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Full Council 19th April 2018

 

Community Governance Review – Priors Hall 

 
SYNOPSIS BOX 

For Full Council to approve the termination of the current Community Governance Review of 
Priors Hall. One Corby Policy Committee considered this item at their meeting on 10th April 
2018.   

1. Relevant Background Details  

Following receipt of a valid petition submitted by electors in Priors Hall, Full Council at its 
meeting on 26th October 2017 agreed to commence a Community Governance Review to 
consider the possibility of the creation of an independent Priors Hall Parish Council. Currently 
Priors Hall is part of Weldon Parish. 

Full Council further agreed that One Corby Policy Committee would be delegated 
responsibility for overseeing the Review, although any final determination on the outcome 
rests with Full Council only. One Corby Policy Committee received a report on the outcome 
of the initial public consultation at its meeting on 10th April 2018. 

2. Report 

During January 2018 Corby Borough Council conducted a consultation exercise based upon 
the proposals submitted by petitioners calling for Priors Hall to be granted its own 
independent parish council. 

A consultation booklet was devised and circulated to all households in Priors Hall & Weldon 
village.  Individual consultations were also sent to the following:- 

 Weldon Parish Council 
 Priors Hall Park Neighbourhood Association 
 Deene and Deenethorpe Parish Council 

Information was also included on the Council’s website.  

The total electorate of Priors Hall (1,126) and Weldon (1,672) is 2,798. In total 81 valid 
responses were received to the consultation exercise from registered electors in Priors Hall 
(60) or Weldon village (21).  

Of these 32 were opposed to the proposal, with 49 in favour, however the response rate 
overall was poor. The original petition received by the Council for a review to be conducted 
was over 300. 

The total response rate of 81 electors represents 2.67%. This is extremely low. The response 
rate from Priors Hall Park was 4.56%. 

A breakdown of responses received is detailed below:- 
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Results from Priors Hall Community Governance Review 

 

 Electorate Valid YES Valid NO Invalid Submission 

(not registered) 

 

Priors Hall 

 

 

1,314 

 

35 

 

25 

 

1 

 

Weldon 

 

 

1,711 

 

14 

 

7 

 

0 

     

 

TOTAL 

 

3,025 

 

49 

 

32 

 

1 

 

Weldon Parish Council 

Weldon Parish Council responded to the consultation. The Parish registered their objection 
to the creation of a separate parish council at this time.  

Priors Hall Park Association (LSVA) 

The management committee of the Association responded to the consultation. The 
Association felt that it may be appropriate once the current development has expanded to 
consider a separate parish, however they felt that it was too soon.  

Deene and Deenethorpe Parish Council 

Responded on 12th January 2018. Noted the review and raised no objections. 

Public 

Public responses were received via email and in paper copy. E mail responses received 
were acknowledged. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 

 

i) Agree to take forward a modified version of the petitioner’s proposal for a 
further round of on-site consultation; 

ii) Agree to take forward the petitioner’s proposal for a further round of on-site 
consultation; 

iii) Terminate the Community Governance Review at this point (subject to 
ratification by Full Council). 

 

Option (i) Modified version for further consultation. 

The response to the consultation exercise was overall disappointing in relation to 
participants; however the quality of some of the responses received did indicate arguments 
in favour of an independent parish.  

Weldon Parish Council has indicated their opposition to any change to their historic 
boundary. 
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Option (ii) Further consultation on the petitioner’s proposal 

Given some of the caveats indicated in (i) above, it is not felt appropriate to re-consult on the 
petitioner’s proposals. The level of support for the proposals did not indicate a significant 
level of support for the proposal. The response from Weldon Parish Council has been noted.  

Option (iii) terminate the Review 

The Council has complied with its responsibilities under the Review. The response to the 
consultation exercise was disappointing in comparison with the level of support for a Review 
being conducted. Officers cannot currently recommend any change to the current 
arrangements based upon the responses received. The Council has the option of 
considering terminating the review at this point. This would need to be ratified by Full 
Council. 

A decision to terminate a review at this point would not preclude this matter being revisited in 
the future. 

Officers are recommending that the Review be terminated at this point. 

Members may recall that the 1st Stage response to the Little Stanion Community Governance 
Review was also disappointing (15%), however there were a number of factors Members 
took into account when agreeing to move forward to a Stage 2 consultation:- 

i) Both Stanion Parish Council and the Little Stanion Village Association 
supported the proposal; 

ii) There was a clear majority in favour of the proposal from those who participated 
from both Little Stanion and Stanion; 

iii) Whilst there was further works to be undertaken on site the development was 
well established with the majority of the homes complete. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities  

None specific. 

Financial  

There were ancillary costs associated with the Review process. These covered the 
consultation process, stationary, etc. These costs were chargeable to Corby Borough 
Council and were met in the first part by Democratic Services. Whilst there was no budget 
provision for this exercise the costs to date would be met from existing budgets. Any 
overspend would be reported to Members as part of the cyclical budget monitoring process.  

In relation to extending the consultation exercise there would likely to be an additional cost of 
c. £600. This would fall in the next financial year 2018/19. 

Risk 

None specific at this time. The Council needs to have completed the Review process within a 
12-month period.  Whilst there will be some financial implication for the Council this will be 
minimal and hopefully be contained within existing budget provision.  

Legal & Data Management 

In undertaking the Review, the Council will be proceeding under Part 4 of the Local 
Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, the relevant parts of the Local 
Government Act 1972, Guidance on Community Governance Reviews issued in accordance 
with section 100(4) of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 by 
the Department of Communities and Local Government and The Electoral Commission in 
April 2008. 

The Council is required to have regard to Guidance on Community Governance Reviews 
issued by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. Updated guidance 
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was published in March 2010 and has been considered when drawing up the Terms of 
Reference (TOR). 

Submissions were made by members of the public by email and letter. These submissions 
are retained securely and will be destroyed/deleted once a final determination has been 
made by the Council on this matter.  

Performance Information, Best Value, Sustainability, Community Safety 

None specific to this matter. 

Human Rights & Equalities 

The process to be followed is laid down in statute and guidance issued by the Government. 
This will be followed.  

All registered electors (inc. EU nationals) are entitled to participate. In addition those 16 & 17 
year olds on the electoral register may participate. 

An Equality Questionnaire has been completed. 

5. Conclusion 

It is the officer’s view that currently there is insufficient evidenced support among the 
electorate of Priors Hall to support the petitioner’s proposal.  

Obviously, the situation may change in the future and a Corby Borough Council decision not 
to recommend change at this time would not preclude a further review being conducted at a 
later date. 

6. Recommendation 

i) That Full Council note the responses received to the Stage 1 consultation 
exercise and note the recommendation of the One Corby Policy Committee; 

ii) That Full Council agree to terminate the current Community Governance 
exercise for Priors Hall at this time; and 

iii) That Full Council agree that there is no change to the current governance 
arrangements for Weldon Parish Council. 
   

 Background Papers 

Copy of Full Council report and appendices 13th October 2016 

External Consultations 

As detailed in the report 

List of Appendices 

None 

Officer to Contact 

Paul Goult (Democratic Services Manager) ext.4013 

 


