters and therefore contamination of 

them could contravene Part IIA 
  
2.75 Anglian Water has in the past expressed their concern about water leaching 

through the backfill in the disused ironstone workings becoming contaminated 
and carrying that contamination into the aquifers. 

 
 Soil Leaching Potential 
 
2.76 The other consideration when assessing the vulnerability of aquifers is the 

‘leaching potential’ of the overlying soils.  That is to say how easily potential 
contaminants can migrate down into the groundwater within the aquifer.   

  
2.77 In common with most urban areas the leaching potential of the soils above the 

aquifers underlying Corby town, Weldon and the Brookfield Plantation is 
classified as ‘High (U)’.  This classification indicates that the worst possible case 
has been assumed due to a lack of information on actual soil conditions.   

 
2.78 The soils overlying the other major aquifers in the area and the minor aquifer 

underlying the Welland valley are mainly classified as ‘High (1)’ or locally 
‘Intermediate (1)’ due to the lack of drift cover in these areas.  This classification 
indicates that liquid or non-adsorbed contaminants will be readily transmitted to 
the underlying groundwater but that adsorbed pollutants (i.e. pollutants that 
adhere to the surface of soil particles) may not be transmitted due to the high 
clay or organic content of the soil. 

 
2.79 Therefore, there is a relatively high risk for liquid, dissolved or easily leached 

contaminants entering the soils in most parts of the Borough, will be transmitted 
down to the groundwater.  

 
 Groundwater Abstractions 
 
2.80 The Environment Agency is primarily responsible for the protection and 

improvement of water quality.  As part of this process, the areas around drinking 
water abstraction points that are most vulnerable to contamination are 
designated as ‘source protection zones’.  The few groundwater abstraction 
licences within the Borough for public water supply are all revoked.  Therefore, 
there are no source protection zones within the Borough. 

 
2.81 The Council has no knowledge of any private drinking water abstraction points, 

such as wells, which have to be registered and monitored for quality. 
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2.82 However, there are a number of operational groundwater abstraction licences for 

amenity use mainly in the Oakley and south Corby area.  There is also an 
abstraction point for amenity use, in the area of East Carlton.   

 
2.83 Details of the groundwater abstraction points are shown on Figure 5. 
 
 
 Hydrology 
 
2.84 Anglian Water is the sole supplier of drinking water within Corby Borough, 

although private suppliers are also used for amenity and agricultural uses. 
 
2.85 There are four main watercourses identified within the Corby area these are: 

 
 The River Welland 

 Gretton Brook 

 Harper’s Book 

 Willow Brook 

 
2.86 The major watercourses in Corby Borough are shown on Figure 5. 

 
 River Welland 
 
2.87 The River Welland is the main river within the Borough. Its quality is generally recorded 

as ‘Good’ or ‘Fair by the Environment Agency. 
 
2.88 The River Welland generally flows easterly, along the borough’s northern boundary. 
 
2.89 Small tributaries to the River Welland flow from the west of East Carlton, from East 

Carlton Park, and from the area between Cottingham and Rockingham Park. 
 
2.90 The river leaves the Borough to the northeast of Gretton to be joined by the River 

Gwash before flowing into Peterborough and the Fens. 
 
2.91 There is also an unnamed tributary of the River Welland, flowing northeast from the 

Earlstrees Industrial Estate, passing to the south east of Gretton village before leaving 
the Borough at its northern boundary.  This tributary is designated of ‘Bad’ quality by 
the Environment Agency based on chemical parameters.  

 
 Gretton Brook 
 
2.92 Gretton Brook flows east-northeast, along the southern boundary of the Brookfield 

Plantation, past Kirby Lodge and Kirby Hall forming the Borough boundary over much 
of its length at this point, before flowing northeast to join Willow Brook midway between 
Deene and Bulwick.   

  
2.93 No Environment Agency records are available for Gretton Brook water quality 

designation.  
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Willow Brook 

 
2.94 Willow Brook comprises two streams that flow into one another beyond the borough 

boundaries.   
  
2.95 The ‘south stream’ flows northeast along the southern boundary of Corby and Weldon 

passing by the sewage works to the south of the Corus works before flowing into the 
lake at Deene Park just beyond the eastern boundary of the Borough.   

 
2.96 The ‘northern stream’ flows east-northeast along the northern boundary of the 

Willowbrook East industrial estate, and Weldon Lodge, forming part of the boundary of 
the Borough at this point, before flowing into the northern end of the lake at Deene 
Park. 

 
2.97 The Willow Brook is designated of ‘Poor’ quality by the Environment Agency based on 

chemical parameters. 
 
2.98 The Willow Brook eventually flows into the River Nene, south of Northampton. 
 
 Harper’s Brook 
 
2.99 Harper’s Brook flows in an easterly direction through Great Oakley, near the southern 

boundary of the Borough.  It re-enters the area southwest of Stanion, flowing south and 
leaves the Borough near Laundimer Woods. 

  
2.100 No Environment Agency records are available for Harper’s Brook water quality 

designation. 
 
2.101 All of the rivers listed above are controlled waters and therefore, contamination of them 

could contravene Part IIA. 
 
 Surface Water Abstractions 
 
2.102 There are a three operational surface water abstraction licences in the Borough.  

These are as follows: 
 

 River Welland at Middle Bridge northwest of Gretton (abstraction for a trout 
fishery) 

 Tributary to the River Welland at Rockingham Castle farm (abstraction for a 
agricultural purposes) 

 Willow Brook at the southwest corner of the Corus works (abstraction for 
industrial use at the Corus works) 

 
2.103 Details of the surface water abstraction points are shown on Figure 5. 
 
 

Naturally Metal Enriched Soils in Corby Borough 
 
2.104 The Northampton Sand and Ironstone Formation is well documented as a rock type 

with naturally occurring levels of arsenic above the ICRCL ‘threshold’ levels.   
  
2.105 This rock type occurs extensively over the area covered by Corby Borough as outlined 

in the Geology section of this strategy.  However, whilst this formation is known to have 
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naturally high of levels of arsenic its ability to leach is based on site conditions e.g. soil 
PH.  If site specific analysis shows that arsenic is leaching pollution of controlled water 
would have to be considered in addition to the risk to human health. 

 
2.106 Over most of the Borough the Northampton Sand and Ironstone Formation is overlain 

by boulder clay which will from an effective ‘cap’ preventing direct contact by people or 
animals.  It is therefore unlikely to prove an immediate problem.  However, the Council 
are aware of the presence of this potential contaminant and will include appropriate 
conditions within planning consents in affected areas.  

 
 Past Industrial Use  
 
2.107 In the 1870’s, the building of the Kettering-Monton Railway line began the 

transformation of Corby from a rural village to a major industrial town.  The railway line 
prompted the development of the brick-making industry.  The local clay was ideal for 
brick making, initially for the railway, then as a continuing industry. 

  
2.108 Brick working became the major source of employment for Corby in the 1880s. 
 
2.109 Raw iron ore deposits first seen as unsuitable for steel-making due to their high 

phosphorus and sulphur content in the 1880’s were found to be valuable resources at 
the turn of the century using Bessemer converters to remove the phosphorus and a 
shallow open hearths process which allowed the metal to be watched and controlled as 
the process progressed. 

 
2.110 The construction of two blast furnaces at Corby in 1907, and a third in 1917 with aid 

from the Ministry of Munitions, allowed the demand for iron for the First World War to 
be met. 

 
2.111 The 1930’s saw the construction of an integrated plant for the manufacture of iron, 

steel, steel strip and steel tubes at Corby. 
 
2.112 The ‘Works’ comprised the following: 
 

 Three blast furnaces and a fourth in reserve for iron-making 

- Coke was supplied from two coke oven plants and the ore was supplied 
from the local quarries 

 Two steel-making plants. 

- Basic Oxygen Plant used molten iron and scrap steel to convert iron into 
steel for welded tubes by blowing oxygen and powdered lime onto the 
surface of the metal at supersonic speed 

- Electronic Furnace Plant used two conventional basic arc furnaces to 
produce high-grade steel of both carbon and alloy qualities used primarily 
for the manufacture of seamless tubes. 

 Rolling Mills with the main purpose to produce strip for the tube mills 

 Six tube-making plants 
 
2.113 In 1962, the industrial areas of Corby comprised the following: 
 

 Stewarts and Lloyds (approximately 300 acres) 

- Main complex between Gretton Brook and Weldon Road (A427) and East 
of railway to Prior’s Hall Quarry.  Stewarts and Lloyds also controlled an 
extensive area with industrial planning permission to the south of the A427 
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 St. James Industrial Area (36 acres) 

- South of Weldon Road (A427) and East of the railway.  Sixteen industrial 
units had been built by late1964 

  
 Earlstrees Industrial Area (152 acres) 

- East of Rockingham Road (A6116).  The area lies over an ironstone quarry, 
part of which, to the east by the railway, was still being worked.  Includes 
two large factories, a car electrical components factory built in the mid-
1950s next to Rockingham Road and a potato crisp factory built in 1963 

 Other Industry 

- Two small clothing factories in Corby 
 
2.114 The 1965 Master Plan for the New Town also identified the following quarries for future 

development: 
 

 Earlstrees    (to be worked out by 1969) 

 Rockingham    (to be worked out by 1973) 

 Priors Hall    (to be worked out by 2000) 

 Cowthick    (to be worked out by 2010) 

 Longhills    (no completion date given) 

 Brookfield Cottage   (no completion date given) 
 

2.115 Further ironstone workings in the vicinity of Corby include: 
 

 Great Oakley    (worked 1963-1983) 

 Little Oakley    (worked 1983-2003) 

 East Carlton    (intended to be worked 1984) 
 
2.116 Figure 6 shows the worked out quarries in and around the Borough. 
  
2.117 Since 1982, 180 hectares of land within Corby has been developed for industry, 

namely Earlstrees, Oakley Hay, Weldon, Willowbrook and Phoenix Park. 
 
2.118 Corby Enterprise Zone, established in 1981 for a designated ten years, was a great 

boost to the local economy.  The three zones comprised business/industry/distribution 
warehouses in the industrial areas of Earlstrees, Weldon North and Weldon South.  
The Enterprise Zone Scheme expired in June 1991 and normal planning controls now 
operate in these areas. 

 
2.119 Much of the industrial land is still owned by British Steel plc. and having been worked 

for minerals is not of high agricultural value. 
 
