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SYNOPSIS 
This report considers the date of Conservation Area designations, development 
pressures and other relevant matters before recommending that the remaining 
Conservation Areas should be reviewed in the following order:- 

1) Weldon and Rockingham; 2) Cottingham and Middleton; and 3) Gretton and 
Great Oakley 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 Conservation Areas 

       Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
imposes a duty on local planning authorities to designate Conservation Areas as 
‘areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’.  

1.2 Assessment and designation of Conservation Areas 

Planning Policy Guidance 15 (available from www.communities.gov.uk) and English 
Heritage both provide policy background to the designation and preservation of the 
historic environment. A brief pamphlet produced by the Royal Town Planning 
Institute summarising the Conservation Area process can be found in Appendix 1. 

1.3 Four Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans have been completed to 
date. There remains six Conservation Areas within the Borough that have not been 
reviewed according to Government Guidance and the latest English Heritage 
advice.  

1.4 The table below lists all 10 Conservation Areas within the Borough, along with the 
date of designation and rates of residential development in the settlement since 
2001.  

Conservation Area Date of designation Development Rates since 2001 
Great Oakley 1968 29 dwellings 

Gretton 1970, 1987 25 dwellings 

Rockingham 1970, 1985 6 dwellings 

Cottingham 1975 5 dwellings 

Middleton 1975 36 dwellings 

Lloyds, Corby 1981, 2008 

Weldon 1988 138 dwellings 

Stanion 2007 26 dwellings 

Old Village, Corby 2007 

East Carlton 2008 
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 N.B The above development rates apply to the entire settlement and therefore may not reflect the amount of change or 
development pressure in the Conservation Area itself.  

 2.  Report 
2.1 Corby Borough Conservation Areas 

Based on the above and relevant background information, the following provides 
 commentary on each of the outstanding Conservation Areas for review to aid 
 justification for the recommended schedule. 

2.2 Weldon 

 Weldon has one of the most up to date designations; however the settlement has 
 experienced the greatest level of change since 2001 in terms of residential 
 development. It is also considered a priority due to proximity to the initial 
 Sustainable Urban Extension. 

2.3 Rockingham 

Rockingham was among the first Conservation Areas designated in the country. It 
appears that members of the Development Control committee agreed an extension 
to the Conservation Area boundary which was to be ratified at Full Council on the 
22nd July 1985. However there are no records of this being approved and the Local 
Plan adopted in 1997 delineated the original boundary designated in 1970. 
Nevertheless, Rockingham is considered as a priority based upon the possible need 
to extend the boundary and the date of the original designation.  

2.4  Cottingham and Middleton 

Due to their close proximity to one another it is deemed sensible to consider both 
villages together in a review of the existing Conservation Areas. Both settlements 
are considered as a secondary priority given the timescales for the Sustainable 
Urban Extension to the West of Corby. However Cottingham Parish Council have 
established a working party to consider the Conservation Area Appraisal and 
potential expansion to amalgamate with Middleton and subsequently may raise 
expectations that the Appraisals should be given greater priority.  

2.5 Gretton 

Gretton has a large number of listed buildings within its Conservation Area but the 
designation is relatively up to date and not considered a priority.  

2.6 Great Oakley 

Great Oakley has the oldest designation but there is very limited scope for change 
and it is not considered a priority. 

2.7 In addition to the above Conservation Areas there is an option to designate new 
Conservation Areas or to consider extensions to recently appraised areas such 
Stanion and Corby Old Village. However it is proposed that the review initially 
focuses on the existing Conservation Areas, and other areas can be considered 
once the review of the extant Conservation Areas is complete. 

2.8 Corby Borough Council Heritage Strategy 2006 

In the formulation of this recommended schedule the Council’s Heritage Strategy 
was consulted. This document does not provide guidance on the order in which to 
appraise Conservation Areas. 
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3. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans enable sustainable management of 
the historic environment. By designating the Conservation Areas the tighter controls on 
development and demolition will help to preserve the core history and heritage of both areas.   

Financial 
The requirements of Conservation Area appraisals may require extra resources to be 
expended by Local Authorities. 
Legal 
It is a requirement that the Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans are in 
conformity with published English Heritage guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Guidance on the Management of Conservation Areas- English Heritage (2005). 

Performance Information/Best Value 
The designation of the Conservation Areas, the Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans meet the requirements of Best Value Performance Indicator 219b: 
Percentage of Conservation Areas in the Local Authority area with an up-to date Character 
Appraisal.  

Human Rights, Community Safety, Sustainability, Equalities 
None directly relevant to this report. 

4. Conclusion 
It is proposed that the Conservation Areas are reviewed in the following order subject to the 
availability of funding:- 

- Weldon and Rockingham 

- Cottingham and Middleton 

- Gretton and Great Oakley 

5. Recommendation 
That Members agree to the recommended schedule for Conservation Area review. 

Background Papers 
Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals- English Heritage (2005 ) 

Guidance on the Management of Conservation Areas- English Heritage (2005) 

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the historic environment 

Appendices 
Appendix 1- Royal Town Planning Institute Conservation Area leaflet 

Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements, Local Plans, 01536 464205 lisa.clements@corby.gov.uk  


