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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 17th December 2008
 

Consultation by the East Midlands Regional Assembly on Proposals for 
a Partial Review of the East Midlands Regional Plan 

 

SYNOPSIS 
To  seek Members endorsement of a response to the consultation by the East Midlands 

Regional Assembly on the proposed review of the East Midlands Regional Plan 
 

 
1. Introduction 

1.1 The East Midlands Regional Assembly is to undertake an early review of the yet to 
be adopted Regional Plan. It has prepared a project plan that is available in the 
Members room or can be inspected at www.emra.gov.uk. 

1.2 The Project Plan sets out the basis on which the Regional Assembly proposes to 
undertake the Partial Review, and seeks views on the issues to be addressed, the 
draft work programme and proposals for public consultation and community 
engagement. At this stage the consultation is limited to the proposed scope and 
programming of the review. Consultation on the policy content will follow later. 

1.3 The public consultation period concluded on Friday 12th December 2008. 

1.4 Given the above deadline, a response set out in Appendix A has been prepared and 
submitted to the East Midlands Regional Assembly as a holding response which 
Members are now asked to endorse. 

2. Background 
2.1 The current Regional Plan was adopted in March 2005. Following a recent review 

and examination, a replacement plan is expected to be adopted in February 2009. 
However, following increased national housing targets set in the Housing Green 
Paper in 2007, a partial review is required to address this and other unresolved 
issues of transport, coastal flood risk and renewable energy.  

2.2 The partial review will cover:- 

• Housing provision (including affordable housing); 
• Transport; 
• Coastal Flood risk; 
• Renewable energy; 
• Aggregates apportionment; 
• Inter-Regional issues; 
• Sustainability issues; and 
• Monitoring and implementation 

3. Timetable 

3.1 The project plan considers the timescale for the partial review as follows: 
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Date Action 

October 2008 Consultation on the draft project plan for the partial review 

April 2009 Consultation on options paper 

June 2009 Agreement by regional assembly of preferred options for further 
refinement by local authorities 

March 2010 Submission of draft revised Regional Plan to the Secretary of State 
for 12 weeks public consultation 

September 2010 Likely start of the Examination In Public 

March 2011 Likely start of consultation on proposed changes to the draft revised 
Regional Plan 

Autumn 2011 Adoption 

 

4. Discussion 

Housing Provision 

4.1 The main area for review is housing provision, including affordable housing. Despite 
the present credit crunch that is depressing the housing market, the review is based 
on the assumptions of the National Housing and Planning Advice Unit that suggests 
that housing provisions in the East Midlands will need to be increased from 21,750 
per annum to between 23,400 and 24,600 per annum over the next twenty years. 
The Secretary of State has asked for the affordable housing targets to be revised in 
the light of new evidence on housing market conditions from the first round of 
Strategic Housing Market Area Assessments. 

4.2 The housing market has changed dramatically in recent times and it is 
understandable that this issue should be re-examined at review stage. With regard 
the current depressed housing market, the review should assess the deliverability of 
increased housing provision and built in contingency planning in accordance with 
national planning policy. 

 Transport 

4.3 The Secretary of State made it clear that transport strategy would need to be 
covered in the Review to take account of changes in Government transport policy. 
The East Midlands has a relative lack of public transport compared to other parts of 
the country and therefore has a particular challenge of achieving sustainable 
transport against the likely population growth for the region. 

Coastal Flood Risk  

4.4 The Secretary of State has asked that further work is undertaken to on coastal flood 
risk to take account of the impact of climate change. 

Renewable Energy 

4.5 Although the East Midlands is making good progress towards the renewable energy 
targets for 2010, the Examination panel felt that higher targets might prove 
unrealistic in view of the over-reliance on (as yet) unproven micro-technologies. The 
Secretary of State, therefore, proposed a reassessment of these targets based more 
on the likely future energy consumption in each of the regions housing market areas 
and considering the practical application of micro technologies in each area. 

4.6 The Joint Planning Unit has appointed consultants to assist in the production of an 
Energy Strategy for North Northamptonshire that will set out guidance for meeting 
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specific energy efficiency and renewable energy targets required by the Core Spatial 
Strategy; explore ways and means of reducing North Northamptonshire’s 
contribution to climate change; and evaluate the most appropriate measures of 
energy efficiency and renewable energy provisions appropriate to the region. This 
will be completed by April 2009 and should inform the review. 

Aggregates Apportionment 

4.7 Current policy within the Regional Plan is based on guidance that runs until 2016. 
This will need to be revised once the Government issues new regional guidelines on 
the aggregate extraction up to 2021 and is therefore included in the Partial Review. 

Inter-Regional Issues 

4.8 The Secretary of State has asked that the housing provision for Northamptonshire be 
reviewed working with the Regional Planning Bodies for the East of England and 
South East England as appropriate. 

4.9 Given that Northamptonshire has strong linkages with neighbouring regions it 
appears entirely appropriate that the review is joined up. 

4.10 The review should take into account housing and economic growth together with 
infrastructure requirements. Given that significant increased housing targets and 
transport are to be considered as part of the Partial Review of the East Midlands 
Regional Plan, the principles of sustainable development cannot be achieved at the 
regional level without also considering economic development to support housing 
growth and regeneration 

 Sustainability  

4.11 There is the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report accompanying the draft Project 
Plan, along with an initial Habitats Regulations Assessment ‘Pre Screening’ Report. 
Both documents were produced by consultants and provide thorough and detailed 
information on regional issues. 

 Monitoring and Implementation 

4.12 The monitoring indicators and the Implementation Plan will be updated subsequent 
to the Regional Plan review. 

5. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the LDF is a Corby Borough Council priority. The LDF has to be in 
conformity with the Regional Plan. 
Financial 
None directly from this report. 
Legal 
None at present. 
Performance Information 
None directly from this report. 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
These are basic requirements in a sustainable community. The LDF and Regional Plan see 
these as essential elements of any strategy. 

7. Options to be Considered 
Not responding to the consultation paper – this option is not considered appropriate given 
the significance the consultation paper will have to the way the Council produced the LDF. 
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8. Recommendation 
It is recommended that the response set out in Appendix A be endorsed as Corby Borough 
Council’s response to the consultation on the proposed review of the East Midlands 
Regional Plan. 

Background Papers 
Regional Plan Partial Review Paper http://www.emra.gov.uk/files/partial-review-draft-project-
plan.pdf 
Draft Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report http://www.emra.gov.uk/files/partial-review-
draft-sa-report.pdf 
Habitats Regulation Assessment Pre Screening Report http://www.emra.gov.uk/files/partial-
review-hra-pre-screeningreport.pdf 
Housing Technical Paper http://www.emra.gov.uk/files/partial-review-housing-technical-
paper.pdf 
List of Appendices 
Appendix A – Response to the East Midlands Regional Assembly on the proposed review of 
the East Midlands Regional Plan 

Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  