 

Current Industrial Use 
 
2.120 The locations of the main industrial areas remain much as they were in 1962. 
 
2.121  According to the 1999 Northamptonshire Economic and Labour Market Assessment 

the employment profile of Corby Borough is as follows: 
  
 Manufacturing      53%  
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 Wholesale/retail trade     15%, 

 Construction         2% 

 Other service industries    33% 
  
2.122 Manufacturing remains the dominant sector in Corby, although extensive office 

accommodation has attracted considerable service and general business support. 
  
2.123 The automotive sector also continues to thrive, with development of the Rockingham 

Motor Speedway intended to raise its profile even more. 
 
 
 Known Information on Contamination 
 
2.124 The Council has approximately 129 geotechnical reports covering the period of 1980 to 

1996.  However, less than half of these reports have any environmental sampling and 
testing included.  Due to time constraints in developing the Strategy, all the reports 
could not be reviewed in detail, however, a representative set of reports were reviewed 
in brief and the following findings were noted. 

  
2.125 All of the ground investigation reports for the areas listed above conducted testing 

using the ICRCL suite of chemicals, and therefore, the emphasis was on sampling soils 
for immobile contaminants such as heavy metals and not for more mobile organic 
contaminants.  

 
2.126 Seldom were groundwater samples collected, so risks to groundwater may not have 

been adequately addressed. 
 
2.127 The reports which include environmental sampling and testing concentrated on the 

following re-worked steelworks areas: 
 

 Cleared sites of Glebe and Deene coke ovens 

 Areas of iron-making and basic oxygen supply (BOS) plants 

 Rolling mills area 

 Deene quarry 

 Weldon slag banks 

 Soot banks 
 
2.128 The Deene coke ovens were constructed in the late 1950’s and included an acid plant, 

gas holder and amenity building.  It was recommended that the “heavily contaminated 
ground” noted during the investigation prior to their construction be removed before 
development and backfilled with opencast spoil which was capped with boulder clay.   

 
2.129 The chemical testing conducted by the R&D section of British Steel in order to facilitate 

proper disposal of solid and liquid waste from the site found high levels of sulphate in 
both soil and groundwater, together with low levels of zinc, lead and cadmium in the 
soils.  The material was approved for dumping on British Steel’s North Bank site, a tip 
licensed to receive non-toxic waste. 

 
2.130 The groundwater below Glebe Coke Ovens was reported to contain a wash oil (a light 

absorbing oil used to recover benzole from the coal gas stream).  Major components of 
the wash oil include benzene, toluene and xylenes. 
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2.131 The site of the iron-making plant comprised the following principal items and 

associated potential contaminants: 
 

 Blast furnaces:  cyanide, heavy metals, ammonia, asbestos, sulphate, chloride 

 Sinter plant:  chlorides (resulting from coke quenched by high chloride effluents) 

 Gas cleaning plant and Dorr thickeners:  cyanide, heavy metals, phenols, 
ammonia, thiocyanate 

 Ore crushing:  mineral oils 

 Ore beds:  heavy metals (from recycled flue dusts) 

 Power plant:  acids and alkalis 
 
2.132 The site of the BOS plant comprised the following principal items and associated 

potential contaminants: 
 

 Acid storage areas:  acids 

 Tar tanks:  tars 

 Dorr thickeners:  heavy metals, fluoride 

 Scrap metal storage:  heavy metals 

 Refractory linings:  heavy metals. 

 Slag:  sulphide, sulphate 

 BOS plant:  sulphate, sulphide, chloride, heavy metals 
 
2.133 A ground investigation for the installation of sewers, foundations and road design found 

soils contaminated with phenols, lead and zinc.  One groundwater sample reported 
zinc at concentrations of 7,600 μg/l. 

  
2.134 The recommendation of the report was to remove and dispose of the ‘hot spots’ of 

contaminated soil and notify the water authority of possible groundwater contamination. 
 
2.135 Rolling mills formerly occupied parts of the Corby steelworks known as Exchange 

Sidings, located south of the BOS plant and north of the Heavy Rolling Mills.  The site 
was covered by approximately 4m thick layer of compact ash containing variable 
amounts of limestone, concrete, slag, refractory materials and general building and 
demolition rubble.  The fill was removed for stability reasons, and the resulting void was 
filled with imported crushed limestone, rolled and compacted. 

 
2.136 Soil and groundwater samples from the site were reported to have high levels of 

sulphate as well as levels of arsenic above the trigger values for domestic gardens.  
The water was not tested for arsenic.  Lubricating oil was found in one area of fill, 
approximately 1.5 m beneath ground level but was not considered a threat to any 
proposed building or service connections. 

 
2.137 Deene Quarry was a large opencast ironstone mine operated from 1940 to 1952.  The 

resulting void was in-filled with mine spoil and various wastes from the steel works.  On 
cessation of steel making in Corby the site had several toxic liquid and sludge waste 
lagoons and a number of tips where solid waste ranging from inert slags to highly toxic 
liquids from coke manufacture were dumped under license.  
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2.138 Liquid waste was stored in six ponds at the quarry.  According to the waste licenses, 

the following wastes were stored: 
 

 Ponds 1,2 and 3:  aliphatic hydrocarbons, aromatic hydrocarbons, phenols, sodium 
and potassium cyanide, sulphuric acid 

 Pond 4:  oil/water mixtures 

 Ponds 5 and 6:  chromic acid, aliphatic acids, alkali metal oxides and hydroxides, 
calcium oxide, alkaline cleaners, ferrous sulphate, contaminated water, mineral oil, 
kerosene, oil/water mixtures, fats, waxes, greases, tank cleaning sludge, paint 
waste 

 
2.139 Corby District Council subsequently acquired most of the quarry. 
  
2.140 A lined waste facility was completed in 1991 and materials from some of the toxic 

waste lagoons were transferred to it.  
 
2.141 A monitoring programme was initiated in 1991 to monitor the groundwater for a range 

of water quality parameters (e.g. ammoniacal nitrogen, chemical oxygen demand, 
sulphate, chloride), heavy metals of zinc, copper, lead, and additional ions (e.g. 
calcium, magnesium, potassium). 

 
2.142 Weldon Slag Banks, previously the Longhills opencast ironstone pit has been used as 

a tip for slag and other iron works waste including flue dust from primary dust catchers 
of the blast furnace. 

 
2.143 An investigation for a proposed factory at the Weldon site found heavily contaminated 

ground associated with prior use as coke ovens and by-products plant.  The soils were 
tested for zinc, lead and cadmium only.  The report recommended removing the soils 
before development. 

 
2.144 The Soot Banks are accumulations of coarse flue dust from primary dust catchers at 

the blast furnaces predominantly comprising a small bank by the railway sidings.  
Leachate from the waste heaps being discharged into Willow Brook stream presented 
no water quality problems, according to the National Rivers Authority (NRA) in 1991.  
The tips contained lead at maximum recorded levels of 2,085 mg/kg, zinc at maximum 
recorded levels of 5,110 mg/kg and cadmium at maximum recorded levels of 8 mg/kg.  
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3.      Aims and Priorities of the Inspection Strategy 
 

 
 

Aims of the Strategy 
 
3.1 The key aim of the Strategy is to ensure that all those affected by and involved in the 

inspection of potentially contaminated land have a clear understanding of:  
 

 The rationale for the inspections 

 How they will be carried out 

 The timescale for completion 
 
3.2 Specifically, the Council’s Strategy has the following aims: 
 

 To ensure that where development of sites takes place in the Corby Borough that 
the process deals effectively with any land contamination 

 To encourage re-use of previously developed land and boost market confidence 
in the redevelopment of such sites, thereby reducing pressure on Greenfield sites 

 Ensure that all land within Corby Borough is ‘suitable for use’ 

 To manage the liability issues associated with the Council’s existing land 
holdings and avoid any new liability associated with land acquisitions 

 To encourage voluntary action by polluters or other appropriate persons 

 To place the economic burden of dealing with historical pollution on the polluter 
where possible 

 To reduce or remove the perceived blight associated with land contamination by 
promoting its remediation and effectively communicating risk 

 To ensure remediation requirements are sustainable, durable, practical and cost-
effective 

 
3.3 The Council will prioritise sites of potentially contaminated land and allocate resources 

to the sites of most serious concern. 
  
3.4 The Council’s priorities in dealing with contaminated land are consistent with the 

statutory guidance contained in circular 02/2000: 
 

 To protect human health 

 To protect controlled waters 

 To protect designated ecosystems 

 To protect damage to property 
 
3.5 Of these, the Council’s first priority in dealing with contaminated land is to protect 

human health.  The largest towns and villages have the largest number of the most 
sensitive receptors (humans) who are given the highest priority by the Council.  The 
method by which the Council’s desk top study prioritises sites for attention will take 
account of all variable factors. 
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Objectives and Milestones 
 
3.7 The objectives of this Strategy have taken into account the following circumstances 

indicated in the Statutory Guidance: 
 

 Any available evidence that significant harm or pollution of controlled waters is 
actually being caused 

 The extent to which any sensitive receptor (listed in Table A of the Statutory 
Guidance) is likely to be found in any of the different parts of the authority’s area 

 The extent to which any of those receptors is likely to be exposed to a 
contaminant 

 The extent to which information on land contamination is already available 

 The history, scale and nature of industrial or other activities, which may have 
contaminated the land in different parts of its area 

 The nature and timing of past redevelopment in different parts of its area 

 The extent to which remedial action has already been taken by the authority or 
others to deal with land contamination problems, or is likely to be taken as part of 
an impending redevelopment 

 
3.8 Specific objectives of the Strategy are: 
 

 The protection of human health will be given the highest priority. 

 The inspection process will consider the sites posing the greatest risk first 

 The inspection process will target areas where contamination is most likely to be 
found 

 The inspection process will treat land for which the authority may be the 
‘appropriate person’ the same as all other land 

 To carry out checking of assumptions and inspection priorities at appropriate 
intervals (see section 8. of this document for details) 
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4.     Priority Actions, Timescales and Resources 
 

 
 
 Priorities 
 
4.1 In order to carry out the inspection of contaminated land in an ordered and efficient 

manner, the Council have set the following priorities:  
 

 Carry out a desk study using historical maps, trade directories, geological and 
hydrological maps, protected areas, etc. 

 Produce a prioritised list of potentially contaminated sites justified by established 
likely pollutant linkages at the site 

 Produce informative GIS maps that will facilitate understanding of high priority 
sites 

 Prepare a list of contractors that could undertake site investigations, risk 
assessments and if need be, remediation of sites within the Borough 

 Prepare a bid for resources to carry out detailed investigations for the highest 
priority sites, where the Council is the ‘appropriate person’ 

 Prepare procedures to communicate risks to land owners or other ‘appropriate 
persons’ for the highest priority sites 

 Prepare policies necessary for the Council to fulfil its statutory duties under part 
IIA (i.e. develop a contaminated land policy, an enriched soils policy, 
confidentiality policy, etc.) 

 
4.2 The details of future priorities will be determined once these tasks are complete and 

will be incorporated as part of a strategy document update.  
 
 
 Timescales  
  
 Short Term Objectives (12 Months) 
 
4.3 The timeframe proposed for the priorities listed in 4.1 is twelve months from date of 

strategy publication. Future timescales will be dependant on the Council’s resources 
and projected funding over the next few years. 
  

4.4 Timeframes proposed in the approved Local Agenda 21 Action Plan include the 
following: 

 
Medium-Term Objectives (3 - 5 years): 

 
 To investigate suspected contaminated land and the threat of groundwater 

pollution 

 To identify funds for the remediation of contaminated land 

 To operate the polluter pays principle and the precautionary principle 
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Long-Term Objectives (10 - 20 years): 
 
 To enable remediation of contaminated land within the Borough 

 
Inspection Tasks  

 
4.5 The basic tasks required to inspect the Council’s area for contaminated land are set out 

below: 
 

 Establish a team within the Council and allocate responsibilities regarding 
contaminated land 

 Establish links with statutory bodies and appropriate local organisations 

 Acquire information required to carry out a desk study for the area 

 Establish systems to manage all relevant information relating to potentially 
contaminated land and keep it up to date 

 Carry out the initial desk based study 

 Prioritise sites that may be potentially contaminated for more detailed 
assessment 

 Carry out preliminary risk assessments of sites of highest priority 

 Carry out detailed inspections for sites of highest priority 

 Use risk assessment to determine whether inspected sites are contaminated land 

 Place details of all regulatory action taken by the enforcing authority in respect of 
the remediation of contaminated land.  

 Assess new information as it becomes available 

 Respond to enquiries, complaints and requests for information 

 Review the Strategy and performance against objectives and targets to ensure 
statutory compliance, and to monitor progress 

 
Cost and Resources 

 
4.6 The process of dealing with contaminated land has the potential to be expensive both 

in financial terms and employee time and resources.  The investigation process will 
require professional technical advice and probably specialist legal advice. 

 
4.7 Sites where the Council is required to carry out investigative, or remedial action have 

the potential to be extremely expensive.  It is not normally possible to recover the costs 
of investigative works from those involved.  

 
4.8 The time taken to carry out numerous investigations will have an impact on the work of 

the Environmental Services Department and by implication other departments of the 
Council, in particular Legal Services.  As the process develops the resource 
implications will be stated within the Business Plan for the Section and will detail the 
manner in which the contaminated land regime will be managed and the likely knock-
on effects to other functions of the Section, that will occur. 

 
4.9 Some funding of consultants is currently included in budgets for 2001/2002 but it will be 

essential that this is sufficient to allow the process to continue in subsequent years.  
This however would not be an available option if the authority is to retain its Debt Free 
status. 

 



  

 

Corby Borough Council – Contaminated Land Strategy 33 

 

 

4.10 Detailed financial assessments of the cost implications of the contaminated land 
regime will be presented to the Director of Finance through the annual estimate 
process. 

 
4.11 The Council may apply if it so chooses for Supplementary Credit Approval (SCA) from 

Central Government for capital costs incurred in dealing with land contamination where 
it: 

 
 Owns the land 

 Is responsible for its contamination 

 Has other statutory responsibilities for carrying out remediation 

and for 

 Site investigation 
 

4.12  If successful the Council would be issued with an SCA, which permits it to raise money 
to finance the remediation, and the revenue implications of serving the borrowing are 
then taken into account in the Revenue Support Grant for subsequent years. This 
however would not be an available option if the Authority is to maintain its debt free 
status. 

 
 
 
 



  

 

Corby Borough Council – Contaminated Land Strategy 34 

 

 

5. Procedures  
 

 
 
 Internal Management Arrangements 
 
5.1 The Environmental Services Department has responsibility for the implementation of 

Part IIA EPA 1990, although close co-ordination will be maintained with the Planning 
and Building Control Departments. 

  
5.2 The vast majority of contaminated land issues are currently addressed though the 

planning regime.  It is anticipated that redevelopment of brownfield sites, and the 
associated planning controls, will remain the primary mechanism for dealing with 
contaminated land. 

 
5.3 Any remediation agreed as a planning condition will be dealt with under planning 

controls and not under Part IIA.  
 
5.4 The Principal Environmental Services Officer (Domestic) will deal with the day-to-day 

implementation of the Strategy once approved by elected members.   
 
5.5 Delegation for service of remedial notice is at Principal Officer or above. 
 
5.6 Elected members will be informed at the earliest opportunity of any plans to designate 

an area of Council-owned land, or land where the Council is the ‘appropriate person’ 
and therefore may be liable for remediation costs. 

 
 
 Considering Local Authority Interests in Land 
 
5.7 The Council has legal obligations under Part IIA by virtue of its current or former 

ownership or occupation of land. 
 
5.8 The Council cannot take legal action against itself but must demonstrate that it has 

discharged its obligations. 
 
5.9 Land owned by the Council will be subject to the same risk assessment process as all 

other land within the Borough. 
 
5.10 If any of the Council’s land is determined to be contaminated land, the Council will 

implement a remediation plan, subject to resources available, and the site will be listed 
on the public register, with details of all regulatory action taken by the enforcing 
authority in respect of the remediation of the land.  Such land will not be designated as 
contaminated land on the register. 

 
5.11 Any redevelopment on Council-owned land will comply with the risk assessment 

process and remediation requirements, as required under planning control. 
 
5.12 Acquisition of future land by the Council will seek advice on contamination, liaison with 

the Environmental Services Department, and an intrusive investigation, if necessary, 
before acquisition is completed. 

 
5.13 Where a tenant of the Council is the appropriate person, the Council will act 

responsibly as a landlord and look to supplement enforcement action with 
landlord/tenant powers where appropriate. 
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 Information Collection 
 
5.14 This section outlines the arrangements and procedures for obtaining information in 

locating sources of contamination, pathways and receptors.  Data is required to enable 
the Council to identify pollutant linkages. 

 
 Existing Data 
 
5.15 The Council has the following information available: 
 

 NLUD Brownfield Land Register 

 Derelict Land Survey 

 Register of Planning Applications 

 Records of British Steel (Corus) including site investigations, borehole logs, etc  

 Building Regulations Application Information 

 A 1938 historical map of the Borough 

 Environment Agency Groundwater Vulnerability Map of the Borough 

 Digitised base map of the Borough 

 Digitised aerial photographs of the Borough 

 Past ground investigations for areas of suspected contamination and any 
remedial action that has occurred 

 Environment Agency records regarding old landfill sites, abstraction points; 
consented discharge etc. 

 
 Data to be Collected 
 
5.16 The Council has employed Bullen Consultants Limited to obtain or review the following 

information to be used during a desk study for the area: 
 

 Kellys trade directories 

 Historical Ordnance Survey Maps of the Borough 

 Geological map of the Borough 

 Source protection information for the Borough 

 Relevant information held by the Environment Agency, English Nature, English 
Heritage, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF), Health and Safety 
Executive 

 Petroleum site records held by the Petroleum Officer at the County Council 

 Groundwater Vulnerability map of the area 
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Information and Complaints 
 
5.17 This section outlines the arrangements and procedures for dealing with information and 

complaints from interested parties. 
 

Response to Enquiries and Complaints 
 
5.18 The procedure for logging complaints and enquiries received by the Environmental 

Services Department will follow the procedure currently used to deal with statutory 
nuisance complaints. 

 
5.19 The Environmental Services Department will carry out the following actions: 
 

 Determine if the enquiry should be dealt with under Part IIA or through another 
regulatory regime 

 Record the complaint 

 Contact the complainant regarding the complaint within 10 working days of 
receipt 

 Keep the complainant informed of progress 
 
5.20 Every effort will be made to resolve complaints quickly and efficiently, however the 

legislative framework presents a number of criteria that must be followed: 
 

 Proof of a viable pollutant linkage before any formal designation as contaminated 
land is permissible 

 Prior consultation with interested parties before designation as contaminated land 

 A minimum of three months between designation and serving of a remediation 
notice 

 The requirement that the enforcing authority makes every effort to identify the 
original polluter of the land (i.e. Class A person) 

 
 Confidentiality 
 
5.21 All complainants will be asked to supply their names and addresses and the property 

giving rise to the complaint. 
 
5.22 The complainant’s identify will remain confidential. 
 
5.23 This information may become public if a remediation notice is appealed in a court of 

law. 
 
 Voluntary Provision of Information 
 
5.24 If a person or organisation provides information relating to contaminated land that is not 

directly affecting their health, the health of their family, or their property, this will not be 
treated as a complaint. 
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5.25 The information will be recorded and may be acted upon.  However, the Council has no 

obligation to keep the person or organisation informed of progress, although it may 
choose to do so as general good practice. 

 
5.26 The Council will have regard to the reliability, quality and adequacy of any voluntary 

information received, and will only act on bona fide information corroborated with 
scientific evidence. 

 
5.27 The Council will use its knowledge and experience to decide what, if any, further 

investigation is required. 
 
 Anonymous Provision of Information 
 
5.28 The Council does not normally undertake investigations based on anonymously 

supplied information, and this general policy will be adopted for cases relating to 
contaminated land. 

 
 
 Information Evaluation 
 
5.29 Data gathered from the information outlined in the section above, along with 

information gathered from statutory bodies, will be evaluated for its currency, validity 
and overall reliability. 

 
5.30 Information will be kept up to date. 
 
5.31 Maps will be generated from the Council’s MapInfo Geographical Information System 

(GIS) to help evaluate areas of potentially high risk from contaminated land.  The 
information is spatial and therefore the GIS enables the overlay of information about 
contaminants, their pathways (i.e. geology) and location of sensitive receptors (e.g. 
residential gardens). 

 
Evaluating Information on Actual Harm or Pollution 

 
5.32 Intrusive investigations involving sampling and chemical analysis will be necessary to 

demonstrate actual harm or pollution of controlled waters. 
 
5.33 The Council may appoint consultants to conduct such work and interpret the data. 
 

Evaluating Contaminant Sources versus Receptors 
 
5.34 A site-specific risk assessment will be used to determine the likely risk posed to 

sensitive receptors from potential contaminant sources.  Site-specific risk assessments 
use sampling results from an intrusive investigation and an appropriate model to 
determine an acceptable level of a specific chemical on the site.  The models must 
have other specified input criteria which must be fully explained and justified in the 
report. 

 
5.35 The Council may appoint consultants to conduct such work and interpret the data. 
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 Effectiveness of Previous Remediation  
 
5.36 Under development control legislation, the Council’s primary duty has traditionally been 

to protect human health. Under Part IIA, land must be suitable for its use. 
 
5.37 Previous remedial action may have been undertaken on development sites that were 

not sufficient to manage the risks.  These sites may be re-assessed, but will not be a 
priority.  The age of development may be a factor. 

 
5.38 Former landfill sites within the Borough may need to be re-assessed according to 

statutory guidance. 
 
5.39 Remediation works reflected the understanding of risk at the time and may be reviewed 

in the event of revised guidance being published. 
 
 

Managing and Reporting on the Process 
 
5.40 The Council is required to provide information on an annual basis to the Environment 

Agency on action taken.  This information detailing actions and progress made in the 
preceding period will be reported to the appropriate Council Committee. 
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6. Liaison and Communications 
 

 
 
6.1 The Council have recently completed a Draft Consultation Strategy (2001), which outlines 

methods of consultation that feedback into its decision making process.  The methods 
outlined are to be applied to a formal consultation process. 

  
6.2 The following guidelines on good practice on consultation are included within the Draft 

Consultation Strategy: 
 

 Define early on what level you are going to consult and what you plan to do with the 
results 

 Coordinate all consultation centrally 

 Keep a register of all consultation undertaken and a database of addresses 
contacted 

 Maintain strict confidentiality standards in accordance with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act 

 Create a timetable for the consultation process, with stages or steps to take 

 Provide feedback on the results of the exercise, decisions taken and information on 
future decisions 

 
 
 Statutory Regulators 
 
6.3 Safeguarding human health and the environment is the responsibility of many agencies.  

It is therefore important for the Council to have effective liaison with them. 
 
6.4 The Statutory Guidance (paragraph B.11) requires the local authority to consult with the 

Environment Agency and other appropriate bodies such as statutory regeneration bodies, 
English Nature, English Heritage, DEFRA and the Foods Standards Agency when 
developing its Contaminated Land Strategy. 

 
6.5 In order to comply with this requirement, a draft copy of the Strategy has been circulated 

amongst these organisations for comment.  Where appropriate the documentation has in 
light of these comments been amended. 

 
 Provision of Information to the Environment Agency 
 
6.6 The Environment Agency is required from time to time or when requested to prepare a 

report for the Secretary of State on the state of contaminated land in England and Wales. 
 
6.7 A memorandum of understanding has been drawn up between the Environment Agency 

and the Local Government Association that describes how information will be exchanged 
between the two organisations. 

 
6.8 The Council will therefore provide information to the Environment Agency following the 

guidelines agreed through this national forum. 
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6.9 The Council must also provide information to the Environment Agency whenever a site is 

designated as contaminated land and whenever a remediation notice, statement or 
declaration is issued or agreed. 

 
 
 Landowners, Occupiers and Other Interested Parties 
 
6.10 The Council’s approach to its regulatory duties is to seek voluntary action before taking 

enforcement action.  Hence, the Council will also put into place arrangements and 
procedures for communicating with the owners or occupiers of land, and other interested 
parties, such as solicitors and appropriate public bodies. 

 
6.11 The Council cannot serve a remediation notice until three months after the site had been 

designated as contaminated land, except in urgent cases. 
 
6.12 The Council will keep interested parties informed at each stage of an investigation. 
 
 
 The Wider Community 
 
6.13 The Council may wish to implement a programme of encouraging the public to come 

forward and volunteer their knowledge.  Regular press briefings on feedback of results 
and timetables of consultation events will help promote this. 

 
6.14 The Council will publish the completed Strategy on its website as soon as development 

allows. 
 
6.15 The ‘Liaison Press Release Officer’ within the Council will generate press releases and 

include articles as appropriate within the quarterly newspaper ‘Corby Our Borough’ to 
inform the general public of progress and changes within the Council. 

 
6.16 People living on or near to an area that is designated as contaminated land will naturally 

have concerns about their health and well-being.  The Council will seek to communicate 
with such people in a sensitive manner.   

 
6.17 The Council will treat any concerns raised by a member of public seriously and with 

respect, recognising the importance of the issues to the individual. 
 
6.18 Members of the public may believe that any material that is not naturally present in the 

ground should be removed, especially if it is in the vicinity of their home.  It will be 
important to explain this can only be done where a risk of significant harm occurs.  It is not 
practical or financially viable to remove all risks from contaminated sites and in some 
cases is not technically possible to do so.  It is expected some members of the public may 
have difficulty accepting this. 

 
6.19 Community acceptance of decisions is very important if contaminated sites are to be 

managed successfully and effectively.  Some people are more likely to be concerned if 
vulnerable sections of the public, such as young children, are exposed to contamination.  
Other people may perceive certain contaminants more harmful, depending on their level 
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of familiarity with the chemical and its effects.  People will generally be more concerned 
with the consequences of an incident than the likelihood of its occurrence. 

 
6.20 The Council may in the future nominate a contaminated land officer with responsibility for 

communicating risks about potential contaminated land to the public.  Where appropriate, 
a public information leaflet may be produced. 

 
6.21 The Council will follow the guidance published by SNIFFER regarding the communication 

of risks associated with contaminated land in the future.  The handbook sets out the 
following four steps to communicate risk: 

 
 When to communicate 

 Who to communicate with – identifying stakeholders 

 What to communicate 

 How to communicate 
 
6.22 The level of information will vary in technical detail.  The Council will endeavour to provide 

advice that is appropriate to the needs of the recipient. 
 

Written Records and Communications  
 
Determination of Contaminated Land 

 
6.23  The Council has the sole responsibility for determining whether any land appears to be 

‘contaminated land’ using the information available to it and undertaking appropriate 
scientific and technical assessments.  However, it may be provided with advice and 
information from the Environment Agency and other statutory bodies to assist in that 
determination.  

 
Written Records of Determination 

 
6.24 The determination must be recorded in written form and include: 
 

 Description of the particular significant pollutant linkage(s), identifying the 
source, the pathway and the receptor 

 A summary of the evidence upon which the determination has been made 

 A summary of the relevant assessments of this evidence 

 A summary of the way in which the requirements of the statutory guidance have 
been satisfied 

 
Notification of the Determination of Contaminated land 
  

6.25 The Council will notify in writing: 
 

 The ‘appropriate person’ or ‘persons’ in respect of the site 

 The site owner (if different from above) 

 The site occupier (if different from above) 

 The ‘appropriate agency’ i.e. the Environmental Agency 
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6.26 On issue of this notification there is a minimum 3 month consultation period with the    
         parties involved on what remediation is appropriate. 
  
6.27 At the same time as issuing the notification the Council will provide to the parties involved: 
 

 Information on the determination 

 Site investigation information 

 An indication of why it believes the parties should be included in the process 

 The names and addresses of others included 
 

all as appropriate. 
 
6.28 The Council will also inform the Environment Agency to allow it to consider: 
 

 Whether the site should be designated as a ‘Special Site’ 

 Whether it wishes to provide site specific guidance to the Council 

 Whether it requires more information about the site 
  
6.29 It is likely that this 3 month period will bring forth information relating to other potential 
         ‘appropriate persons’ and the site which may lead to other parties being included in the 
         process. 
 

Urgent Remedial Action 
  
6.30 The exception to the above will be if the Council is satisfied that there is an imminent 

danger of serious harm or serious pollution of controlled waters being caused, when it 
may ensure that urgent remediation is carried out by dispensing with the 3 month 
consultation period.    

 
6.31 If it is considered that even the immediate service of a remediation notice will not result in 

action being taken soon enough (for example because an appropriate person cannot 
be found), the Council may carry out the work itself; see Section 8. 

 
Remediation Notices 

 
6.32 If the Council serves a remediation notice it will identify a full and detailed remediation 

scheme and attempt to agree with the appropriate person(s) the remediation to be 
carried out. 
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7. Programme for Inspection and Arrangements for 
Detailed Inspections 

 
 
 
 
 Prioritisation of Sites for Inspection 
 
7.1 A desk study to identify, categorise and prioritise all potentially contaminated land, as 

defined in the DETR Circular 02/2000 within the Corby Borough area is currently being 
undertaken by Bullen Consultants Limited.  

 
7.2 A risk assessment can only be as good as the data gathered, including the detail of the 

data, amount of data, and quality/confidence in the data.  Since the Council is unlikely 
to have sample and analysis data from an intrusive investigation of most of the 
potentially contaminated sites identified, the Council’s immediate requirement is for a 
‘risk screening’ process. 

 
7.3 Risk screening has the advantages of simplicity, categorising risks as High, Medium or 

Low and recognising the uncertainties and deficiencies inherent in the currently 
available information.  The risk screening follows a consistent, structured process to 
assign risk so as to limit personal bias and be reproducible by a second assessor. 

 
7.4 The methodology produced by Bullen Consultants Limited categorises sites into one of 

nine ‘Priority Categories’ without the need for laboratory test data.  However, if such 
data are available, they can be used to refine the prioritisation process. 

 
7.5 Adoption of this methodology will allow the Council to fulfil the requirements of DETR 

Circular 02/2000 in ‘identifying the most pressing and serious problems first and 
concentrating resources on areas where contaminated land is most likely to be found.’  

 
 Identification and Categorisation of Potential Pollutant Linkages 
 
7.6 The methodology to be adopted uses the computer model Priority©.  This model is 

based on the principles of prioritisation outlined in the Department of the Environment 
(DoE) Contaminated Land Research (CLR) Report No. 6.  However, as laboratory test 
data (required to effectively complete the prioritisation process outlined in the CLR 
Report No. 6) will not generally be available the detailed risk assessment process has 
been modified. 

  
7.7 The risk assessment process upon which Priority© is based comprises the following 

steps. 
 
 Step 1 – Identify Potential Sources 
 
7.8 Likely contaminant sources will be identified based on current and historical site usage 

obtained from, among other sources, trade directories and historical Ordnance Survey 
maps.  These will include a range of industrial and commercial sites in current or 
previous use for manufacturing, storage and/or disposal of potential contaminants, or 
sites where potentially contaminative processes are being, or have been, carried out.  
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7.9 It is impossible to list one unique chemical compound suite and claim that this is 

always indicative of contaminated land, since some receptors are more sensitive to 
certain chemicals and site-specific conditions will influence the potential for significant 
harm.  The prioritisation methodology will use relevant chemical lists (i.e. DOE Industry 
Profiles, Groundwater Directive List I and II) to identify likely sources from the sites. 

 
7.10 Site-specific records such as details of waste types deposited at a landfill, details of 

pollution incidents traced to a particular premises and existing ground investigation 
data will also be taken into account where appropriate. 

 
7.11 Once the potential contaminant list has been compiled for each site the potential for 

significant harm from each contaminant will be established by reference to contaminant 
specific data such as whether the chemical is toxic and/or carcinogenic to humans, in 
order to categorise the risk from the identified contaminants as High, Medium or Low. 

 
7.12 Where a site is identified as a ‘special site’ as defined in the DETR Circular 02/2000 

this will be noted and a recommendation given for early liaison with the Environment 
Agency to agree future action. 

 
 Step 2 – Identify Potential Receptors 
 
7.13 Identification and assessment of the sensitivity of potential receptors (i.e. persons, 

ecological systems, property or controlled waters that might be affected by 
contamination from the identified site) is based on Table A of DETR Circular 02/2000.   

 
7.14 The classification that will be used to define receptor sensitivity is as follows: 
 

 Class 1 - Human health adversely affected 

 Class 2 - Ecological Systems or Property (livestock or crops) adversely affected 

 Class 3 - Property (buildings) adversely affected 
 
Step 3 - Initial Categorisation 

 
7.15 When the potential sources and potential receptors have been identified and assessed 

the results will be combined in an Initial Categorisation Matrix; see Figure 7, to produce 
an initial site categorisation of Class A, B or C. 

 
 Step 4 – Identify Potential Pathways 
 
7.16 In the fourth stage of the assessment potential pathways linking the potential sources 

and potential receptors will be identified and categorised.  
 
7.17 The following factors will be considered when assessing potential pathways: 

 
 Site drainage 

 Site surfacing 

 Surface geology 

 Solid geology 

 Presence of underground mining 
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7.18 The risk that the pathway will allow the potential contaminant to reach the potential 

receptor is then assessed as High, Medium or Low.  
 
 Step 5 - Prioritisation 
 
7.19 The results of this final stage of assessment will then be input to a Prioritisation Matrix; 

see Figure 8, to assign a priority for inspection. 
 

Data Validation 
 
7.20 Data validation will involve checking the input data and output prioritisation on 

approximately twenty sites to ensure the appropriate degree of risk is assigned to the 
site regarding the identified pollutant linkage.  Periodic checks will also be made 
following the input of new data after the initial prioritisation has been carried out. 

  
 
 Investigating Potentially Contaminated Land 
 
7.21 The planning process has an important part to play in ensuring that any issues related 

to potential site contamination are addressed prior to redevelopment of any site in the 
Borough. 

  
7.22 This is supported by the government guidance that recognises that potential 

contamination is a material planning consideration, and that the development phase is 
the most cost-effective time to deal with problems associated with our industrial past.  
The government has clearly placed the onus on the developer to disclose all relevant 
information. 

 
7.23 A Contaminated Land Policy is in the process of being produced by the Council’s 

Environmental Services and Planning Departments that will provide planning advice to 
developers regarding the necessity to investigate potentially contaminated land.  The 
general outline of this guidance is given in Section 1. 
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8. Enforcement Actions and Liabilities 
 

 
 
 

Determination of Liability for Remediation 
 
8.1 In many cases even when ‘contaminated land’ has been determined and remediation 

action identified there may be more than one person who should be liable. 
 
8.2 On many sites there may have been a succession of operators who may be 

responsible for the pollution and also several site owners.  The Council must make 
reasonable enquiries to determine who these parties are. 

 
8.3 The regime identifies Class A persons as persons who caused or knowingly permitted 

a pollutant to be in, on or under land, and Class B persons as owners or occupiers of 
land where no class A person can be found. 

 
8.4 For each pollution linkage at a site the Council would consider whether there is a 

liability group of Class A persons, if none are found is there a liability group/Class B 
person.  If neither can be found then there is an orphan linkage.  

 
8.5 The Council is then required to carry out certain exclusion and apportion tests and if 

they apply, to exclude parties from the liability group. Details of the liability tests are 
presented in figure 9 ‘Liability Flow Chart’ (reproduced with kind permission from 
Trowers & Hamlins). 

 
8.6 These tests, exclusions and exemptions are extremely complex but are designed to 

finally determine who should be responsible for each remediation action. 
 
8.7 As part of that process it will be necessary to seek relevant information from those 

parties involved to determine relevant responsibilities between companies and their 
officers. 

 
 

Orphan Linkages 
 

8.8 An orphan linkage may arise where: 

a) the significant pollutant linkage relates solely to the pollution of controlled water 
(and not do significant harm) and no Class A person can be found. 

b) No Class A or Class b persons can be found; or 

c) Those who would otherwise be liable are exempted by one of the relevant statutory 
provisions (i.e. sections 78 (J), 78(K) or 78X(3)Environmental Protection Act 1990)
  

 
8.9 In any case where only one such orphan linkage has been identified then the Council 

will itself bear the cost of remediation. Where there is more than one linkage the 
authority will need to consider each remediation action separately.  
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Remediation by the Council 
 
8.10  There are a number of circumstances where the Council has the power to carry out the 

remediation action.  These are: 
 

 Urgent action is required and the service of an urgent remediation notice would 
not result in action being taken soon enough. 

 Where no ‘appropriate person’ has been found 

 Where it is precluded from requiring a person who would otherwise be an 
appropriate person to carry out the action.  This includes the exclusion tests 
referred to above and in cases of hardship etc. 

 There is a written agreement with the ‘appropriate person’ that the Council will 
carry out the work and that person will reimburse the costs. 

 That a remediation notice has not been complied with. 
  
8.11 These are separate from the Council’s duty to remediate its own land. 
 
 

Cost Recovery 
 
8.12  Where the Council has carried out works and incurred costs it is entitled to receive 

reasonable costs including inspection costs.  It will need to consider the circumstances 
in which it will seek to recover costs.  Details of the general principles regarding cost 
recovery are included in Appendix H. 

  
8.13 Immediate recovery of costs can be made by action in the County or High Court.  It is 

also possible to serve a charging notice to safeguard recovery or to impose a charge 
on the land in question. 

  
8.14 To serve a charging notice the appropriate person, must be a Class A person and an 

owner of all or part of the land.  Copies of the notice must also be served on anyone 
who has an interest in the property so as to be affected by the charge.  The charging 
notice can declare the costs to be payable with interest by instalments until the whole 
amount if paid. 

 
 

Enforcement 
 
8.15 The contaminated land regime is designed to encourage voluntary remediation of sites.  

The minimum 3 month consultation period following a determination of contaminated 
land, further discussions during the exclusion and liability process are designed to 
achieve this. 
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8.16 Voluntary remediation may avoid entries on the Contaminated Land Register (see 
section 11) and hence a perception of blight.  Also, the disposal of contaminated land 
may be exempt from requirement to pay landfill tax.   

 
8.17 There may be circumstances where enforcement action is required. Details of the 

enforcement process are presented in figure 10 ‘Enforcement Flow Chart’ (reproduced 
with kind permission of Trowers & Hamlins).  The Council additionally has an 
enforcement policy, which sets out its own criteria for action. 

 
  
8.18 This policy will be revised to specifically reflect the Part II A Contaminated Land 

Regime. 
 
 
 Remediation Actions 
 
8.19 If a remediation notice is served it will need to specify the remediation actions it 

requires to be carried out and the time periods within which such actions shall be 
completed.  Alternatively actions may be agreed with the appropriate person(s) without 
formal action being taken. 

  
8.20 The Council is required to consult the details of a notice with: 
 

 The appropriate person 

 The owner 

 Any persons who occupy whole or part of the land 
 
8.21 There are a number of actions that may be done by way of remediation, these are: 
 

 Assessment Action - Required to characterise in detail a significant pollution 
linkage, to enable a technical specification or design to be established, and 
where after remedial treatment action has been carried out to determine if further 
action may be needed. 

 Remedial Treatment Action -  The carrying out of works to prevent, minimise or 
remedy the effects of any significant harm. 

 Monitoring Action - To be carried out for the purpose of providing information on 
the contaminant, pathway or receptor, which may require further action. 
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9. Review Mechanisms 
 

 
 
 
9.1 Reviewing and monitoring are essential in order to track the changes that are occurring 

and to check that the situation is improving.  This section identifies procedures that link 
the receipt of additional information to the instigation of a review of the risk assessment 
for a particular site, and if necessary, a reassessment of risks and re-prioritisation of 
inspections. 

 
9.2 The Council will carry out the following reviews regarding the Strategy: 
 
 
 Review of Assumptions and Information 
 
9.3 The process for identifying potentially contaminated land is an ongoing activity.  The 

Statutory Guidance states the local authority shall inspect its area ‘from time to time’. 
However, no statutory timescales are provided and the frequency of inspection is highly 
dependent on resources and funding. 

 
9.4 The progress of the proposed inspection programme may be adversely affected should 

a significant number of sites requiring inspection be identified. 
 
 Triggers for Review of Site Prioritisation 
 
9.5 The Council recognise that there may be occasions where re-prioritisation may need to 

be conducted outside the inspection programme outlined in Section 7. 
  
9.6 Triggers for undertaking re-prioritisation may include the following: 
 

 Unplanned events (e.g. spill, flooding) 

 Unplanned changes to land introducing new receptors (e.g. housing is to be built 
on a potentially contaminated site, designation of a new protected ecosystem) 

 Supporting voluntary remediation (e.g. potentially liable party wish to undertake 
remediation before their land has been inspected by the Council) 

 Identification of localised health effects that appear to relate to a particular area 
of land 

 Responding to information from other statutory bodies, site owners/occupiers, or 
other interested parties 

 
9.7 Whilst these occurrences may trigger non-routine re-prioritisation, they will not 

significantly interfere with the milestones set out in the Council’s inspection 
programme. 

  
9.8 In addition, there may be occasions where the findings of previous inspection decisions 

need to be reviewed. 
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9.9 Triggers for reviewing inspection decisions may include the following: 
 

 Significant changes in legislation and/or remediation standards 

 The establishment of legal precedents 
 
 
 Review of Strategy Document 
 
9.10 Implementation of Part IIA during its first year may highlight sections of the Strategy 

that require modification. 
 
9.11 It is intended that the Strategy document will be reviewed after a year and that this 

review will be reported to Council Members. 
 
9.12 If there are significant changes to the Strategy, it may be appropriate to carry out 

further annual reviews or seek advice from other statutory consultees. 
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10.    Information Management 
 

 
 
 
 Data Storage 
 
10.1 It is expected that the Council will obtain a range of information, such as environmental 

consultants reports, historical maps and site plans that will be in different formats. 
  
10.2 The Council will extract the essential information for use in the prioritisation model and 

archive the paper records. 
 
10.3 The Council uses MapInfo Professional (version 6) as their GIS system.  This will be 

the primary tool used to manage contaminated land information.  The GIS is linked to a 
Microsoft Access database that allows information to be stored, sorted, and used in the 
preparation of reports. 

 
10.4 The GIS and Access database are integral to the prioritisation system for site 

inspections, outlined in Section 7. 
 
10.5 The Council will observe the requirements of the Data Protection Act, and the rules 

concerning commercial confidentiality. 
 
10.6 The Council will also abide by any licensing restrictions on the release of third party 

data. 
 
 

Data Protection 
 
10.7 Personal Data obtained for the purpose of the investigation of potentially contaminated 

land will be used only for that purpose.  
  
10.8 Collected data will be relevant, proportionate, accurate and not kept for longer than 

necessary.  Steps shall be taken by the authority to prevent unauthorised or unlawful 
processing of data. 

 
 
 Access to Information 
 
 The Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 
 
10.9 The Local Government (Access to Information) Act of 1985 gives members of the 

public the right to see background papers and committee papers, and also the right to 
attend committee meetings in relation to non-exempt agenda items.  For example, if a 
decision to serve a contaminated land remediation notice were taken to committee, this 
would be an exempt item. 
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10.10 This Act also gives members of the public the right to see a list specifying power 

delegated by Committee to officers and the names of those officers.  For example, 
under Section 78E, Part IIA of the EPA 1990, the public would have the right to see the 
delegation of serving a remediation notice in respect of contaminated land being given 
to the Principal Environmental Services Officer. 

 
 Access to Environmental Information Regulations 1992 
 
10.11 The Access to Environmental Information Regulations 1992 states that any person who 

requests information relating to the environment held by a local authority must be 
provided with it within two months. 

   
10.12 Certain categories of confidential information not be disclosed include: 
 

 Information that would affect legal action or public enquiry unless specifically 
required to be made public e.g. PIIA Regulations (see Section 10) 

 Information that would affect the confidentiality of the local authority or public 
body 

 Documents not yet complete 

 Internal communications 
 

 
Requests for Information 

 
10.13 The data collected for Part IIA contaminated land purposes will be held within the 

Environmental Services Department, Deene House, New Post Office Square, Corby.  
All enquiries and requests for access to data should be made there. 

  
10.14 Any requests for information shall be dealt with in accordance with the details set out 

above.  Documents may be viewed without charge and copies taken in accordance 
with Council’s current policy on charges. 

 
10.15 Where commercial organisations make requests for information that may require 

processing or interpretation it will be the Council’s policy to make an appropriate 
charge for this information. 

 
 
 
 



101Y316/1/A  Bullen Consultants Limited 
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11.    Register of Contaminated Land 
 

 
 
 
11.1 Under the regulations of Part IIA, the Council is required to maintain a public register of 

contaminated land.  The register will be held by the Environmental Services 
Department within the Council’s offices at Deene House in Corby.  It will be paper-
based, and be accessible on request by members of the public during office hours, 
Monday to Friday. 

 
11.2 Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Contaminated Land 

(England) Regs 2000 schedule 3 clearly specifies the information to be recorded on 
this register as follows: 

 
 Remediation notices 

 Details of site reports obtained by the authority relating to remediation notices 

 Remediation declarations, remediation statements and notifications of claimed 
remediation 

 Designation of ‘special sites’ 

 Any appeals lodged against remediation and charging notices 

 Convictions 
 
11.3 The public register will not include details of historical land use and other records used 

in the investigation of potentially contaminated land.  These are intended as research 
documents and as such will not be made available to the public. 

 
11.4 It should be noted that the recording of such information does not endorse any 

acceptance of quality of the data represented.  The completeness, accuracy and 
adequacy of such information remain with the appropriate persons or organisation 
producing it. 
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Glossary of Terms 
 
DETR Circular 02/2000 contains a detailed glossary of terms, which includes the legal terms 
used in Part IIA. This glossary outlines the key terms used in this document to assist those not 
familiar with the subject. Any section quoted refers to section 78 of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 as inserted by section 57 of the Environment Act 1995. 
 
 
Apportionment 
 
Any determination by the enforcing authority under section 78F(7) (that is, a division of the costs 
of carrying out any remediation action between two or more appropriate persons). 
 
Appropriate person 
 
Defined in section 78A(9) and is any person who is responsible for remediation. 
 
Assessment action 
 
A remediation action falling within the definition of remediation in section 78A(7)(a), that is the 
doing of anything for the purpose of assessing the condition of the contaminated land in 
question, or any controlled waters affected by that land or any land adjoining or adjacent to that 
land. 
 
Attribution 
 
The process of apportionment between liability groups. 
 
Aquifer 
 
Permeable strata that store and transmit water in economic quantities. 
 
Brownfield Land 
 
See 'Previously developed land'. 
 
Building 
 
Any structure or erection, and any part of a building including any part below ground, but not 
including plant or machinery comprised in a building. 
 
Caused or knowingly permitted 
 
Test for establishing responsibility for remediation, under section 78F(2). 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Charging notice 
 
A notice placing a legal charge on land served under section 78P(3)(b) by an enforcing authority 
to enable the authority to recover from the appropriate person any reasonable cost incurred by 
the authority in carrying out remediation. Any sections quoted refer to  
 
Class A liability group 
 
A liability group consisting of one or more Class A persons. 
 
Class A person 
 
A person who is an appropriate person by virtue of section 78(F)(2) (that is, because he has 
caused or knowingly permitted a pollutant to be in, on or under the land). 
 
 
Class B liability group  
 
A liability group consisting of one or more Class B persons. 
 
Class B person 
 
A person who is an appropriate person by virtue of section 78(F)(4) or (5) (that is, because he is 
the owner or occupier of the land in circumstances where a Class A person cannot be found 
with respect to a particular remediation action). 
 
CLEA 
 
Contaminated Land Exposure Assessment, a methodology for carrying out a risk assessment 
on human health. 
 
Collective action 
 
A mediation action which addresses together all of the significant pollution linkages to which it is 
referable, but which would not have been part of the remediation package for every one of 
those linkages if each of them had been addressed separately. 
 
Common action 
 
A remediation action which addresses together all of the significant pollution linkages to which it 
is referable, and which would have been part of the remediation package for each of those 
linkages if each of them had been addressed separately. 
 
Contaminant 
 
A substance which is in, on or under the land and which has the potential to cause harm or to 
cause pollution of controlled waters.  
Contaminant (source) A substance in, on or under the ground with the ability to cause harm. 
 
Contaminated land 
 
Defined in section 78A(2) as 



 

 

 

 
"any land which appears to the local authority in whose area it is situated to be in such a 
condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the land, that  
 

- significant harm is being caused or there is a significant possibility of such harm being 
caused, or; 

  
- pollution of controlled waters is being, or is likely to be, caused." 

 
 
Controlled waters 
 
Defined in section 78A(9) by reference to Part III (section 104) of the Water Resources Act 
1991; this embraces territorial and coastal waters, inland fresh waters, and ground waters. 
 
Corby Borough Council 
 
Cost recovery decision 
 
Any decision by the enforcing authority whether: 
 
(a) to recover from the appropriate person all the reasonable costs incurred by the authority 

in carrying out remediation, or 

(b) not to recover those costs or to recover only part of those costs. 
 
Current use 
 
Any use of the land which is lawful under planning legislation, including temporary activities and 
any likely informal recreational use of the land, whether authorised or not, (for example, children 
playing on the land) having regard to measures taken to prevent or restrict access to the land. 
 
However, in the case of agricultural land, the current agricultural use should not be taken to 
extend beyond the growing or rearing of crops or animals. 
 
DEFRA 
 
Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
 
Eco-system 
 
A biological system of interacting organisms and their physical environment. 
 
Enforcing authority 
 
Defined in section 78A(9) as:  
 
“In relation to a special site, the Environment Agency; 
In relation to contaminated land other than a special site, the local authority in whose area the 
land is situated”. 
 
Environmental Services Department 
 



 

 

 

Or successor organisations/departments with the same detailed responsibilities. 
Exclusion 
 
Any determination by the enforcing authority under section 78A(6) (that is, that a person is to be 
treated as not being an appropriate person). 
 
GIS 
 
Geographical Information System.  A computer programme that allows digital maps to be 
overlain and spatial data to be modelled. 
 
Groundwaters 
 
Any water contained in underground strata, wells or boreholes 
 
Harm 
 
Defined in section 78A(4) as: 
 
"harm to the health of living organisms or other interference with the ecological systems of 
which they form part and, in the case of man, includes harm to his property." 
 
Hardship 
 
A factor underlying any cost recovery decision made by an enforcing authority under section 
78P(2). 
 
Human health effect 
 
Significant harm of a type listed in box 1 of Table A of Chapter A. 
 
Hazard 
 
The intrinsic property of a substance with the potential to cause harm. 
 
ICRCL 
 
Interdepartmental Committee on Remediation of Contaminated Land (now disbanded) 
 
Industrial, trade or business premises 
 
Defined in section 78M(6), for the purpose of determining the penalty for failure to comply with a 
remediation notice, as: 
 
“premises used for any industrial, trade or business purposes or premises not so used on which 
matter is burnt in connection with any industrial, trade or business process, and premises are 
used for industrial purposes where they are used for the purpose of any treatment or process as 
well as where they are used for the purpose of manufacturing.” 
 
Inspection using statutory powers of entry 
 



 

 

 

Any detailed inspection of land carried out through use of powers of entry given to an enforcing 
authority by section 108 of the Environment Act 1995.  
 
Intrusive investigation 
 
An investigation of land (for example by exploratory excavations) which involves actions 
going beyond simple visual inspection of the land, limited sampling or assessment of 
documentary information. 
 
Liability group  
 
The persons who are appropriate persons with respect to a particular significant pollutant 
linkage. 
 
 
 
Local authority  
 
Defined in section 78A(9) as meaning any unitary authority, district council. 
 
Monitoring action  
 
A remediation action falling within the definition in section 78A(c), that is “making of subsequent 
inspections from time to time for the purpose of keeping under review the condition of the land 
or waters”. 
 
Orphan linkage 
 
A significant pollutant linkage for which no appropriate person can be found, or where those 
who would otherwise be liable are exempted by one of the relevant statutory provisions. 
 
Owner 
 
Defined in section 78A(9) as: 
 
"a person (other than a mortgagee not in possession) who, whether in his own right or as 
trustee for any other person, is entitled to receive the rack rent of the land, or where the land is 
not let at a rack rent, would be so entitled if it were so let." 
 
Part IIA 
 
Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 
 
Pathway 
 
One or more routes by which a receptor can be exposed to a contaminant. 
 
Person acting in a relevant capacity 
 
Defined in section 78X(4), for the purposes of limited personal liability, as any of the following: 
 



 

 

 

(a) a person acting as an insolvency practitioner, within the meaning of section 388 of the 
Insolvency Act 1986 (including that section as it applies in relation to an insolvent 
partnership by virtue of any order made under section 421 of that Act; 

(b) the official receiver acting in a capacity in which he would be regarded as acting as an 
insolvency practitioner within the meaning of section 388 of the Insolvency Act 1986 if 
subsection (5) of that section were disregarded; 

(c) the official receiver acting; 

(d) a person acting as a special manager under section 177 or 370 of the Insolvency Act 
1986;… 

(e) a person acting as a receiver or receiver and manager under or by virtue of any 
enactment, or by virtue of his appointment as such by an order of a court or by any other 
instrument”. 

 
Pollutant 
 
A contaminant which forms part of a pollutant linkage.  
Pollutant linkage 
 
The relationship between a contaminant, a pathway and a receptor. 
 
Pollution of controlled waters 
 
Defined in section 78A(9) as: 
 
"the entry into controlled waters of any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter or any solid waste 
matter." 
 
Possibility of significant harm 
 
A measure of the probability, or frequency, of the occurrence of circumstances which would 
lead to significant harm being caused.  
 
Previously developed land 
 
Also known as ' brownfield land' and refers to sites that have been used in the past and are 
abandoned or in a derelict state. Redevelopment may be hindered by actual or perceived 
environmental contamination. Only a small proportion of previously developed land sites will 
meet the definition of contaminated land. 
 
Register 
 
The public register maintained by the enforcing authority under section 78R of particulars 
relating to contaminated land. 
 
Receptor 
 
Sometimes referred to as “a target ", and includes people, water, ecosystems and properties 
that could be affected by contamination. 
 
Register 
 



 

 

 

The public register maintained by the enforcing authority under section 78R of particulars 
relating to contaminated land. 
 
Related companies 
 
Are those which are, or were at the “relevant date”, members of a group of companies 
consisting of a “holding company” and its “subsidiaries”.  The “relevant date” is that on which the 
enforcing authority first served on anyone a notice under section 78B(3) identifying the land as 
contaminated land, and the terms “holding company” and “subsidiaries” have the same meaning 
as in section 736 of the Companies Act 1985. 
 
Relevant information 
 
Information relating to the assessment of whether there ia significant possibility of significant 
harm being caused, which is: 
 
(a) scientifically-based; 

(b) authoritative 

(c) relevant to the assessment of risks arising from the present of contaminants in soil; and 

(d) appropriate to the determination of whether any land is contaminated land for the 
purposes of Part IIA, in that the use of the information is consistent with providing a level 
of protection of risk in line with the qualitative criteria set out in Tables A and B of 
Chapter A. 

 
Relevant land or waters 
 
The contaminated land in question, any controlled waters affected by the land and any land 
adjoining or adjacent to the contaminated land on which remediation might be required as a 
consequence of the contaminated land being such land.  
 
Remedial treatment action 
 
A remediation action falling within the definition in section 78A(7)(b), that is the doing of any 
works, the carrying out of any operations or the taking of any steps in relation to any such land 
or waters for the purpose: 
 
(a) of preventing or minimising, or remedying or mitigating the effects of any significant 

harm, or any pollution of controlled waters, by reason of which the contaminated land is 
such land, or 

(b) of restoring the land or waters to their former state.  
 
Remediation 
 
Defined in section 78A(7) as: 
 
(a) the doing of anything for the purpose of assessing the condition of: 

(i) the contaminated land in question; 

(ii) any controlled waters affected by that land; or 

(iii) any land adjoining or adjust to that land; 



 

 

 

(b) the doing of any works, the carrying out of any operations or the taking of any steps in 
relation to any such land or waters for the purpose: 

(i) of preventing or minimising, or remedying or mitigating the effects of any 
significant harm, or any pollution of controlled waters, by reason of which the 
contaminated land is such land; or 

(ii) of restoring the land or waters to their former state; 

(c) the making of subsequent inspections from time to time for the purpose of keeping under 
review the condition of the land or waters”. 

 
Remediation action 
 
Any individual thing, which is being, or is to be, done by way of remediation. 
 
Remediation declaration 
 
Defined in section 78H(6).  It is a document prepared and published by the enforcing authority 
recording remediation actions which it would have specified in a remediation notices, but which 
it is precluded from specifying by virtue of sections 78E(4) or (5), the reasons why it would have 
specified those actions and the grounds on which it is satisfied that it is precluded from 
specifying them in a notice. 
 
Remediation notice 
 
Defined in section 78E(1) as a notice specifying what an appropriate person is to do by way of 
remediation and the periods within which he is required to do each of the things so specified. 
 
Remediation package 
 
The full set or sequence of remediation actions, within a remediation scheme, which are 
referable to a particular significant pollutant linkage. 
 
Remediation scheme 
 
The complete set or sequence of remediation actions, (referable to one or more significant 
pollutant linkages) to be carried out with respect to the relevant land or waters.  
 
Remediation statement 
 
Defined in section 78H(7).  It is a statement prepared and published by the responsible person 
detailing the remediation actions which are being, have been, or are expected to be, done as 
well as the periods within which these things are being done.  
 
Risk 
 
The combination of: 
 
 The probability, or frequency, of occurrence of a defined hazard (for example, exposure to 

a property of a substance with the potential to cause harm); and  

 The magnitude (including the seriousness) of the consequences.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Risk assessment 
 
The study of 
 
 the probability, or frequency, of a hazard occurring; and 

 the magnitude of the consequences 
 
Source 
 
The location of contaminating substances in, on or under the ground with the ability to cause 
harm. 
 
Source protection zone 
 
Protection zones around certain sources of groundwater used for public water supply. Within 
these zones, certain activities and processes are prohibited or restricted. 
 
Significant harm 
 
Defined in section 78A(5). It means any harm which is determined to be significant in 
accordance with the statutory guidance in Chapter A (that is, it meets one of the descriptions of 
types of harm in the second column of Table A of that Chapter).  
 
Significant possibility of significant harm 
 
A possibility of significant harm being caused which, by virtue of section 78A(5), is determined 
to be significant in accordance with the statutory guidance. 
 
Sold with Information 
 
An exclusion test for Class A persons set out in Part 5 of Chapter D.  Paragraph D.57 to D.61. 
 
Special site 
 
The Contaminated Land (England) Regulations 2000 Regulations define special sites but 
an overview is given below. They are any contaminated land designated due to the presence of: 
 
 Waste acid tars 

 Purification or refining of crude petroleum, oil etc 

 Explosives manufacture or processing 
 
Or: 

 Integrated pollution control sites designated for central control 

 Land currently owned by MoD 

 Land within a nuclear site 

 Chemical/biological weapons manufacture, production or disposal 

 Land comprising premises designated under AWE Act 1991 



 

 

 

 Land to which section 30 of the Armed Forces Act 1996 applies 

 Land adjoining the above and affected by escape of substances 
 
Substance 
 
Defined in section 78A(9) as: 
 
"any natural or artificial substance, whether in solid or liquid form or in the form of a gas or 
vapour." 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sections quoted in the glossary refer to section 78 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 as inserted by section 57 of the Environment 

Act 1995. 
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Appendix A 
 
 

Potentially Contaminative Site Uses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Potentially Contaminative Site Uses 
 
 Airports 

 Animal/Animal products (Tanneries and meat processing) 

 Charcoal Work 

 Chemical Works 

 -  paints and inks 

- cosmetics and toiletries 

- disinfectants 

- explosives, propellants and pyrotechnics 

- fertiliser 

- fine chemicals 

- inorganic chemicals 

- linoleum, vinyl and bitumen based floor coverings 

- mastics, sealants, adhesives and roofing products 

- organic chemicals 

- pesticides 

- pharmaceuticals 

- rubber processing/manufacturing 

- soap and detergents 

 Docks and dockland 

 Dry Cleaners 

 Engineering Works 

-  aircraft manufacture 

- electrical and electronic equipment 

- mechanical engineering and ordnance 

- railway engineering 

- shipbuilding/repair/shipbreaking 

- vehicle manufacture 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 Manufacturing  

-  Metals 

 electroplating and other metal finishing 

 iron and steelworks 

 lead works 

 non-ferrous metal works 

 precious metal recovery 

- Other    

 asbestos 

 Ceramics, cement and asphalt 

 fibreglass and resin 

 glass 

 pulp and paper 

 timber products 

 textile works and dye works 

 

 Oil refineries and bulk storage of oil and petroleum (not including petrol stations) 

 Photograhic processing 

 Power stations (non-nuclear) 

 Power stations (nuclear) 

 Printing and bookbinding works 

 Railway land 

 Road vehicle fuelling, service and repair    

-  Garages and filling stations 

-  Road haulage and transport depots 

 Sewage works 

 Timber treatment works 

 Waste recycling 

-  drum and tank cleaning and recycling 

- hazardous waste treatment 
- landfills and other waste treatment or waste disposal sites 

- metal recycling sites/scrapyards 

- solvent recovery works 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 
 

List of Consultees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Consultees – External 
 
Statutory Consultees 
 
Environment Agency 
c/o Waterside House 
Waterside Drive 
LINCOLN 
LN2 5HA 

 
 

 
 
Non-statutory Consultees 
 
Sian Brown 
The National Monuments Record 
English Heritage 
44 Derngate 
NORTHAMPTON 
NN1 1UH 

Mr Tim Barfield 
English Nature 
Bedfordshire, Cambs, Northamptonshire 
Team 
Ham Lane House 
Ham Lane 
Nene Park 
Orton Waterville 
PETERBOROUGH 
PE2 5UR 
 
 

Mark Roger 
English Partnerships 
3 The Parks Lodge Lane 
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS 
Merseyside 
WA12 0JQ 
 
 

Richard Tobias 
East Midlands Development Agency 
Apex Court 
City Link 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG2 4LA 
 
 

 
Ian Hayward 
County Economic and Spatial 
Development Officer 
Northamptonshire County Council 
PO Box 163 
County Hall 
NORTHAMPTON  
NN1 1AX 
 
 

 
Fiona Reynods 
DEPRA (formerly MAFF) 
Rural & Marine Environmental Division 
Room 311 
16 Palace Street 
London SW1E 5FF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Dr P Morgan 
Northamptonshire Health Authority 
Highfield 
Cliftonville Road 
Northampton 
NN1 5DN 
 
 

Mike Deacon 
East Northants DC 
Cedar Drive 
Thrapston 
Northants 
NN14 4LZ 

Director of Environmental Services 
Rutland County Council 
Catmose 
Oakham 
Rutland 
LE15 6HP 
 
 

All Parish Councils 

Steve Isbister 
Chief Environmental Services Officer 
Kettering Borough Council  
Municipal Offices, 
Bowling Green Road 
KETTERING 
NN15 7QX 
 
Director of Environmental Services 
Harborough District Council 
Council Offices 
Adam & Eve Street 
Market Harborough 
Leics 
LE16 7AG 
 
Dr Patrick Miller 
Contaminants Division 
Food Standards Agency 
Room 707C 
Aviation House 
125 Kingsway 
LONDON 
WC2B 6NH 
 
 
Consultees Internal 
 
Director of Planning & Technical Services 
 
Director of Finance 
 
Head of Legal Services 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix C 
 
 

Powers of Entry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Powers of Entry 
 
Section 108 of the Environment Act 1995 details the powers of entry of enforcing authorities and 
persons authorised by them. 
 
The powers are wide ranging and include: 
 
 To enter the premises at any reasonable time. Before entering residential premises or 

carrying heavy equipment onto premises, 7 days notice must be given unless in an 
emergency 

 To take other duly authorised officers and equipment or materials on site 

 To make necessary examinations and investigations 

 Taking photographs, making records and measurements and taking samples 

 To direct that land be left undisturbed for the purposes of investigation and examination 

 To require persons to answer questions, provide information and afford suitable 
facilities and assistance in relation to the powers. 

 
The contaminated land investigation process may require that intrusive work is carried out such 
as the drilling of experimental boreholes or the installation of monitoring or other apparatus at 
the premises.  
 
This work may be carried out by Environment Agency officers, where a possible controlled 
water or Special Site pollutant linkage is being investigated.  In such circumstances the local 
authority would authorise the agency to collect such information taking such suitably qualified 
personnel on site as are necessary to carry out such works. Otherwise it is likely to be 
consultant employed by the Council or contractor employed on their behalf. 
 
In order to enter the premises such person including Environmental Agency offices will be 
required to be authorised in writing by the Council which has the power to authorise anyone 
who appears suitable to them. 
 
In order to determine the suitability of the person(s) for the proposed action, the Council will 
require full details of the personnel to carry out such work to be provided together with the 
purposes for which they will be on site.  Dependent upon the nature of the work the persons will 
be required to provide references to their technical and professional qualifications and 
expertise.  The provision of these details to the satisfaction of the Principal Environmental 
Services Officer (Domestic) will be necessary before the authorisation is provided. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
 
 

Health and Safety Procedure 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Health And Safety Procedure 
 
The carrying out of site walkovers and investigations of potentially contaminated land is 
likely to have a health and safety implication. 
 
In the case of Council employees, and in accordance with current Council Procedures, this will 
involve carrying out risk assessments of the work to be undertaken.  This may include the 
completion of a risk assessment form. 
 
In the context of more extensive work carried out by contractors and the self-employed acting 
on behalf of the Council there is a further requirement in respect of those persons actions.  This 
will involve compliance with the Councils Safety Advice Note on Employing Contractors. 
 
Compliance will include the appointment of a competent contractor, by vetting of their safety 
policies and other relevant documents including risk assessments, references, accident reports, 
emergency procedures etc. 
 
There are circumstances when the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 1994 
may apply and notification of the Health and Safety Executive may be required. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix E 
 
 

Corby Borough Council Policies for the Protection  
of the Environment 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Corby Borough Council Policies for the Protection of the Environment 
 

 Environmental Protection on Development Sites (P1, P2) 

 Conservation of the built Environment (P3, P4) 

 Historic parks and Gardens (P5) 

 Wildlife, Geological and Landscape Protection (P6, P7, P8, P9) 

 Special Landscape Areas (P10) 

 Protection of Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites (P11) 

 Environmental Assessment (P12) 

 Local Nature Reserves (P13) 

 Nature Conservation Strategy (P14) 

 Minerals (P15) 

 Corby/Kettering Green Wedge (P16) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix F 
 
 

Relevant Publications on Contaminated Land 
 
 



 

 

 

Relevant Publications on Contaminated Land 
 
Good Practice 
 

 ICRCL – Inter-Departmental Committee on the Redevelopment of Contaminated Land 
59/83 (1983) 

 ICRCL – Guidance on the Assessment and Redevelopment of Contaminated Land, 2nd 
Edition (1987) 

 DoE – Information Systems for Land Contamination, CLR Report 5 (1994) 

 
Desk Studies 
 

 DoE – Documentary Research on Industrial Sites, CLR Report 3 (1994) 

 DETR - Guidance on Preliminary Site Inspection of Contaminated Land, CLR Report 
2 (1994) 

 DoE – Industry Profiles (1995-1996) 

 
Site Investigation 
 

 Thomas Telford – Site Investigation in Construction 3: Specification for Ground 
Investigation (1993) 

 Institute of Petroleum – Code of Practice for the Investigation and Mitigation of 
Possible Petroleum-Based Land Contamination (1993) 

 DOE – A Framework for Assessing the Impact of Contaminated Land on Groundwater 
and Surface Water, CLR Report 1, Vol. I and II, (1994) 

 DOE – Sampling Strategies for Contaminated Land, CLR Report 4 (1994) 

 CIRIA – Remedial Treatment for Contaminated Land, Vol. III: Site Investigation and 
Assessment (1995) 

 British Standard 5930 – Code of Practice for Site investigations (1999) 

 British Standard 10175 – Investigation of Potentially Contaminated Sites – Code of 
Practice (2001) 

 Technical Aspects of Site Investigation Volumes I & II R & D Technical Report P5 - 
065 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Sampling and Analysis 
 

 “Secondary Model Procedures for the Development of appropriate soil sampling 
strategies for land contamination” Technical Reports p5 – 066/TR.  Available from EA 
R & D Dissemination Centre, c/o WRc Frankland Road, Swindon SN5 8YF 

 British Standard 6068: Part 2: Physical, Chemical and Biological Methods (1982-
1999) 

 British Standard – Water Quality: Part 6: Sampling: Section 6.1 Guidance on the 
Design of Sampling Programmes (1991) 

 British Standard – Water Quality: Part 6: Sampling: Section 6.2 Guidance on Sampling 
Techniques (1991) 

 British Standard – Water Quality: Part 6: Sampling: Section 6.3 Guidance on the 
Preservation and Handling of Samples (1996) 

 British Standard – Water Quality: Part 6: Sampling: Section 6.11 Guidance on 
Sampling of Groundwaters (1993) 

 British Standard – Water Quality: Part 6: Sampling: Section 6.14 Guidance on Quality 
Assurance of Environmental Water Sampling and Handling (1998) 

 HMSO - Methods for the Examination of Waters and Associated Materials (1989) 

 DETR – Environmental Sampling After a Chemical Accident (1999) 

 EA– National Sampling Procedures Manual, Vol. 25 (1998) 

 
Remediation 
 

 CIRIA – Remedial Treatment for Contaminated Land, Vol. III (1995) 

 EA – Interim Guidance on the Disposal of Contamination Soils, 2nd Edition (1997) 

 EA – Methodology for the Derivation of Remedial Targets for Soil and Groundwater 
to Protect Water Resources, R & D Publication 20 (1999) 

 EA and NHBC – Guidance for the Safe Development of Housing on Land Affected by 
Contamination, R & D Publication 66 (2000) 

 
Landfills  
 

 DETR – Waste Management Paper 20: Arsenic-Bearing Wastes (1980) 

 DETR – Waste Management Paper 27: Landfill Gas, 2nd Edition (1991) 

 BRE – Construction of New Buildings on Gas Contaminated Land (1991) 

 CIRIA – Protecting Development from Methane, Report 149 (1996) 

 DETR – Guidance on Monitoring of Landfill Leachate, Groundwater and Surface 
Water (1999) 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix G 
 
 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Conservation Areas and 
Archaeological Sites 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Ancient Monuments, Conservation Areas and Archaeological Sites 
 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
 
 Kirby Hall Country house and Gardens, Gretton. 

 Weldon Lock-Up, Weldon. 

 Weldon Roman Villa, Weldon. 

 Gartree (Roman) Road in Hazel Wood, Corby. 

 Rockingham Castle, Rockingham. 

 Moated site 1 km SW of Rockingham Castle, Cottingham. 
 

Conservation Areas (year designated) 
 

 Great Oakley   (1968) 

 Gretton    (1970, 1987) 

 Rockingham   (1970) 

 Cottingham   (1975) 

 Middleton   (1975) 

 Lloyds, Corby   (1981) 

 Weldon    (1988) 
 

Important Archaeological Sites 
 
 Stanion Medieval Village, centre of major pottery industry. 

 Unscheduled Medieval Settlement Area at Kirby. 

 Gartree (Roman) Road, unscheduled section. 

 Saxon Burial Site and Medieval Village of Great Weldon, important iron working centre. 

 Weldon Park medieval Deer Park Earthworks. 

 Great Oakley Medieval/Post-Medieval Village Earthworks. 

 Medieval/Post-medieval Fish ponds at Marsh Farm. 

 Corby (Beanfield) Medieval Moated Site. 

 East Carlton Medieval Village Earthworks. 

 Medieval manorial Earthworks at Gretton. 

 Deserted Medieval Farmstead of Cotton near Gretton. 

 Unscheduled Medieval Town Remains at Rockingham. 

 Medieval open Field Remains at Gretton. 
 Rockingham Park.  

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix H 
 
 

Cost Recovery Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Cost Recovery Policy 
 
General Principles 
 
This Policy will be applied to all types of commercial or industrial enterprises.  i.e. a public 
corporation, a limited company (public or private) a partnership or an individual operating as a 
sole trader.  
 
The Statutory Guidance issued by the DETR sets out considerations to which the Council 
should have regard when making any cost recovery decision.  In view of the wide variation in 
situations which are likely to arise, including the history and ownership of land and liability for its 
remediation, the guidance sets out principles and approaches, rather than detailed rules.  The 
authority will need to have regard to the circumstances of each individual case. 
 
In making any cost recovery decision, the authority will have regard to the following general 
principles: 
 
(a) the authority should aim for an overall result which is as fair and equitable as possible to 

all who may have to meet the costs of remediation, including national and local tax 
payers; and 

(b) the “polluter pays” principle, by virtue of which the costs of remediating pollution are to 
be borne by the polluter;  the Council should therefore consider the degree and nature of 
responsibility of the appropriate person for the creation, or continued existence, of the 
circumstances which lead to the land in question being identified as contaminated land. 
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